A T a l i BE £ 
F CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri om 
AEST AAAS i A: 


of 
if 

“944 

ji 

sA 

aeree EER 4. 

£ P ` 
a j 


SN 


THE WORLD AS POWER 


SIR JOHN WOODROFFE 
(At the Konarak Temple of Sun-god in Orissa) 


CourtesyscWiny/Bsi¥atiDutpathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


OWER 


THE WORLD 


AS P 


SIR JOHN WOODROFFE 


Dy 


© Ganesh & Company, Madras 


Sixth Edition 1981 


Price Rs. 40.00 


PRINTED IN INDIA 
At 


All India Press, Pondicherry 605001. India 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


_—.- aP 


INTRODUCTION 


THERE is a Supreme Reality which is Eternal and Indefinable. It is 
an Absolute, inconceivable and ineffable—the Brahman. Unknowable 
in its utterness, this Reality presents itself to us in three supreme terms 
of its Truth : an absolute Existence, Sat; an absolute Consciousness, Cit; 
and an absolute Bliss, Ananda. This is the poise of Brahman turned 
towards self-revelation. 

It perceives itself as an infinite Existence; not a mere existence but 
a Being with a full awareness of all that It is, an infinite Consciousness. 
This Consciousness inherent in the supreme Being is no static awareness 
it is instinct with a Power, a Force dynamic with all the content of the 
Consciousness. And the nature of this self-conscient Existence is an 
inalienable Delight. All is a manifestation out of this triune status of 
the Eternal, Sat-Cit-Ananda. 

All is contained in the infinite Being of Brahman; it is brought out 
and released into a plenitude of manifestation by the Consciousness-Power 
innate in Himself for the sheer Delight of His Becoming. It is His own 


Consciousness as Power, the Cit-Sakti, that pours out the potentialities . 


held in the infinitude of Brahman, throws up Forms from out of the Form- 
less depths of the Eternal. The Seers of the Veda speak of it as Maya, 
the power that measures (miyate anena iti maya) out of the Immeasurable, 
the Force by which all is shaped out. This is the same “self-force of the 
Divine Being” which the Rsis of the Upanisads beheld “deep hidden by 
its own conscious modes of working”. All is a Play, Lila, of this Power 
of the Divine in manifestation; all the forms and names that people the 
universe are self-deployings of this Adya Sakti. Each is a diverse self- 
formulation of the Supreme Sakti, brought into being, maintained and 
withdrawn in the process of Her Cosmic Play with the Eternal Being, 
Her Lord, Saktiman. 

This is the theme of the raat book by Sir John Woodroffe. Sir 
John has written numerous volumes on Indian Religion and Culture; 


but of all of them this series on the Doctrine of Consciousness-Power has "a 
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a special importance providing as it does a closely reasoned basis for the 
subsequent development of his unsurpassed exposition of the philosophy 
and practice of the Sakta Agama. At a time when the curve of Indian 
Civilization had reached the very nadir of the loss of its spirit and de- 
generacy of forms after an eventful life-period unparalled for its duration 
and expance; when the true visage of the Soul of India was so completely 
obscured that even the leaders of her renaissance movement were fumbling 
in their steps, apologetic of their past and ignorant of thcir true heritage» 
it was given to a few men of vision to see through the debris of the receding 
past and recover the priceless gems of her ancient bequest. Among the 
foremost of these selfless savants was Sir John Woodroffe who’ devoted 
the labour of a life-time for the reclamation of the profound truths of the 
most misunderstood and much maligned tradition in Hindu Religion, 
the Tantra Sastra. A well-known member of the Judiciary, he specialized 
in Sanskrit studies, approached the sacred texts of the Agamas with a 
becoming reverence with the aid of indigenous scholarship and guidance 
of Gurus, even delved into the arcana of the Sadhana Sastra deep enough 
to emerge as an nspired champion of this hoary religion, astounding 
everybody by the amazing industry, the brilliance of mind and sympathy 
of understanding he brought to bear on his single-handed endeavour 
towards the resuscitation of the glory of the Tantra Sastra, particularly the 
Sakta Vedanta. He wrote, translated, edited, annotated, lectured and did 
everything he could to present the teaching and practice of the Agamas in 
their true original intention and laid India under a deep debt of gratitude 
for awakening her sons to a living sense of this great inheritance of theirs. 
Coming to the present series of his writings (now happily brought 
together by the Publishers, uniform with their other famous publications 
on Tantra): We have here a detailed examination of the contribution 
of the six major Systems of Indian Philosophic Thought, the Şad Darsanas 
towards the understanding of the nature of the Reality, the Universe 
and the Individual. It is shown how each of the systems, Nyāya, Vaisesika, 
Saikhya, Yoga, and the schools of the Vedanta, lead one step by step 
towards a spiritual Monism as the ultimate Truth of Creation. It is 
noteworthy that Sir John docs not deal with these thought-systems as 
ae past but treats them as living stages in the progress of the 
towards fuller and fuller Knowledge and relates them at 
every step to the march of modern Science. He is convincing when 
© discusses how most of the truths perceived by the Seers of old are now 
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being confirmed by the progress of Science. This is not to say that all 
that is being discovered by Science today is there already known in the 
ancient thought of India and in the same form. The fact is that the 
fundamental truths of the Universe which were seized upon directly 
by the fresh and intuitive mind of the Seers of the Veda and Upanisad 
are now being confirmed by physical and psycho-physical sciences from 
the other end. Their method—the experimental mcethod—is necessarily 
different but the conclusions at which they arrive are substantially and 
strikingly the same as posited by the Vedanta. 

The author describes how the entire universe and its constituents 
is a spread-out, prasara, of the Supreme Power, the Adya Sakti, the Divine 
Consciousness as Force. Spiritual and transcendent in its pristine station 
above, it.bursts forth as and in the Universe, constituting or becoming 
the several orders of creation by a graded self-formulation and modification 
of itself in denser and denser forms of existence. Matter, Life, Mind, 
are each of them different terms of the self-manifestation of the One 
Divine Consciousness and are found to be as such in their depths when 
scrutinised with appropriate means. This basic unity, this oneness of 
origin that underlies all forms in creation is a fact of spiritual experience 
which is being increasingly corroborated by the results of the advance 
of Science. The Cartesian dualism of mind and matter no longer holds 
good. It is recognised that the ‘missing links’ pertain only to the super- 
fices of the process of Evolution, and probed deeper, the Universe reveals 
an unbroken Continuum over all the several tiers of existence. Even 
Time and Space are categories of the Self-extension of this Consciousness- 
Power, terms which refer back to its original truths of Eternity and Infinity. 
All creation ‘ultimately resolves itself into a vibrant manifestation of a 
Supreme Consciousness-Force, the Divine Sakti, in the cbullience of Her 
native Ananda. It is One Lila. The Play is Real. The Player is the 
Real of the reals. And man too has a part to play. Whether he will 
live in ignorance and be a puppet or, growing in Knowledge and Conscious- 
ness, he will liberate himself into an identity with the Dynamic Sakti 
and thus freely participate as a conscious player, is the choice before each 
individual. 


Sri Aurobindo Ashram M. P. PANDIT 
Pondicherry 


July 30, 1957 


a 
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FOREWORD 


Tue present book! is the first of a series which I hope to be able to complete, 
explaining succinctly some general philosophical principles of the Doctrine 
of Sakti or Power from the Sakta Vedanta standpoint. A correspondent 
once asked me—what was that? The answer is, that it is that Doctrine 
which is to be found, expressly or implicitly, in the Tantras of the Agama- 
Sastra of the Advaita Sakta and Saiva communities of worshippers. The 
two have points in common in (amongst others) their Doctrine of Sakti 
and its evolution as the 36 Tattvas and so forth. Thus the latter are 
explained in both the Gandharva-Tantra, the Kashmirian Tattva-Sandoha, 
and other works. In the Pratah-Krtya as set out in the Mahanirvana- 
Tantra (V. 39) salutation is made to Atma-tattva, Vidya-tattva, and 
Siva-tattva, these being the three-fold divisions of the 36 Tattvas. 

In what way another enquirer asks—is it to be distinguished from 
Visistadvaita ? The answer is that according to the latter the Universe 
is the Body of the Lord, both now and in dissolution, that is always, whereas 
according to Sakta views though we may speak of the existing Universe 
as the Body of the Mother-Power (in Herself or Svariipa, infinite and pure 
Consciousness or Cidriipini) yet in dissolution the Universe, the Power 
whence it proceeds and of which it is a transformation, and the Changeless 
Real or Siva are one. 

The books will be short but with much condensed substance. My 
object is to state general principles with. reference to the thought of the 
day. The present counts. It is because Indian Philosophy and Religion 
are too often treated in an archaeological way, as things which have been 
and are gone, and as wholly unrelated to, and without value for, current 
thought, that they do not often receive the attention and respect which 
is their due. My own conviction is, that an examination of Indian Vedan- 
tic Doctrine shows, that it is, in important respects, in conformity with 
the most advanced scientific and philosophic thought of the West, and 
that where this is not so, it is Science which will go to Vedanta and not 
the reverse. 

1 All the six books of the series are brought under one cover in this volume. ; 


A 
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of Western Science may or may not be well founded, and has certainly 
undergone revolutionary changes from time to time. What is laughed 
at to-day is accepted tomorrow and vice versa. But if Western Science 
is deemed of value, so must be the Vedantic teaching which is in conformity 
with it. 

This series will illustrate more fully what is here stated, but in a 
general way some examples may be given in support of it. The primary 
doctrine of Advaita-Vedanta is Unity. The world is not a heap of entirely 
disparate things thrown together by chance. All are connected, the one 
with the other and suffer and enjoy through one another. Some gain 
this truth through their reason, others through their heart and others 
again by the stick. Thus the late war! has discovered the truth to those 
ignorant of it—that cach people and each man is dependent the one on 
the other. So that if we harm others we harm ourselves immediately or 
in the long run. Practical Science is charged with the same mission. 
Railways, steamers, aeroplanes, the telegraph, the telephonc, all help 
to establish the idea of the unity of mankind, to diminish particularism 
and to foster a wide view of the Universe and its meaning. 

India has ever held views which are both wide and of the deepest. 
Her infinities may bore or appal some. But who will deny that Her ideas 
have been the most colossal the world has known ? Her fearless logic 
has stayed at nothing, until reaching the last barriers of thought, man 
transformed by Sadhana and Yoga, has attained That which is alogical. 
By thinking and direct experience, unity is known. Western Science is 
working towards the same or similar conclusions by its own objective 
exper: imental method. i In this process it is destroying the difficulties and 
contradictions, which itself had created. It has set up partitions which 
It ae pulls down. Some of them may be pragmatically useful, for thinking 
= 3 be fluid unless we controlled the continuous flow of phenomena 

visions, labels and so forth. Some are indeed imposed on us from 


non, for this power to impose itself on the mind is a test of our Reality. 
ut others are the product of imperfect i i 
Seah i p observation and gratuitously 


on Noi ng to Vedanta is essentially justified. 
nity and Continuity are metaphysical concepts. The forms which 

we eke are, as forms, breaches of both. Nevertheless from theit 

gradations and relations the unity of Power of which they are manifesta- 


ninna Sadhana with such essential P. : sir 
1World War I (1914-1918) ntial Power gives direc 


. 
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experience (Veda) of the unitary essence which is displayed as Mind and 
Matter. Though the notion of Cit as the basis of all psychical modes 
is still peculiar to India, Western Science and Philosophy are now com- 
mencing to distinguish between Mind and Consciousness, holding that 
below and above the surface Consciousness there is yet another. There 
is in us much more than that of which we are aware. The unity of Mind 
and its action as a whole is now recognised, as also that Mind is a Force. 
This is well established in Indian Doctrine which teaches its activity in 
perception, actually going forth to its object and its creative power as shown 
in the so-called occult faculties or Siddhes. 

Speaking of this Mind-ray reminds me of a recent announcement 
that an instrument in the nature of an electroscope is to be shown at a 
forthcoming medical congress in proof of the statement that in vision a 
ray proceeds from the eye,—an old Indian notion. The hitherto supposed 
gap between Mind and Matter is closing, thus rendering a transition 
from physical to psychical concepts easier. It is an ancient Indian Doctrine 
that both Mind and Matter are modes of one and the same Substance, 
and as such related to and akin to one another thus rendering all know- 
ledge possible. Cognition is récognition. 

Of the greatest importance is the change of ideas regarding the nature 
and constitution of Matter. India in the person of her great thinkers has 
never held to what Sir William Jones called the “vulgar notions of matter”. 
Western Science now dematerialises Matter. The notion of real and 
lasting partitions between various forms of elementary matter is passing. 
The present tendency of science is towards the revival of the ancient 
Doctrine of one Substance-Energy, the Mahaéakti of the Vedantic Sakta 
and the Prakrti of the Samkhyas. All material forms are passing modes 
(Vikrti) of this one Power. Maya becomes a possibility and not the absur- 
dity which some have supposed it to be. Samkhya is not a “chaotic 
impertinence” as the English Samskritist Dr. Fitz Edward Hall, with the 
usual depreciation of things Indian, called it. On the contrary, here 
as elsewhere the rational character of Indian doctrine is justified. The 
hitherto supposed gap between “living” and “non-living” substance is 
now by many denied. Both are forms of the One Power which in this 
aspect is Pranah Pranasya, the Life of all lives. In so-called “inorganic” 
substance that Form displays itself in certain restricted ways and in organic 
substance in other ways of increasing freedom. As regards the evolution 
of “living” substance, the Indian notion has always been that the various 
forms of it differ only in degree and not in kind. 


a 
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In future numbers of this series I hope to deal with Cit, the unchanging 
principle of all changing experience. Its Power (Cit-Sakti and Maya-Sakti), 
Unity, Causality, Continuity and the various manifestations of Power 
(Sakti) or modes of its Substance-Energy as Mind, Life and Matter. 

But it is to be remembered that the Indian Quest has been and is a 
practical one—the quest of Happiness which all men seek. If it be truc, 
as Yoga holds, that Man can by the appropriate method think and other- 
wise work himself out of the dualistic system of which he is a part, yet whilst 
he is in and of it, on the path of Enjoyment (Bhoga) his thinking has its 
end in some form of action. In Sakta teaching, Yoga and Bhoga are unified 
(Yogo Bhogayate). - Man gains every end in and through the finite yet real 
world—even those which are unworldly, in the striving for unity with 
the Ens Realissimum of which the world is an act of will. That action in 
the world will be powerful to effect his aims (and who does not want that ?) 
if he worships the infinite Mother Power, the Supreme and complete “I” 
(Pimaham) of which he is according to this teaching a contraction (Samkoca) 
or form. “By Sadhana he makes contact and then unifies himself with the 
fundamental Grand Will. This Will reinforcing his own individual and 
contracted will, the “Little Doer” achieves all success. 

Another and most important matter to be remembered is this.—It 
has recently been said (Hoernle “Studies in Contemporary Metaphysics,” 
75) that “the Eastern doctrines of the veil of illusion over reality and of 
the elaborate ascetic regimen for Mind and Body by which the student 
must discipline himself for penetrating to the Reality behind the veil, 
have never profoundly affected the main current of Western thought. 
pee great Philosophers of the West, certainly since the time of the 

ce, have been men of the world as well as students and thinkers. 


They have never tried to be ‘holy’ men set apart from their fellows and 


the problems of contemporary life. They have not, even when they 
were professors, 


Rais spent their days in meditation and mortification of the 
e pn order to achieve individually the blessedness of Union with the 
c. 


These statements do not appl : ; ? 
ply to the Middle A : 
the supposed “Veil of Illusion” e Ages in the West. With 


sh VG , this book deals. Sakta doctrine does not 
poeta micelle regimen”, except by “ascetic”, we understand a self- 
z muna ordered life. Says the Kularnava-Tantra (Ch. I-V, 75, ¢ 
ae eceiv by Thy Maya hope to attain liberation by cating one 

a day, by fasting and other acts which emaciate the body. What 
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liberation can such ignorant ones get by the torture of the body ? Don- 
keys go about naked, are they therefore Yogis ? If liberation is to be had 
by smearing oneself with mud and ashes then village dogs who roll therein 
are Yogins. Deer and other animals live on grass leaves and water, are 
they therefore Yogins ? Hogs are exposed to cold wind and heat. To 
them all food fit and unfit are alike. Are these then Yogins ? Oh Kules- 
vari, all such practices deceive. The only direct cause of liberation is 
knowledge of the Truth (Tativa-jndna). It again affirms that, in Kaula- 
Dharma, Bhoga (Enjoyment and Suffering) is converted into Yoga (Yoga 
bhogayate) and the world is made the seat of liberation (Moksdyate samsarah). 

The end which is beyond the life of earth is achieved in it. It is not 
the fugitive but the Vira (hero) who meets life face to face, who conquers 
all vain fears and ignorance and achieves. He is Vira who struggles with 
Avidya. By what man falls, by that he rises. But in common with other 
Indian systems, it holds that by reason and speculation alone Reality, in 
its sense as the Supreme Experience, is not attained. For this, Sadhana 
as physical, intellectual and moral purification, self-control, discipline, 
and worship are necessary. Without these the doctrine is not, even in 
an intellectual sense rightly apprehended, still less is the Truth realised. 
Man must transform his nature to attain it. This involves right activity 
(Kriya) with awareness of, and self-identification in all functions with, the 
indwelling Mother-Power: “She I am” “Seham” he says. 

It has been said in the West (and this is Indian doctrine) that there 
is no end to what the trained and tutored will can do; and that because 
if a man puts himself in line with the Forces of Life he can tap reservoirs 
of Power, the contents of which are bottomless, because they are co- 
extensive with the Universal Life. This is the meaning of two terms 
common in the Tantra, namely, Yoginipriya (Beloved of the Yoginis) Yogini- 
pasu (slave of the Yoginis). The Yoginis are Devata aspect of the Forces of 
Nature or Avarana-Devatas of the Mahd-yogini, the supreme Mahamaya- 
Tripurasundart. Work with them and success is attained. Work against 
them and ill-fortune follows. Identify the self with the partial aspects 
which are the Yoginis and then various Powers (Siddhis) are attained. 
Identify the self with the Mahd-yogini Herself and Man is liberated, for 
He is no longer man but She. This is the Sakta teaching, come down 
from days when India was a Siddha-Bhimi. With what a man should 
identify himself, depends upon what he wants. But whatever, it is, he 
gets the Power, if he but wills and works for it. 


r 
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In conclusion, I wish to express my thanks to my friend Professor 
Pramathanatha-Mukhyopadhyaya! for the help he has given mc in the 
preparation of and in revising this and the forthcoming volumes, in which 
latter I hope to include some valuable notes of his on their subject. 


Calcutta, 14th July 1921 J. W. 


n 
Ae 1 Now Swami Pratyagatminanda Saraswati. 
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POWER AS REALITY 
I 


Ir is a common notion concerning the Hindus that they are an unpractical 
people, without “grip on reality,” believing life to be a “dream.” This 
estimate is supposed to receive corroboration from the fact of their political 
dependence! and to be in some degree the justification of it. Their 
Religion and Philosophy is said to be accountable for these alleged defects 
and their results. False philosophies and religions have (it is supposed) 
impeded. India in the path of what its critics consider to be self-realization. 
That there has been a lack of dynamism is obvious enough, for otherwise 
things would not be what they are. Therefore is needed the worship 
of Sakti or Power. There has been in some quarters a lack of faith, of 
belief, of self-confidence which is life and the issue of Life. How wonderful 
is the saying of that unnamed sage (to which I will in another volume 
return) which is quoted by Punyananda and Bhāskararāya in their Com- 
mentaries on the Yogini-hrdaya, and Nityasodasika-Tantras. 


x Apūrnam manyata vyadhih karpanyatka-nidana-bhih 


“Sense of imperfection is disease and the sole source of every misery.” 
But does not the Vedanta speak of the Pirna, the Whole which is both 
Health and Life lasting ? Is it the fact that Indian philosophy and religion 
are responsible ? This is a large question, the answering of which would 
involve very many inquiries extending over a large field. Here I am 
concerned with one only. To me the Hindu typal-mind has a profound 
sense of reality, both as universe and its ground. 

The power of ideas is immense and the greatest of all powers. But, 
we must not over-exaggerate the influence on man at large of the technical 
discussions of professional philosophers. This is above all true of the 
philosophical issue, so long and even now agitated, namely as to the reality 
of the world of objects, as to the real nature of the “Real,” as to what is 


— 


1 Written in 1921 when India was not independent. 
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real and unreal in experience, and so on. The reality of the universe 
is imposed even on philosophers notwithstanding their arguments. For 
both they and the common folk form part of and perceive it. The differ- 
ence between these two classes, in India as elsewhere, lics in this, that the 
reality of the world, in the technical sense of “Reality” as understood in 
the West, is taken for granted by the latter, who pursue their avocations 
unworried by self-created difficulties, whilst some at least of the former 
in the West have been engaged in the task of endeavouring to show that 
the things which we perceive are not really what we perccive them to be. 
Indian philosophic thought preserves the reality of the object experienced, 
whilst making full allowance for the influence in the act of perception of 
individual mental characteristics and tendencies called Samskaras, until 
that stage of cosmic consciousness (called Hiranyagarbha) is attained 
in which Reality as the Universals or Generals of the sense-particulars 
(Tanmatras) is experienced. Beyond this is Perfect Experience as Yévara 
and then Pure Samvit Itself. In the Hiranyagarbha subsumed by {svara 
there is still the limiting Samskara which while allowing perfect experience 
of the universals, yet precludes a perfect experience of the whole cosmic 
dynamism of things and their relations. This limitation is removed in 
the stage of Isvara in which there is not only a perfect experience of effects 
(karya) as they are but of causes as they are. There is no question of 
noumenal and phenomenal aspects but rather of casual and effectual 
aspects; nor is there a question of an unknowable background as in Western 
Science. Both aspects are actually known by us imperfectly; the effectual 
by Hiranyagarbha perfectly; both causal and effectual by Igvara perfectly. 
Western thought has endeavoured to show that things are not what 
they appear to be, that is, they are in fact other than what they seem. 
We are thus said to live in “appearances” of “things in themselves,” un- 
knowable yet existing in their own right. The sense-data are mere effects, 
produced in a perceiver’s mind by the action on the sense organs of material 
objects, conceived in terms of imperceptible and hence hypothetical 
particles and forces. According to the Indian idea here described, it is 
puma that things are as things what they appear to be. There is no 
thing m itself” and therefore no appearance of it. The individual’s 
perception of a thing is however subject to the limitations of his sense- 
capacity and of his Samskāras. The Western view is—“What I see as 


green is objectively not green at all, but i ‘Drati 
hypothetical Eth , but an hypothetical vibration of an 


er.” But according to Indian doctrine greenness is 
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objective: though this greenness may be perceived by me subject to my 
Samskaras or prenatal tendencies and conditions of sense-capacity. The 
standard thing or the standard quality is not an unknowable extra-mental 
X, but the standard experience of a perfect Experiencer, Igvara or Hiranya- 
garbha. I§vara’s experience is the “thing in itself” and of the “thing 
in itself”; my experience is an actual participation in His subject to my 
own limitations. There is thus no difference (as in the West) between 
“thing in itself” and “appearance” (which latter does not resemble the 
former), but between standard or perfect experience on the one hand and 
varied individual experience, subject to limitations, on the other. The 
Vedanta says that things are forms of, or appearances backed by, a Spiritual 
Reality which is not a thing at all. But so far as anything is a thing, we 
know it, subject to our limitations, for what it is. The Real has three 
bodies causal, subtle, and gross of which the former is the common source 
of the other two, which constitute the world of subtle and gross objects. 

Experience in each of these bodies is direct and real. Scientific doctrine 
has not this reality of experience. For the perceived is substituted the 
inferred, and some of this inference is (when not unsound) either based 

on slender evidence or mere hypothesis. Inference is not the experience 

of the real. It may be wholly error. In applicd science we live in a 

real world. But theoretical science and metaphysics may, as regards 

the inferred ultimate nature of things, be without truth, the correspondence 

of the real. In such matters an idolatry of Science is amongst the most 

foolish. Nevertheless it is a fact that Science is putting forward to-day 

theories which, if without meaning as applied to the physical world alone, 

neverthcless tend to establish the truth, which gives them meaning. Thus 

when it attributes unity, conservation, and continuity to Matter, Energy, 

and Motion in an universe of obvious plurality and discontinuity (since 

every form is a real breach of it) what it is in fact doing is to show that 

none of its conceptions have any meaning, except on the assumption of 

the unity and unmoving continuity of Consciousness in the sense of the 

Vedantic Cit. 

Indian thought affirms the truth (in its grade) of experience whether 
empirical or transcendental. Merc speculation as to the nature of either 
as inferred by reasoning or sense data leads at best to a conclusion of 
probability. The only certitude is in direct Experience itself. Nothing 
useful is gained in attempting to prove that experience is in itself not real, 
or is an appearance of something unperceived. If we would know what 


a 
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some other than ordinary experience is, we must actually shift, not our 
speculative thought on to it but our being into it. In other words, we 
must have that experience directly. When we have made the shift, the 
experience which we have left is of no concern to us. But even if it were, 
it would not appear to be false but to be the relative truth of the stage at 
which it was had. It is “corrected” only in and for the next experience 
of the Real. Whilst on the plane of material expericnce, sense-data, 
inference, and reasoning take their part in raising the self to its own higher 
Self and its experiences. There is no magic carpet which wafts the self 
from one stage to the other. But it is only a part of the Sadhana as moral 
conduct, self-discipline and ritual worship which are the necessary preli- 
minary of Yoga through reasoning (Jnana), feeling (Bhakti) or action 
(Karma). Truth is given us in our awareness of the world, for as we see 
it so it really is for us. There are higher experiences than this. But if 
they are to be had, the whole subjective being and its material. body ‘must 
be. so actually transformed as to enable such experiences to be had. In 


other words we must experience reality whatever be its aspect—and not 
merely discuss it. 
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practicality in doctrine and discipline. “Realism” in the Western sense 
is the doctrine that reality exists apart from its presentation to, or con- 
ception by, consciousness. The realist believes that in sense-perception 
we have assurance of the presence of reality distinct from the modifications 
of the perceiving mind and existing independently of perception. This 
is the Hindu position. In Epistemology or theory of knowledge the Idealist 
asserts, after the manner of the Buddhist, that the reality of the world is 
its perceptibility. This the Hindu denies. 

With this definition of “Realism” no harm is done by the employment 
of a technical Western term. Descriptive names given to Western systems 
of thought are not seldom in themselves ambiguous and often actually 
misleading when applied to Indian doctrine. They have their utility 
as a specics of short-hand for the description of Western systems and serve 
a purpose when we endeavour to compare Western and Eastern thought. 
But care must always be taken in their use. “Realism” even in Europe 
does not always connote the same thing. Idealism again is a vague term. 
In the metaphysical sense, Idealism is the name given to any theory which 
maintains the Universe to be throughout the work or the embodiment 
of Reason or Mind. In this metaphysical sense of the term, that is as 
opposed to materialism, all the Six Philosophics may be described as 
idealistic, for none of them is materialistic.2 In an epistemological sense 
the Hindus are Realisis. In the metaphysical sense, some of their systems, 
such as the Samkhya and Vedanta have been called Idealistic. The 
former may perhaps be- so described, if a system which derives matter 
from things mental can be so called. It is certainly not (as has been said)? 
materialistic. It sounds strange to call a system materialistic which derives 
matter from thoughts and ideas and such an estimate is‘ absolutely against 
the universal tradition of Hindus who, notwithstanding thei assiduous 
critics, may be at least allowed to know what their own systems mean. 
For this reason, the Indian author last cited calls it Psycho-dynamism, 
inasmuch as the Principles which it regards as the origin of things are both 
psychical, that is, in the nature of feelings, thoughts and ideas, and dynamic, 


1 See Baldwin. Phil. Dict. sub. voc. 6 : k 

2 The first standard or Nyaya-vaigesika has been called “Hindu Realism” and in 
several senses it is so. It is however not materialism and cannot be called Idealism in 
so far as its creation is a conjunction of previously Geert Pee : 

3 By Prof. Garbhe. Samkh. Phil. 242: et seq. Prof. Muller called it a system 
of Idealism, Six Systems. X. $ 

4 As pointed out by J. C. Chatterjee in Hindu Realism, 14. 
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that is of the nature of forces or powers. The Vedanta again differs funda- 
mentally from ‘such idealistic Western stsyems as those of Fichte, Schelling 
and Hegel, in that (amongst other things) the Vedantic Cause of the 
universe is not Mind or Reason as those terms are understood in the 
West but Cit (of which Mind is only a limited mode) and its Power or Sakti. 
It is better then in all cases to avoid Western terms except where they are 
nearly adequate, or comparison calls for them. We can most accurately 
describe Indian systems by avoidance of labels, and by stating what in 
fact they say, leaving others to docket them in their Histories of Philosophy, 
if they will. 

The belief to the contrary of that which I have expressed is I think 
in part due to the fact that the most talked-of system in the West is the 
Monistic Vedanta of the School of Samkaracdrya, and in part to a lack 
of understanding of this system, which presents some difficulties to the 
European mind. Even in India there are, I believe, at the present day 
but few who are really masters of it. 
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II 


Tue chief orthodox systems of Brahmanism are known as the Six Darganas 
or “Means of secing”,! because what the West calls Philosophy is that 
which gives men sight of sensible verities and enables them to understand 
in the light of Reason the super-sensible Truth attainable only through 
Veda, that is, the super-sensible standard experience of the Rsis? or Seers. 
Philosophy habits this experience, so far as may be, in its rational dress. 

These six systems may for the purpose of metaphysics be grouped into 
three, viz., (1) Nydya-vaisesika, (2) Samkhya-Yoga, (3) Vedanta.3 
This last term means Upanisad. As such, it must be distinguished from 
the various interpretations of it which are given by the Vedantic philo- 
sophical schools. 

All these systems teach the empirical reality of the external world. 
In fact Samkaracarya to whom the doctrine of the “unreality” of the 
world is attributed, emphatically affirms, in his polemic against the Subjecti- 
vism of the Buddhists, that matter is every whit as real as the mind which 
perceives it. The first of these groups teaches the absolute reality (that 
is, independence of the universe) of its nine eternally existing ultimate 
entities, with their properties, relations and so forth; the second, the 
absolute reality or the independence of the universe of its ultimate root 
as the evolving Material Cause’ associated with Efficient Causes or Cons- 
ciousness, the two Realities of this system; and the third, which is sub- 
divided into two general divisions, teaches in the first of these divisions 
that the universe in ultimate resort is real, not as independent, but as part 
of the one ultimate Reality or Brahman; whilst the Mayavada Vedanta, 
which is the sole system of the second division and is regarded by its ad- 
herents as the crown of all doctrines, teaches that the universe, paul 
empirically real, is in the transcendental sense neither “real” nor “unreal S 
nor partly either, but is backed up and made apparently substantial by 


1 t “Drs”, “to see” that is to know. 3 > 
a Rian ome eee esos Toor to sce” for they saw as Seers, that is had experi- 


ence (Jiiana) of ible truths. = msi’ i 
thi 2 Then Uttaramin p ämsā. The Pūrva or Dharma-Mimāmsā's metaphysical 


basis belongs to the first group. 
vya : post. 


5 Mulaprakrti: v. post. 6 Purusa which is Cit. s 
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this one Reality; which, though It is (relative to us) Being-Bliss-Cons- 
ciousness! and Lord,? is in Itself beyond all mind and speech (which, 
however, does not make It unknowable). 

These Six Systems are really One System,’ containing three chief 
presentments or Standards of Indian Thought suitable to various types 
and grades of mind, which Standards, in themselves, mark stages of ad- 
vance towards the understanding by the mind of the beyond-mind standard 
experience of the Seers or Rsis. Those who regard them according to 
notions of historical succession only will not accept this. They will also 
further point to the controversies of the adhcrents of each of the philosophi- 
cal and religious schools. It is however the Indian notion which is ex- 
pressed by Siva who says‘ “The Six Doctrines’ are My Six Limbs® (that 
is they form the unity of His Intellectual Body). He who separates them 
one from another severs my limbs (that is the unity of His Body). These 
also are the Six Limbs of Kula.”7 Siva is the all-knowing Supreme 
Consciousness, and Mind? is a mode of it. The Six Philosophies are 
the Six Minds or six Ways in which intellectual approach is made to that 
Full or Whole Experience, a state which transcends mind and its opera- 
tions. This Indian notion is essentially a true one. It is unaffected by 
succession in time, or by the fact that each adherent of a system is taught"! 
and believes that his system is the truth and would argue others out of 
theirs. It is necessary that this should be so, because only that-can be 
received which the particular mind is capable of receiving. ‘That is its 
truth. And that only can be held and lead to practical result in which 
one has faith. One stage is not contradictory of another, because they 
are stages complete and true in themselves, as representative of particular 
psychic development, of which the doctrine held is the corresponding ex- 
pression. Absolute truth consists in this, that it is impossible of correction. 
But the stages being relative are in a sense corrected 3 not in the sense 


a Saeddinanda, 2 Iévara. 
© correspondences between the Six Systems are given in the following notes 


yik a an i laining the statement that they are a presentment of the onc 


4 
7 Reape ene, 11-84, 85. 


in Sakti and Sākta. 
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that they fail according to a standard applicable to the stage of particular 
development for which they are appropriate; but because the mind, 
enriched and transformed in its continuing advance, moves towards 
another and truer attitude and standpoint. 

The Six Systems then are not wholly separate and mutually contra- 
dictory as commonly supposed, but are a graduated series in which the 
three groups form three great Standards suited to different types or grades 
of mind—different intellectual capacities and tempcraments.! What 
system any individual should follow depends on his competency or Adhikara, 
a very fundamental doctrine of Brahmanism. To cach is given the truth 
of his stage. When acquired, the mind naturally ascends to the next 
until, by the elimination of all which is accidental, it passes into the onc 
essential stagcless Reality.2 When therefore it is said that the Six form 
one system, reference is not made to their historical genesis. The relation 
is not temporal but logical. They are stages in a process of immanent 
logictof the Reason realising itself as the truc expression (so far as may be) 
in mind of supermental experience. The former cannot truly represent 
the latter, but some systems of thought make nearer approach to it than 
others. Classification by time is superficial. One system may ante-date 
or post-date another but what is essential is its character as being more 
or less advanced in the process of self-realisation. 

In all these systems the world as a combination of elements is a passing 
thing, it being a common Hindu notion that nothing which is produced 
(and the! universe as we know it is that) lasts for ever. Into what is it 
resolved? What are or is its fundamental Realities or Reality ? This 
leads to ‘a short survey of the teachings of the Six Systems on this point. 


1 See Hindu Realism, 5, et seq. ; 
2 Ste S Essay “Alleged Conflict of Sastras” in Sakti and Sakta. 
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Ir we reflect on the nature of ultimate Reality or Realitics, the most 
obvious division which suggests itself is that of the Experiencer and Ex- 
perienced, of the conscious Selves and the world of objects together with 
their various properties and relations. . 

On the subjective side there is Consciousness and Mind, for none 
of the Indian systems fails to distinguish the one from the other. We 
know ourselves as conscious beings. Consciousness is recognised by the 
First Standard! as a property and as such must inhere in some Reality 
which is independent of the body, since it is not the latters’ property for 
several reasons which this Sastra develops. We may only note heré the 
view that if Consciousness cannot be the property of the body as a whole, 
neither can it be a mere function of the brain, the brain theory of Cons- 
ciousness being open to the same objections as the one which maintains 
that consciousness is a property of the body as a whole.2 In fact cons- 
ciousness belongs to what feels itself to be the possessor of the body and 
makes use of the body. But as in all the other Standards, a distinction 
is drawn between Consciousness and Mind. The Atman or Self is the 
basis of Consciousness and experience. Itis not limited but is all-pervading 
and present everywhere. But we observe that the Self does not always 
perceive an object, even when the latter is in relation with a sense or senses 
by which it is perceived. Therefore the Self requires something else for 
perception, namely, attention in which case only perception of the object 
takes place. Moreover mind is wanted to enable the self to have experi- 
ence, not simultaneously of all things at once but in succession. For 
these and other reasons the necessarily limiting function of moving atomic 
mind in relation to unmoving all-pervading Self, and the separate real 
Custence of mind is shown. As consciousness is not the property of the 
body, neither is it the property of and one with the senses, life or mind. 

1 As to what follows the English reader i ; j 
and others., To those who know Bengali, Kaleran Ge aiim by T. C. Chaterjee 

2 See Chandrakānta-Tarkālankāra Lectures on 


3 Manas, z Hindu Philosophy, II. 174. 
Soe anas, ae arise between Manas and the Self or atman whose property is 
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Mind and senses are instruments of Consciousness. Thoughts, ideas 
and feelings are generally called Mind in the West, but the Self as sustainer 
of consciousness is not any of these. For they are in continual change 
and are known and experienced as changing things in much the same 
way as the body and its changes are known and experienced. Being so 
experienced they are not the experiencer. We are here on ground com- 
mon in general to all the Standards, the main distinction being that in 
this Standard the Self or Atman is the Reality in which all consciousness 
inheres, and consciousness is not its essential characteristic as in Samkhya 
and Vedanta. We thus get two ultimate Realities on the side of Perception 
for the senses are made up of the four minima! of discrete things perceived 
by the senses, and though real are not original ultimate realities. 

Then what is perceived ? What is perccived is Matter with its 
propertics and relations and so forth, now moving, now held in position 
in space. Matter is real, its properties and relations are real, and so arc 
time; motion and space. The sensible world is thought to be five-fold, 
for it affects our senses in five different ways. As the Standard docs 
not admit a common Substance with varying form, matter is constituted 
by a number of separate independently existing Realities. Matter has 
certain general qualities? which correspond to a certain extent to what 
European Philosophy calls the primary qualities which may be perceived 
by more senses than one: as also certain special qualities? which can 
each be perceived by a certain sense only and correspond to some of the 
so-called secondary qualities of Western Philosophy. But if external 
things cxist, they must do so independently of the percipient, for that 
is their Reality. Their qualities are really inherent in them and not 
in the percipients. Nor can it be said, as some do in the West, that some 
properties are inherent and objective and others subjective. For the 
arguments which prove that some properties are objective will also prove 
that the rest are so. As further explained later the theory of perception 
is fully “realistic.” The four special qualities which affect the four cor- 
responding senses are odour, taste, colour, and the touch sense. Sound 
in this standard is not regarded as a property of the discrete sensible things, 
there being no such thing from which sound cannot be entirely eliminated; 
yet sound as a quality can have no independent existence of its own, 
nor is it purely subjective. It inheres in the Reality called Ether (dkasa) 


1 Paramanus. z 
2 Sämānya-guņa. 3 Viścşa-guņa. 


ee 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


poo a SN EN IER SE Te ST te He 


90 THE WORLD AS POWER 


though not possessing exactly the same qualities as the Ether of modern 
Western science. Things move in it and produce sounds not in themselves 
but in the medium in which they move. There are thus four classes of 
Minima of those moving things which are discrete and are perceived by 
the senses, each of which is eternal and changeless and a fifth Reality 
the ethereal motionless Akasa in which they are. These Minima or 
Paramanus have been called! misleadingly “Atoms.” For the latter have 
in Western chemistry some magnitude, whilst the four classes of Paramanus 
are non-spatial and absolutely without any magnitude whatever. Unlike 
many, if not most, schools of Realism in the West there is no Hindu system 
of realistic thought which has ever held that the essential basis of the 
sensible world is a something or somethings which must have magnitude 
and extension. The ultimate constituents of sensible things are real but 
not hard solid particles with magnitude —a conclusion towards which 
Western investigation with its “dematerialization” of Matter now tends. 
The Minima combine to form sensible matter, the pure points standing 
themselves away from one another but being united mediately through 
the intervening ether which is itself a non-discrete Reality or continuum 
in touch with all discrete things. Each of these four classes of Paramanus, 
as the origin of a special quality perceived by a special single sense, is also 
the origin of the particular sense itself, namely, the senses commonly 
called touch, sight, taste, and smell. That is the special senses are cssen- 
tially of the same nature as the ingredients or originators of the qualities 
themselves. It is thus important to remember that according to -the 
Hindu theory of Perception the senses are essentially of the same nature 
as the originators of the qualities which are perceived by them. These 
senses perceive all perceptible things as moving, changing, coming into 
existence, and passing out of it. This standard has no such notion of 
inherent causal efficiency as is held by the second. It holds that the things 
themselves as things cannot do all this. Motion is communicated by the 
First Mover who is separate from that which He moves. Discrete things 
have no power of self-origination and movement—even if they had, we 
should not see the orderly movement which is in the universe unless there 
ae ae Power which makes this orderly movement and seasonable 
ere s and distinction of things possible. But we not only sce things 

ng changing, but they hold relative positions to one another, 


that is, are held together in their positions and must therefore be conceived 
1 As pointed out in Hindu Realism. 
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as being acted upon by a Power which works in a direction opposite to 
that in which the power of movement works. This movement or Kāla 
produces all relations which are called temporal and so is in this sense 
Time. The other principle or Dik by which discrete things are held in 
relative position produces notions of spatial direction. Space and Time 
have an objective existence irrespective of the mind thinking about them. 
The relations which they produce are as the things related. They are 
relations of the real separate things. 

Of Entities (Dravya) or as they are sometimes translated Substances, 
there are thus (both subjective and objective) nine! These with their 
qualities or properties, movements or actions; species, particular, inherent 
inseparable relation and negation are known as the seven Padarthas? or 
Categories under which everything which can be imagined are classed. 
All these entities, properties, relations and so forth are real. 

Dealing with the Entities (Dravya) there are in the Nydyavaisesika, 
the first and simplest of the three stages of philosophical development, 
on the one hand the Selves,? the basis of consciousness and experience, 
or that in which consciousness inheres, together with the Mind or instru- 
ment of their expericnce,* and, on the other hand, the four essential 
subtile objects of experiences from which are produced the gross perceptible 
objects of experience together with the ethereal mediums in which all 
discrete and separated things exist. To these it adds Kala, the Principle 
of yniversal movement bringing, according to general Hindu ideas, things 
into existence, subjecting them to change and carrying them out of existence 


1 Aunan, Manas, Paramanus (4), Akasa, Kala, Dik. 

2 Guna Karma, Samanya, Viscsa, Samavaya (as of quality with substance, action 
with substance, part with w] es) Abhāva. Gunas are 24 in number and are wie and 
Anitya, Karma 5, Sāmānya (3), Visesa many, Samavaya 1, Abhava 2 again divided 
into three. According to Kanada there were only 6 Padarthas, Abhava being omitted. 
That in which they inhere (Adhara) are Dravya in the case of Guna, Karma, Visega; 
Dravya, Guna, Karma in the case of Samanya and Samāvāya; and Abhava may be 
related to anything in Svaripa-Sambanda. According to Vedanta, Sakti is different 
from these. The Nyäya includes Sakti or Power in Abhava as the negation of obstruction, 
hindering production of effect (Prati-bandhakabhava). Igvara has Nitya-jfiana, Nitya- 
iccha, Nitya-kriya. These three properties are called the Saktis of Iévara. 

3Atmans. These correspond (when I use this word here or elsewhere I do not 
imply that the notions are identical: on the contrary) to the Purusas of the Samkhya-Yoga 
and to the one Atman of the Vedanta. 

Manas. This, as an instrument of experience, corresponds to the Antahkarana 
of the other systems of which Manas is one peice function. A 

5 Paramāņus. Their place is taken in the other system by the Tanmitras or supra- 
sensible matter. 

Akaéa: given as such medium in all the schools. 


i 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


tee 


2 THE WORLD AS POWER 


giving rise in the percipient to the notion of Time;! and Dik the Principle 
which, notwithstanding the impulse of the former, holds things together 
in their various relative positions giving rise in the percipient to the notion 
of relative position as “here and there,” “near and far” in Space.? In 
this system however neither Time nor Space are mere notions. They 
are Dravya or Entities that is something independently real, and self- 
subsisting. Confusion has arisen from the supposition that Kala and Dik 
mean Time and Space in the general Western sense of those terms.3 
Western Realists have also maintained that Time and Space have an 
existence irrespective of the mind thinking about them, with the result 
that all necessary relations drawn from knowledge may also be regarded 
as having a reality independent of the mind reflecting on them. This 
does not mean according to Western Realism that they have existence 
as individuals or independent of the things related. But they have just 
such reality as we are intuitively led to believe them to have; that is, they 
exist as necessary relations of the separate things.‘ According to the 
Nyaya-Vaisesika-Darsana, Kala is a general principle of movement and 
Dik is a power which acts in exactly a contrary way, that is, by holding 
things together in a particular position. It is not Space in the sense of 
rooms and is in the nature of spatial direction. Each Reality has only 
general relation with everything which moves or is held in position. They 
are both, as realities, distinct from the things in and upon which they 
operate: but as so operating they give rise in the percipient to the notion 
of relations called Time and Spatial position. 
The imperceptible Paramapus or things of no magnitude produce 
perceptible things with magnitude.s In this system the World as a com- 
pound of these lasting eternal elements is real since it exists independently 


. Kāla. In the Pancaratra-Tantras also time is defined as “the mysterious power 
which urges on and matures everything.” It is three-fold as Supreme, Subtle, Gross. 


cendental Time is traced back to V i i i 
sara E e ea e Ek Daek to Ez and is referred to in the saying Kālah kale 


(Anschauungs form) in the Pancaratra sce Schrader (Op. ci 
* £ p. cit: —71) where also he says 
higher s dea of T poa, aneendenoe was known to them and others. As to the two 

„Itis a part of the function of Niyati in the 36 Tatt i ā 
v. ee na ees pies spatial Sokoa to ich aee Be go 
C. ji's u Realism, 54 et seq. int i 

‘See Dr. J. McCosh. First and Fundamental Tms 166, Poe eee 
in which Dik i 


5 This n 9 
(Sthity 15 j is called Det Operates. Space as extension or locus of finite body 


Just as the infra-sensible Tanmitras of 


andl ther compouade a aN. coe the other standards give rise to the Bhitas 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


POWER AS REALITY 23 


of experience. Its ultimate constituents are self-subsisting and independent 
of all perceiving entities or selves. 

During dissolution! there exist all the Padarthas? except non-eternal 
compounded substance, non-eternal quality or properties and action or 
motion.2 Where there is more than one thing there must exist some 
sort of relation. The Selves or Atmanss (in whom is their Adysfa)é and 
their Manas? exist unconsciously, that is, without experience. The Para- 
manus with their Adrsta® exist without motion in Akasa? and Kala and 
Dik are inoperative. vara alone is eternally conscious, willing and 
active but without production of the universe. At creation! Isvara 
makes the Adrsta of the Atmans operative and conjoins the Atmans, ever 
associated with their Manas? in such wise that the Selves become Conscious 
and have experience of sensible Matter," the Adrsta of which is also made 
operative, upon which they are active after their nature, have motion, 
combine as Dvyanukas and then as Trasarenu, that is, combinations of 
the Dvyanukas or six “atoms”? which is the smallest sensible matter of 
three dimensions. 

The second and more advanced Standard or Samkhya-yoga asks 
whether, in an analysis of the World, we cannot reduce it to a lesser number 
of Realities than the nine entities with their properties and relations, 
namely Consciousness and Mind on the one hand, and on the other the 
four elements of matter in space, now moved, now held in position? It 
answers that we can. We can keep Consciousness and Mind and include 
the rest under the common heading Matter and attribute the latter’s 
motions and positions to its own inherent energies. We thus get three 
things—Consciousness, Mind and Matter. In the World we see constant 
change and we experience a continuity of consciousness as an unchanging 


1 Pralaya. 

2 Sec p. 21. Including Abhava there are seven categories or Padārthas here spoken 
of, but different schools of Därśanikas classify Padarthas differently. The Māyā-vādins 
say two (Cit, Acit), the Ramanujas three (Cit, Acit, Iévara), the Madhvas have two 
(Svatantra, Paratantra), Nakuligas three (Pati, Pasu, Pasa). 

3 That is the Nitya-Dravya, Nitya-gunas, Samanya, Visesa, Samavaya. There is 
Abhava of Karya and no Karma; Anitya (non-Eternal) Dravyas are cverytung: begin- 
ning with the Dvyanuka of Prthivi, Apah, Tejah, Vayu. The rest are, incl ing the 
Paramianus, Nitya (Eternal). 


4 Here called Samyoga-visesa-sambandha. 5 See p. 21. 
6 The product of past Karma and the cause of future Karma. Adrsta as a Guna 
cannot be ever separated from the Atman. 7Sec p. 21. 


_ = These have their Samskaras. All Matter has its appropriate behaviour due to 
inner Cece, or Samskara. 9 See p. 21. 
Tsui. 
11 Compounded of the ultimate Minima or Paramanus. 
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Self. We sce and experience both Consciousness and Unconsciousness. 
The two chief concepts then which claim our attention are Consciousness, 
Unconsciousness, Changelessness, and Change. Examination shows the 
first differs fundamentally from the second and belongs to a category of 
its own, that is, it must be regarded as a separate and different reality from 
the rest. Why ? Because our intuition of Consciousness is of its continuity. 
It is true that some speak of the “stream” of consciousness, but examina- 
tion shows that it is not unlimited consciousness which moves but the 
limited mind which is associated with it and is its instrument. Notwith- 
standing all apparent change, we are conscious of a persisting spaceless 
and timeless Self which gives meaning to all our notions of motion, change, 
space, and time. But whilst we know ourselves as consciousness we are 
aware of limitations upon it. Consciousness cannot as such limit Cons- 
ciousness. It must then be something unconscious which docs so. This 
something then is Mind. Mind certainly appears to be conscious; but 
this is so not because it is in fact Consciousness but because it is associated 
with, and backed by, Consciousness. Mind is a play of dark unconscious 
force which is lit up by Consciousness. Again Consciousness in itself is 
unlimited, but everything else which is not Consciousness, or so far as it 
is not so, is limited. Consciousness then is distinct from Mind and Matter 
in that the former is changeless, timeless, spaceless, unlimited, whilst Mind 
a Matter are changing things and (being things) limited in Time and 
pace. 

The next question’ is—Consciousness being a distinct reality from 
Mind and Matter, are these last two separate realities or can they be 
reduced to one ? They can be so reduced if shown to have qualities in 
common bringing them under one general concept. We have seen that 
there are two such qualities. Each is fer se unconscious. Consciousness 
is unlimited and all-pervading and therefore immanent (however veiled) 
in Mind and Matter. But abstractedly considered and by themselves, 
Mind and Matter are unconscious. Again they are both changing. 
We observe matter in constant change. So also the mind changes, its 
instability being compared to mercury. In fact motion, as both Aristotle 
and the Hindus say, is the essential characteristic of Nature. For this 

sratuavsingle (particle es ven ¢ in constant movement (Spanda), 
se Jail hb wicve neat the San 1 tor one moment at rest. Throughout 
remains as the one unchanged Consciousness, 
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the static centre of this other Reality which is many, changing, and un- 
conscious. Both Matter and Mind, which move in and around it are 
two aspects, the first gross and the second subtle, of onc common Ground 
and Reality. 

The Second Standard then reduces the many realities of the first 
into two, namely, the Purusas or Selves as Consciousness and Prakrti the 
source of both the mental and psychical as subject on the one hand! and 
the material as object? on the other. Prakrti the source of the world 
of mind and matter is self-subsisting Entity independent of the Selves 
which, as being in themselves Consciousness, lighten and give the similitude 
of consciousness to its dark unconscious operations. She is active before 
Him because Nature always works for the Consciousness directed towards 
it. As Prakrti is real so also are its derivatives Mind and Matter, the 
latter including the whole universe of objects and the former all empirical 
subjects. 

In this system the nine Realities of the previous one are dealt with 
as follows: The place of the eternal, infinitely numerous selves or Atmans 
is here taken by the eternal, infinitely numerous Pirusas or Selves. But 
whereas the VaiSesika Atman is a Reality of which consciousness is not an 
essential, inalienable characteristic but is that in which Consciousness 
is only sustained, the Purusas are Pure Consciousness (Cit) Itself. All 
the other eight Realities of the former system are assigned to, and included 
within Prakrli, the non-conscious Principle. The place of Manas is taken 
by the inner instrument or Antah-karana} by which infinite experience is 
had;* and the place of the four Paramdnus and Akasa is taken by the five 
Tanmatras or forms, of supersensible “Matter” or universals, which in 
combination produce the particulars which are sensible matter.s Kala 
as “Time” has no objective existence apart from the Moment‘ or ultimate 
and absolute unit of change, namely, the instantaneous? transit of a 
Tanmatra from one point in space to the next succeeding point. The 


1 The Antah-karana working with the aid of the senses or Indriyas. Consciousness 
is reflected on these because the natural Principle (Prakrti) and all its products are in 
themselves unconsciousness. 

2 Compound matter made up of the five forms of sensible matter (Bhiita) derived 
from the super-scnsible Tanmatra. 

This term includes Buddhi, Ahamkara, Manas which operate with the aid of the 
outer instruments, the senses, between which and the first two Manas is the link. 

4 Through a form of catalytic activity: that is by the reflection of consciousness on it. 

5 Bhita. 6 Ksana. 

7 Lotze says “Nothing could conceivably have the power to interpose an interval 
of time, vacant as in that case it would be betwecn cause and consequence.” 


fe 
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moment is real, being identical with the unit of change in phenomena 
and the Time-relation thus shares in this reality. Dik as the totality of 
position, or as an order of co-existent points, is like order in time relative 
to the understanding, being constructed on the laws of actual relations 
of position intuited by empirical consciousness. Spatial position results 
from the different relations in which the all-pervasive Ether or Akasa 
stands to the various bounded objects in it. The category of Causality 
is mediated through the scheme of order in time. In short, Space, Time, 
and Causality are empirical relations of things having objective empirical 
reality but not independent of the things so related.1 This standard 
teaches the efficiency, as inherent dynamism, of the world of things, since 
the Universe in all its forms is a manifestation of the Supreme Causal 
Energy-Substance Itself. 


1 Sec Dr. Seal’s “Positive Sciences of the Hindus.” 18-22. 
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Tue third stage opens with the question whether it is possible to reduce 
the two Realities to one. At this point reason alone fails to establish the 
necessity of any such resolution. Perceiver and Perceived can only be 
unified in something which transcends both and therefore all empirical 
experience is something alien to it. Reason may doubtless establish con- 
clusions of some probability, but it cannot be shown with certitude that 
the ultimate Reality is single whilst we still rest in present world experienc. 
If we assume one of two Realities only we may reasonably fix on Cons- 
ciousness which is self-directing rather than on unconscious matter, but 
that there is only one remains to be proved. Supreme unitary experience . 
is knawn only by consciousness divested of those conditioning limitations 
which" are the very constituents of ordinary limited world experience, 


` and which consciousness has thus expanded into that Immensity which 


is the meaning of the word Brahman. To know this One Reality directly 
is to be It. To know of It is learnt from those who have had unitary 
experience or have received the traditional teaching of such experiencers. 
Therefore it is that the Vedanta is essentially a Sruti-pradhdna or revealed 
Sastra as opposed to a Yukti-pradhdna or reasoning Sastra. That there is 
one ultimate Reality is known by most only secondarily as the revelation 
of the Seers or Rsis who have “seen” this Truth, that is, have had direct! 
experience of it in Samadhi or ecstasy; and primarily by such direct ex- 
perience which is open to all who are qualified and strive to attain it. 
Spiritual experience varies. It may be of a more or less dualistic character 
or (for so long as it endures) Monistic. The great Vedic saying (Maha- 
vakya) “That thou art” (Tat tvam asi) has thus received varying inter- 
pretations. The word Yat (That) in Sanskrit may stand for any case.2 
It may be read in the nominative, then meaning the identity of the Māyā- 
vada school or of Rāmānuja.3 It may stand for other cases. Tat may 
mean Tasmat as in Vallabha’s school—“the one from Whom all proceeds.” 
Tat may mean Tasya, as in Madhva’s school—“you are His.?4 “He is 
1 Aparoksajfiana. 


2See Bhamati Kalpataruparimala of Appaya Dikshita, sūtra 1. No school stands 


ccusati instrumental, each school puts forward its own Veda-mantra. 
FR e O or) “You are part of the whole.” 4 Svamitva-sambandha. 
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your Lord, you belong to, and depend on Him.” Tat may mean Tasmin, 
Tasmai as in. the case of other dualistic teachers (Dvaitavādins) and devotees 
(Bhaktas). ”He it isin Whom you live, with whom you must unite through 
devotion or It is for Him you are.” ‘For him you are produced and for 
Him you must work being in His service.” Out and out dualists like the 
Naiyayikas say “You are not That (Atat tvam asi)”. 

In the system taught by Ramanuja, Nimbarka, Vallabha and Madhva, 
the world in each case is real, but the Principle of which it is the mani- 
festation is not independent and self-subsisting but dependent on or present 
in God as the Ens Realissimum in various ways, as either the Body of the 
Lord,' within His Lordship,? or as different? from the Lord as the possi- 
bility of distinct and dependent existence,‘ and yet not different as im- 
possibility ofeindependent existence,’ or as one with God without recourse 
to any principle of Māyā,ś such as Samkara teaches, being a part of Him, 
as it were a spark thrown out by fire.? In all these systems! Godis the 
Ens Realissimum, and all other realities are in one way or another dependent 
on Him, though independent of the mind of the creature who perceives 
them. Being part of the Lord they share in His Reality. For a know- 
ledge of this ultimate Reality all depend on Sruti or Veda the teaching of 
which is interpreted in various ways. The interpretations differ and so 
do the spiritual experiences, but they are none the less true for that. They 
have the reality of all actual experience and the truth of their stage of 
experiencing. In spiritual progress man passes from out the lower to 
the higher experience, that is, an experience of greater unity. The standard 
spiritual experience is that of the Rsis as embodied in the Vedas. 
iis eee God thus stands to the world in the same relation as man’s soul to 

2 Svimitva-sambandha. The three ities in thi 
who Ea (Niyämaka), i the njo = (hoki) and the obiecte oi anjar (Bhoaye). 
app roach te Ghristian, theology. Uni 1s a material cause of the universe, makes nearest 


h on consists in making approach to and becomin 
3 Nimbarka. 4 TA hävah. a 


5 Svatantra-sattā-bhāvah. Hence the doctrine i 5 “di 
yet not different.” In the Saho Ao ae Seerne is known as Bhedā-bheda “different 


Kashmir school h as Svacchanda- 
am DE Oy a aa aid ghe s Sastras, Unity (Abheds). Diversity (Bheda) 
i be R un d in others (See "ie n) ge al taught. Every Indian Sastra shares ideas 

allabha. 


sm” by J. C. Chatterjee, 6.) 
amkaracarya denies absolute identity in this sense, fe i i identi 
ON amie ! aaa for according to him the identity 
erlehels ere individuala SS is only established after climinating Maya from the 
8 The Western reader who desires 


consult V, S. Ghate “Le Vedanta Ea pet en E E 
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Tue third Standard or Vedanta consists of two main divisions. In the 
first is contained every school but that of Samkaracarya. His Mayavada 
is the sole system of the second division. The ground of distinction con- 
sists in this, that he alone distinguishes between conventional and trans- 
cendental reality and truth. All Vedantic schools are at one in taking 
up the analysis at the point at which it was left by the previous standard. 
They do not altogether discard its findings but hold that one of its two 
Realities, Prakyti the Unconscious Form-principle, is not wholly inde- 
pendent of the other or Formless Consciousness or Purusa. Reality of the 
universe as the complete independence of that second Standard is denied, 
but another reality is given to the universe according to the first division, 
namely, the reality of that of which it is a part or with which it is connected. 
According to the Vedanta of the second division this reality of the universe 
is empirical only, and from the transcendental standpoint is denied. The 
Vedanta thus in the continuous approach to unity reduces the two Realities 
of the Second Standard to one Reality only. 

The final step is taken by the May4-vada Vedanta on its transcen- 
dental side. Empirically it admits a real material causation by Maya 
as the Power of the Lord, who is Being-Consciousness-Bliss, as also the 
reality of the world of Mind and Matter. If the cause be real the products 
must be so. Matter is every whit as real as Mind, is not the creation of 
the latter. The order of evolution of the Jiva or individual differs from 
that of the Samkhya. But from the transcendental aspect, which is the 
standpoint of God, the world is without reality. The ultimate experience 
is not a world-experience. From the view-point of the former’s persistence, 
what comes and goes is unreal. There is here no infringement of Realist 
doctrine which affirms that matter exists independently of mind. This 
is fully recognised. But it is clear that in a state which transcends both, 
that is, in which there is neither Matter nor Mind, the question whether 
matter exists independently of mind cannot arise. There is no denial 
of the realistic position because a further form of experience is assumed 
where Realism, Subjectivism and the like have from the nature of the 


on 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


30 THE WORLD AS POWER 


case no meaning. “Realism” assumes both Mind and Matter. So does 
the Advaitin Vedantist as regards World-experience. In the state which 
it assumes beyond World-experience the question does not arise. ; 

It is this second division of the Vedantic schools occupied by one 
System only, namely, the Monistic Maya-vada doctrine of Samkaracarya 
which has given risc to the notion that the Hindus think the world is unreal, 
though the vast number of ordinary folk can have no such notion and - 
every other Indian philosophical school combats his teaching on this 
point. By its followers this school is regarded as the crown of the whole 
series of thought-systems of which the Carvakas and Lokayatas, atheists 
and materialists, are at the other and the lowest end. The fundamental 
distinction between it and the other Vedantic systems lies in this, that 
whereas they in ultimate resort give to the universe reality, though de- 
pendent on Brahman of which it is in one sense or other a part, in this 
last system the manifold of the universe consists only of “Names and 
Forms”,! which are no true part of the one and sole Reality or Brahman, 
whose presence gives the world the appearance of substantiality it possesses. 
They are the product of an inscrutable Power? of the Lord,3 who is Him- 
self only the Immense or Brahman seen through the self-same veil of 
Maya. In this way the sole Reality, in its sense of unchanging everlast- 
ingness, is affirmed. 

The unreality of the world was the theme of some of the northern 
Buddhist schools,* who in this as in other matters deserted the path of 
good sense marked out by Brahmanism. The Tibetan word which 
answers to Maya, when given the meaning of a magical and illusory show 
conjured up by a Magician, is s-Gyuma. It was Samkaracarya’s object 
_ to refute these Buddhists and he, in so doing, gave an interpretation of 
Vedanta which, whilst in opposition to Buddhistic Idealism on the empirical 

Plane, in that it asserted that matter was every whit as real as the mind 
which perceived it (and was therefore not the creation of mind), yet con- 
ceded the “unreality” (as his school defines the term “Real”) of the universe 
from the transcendental standpoint. 
B Tat there is some similarity between his doctrine and that of the 
aaa renee ai was long ago perceived, as in the Padma Purana 

speaks of his system as a “bad doctrine and a covert form of Buddh- 


1 Naéma-ripa. 2 Acintya-Sakti 
4Sce ; akti. „3 Iévara. 
Tex By, Introduction to the Buddhist Tantra, Sricakra-sambhara, Vol. VII, Tantrik 
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ism.”1 It is however equally obvious that there are also fundamental 
differences between the doctrines, some of which we will shortly examine. 
In the first place, Samkaracarya held to the empirical reality of the world 
as existing independently of its percipient. Since the Jiva or Individual 
Centre produces his own Samskaras or tendencies, there is, it is true, a sense 
in which we each make our own world. But in another sense the world 
exists independently, as the actualization of the collective Samskaras. He 
conceded empirical reality to the waking and dreaming states and even 
to illusion? (strictly so called) whilst they lasted. They are, they are 
“had” or experienced. Moreover the object as experienced is for such 
experience true. A vivid dream is for the dreamer indistinguishable 
from waking experience, the sense-data of which it revives and combines 
after its own mysterious fashion. All that Samkaracarya said was that 
the reality of one state was “contradicted,” that is corrected, by another, 
the dream by the waking state, illusion by normal experience. Is there 
then any state which is not contradicted or corrected by another ? The 
answer is—Yes, there is—it is that which exists “uncontradicted” in all 
the “three times” (past, present, and future). This is Para-Vidya. The 
working of the senses and intellect are Apara-Vidya. These are neither 
contradicted nor even corrected by Pard-Vidya. All contradiction is 
within the Apard-Vidya between attributes—the work of the senses and 
the intellect. But where these have no place and forms have no meaning, 
where duality does not exist—how can such Reality (itself uncontradicted) 
contradict ? Contradiction is possible when opposite attributes are 
applied to a thing assumed to be the same. But the same relation does 
not exist between the two forms of Knowledge. They do not give opposite 
versions of one and the same Reality. There is and can be nothing in 
common between the formal Knowledge of Apara- Vidya and the attribute- 
less Immense which is Pard-Vidya. There is no sameness (in which all 


- contradiction is based) between the qualified and un-qualified, between 


the formal and formless. Even if it be said that the basis is the same 
in both, they are indistinguishable. The self never contradicts the evidence 
of the senses and intellect. All contradiction is relative to these, its instru- 
ments but never with it. There are thus no two standards of truth. 
The “Real” then is defined as that which is the eternally enduring and 

1 Maya-vadam renee pracchannam bauddham, etc. 

see C R. Malkani’s “Method of Philosophy” (Indian Institute of Philosophy, | 
Amalner), 28 et seq. a 
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changeless, and this is the Supreme. It has been said too by some Western 
thinkers that conservation and persistence are the criterion of the Real.! 
This is the Hindu view. Mayd, the Principle of change, itself is not unreal 
any more than it is real. It is an inscrutable Mystery? which is neither. 
The world is metaphorically described as a dream, as a mirage and a 
falsity. But to whoin and when ? Not to the world experience to whom 
it is in fact real whatever his philosophy may be. In a state in which no 
world is experienced no question of its reality arises. There are in short 
two conditions, one in which there is world-experience, that is, the gross 
universe, and another or Yoga-experience in which there is either the subtle 
or ideal universe or no object at all. If we would compare the passing 
ephemeral world of Humanity with that state which is Divinity, the former 
has only the reality of its transient stage, whilst the latter is the stageless, 
timeless, and spaceless Unchangeable, which is alone (in this sense) the 
Real. To speak (as is commonly done) of an esoteric and exoteric doctrine 
is to mislead. The doctrine teaches the reality which is conventional 
or pragmatic and the reality which is the true and transcendental real.‘ 
Those who follow it, hold to both realities. The doctrine however is a 
subtle one, only truly known to its Sadhakas.s That it is possible to hold 
to the reality of the world and yet follow this Monistic doctrine is shown 
by its Bhaktas,s for a Bhakta or worshipper must believe in the reality not 
only of the object of his worship but of himself and his worship’ and the 
World in and by which it is done. How to live in this and other anti- 
nomies is the secret of.men of his temperament, capacity, and type.” It 
3s not uncommonly but wrongly supposed that an adherent of Maya-vada 
Vedanta cannot be a devotee (Bhakia). This is not so, as an Indian author 


! As in physics by Professor Tait. Herbert Spencer on biolozi inci 
s ' Tait, on biol l les defined 
pae asthe 2a Forin unimpeded flow of vitality. Hence Supreme Bliss is abso- 
ey pi da). Reality=:Persistence=Deathlessness (Amrtatva) = Bliss 


2 Anirvacaniya. All tems ulti A Ppa 
Si) Omia crn cin ne EA rable Power (Acne 
Slokas by the Sikh Guru Tegh Bako rey, chools in the sense of nonlasting. So in the 
but Him alone.” cg ur he says: “It is a dream. Know nothing is real 


vahārika-sattā, pāramārthika-sattā 
a atta, ika-satta, 
al vi guises Vee SPIRE which (nd not meine 
ae Wio hes Bhakti z devotion to God: a devotee. 
optio ht which suits him best Back eae) ie : a d ene Peaks : 
sin . rits and its demerits, that of ra 
acd, since no intellectual system can truly present the alogical or reconcile the 
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well points out! instancing the teaching of the Santas of Maharastra and 
Jiianesvara the author of the well-known Commentary on the Gita, who 
was both a convinced Māyā-vādin and an ardent partisan of Bhakti. 
Numberless instances might be cited, as for instance the Sakta-Tantras 
which though practical Scriptures of worship, teach Vedantic Monism, 
or to be more accurate, “non-dualism (advaita=“not two”). What 
is affirmed is that there is no duality but what else there is, is not affirmed. 
To the Transcendental neither oneness nor any other attribute strictly 
applies. 

Probably it is a correct conclusion to say that Samkara adjusted his 
exposition of Vedanta to meet the original Mayavada of the Buddhists 
and so promulgated a presentment of Maya different from that of the 
Buddhists,2 and therefore without abandonment of what he believed 
to be the essential principles of Brahmanism. In fact he was by tradition 
a worshipper of the Supreme Mother or Sakti whose Sri Yanira? may 
sometimes be seen in Vedantic Maths. 

After all what does the doctrine amount to ? The empirical reality 
of the world is fully affirmed; that is, as long as one is in the world, both 
mind and its object are equally real. Objects are realities independent 
of the experiencer. The qualities of things exist in them and are per- 
ceived. The limited Knower, in so far as he is limited, is as much of a 
product as limited Matter is. If our experience tells us that we see a 
world of objects we in fact do so. Commonsense cannot proclaim other- 
wise: But the next question is—is it or is it not the fact that there is an 
experience for which the world does not exist ? The answer is in the 
affirmative, given on the authority of Srutiwhich the West calls Reve- 
lation—but which may be perhaps better described by what is there 
called Spiritual Experience. This is not for the Hindu any spiritual 
experience but the standard experience of the Vedic Seers. That experience 
thay be had by any man who strives for it, not necessarily now in this life 
but in some stage of his future self-evolution. Is this last experience itself 
corrected ? Those who have it say that itis not. Itis a state, permanent, 
without change, in all the “three times,” past, present and future. If 


T Ghate Op i Pai i la bhakti sans 
1 Ghate Op cit. “Remarquons quil est d’ailleurs possible de conserver a8 
are á la doctrine de l'unité absolue ni á as consequence la doctrine de la Ma 
2'The term is used by other schools as meaning the inscrutable power of God whereby 
He is enabled to do that which seems impossible to us. 
3 A diagram used in worship. 
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the true Real is (as this system affirms) That which changelessly and for 
ever endures, then This alone is True Reality and all else relative to it, is 
unreality. It seems to be thought that its adherents take the world to 
be unreal in the epistemological idealistic (one has to take breath with 
such long words) sense. This is not so. They say in effect “we are in a 
world which to us is real, but we aspire to the attainment of a state known 
by our Seers, in which the world of things and pains, the world of contin- 
gencies, the world of opposites is not. Relative to that, our experience, 
though in present fact real, is ultimately unreal. The reality of the world 
is a pragmatic truth.” 


Se 
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VI 
SPEAKING in a general way we may convert the second Standard or Sām- 
khya system into the Sakta doctrine of Power or Sakti by substituting 
for the infinite Purusas one Siva, and for Prakrti, Siva’s Power or Sakti, 
and then affirmating that Siva and Sakti are not, as the Samkhya says, 
two independent Realities but one Reality in twin aspect, namely, static 
and kinetic. The Samkhyan Purusa is changeless Consciousness (Cit). 
So is Siva. Prakrti is as unlimited cause the principle of Change, and 
as effect limited changing forms, which are, as effects, modifications of 
their cause. Sakti or Power is that which, in itself unchangeable, producss 
front itself as Material Cause the world of change. Common language 
speaks of the Power of Siva but strictly Power or Sakti is Siva. When 
the one Reality or Brahman is regarded as the Changeless Consciousness 
it is called Siva: when it is regarded as the Power of Consciousness or 
Consciousness-Power which projects the Universe from out itself, it is 
called Sakti. It is fundamental doctrine that there is no Siva without Sakti 
nor Sakti without Siva. But this substantial unity with diversity of aspect 
involves a changed view of the nature of the cosmic process. In Samkhya 
there are two Realities, in Sakta doctrine there is only one with dual 
aspect. According therefore to Samkhya, evolution is from and of Prakrti 
who is distinct from the Purusas but associated with them. The Purusa 
is the efficient and Prakrti the material cause, the two causes existing not 
in one but in two entities. In Sakta doctrine, as Siva and Sakti are one, 
it follows that the world is evolved from and by the one Reality, . Siva- 
Sakti, that is by a Reality which in one aspect does not change (for Cons- 
“ciousness never does so) and in another aspect is the Cause of Change 
and Change itself. As we are here dealing with the Power-aspect of 
Consciousness to recollect and imagine forth the Universe, we may for 
convenience speak only of Power or Sakti, if we are careful to remember 
that Sakti is only the active power of actionless Consciousness (Siva). 
The Sākta Dargana reminds us of this fact when it says that the universe 
is the product of Cit-Sakti and Maya-Sakti, that is, Cit or Consciousness 
in its aspect as power and efficient cause and Maya-power or material 
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cause. Cit-Sakti like the Samkhyan-Purusa is by its presence the efficient 
cause dnd yct the actionless Witness, of all which goes on. What happens 
is by and in its aspect as Maya-Sakti which like Prakrti, is the ultimate 
Substance-Encrgy out of and through which the universe is evolved. 
There is thus one ultimate enduring absolute Reality of which all other 
relative realities as Mind, Life, Matter are transient forms. The world 
is real and must be so, for we are here viewing the problem from the world 
standpoint. The question of its reality only arises when the problem is 
viewed from the other end. 

If we put this doctrine into modern form avoiding all technical terms 
it comes to this. Persistence is the criterion of Reality. The ultimate 
Reality is Eternal Being-Consciousness which in itself is changeless. Cons- 
ciousness whether transcendent or immanent in the world never moves. 
If in the world-process it appears to do so, this is due to the play of mind 
of which it is the basis. But this Consciousness is nevertheless a true 
efficient cause, that is, one which moves without itself being moved. As 
such it is consciousness-power. But what is the patent and the material 
cause in the Cosmic Substance ? It can be only the one same Reality 
for there is no other. But what is this Substance-Energy which is the 
material cause of the universe ? The answer depends on the side from 
which we view it. If we look at it from the other world aspect, that is, 
the Reality which we call Power as it is in Itself, then the answer is that 


it is Consciousness.1 If on the other hand we look at it on the world-side 


then it is the Root-Substance-Energy of the universe which appears as 
Mind and Matter, th 


That root as cause is neither the one nor the other 


but the Power to produce in itself and to appear as both, when Conscious- 


ness on the arising remembrance of world-enjoyment becomes outer- 
tumed (Bahir-mukhi) and sees, in its gradual awakening to the world, 
the “This” (Idam) or Universe, Why and how? In consciousness 
there is the seed of power to manifest itself as object to limited centres 
in it. That seed is the collectivity of all Tendencies (Samskdra) towards 


number of past universes. In short 


mukhi). In the first and in its fullest sense 


é = there j > z : 
there is no subject or object. ere is an experience in which 


In the second the object or “This” (Idam) 


is gradually experienced at first as part of and then outside the Self, There 
1 Cidriipini Sakti 
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is a polarisation in unitary consciousness of “I”? (Ahkam) and “This”? (Idam) 
the experiencing subject and his world. The latter is as real as the former 
which perceives it but since both are transient and change, their reality 
is relative. Full, timeless, spaceless, endless Persistence is the Absolutely 
Real which is the Supreme Experience. 

I have stated the matter in the simplest way hoping to recur to it 
in a discussion on the term Sakti or Power. The Advaita, Saiva and 
Sakta-Sastras however explain it in great detail and complication and in 
technical terms of their own. It what are called Thirty-six Tattvas or 
stages of evolution of Consciousness into Mind and Matter, their Scriptures 
show the origin of even Purusa and Prakrti. This scheme I have explained 
elsewhere.! These are not, in such case, the ultimate reality but merely 
one of the principles (Tattva) or stages in a line Consciousness which 
extends upwards beyond them.2 Purusa and Prakrti Tattvas merely 
mark the stage when the “This” (Idam) or object of the “I” (Aham) is 
thrown out of the Self and becomes an outer thing distinct from it. In 
other words they are the immediate Root of Empirical reality but that 
Root is itself grounded in the soil of Consciousness which is ultimately 
Samvit or the Supreme Experience Itself. 

The relation of this system to that of Māyā-vāda Vedanta will be 
more fully explained in a discussion of what the Sakta understands by 
Maya. Both are Monistic or rather non-dualistic (Advaita-vada). The 
Sammohana-Tantra thus gives high praise to Samkaracarya as an in- 
carnation of Siva (Samkara) and describes his four disciples as the four 
Maha-preta, who support the Throne of the Mother of the World, for such 
is Méya-Sakti to the Sakta. She in one aspect is the ultimate Changeless 
Reality. She in another aspect does evolve into and appear in the forms 
ofthe World. These are in their essence the enduring Real that is Herself, 
and as forms of Herself the passing yet real objects of experience. There 
is thus a real yet transient diversity in a real and enduring unity. Doubt- 
less this doctrine does not explain how logically God can be changeless 
and yet change. But the Maya of Samkaracarya, which is neither real 
nor unreal, also runs counter to logic. The highest truth is alogical. 
Better the Sakta says accept both the reality of the changing World which 
is imposed by Maya on us in our ordinary experience, as also the reality 


1 “Sakti and Sākta” and “Garland of Letters.” 7 
5 See oe nana or Sad-vidya, Isvara, Sadasiva or Sadakhya, and Siva- . 


$ akti-Tattvas. 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


38 THE WORLD AS POWER 


of the Changeless which is experienced in Yoga, a state free of the coercive 
effect of Maya, which is Maha-maya Herself. No logical argument will 
solve the Problem. In spiritual experience the Problem disappears. 
And so Siva says in the Kularnava-Tantra (1-110) “Some desire Dua§sm 
(Dvaiia-väda), others Monism (Advaita-vada). Such however know not 
My Truth which is beyond both Monism and Dualism (Dvaitādvaita- 
vivarjita). 
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An examination of all the Indian scriptures of worship leads to the same 
conclusions. Some are philosophically related to the first division of 
Vedanta and some to the second in various ways and degrees. The 
Sakta-Tantras are a form of Advaita-Vedanta. All worshippers are 
practical realists, whatever their doctrine may be. This does not prevent 
a Sakta from holding to the doctrine that the Supreme Experience is not 
an experience by a limited knower of a world of limited objects, external 
to a plurality of selves, themselves mutually exclusive. He prays to the 
Mother knowing that the form of the One as Mother is that in which 
She appears to him. 

‘Fo sum up: No Brahmanical system countenances any form of subjecti- 
vism. All teach the empirical reality of the world and the perception 
of the physical non-mental qualities of things therein. All but one give 
it, besides this reality, an ultimate reality either as being the combination 
of several or of two everlasting Realities, or as in some sense a part of the 
one ultimate Reality or Brahman in its aspect as Power. We have thus 
Pluralism, Dualism and Monism in all its shades. That one exception 
says that the universe is ultimately neither real nor unreal, nor partly one 
and partly the other, but an inscrutable mystery which we must accept if 
we would hold to the changelessness and partlessness of God—which all 
admit. For only in this way, even though ‘it be formally, is the Reality 
beyond Reason truly expressed in that high manifestation of Itself which 
is Reason. 

Indian doctrine is realistic firstly in so far as it affirms the independent 
reality of objects in our daily experience, wherein the percipient is in pre- 
sence of a reality existing independently of, and distinct from the Prit 
or modifications of the Mind. This we have seen. It is secondly realistic 
in its treatment of the nature of that perception; thirdly because the 
sphere of reality is more extensive than that which is generally allowed 
in the philosophic West, and because experience in time is only a section 
of what is an eternal process without beginning or end. The first point 
has been sufficiently established. I will now add some further obser- 


vations on the second point and deal shortly with the third. 
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To deal fully with the nature of perception would take me beyond the 
scope of this paper. It will be discussed when treating of Sakti or Power 
as Mind. It is necessary however to make some further reference to it 
here from Vedantic standpoint for the doctrines held are more thoroughly 
realistic than those of many Western schools. 

Perception has not only a real object independent of the percipient 
(thus rejecting the Berkeleyan dictum esse est bercifi), but (as already 
stated) the physical qualities we perceive are, according to the Indian 
view, in the object itself. No distinction is made of primary, secondary 
or tertiary qualities. The first two are in the object as well as in the 
mind, and the last has an objective basis in the Universal Mind of which 
the individual mind is only a special case. A so-called secondary quality 
is not a mere mental impression in the Percipient. It is “out there” in 
the object perceived. Its! real, in the sense of basic quality, is quality 
as the Universal apprehended by the Universal and Collective Mind. 
Its quality as a variable Sense-particular is perceived by the individual 
mind according to its manner of perceiving. This quality is therefore 
“there” in the object even when there is no individual mind perceiving it. 
For this Universal is always “sensed” by the Collective or Cosmic Mind. 
It has not however all the qualities which different percipients see in it 
from different points of view and at the same time. For, in this sense, 


individual sensation is “private.” Indian thought does not hold that 


the object as perceived is an exact copy of the object as it is in itself. Though 
the object is always one and the s 


ame, all do not Perceive it in one and 
the same way. Both mind and its object are active in perception and 
affect the one the other. The mind brings its own quota to the act of 


e are the individual Samskaras or tendencies 


sensation is thus due to the imported subj 
Seriean not attributable to the object. Itis the percipient’s manner 
of Perceiving it. The Universals of Tanmätra, the Generals of what is 
«a, I here answer, from the Vedintic standpoint i i i 
< “Studies in Contemporary Metaphysics,” 104, where the uto dbo aes 
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apprehended as the sense particulars, are always objectively present. 
Hence sensation is both “private” through the individual mind and com- 
mon through the Cosmic Mind. The Hindus therefore are more realistic 
than those who distinguish between the qualities as primary and so forth 
and make sensation merely “private.” 

The basis of these principles may be found in the doctrine that the 
quality of the object which is sensed and the constitution of the sense 
which perceives it are the same. 

The same forces which go to make the subtle mental object also go 
to make the sense which perceives it. The gross material object is derived 
from a combination of the subtle elements. One and the same Causal 
Stress in the original Substance-Energy (Sakti) phenomenally appears 
as the sense on the onc hand and the matter and its qualities on the other. 
The knowing is of like by like. The causal aspect of an Universal is a 
stress*or motion (Spanda) in Universal Substance without reference to 
any percipient organ at all. From the phenomenal aspect the Universal 
relates to a percipient organ evolved co-ordinately with it which may be 
either absolute or relative, universal or individual. The object is appre- 
hended as it is with all its qualities, subject to the particular Samskaras 
or mental tendencies which merely affect the manner of knowing them. 
Western science thinks that it is concerned with a real world which persists 
independently of our experience but then, as has been pointed out,! we 
are committed to a division between the contents of immediate experience 
and “its causes which division has become deeper and more impassable 
with every advance in physics and physiology. For the physical causes 
of perception are now inferred but not perceived. The real material 
world has been. driven into the unseen and now lies (it is said) hidden 
behind the screen of its own effects. Perception becomes a remote psy- 
chological effect of a long train of causes, physical and physiological, 
originally set in motion by the external thing but in no way resembling 
it. It dissolves the thing perceived into a remote reality which is neither 
perceived nor perccivable: as in the case of the reduction of matter to the 
structure and motions of invisible homogeneous electric units. Thus 
we perceive for example in an object impenetrability, density, weight, 
configuration, colour, taste and so forth whereas we are told that the object 
is really constituted of vortices in homogeneous ether which is not matter 
at all. It turns the world of common sense into an illusion and on this 
illusion it rests its casc.! 

~~ ‘Balfour. Gifford Lectures (1914), 159. 
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According to the Indian view we do perceive things as they pheno- 
menally are. The physical causes of perception are perceived. What 
is not perceived and is not the object of any percipient is the creative 
activity of and in the fundamental Substance-Energy which is pheno- 
menally presented to us as mind and senses on the one hand and objects 
on the other. 

As sensible expericnces do undoubtedly exist, so there must be, 
other than and outside of ourselves as individual experiences, things 
by which such experiences are produced. It is not the fact that what 
really exist are only our impressions and ideas. The sensible world exists 
apart from, and other than, our experience. The Sastra puts forward 
many reasons in support of these commonsense beliefs! Thus we deny 
the existence of things perceived in dreams precisely because we are certain 
of the existence of things experienced on waking. If the sensible did not 
exist, then dreams; which are the repetition of things already experienced 
when waking as existing outside, would be impossible. If sensible things 
had no existence of their own, there is no reason why we should not see 
them at will and continuously just as we can have our own ideas at will 
and for so long as we like. But on the contrary we perceive sensible 
things only so long as they remain in relation with us and this is because 
they exist independently of us. So again we distinguish between right 
perceptions and hallucinations, which we could not do if sensible things 
had no objective existence: all of which arguments are grounded on good 
realistic common. sense with nothing “dreamy” about them. 

These teachings are not merely confined to the Standard itself but arc 
parts of the other Standards also, subject to the necessary modifications 
involved in the fact that advance is made to a new Standard. It is obvious 
that the teachings of all the Standards are not in all respects the same, 
otherwise there would not be several Standards. Nevertheless there are 
teachings which are common, correspondences, and sjmilaritics. The 
second Standard takes up the matter (whatever it be) at the point at 
which it was left by the previous Standard and carries it further. Thus 
both the first and second Standard treat Consciousness as distinct from 
Mind, but the first regards it as a property of the Self and the second as 
the Self s essential characteristic. The first Standard does not recognise 
recognise the faculties of Mind and which the second Standard calls 


——— 
1 Sce “Hindu Realism,” 21 et seq. 
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‘Judgment,’! ‘Sclf-arrogation,’2 as substantive principles at all. It would 
regard them as attributes? of the Self. Mind as Manas is in the first 
Standard a substantive principle but it is atomic,‘ that is without magni- 
i tude. Itis so to say a point at which and through which, connection is 
| established betwcen the Self and objects for the purposes of experience. 
Hence all experience is necessarily serial. It is like a tap through which 
all experience whether internal ‘or external must flow. The functions 
of Manas are generally recognised as the same. But the whole “Inner 
Instrument”s as assumed by Samkhya and Vedanta will better explain 
life by their respective activities than the simple atomic Manas of the 
first Standard. Just as the senses are of the same nature as the Paramapus 
or originators of the qualities which are perceived by means of them, 
so in Samkhya and Vedanta the senses and their subtle objectss have 
a common origin. These minima of sensible matter are in the first Stan- 

= dard non-mental, in the others they are the universals or generals of the 
sense-particulars which by the addition of mass appear as such particulars 
in the form of gross matter. In a general way there are similarities especi- 
ally in fundamental matters as regards the theory of Perception, such as 
the reality of the object with its own physical qualities and the like. On 
the other hand principles peculiar to the system have their modifying 
effect. Thus in the Advaita-Vedanta Consciousness is the one _Immanent 
Reality, and it is the discovery of the essential identity between Mind 
and its material object which makes the substance of perception according 
to Vedanta. The main realistic position is maintained throughout the 
standards for all empirical experience. 


1 Buddhi. 2 Ahamkara. 3 Guna. 
4 EE in Vedanta Anu is created and there cannot be partless. 
5 h-ka involving Buddhi, Ahamkara, nas. 
2 6 E EN in Sankhya derive with senses from Ahamkära and in Vedānta ~ 
the senses and their gross objects both derive from the Apancikrta-Tanmatra. a 
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As regards the third point it is to be noted that there are many more 
Realities than those experienced by the gross mind. The Real as object 
is not merely the material as that term is ordinarily understood. There 
is the world of the Subtle Real which is the object of the mind which 
had developed to that stage in which it can be experienced. The! origi- 
nating sources of the sensible are themselves supersensible realities. These 
constitute, besides the sensible, other worlds which are supersensible. 
A world or sphere of existence is nothing but a condition of the experience 
on the part of experiencing Beings; and therefore there must be as‘many 
varieties of worlds as there are fundamentally different types of beings. 
In the sensible world are a great variety of beings who form a number 
of orders and grades. These grades form a series, at one extremity of 
which lies that order of beings whose experiences are the most limited. 
From this grade upwards to man there is an ascending series, each successive 
order of which has experiences wider in range than those of the beings 
of the preceding order. Man stands at the head of this series. But 
there is no reason to suppose that he is absolutely the highest order. In 
fact he is limited and helped by Unseen Powers, Beings more powerful 
than he who exist in unseen forms. If what is super-sensible in man 
can exist in an unseen form after death, why not other Beings who habitu- 
ally exist in such forms ? And if these Beings exist in unseen or super- 
sensible forms, then there are also states of existence or worlds which are 
also supersensible and quite as real, if not in a sense more so than the 
gross world of ordinary experience Experience reaches up to that 
of the Cosmic Mind which apprehends the world of universals as they 
exist in themselves. The Samsara, or wandering or world of birth and 
death, is thus constituted of different orders of experiencing beings, of 
which man is one, and there are worlds of experience beyond the Samsara 

1 Sce “Hindu ism,” 

e 
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from which there is no return for the Beings therein. These supersensible 
worlds! are as real as the material and as much the body of and in corres- 
pondence with the Metaphysical Real as is the latter.? 

The stages here are lived through as states in each of which nearer 
approach is (through the transformation of the experiencer and with 
him his world) made to That (Tat) which is the full and perfect Real, 
which stages at length pass and expand into It as that Whole or Pärņa 
in which all forms of determined experience are had, which sums them 
all up in Itself and which transcends them all. The stages may be thought 
of and in some degree described, but arc in themselves the actual experi- 
ence lived through of determined being evolving into the Pärna, the Full 
or Whole. The stage is not a matter of subjective information but is 
objectively lived. It is not a mere matter of argument but is a trans- 
formed life. The Self gives testimony of Itself in various ways to the 
Self in the process or movement of the Self to the Self. That testimony 
again is not something communicated from one to another. It is a realisa- 
tion of the self as the Self in each of its grades of manifestation. “To 
know is to be”; a Vedantic maxim which has application not only as a 
description of the highest end but to every stage on the way thither. 


1 Each of these has its inhabitants or Experiencers. The Lokas or Worlds of experi- 
ence are fourteen, seven above and seven below; supernormal, normal and subnormal. 
Thus also the Saiva systems speak of various classes of beings, (Jivas) such as Mantras, 
Maheévaras; Mantresvaras, Vidyesvaras and so forth, who exist in the descending and 
ascending stages of involution and evolution which are called the 36 Tattvas. : 

2H. Keyserling dealing with the Indian outlook in his Das Reisetagebuch cines 
Philosophen, 3rd Ed., says at p. 86: Ich weiss dass das Psychische cin ebenso objectives 
ist wic das materielle, dass Vorstellungen ein genau so entsprechender leib von meta- 
physisch-wirklichem sein Konnen wie feste Korper, dass cs uberall moglich ist im Prinzip < 
von Geiste her den stoff zu beeinflussen. - 
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Here we touch upon the practical bent of the Indian mind and its craving 
for reality which makes it satisfied with nothing but the most real founda- 
tion for its knowledge. To truly know is ło be. I do not intend to work 
out the matter now as it forms a distinct subject with which I hope to deal 
on some future occasion. It is this: the teachings of Religion which 
Philosophy supports are not mere speculation. The knowledge of plurality 
is based on actual experience, that is, of the senses and reasoning thereon. 
If the reality and nature of the world requires to be established it is done 
here. But what of supersensible matters ?! Their nature and existence 
is not the subject of mere speculative reasoning which can at best establish 
a conclusion of probability only. Reasoning on such matters gives no 
certitude that we perceive the Real and the True. The warrant of autho- 
rity again is actual experience (Anubhava) which is not a specific form 
of proof coordinate with other forms but the basis of all these—the Self 
- itself? of a suprasensible kind. Just as the physical sense faculties are 
extended by the use of scientific instruments, so by Yoga there is an exten- 
sion of natural faculties which gives experience on a plane beyond that of 
the ordinary daily earth experience. This Yoga-experience is of varying 
degrees leading up to Iévara-experience or that of the Lord Himself 
who is the Great Yogi. If then the Vedanta affirms that notwithstanding 
apparent plurality all is one—‘All this universe is Brahman”—it is not 
merely because argument leads to a Monistic conclusion (it may perhaps 
as well lead to the contrary), but because that unity has actually and 
really been experienced directly by those who affirm it. The truth of 
the doctrine is accepted by others on the faith of this experience which 
they accept. This is the twofold sense of Veda. } 

___ Two points are apt to be overlooked nowadays owing to Western 
REREN The first is that the Vedanta is not a mere system of philosophy 
in the modern Western sense. It is based on Revelation (Sruti). If not 
1 Atindriya, 


2See G. R. Malkani “Method of Phil ” criticisi i ; 
tcle « rye losophy criticising Professor Zimmerman $ 
ere: sarah and its criterion in Samkarācārya’s Vedanta” in Indian Philosophical 
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so based, it is worth no more and may be worth less than any other parti- 
cular philosophy, seeing that it, in some respects, at any rate in its Monistic 
form, runs counter to our sense-cxperience. The second point is, that it 
is not to be understood by mere reading and study. He who woyld 
understand it must first worship and self-discipline himself by the Vedantic 
Sadhana. The notion, that a man if clever enough can understand any- 
thing is not an Indian one. His must be not only a good mind but a 
pure and good character. Such an one alone will act rightly and will 
understand the Real. Understanding it, he will worship the Ground 
in its form. The Hindu may be right or wrong but he is obviously a 
greater “realist” when he holds that matter is not only an independent 
reality, but it is perceived as it is with its qualities, than even the modern 
scientist who makes matter as presented an illusory appearance produced 
by some reality no doubt, but one which is wholly different from what 
we perceive. To the former present experience is real but still more so 
is the persistent Ground of it, attainable by a practical and real trans- 
formation of the Self. From whatever point of view we examine the 
matter we find a realistic standpoint. One is at a loss to know how the 
notion that the Hindus were non-realists arose. For however Maya-vada 
may be ill-understood it is in no case a philosophic system adopted by 
all India. Perhaps some may have confused the questions whether the 
world is real, and whether in action due regard is had to the realities or 
circumstances under which it is to be taken. A man who in his actions 
does not take sufficient account of the real facts of the world is sometimes 
said to have no sense of reality. This may doubtless in some cases be 
mere foolishness. In others when noble ends are pursued in disregard 
of the sordid “‘realisms” of the day, the world is the better for it. However 


this be, I merely note the possible ambiguity and do not further discuss 


a question which has no bearing on my present subject. 

Whatever be Indian capacity in ordinary affairs, the Indian mind 
has done its thinking with a prac ical end in view. Philosophy was not 
pursued from a mere curious desire to know, to found “systems,” carn 
academic applause, and so forth but with a view to realise the practical 
end of all material being or Happiness. Every system posits that as its 
aim. The world and material ends are real, but spiritual experience is 
the truly Real. Philosophy worked hand in hand with religion as in 
Europe during the Middle Ages, though it was never Meretrix Theologorum- 
The Vedanta is really an Indian Scholasticism based on Sruti, or what, 
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Westerns call Revelation, though we must not confound the two. There 
is in fact scarcely any important technical term of Western philosophy 
or religion which can be used’ without some qualification. Rather we 
should say Philosophy and Religion were not severed, the fundamental 
principle of Vedanta being to sever absolutely nothing. All knowledge 
was considered in relation to the whole. The notion held by some in 
the West that Religion and Science and Philosophy are antagonistic was 
unknown: such a notion having arisen in the West for historical reasons, 
Religion there being identified with Christian Dogma. Indian Religion 
teaches that Absolute Bliss is to be found only in That which is beyond 
the contingent world of opposites which is unimpeded and full Being. 
It not only so teaches but gives out the practical means or Sadhana whereby 
this state of Bliss may be attained which is the True and Real. 

The only fruitful path is that of real striving, or Sadhana. Any 
Sadhana sincerely and diligently pursued will secure its fruit. The, fruit 
of the highest Sakta-Sadhana (for Sadhana may be of various kinds) is the 
realisation of its fundamental Srufi, “All this is vcrily Brahman” (Sarva 
Khalvidam Brahma). “This” is the Universe. Brahman the Immense or 
Immeasurable is as Power (Mahd-Sakti) its cause. 

That Power is real and so is the universe which is for the worshipper 
Its Body or Form.! 

For if the material cause is real so is the effect. He affirms “I am 
real as body” for Matter is a form of the Great Power or Sakti. I am 
real as Mind”; for mind is another form of the same Power. Sa’ham ‘‘She 
I am” refers to the Mother of the universe. Again “I am the Real as 


Unchanging Consciousness vehicled by Mind and Body and transcending 

it. The forms come and go re-entering and again reissuing from the 

Paramértha or Supreme Reality. Soham “He I am”, Sivoham ‘Siva I 

am” the Sakta also says, when speaking of the Kitastha-Siva or Enduring 
Real. Those who thus worship Power become “Power.” 

Though the unreality of the universe is spoken of because of its being 

a passing thing, it is yet to be also remembered that the world-process 

eane to Indian ideas an eternal one. The world is not something 

sy and is gone for ever. It reappears eternally. It is not the 

1 correspondent has asked me how this vi i igi i a 

I : J view differs fi - . 

neo are en Lord 4,10 Rāmānuja, mind and matter Meg tench tai be 

the body of the onta ian oe forn Him; whilst in Sakta doctrine, the world is 

ind and matics ace s, but ultimately there is only the one Atma in which 
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first and only one produced, but mercly one of a beginningless and endless 
serics.! The manifestation of the universe is thus an eternal process. It 
appears and disappcars. This is the pulsing movement as the systole 
and diastole of the Cosmic Heart as Divine Power. Nothing can come 
from nothing, and something cannot vanish into nothing. It arises from 
the secd of Tendency (Samskara) which is in the Great Womb (Mahayont) 
and is there in a potential state. The seed sprouts as the great Asvattha 
Tree which is the manifested universe. It dies down again into the seed 
of potentiality to reappear again in endless succession. This appearance 
and reappearance is the Samsara or the constant “‘moving on” or wandering 
in the worlds of birth and death. There is thus an eternal series of 
Experiencers. | 

Man breathes forth and inbreathes. What is done “here” (Jha) 
is done “there” (Amutra). The Universe pulses forth and rests, and pulses 
back again. Breathing is a microcosmic representation of the macro-cosmic 
proces. And so the duration of the life of the highest being in the 
hierarchy of Being or Brahma, for whose experience the universe as a 
whole exists, is the duration of that particular Universe. The duration 
of Brahma’s life is that of one outgoing breath‘ of Ķālas which is objectively 
a beat of Cosmic Time. Time is no magnitude for the Supreme. For 
Him the Immeasurable there is no measurer. But Time is attributed 
to His appearances. The Universe is dissolved and at rest for a period 
of the same duration when it appears again with, what the Pancaratra- 
Tantra calls, the “Wheel of Dawn.” 

Ancient Hindu teaching is thus to be found in the following words 
of Professor Huxley:‘ “The faith which is born of knowledge finds its 
object in an eternal order bringing forth ceaseless change, through endless 


1 For the argument of this point, common to all the threc Standards, sce “Hindu 
Realism,” 95. = ¢ É 

2 Called in the West re-incarnation. Transcendentally there is no re-mcarnation. 
Empirically also re-incarnation is not an exact term. In sya serics of three, viz., X—Y— 
Z, the first X does not re-incarnate as X but as Y nor Y as Y but as Z. “The forms change 
but there is yet a continuity which is the cause of Z affirming that he was Y and before 
that X and so on. The Atman being eternal, has no real birth or death. It is merely 
related to and dissociated from a body. z ae 

3 As to the charge of Anthropomorphism which with Animism stampedes so man 
I will deal in another place. In Pranayama or Breath-control, appearance, stay, an 
disappearance are Pūraka, Kumbhaka and Recaka. 

4 Niśvāsa. é 5 

s Kala, here the Time-aspect of the Supreme. Then follows the Great Dissolution 
(Mahi-pralaya). See Introduction to Prapancasara-Lantra 8. Tantrik Texts, Vol. 3, 
Ed. A. Avalon and Schrader, Op. cit. 27. 

6 Evolution and Ethics, pp. 8, 9. 
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time, in endless space: the manifestations of Cosmic Energy alternating 
between phases of potentiality and spheres of explication. It may be as 
Kant suggests, every cosmic Magma predestined to evolve into a new 
world has been the no less pre-destined end of a vanished predecessor.” 
For Cosmic Energy we may read Divine Power or Daivi-Sakti: for phase 
of potentiality Pralaya, when the world exists potentially in the Womb 
of the Immense:! and for sphere of explication, Srsti or production, 
therefrom.2 The Power, the Process and the Result are real. Samkara- 
carya from his transcendental viewpoint calls the world “false,” but to 
the Sakta, and from his standpoint, itis real. It is the field of action and 
liberation “‘Moksayate samsara.” “The world is made the seat of liberation 
as the Kularnava-Tantra says—To him Maya is not unreal (Avastu). 
It is not a mere mist of ignorance connected, yet unconnected, with the 
Brahman and which screens the Real. It is an eternal Reality or Power 
appearing as the passing and changing worlds. For it is the World-Mother 
who is the Great Power Herself. What is unreal (in the sense of passing) 
are the Names and Forms which are yet, so long as they last as the objects 
of perception, also real. And so the Sakta can say of himself that not 
only in Spirit, but in Mind and Body, Sz,ham, “She I am’,” “I am the 
Real and the Power of the Real.” 


21 th 

in the same way Herbert Spencer 3 3 
(that is Pralaya when all i differ T speaks of the alternating states of homogencity 
generals and Their Sarma erentiated mass) Heterogencity (that is Srsti when the 


a lapse into homogencity again aa a state of relative stability (Sthiti) and then 
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POWER AS LIFE 
 (Prina-Sakti) 


FOREWORD 


I take the opportunity given by the publication of the second volume 
of this series to deal with a criticism on the first which affects all. I am 
therein described as an “‘adherent” of “‘Saktaism” and as “commending” 
the acceptance of such doctrine to others. It is true that I think that 
this doctrine has been misunderstood and has been the subject (on the 
whole) of unjust judgments. I think also that it is, in its highest 
presentment, a grand and inspiring system (by which I do not mean that 
it is the only one, or that it is without defect); otherwise probably I should 
not Have concerned myself with it. I desire however to say here that 
I do not write as an “adherent” of this, or any other philosophical system 
or religious sect whatever, but as a free thinker and free-companion; 
“Neither Burgundian nor Armagnac.” Nullius addictus jurare in verba 
magistri. But, as I have said elsewhere in describing Sakta teaching and 
Vedanta I write from that standpoint. Nor do I, pace my critic, make 
light of, and still less deny, the utility of Reason or its efficacy to give us 
the truth within the system of which it is a part. But the Truth as it lies 
beyond that system is directly realised as it is in Itself, that is beyond 
Mind not by Reason but by a Full Experience (Samadhi) which is not a 


- “sleep” except to the gross world and is an awakening in the supersensible 


world. Those who talk in this fashion show want of knowledge of their 
own Scripture. There the highest praise is bestowed on reason. See for 
instance the Chapter on Vicdra in the Yoga-Vasistha. Moreover Vedanta 
does not accept the intuitionalism which discards intellect. On the 
contrary the Brhadaranyaka Upanisad says that the Self must be thought 
upon and deeply pondered (Mantavyo, Nidi-dhya-sitayyah). What else 
is the meaning of Jiäna-Yoga? 

Nor, notwithstanding my personal views of the Scripture, do I 
“commend” it to anyone. What others choose to believe is their affair 
in which I have no desire to interfere unasked. One of the many notions, 
for which we are indebted to the profound thought of India is the | 
fundamental doctrine of Competency or Adhikara which I hope to make 
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the subject of one of this series of volumes. That Doctrine involves this— 
that there is a mental as well as physical food—a mental as well as physical 
stomach and digestion. : 

Talking of food it is curious to note here (see Professeur Picard “La 
Science Moderne” 245) that all the characteristics of living Matter such 
as its equilibrium, chemical and anatomic organisation are now regarded 
by the great majority of Biologists as secondary qualities in comparison 
with nutrition which is considered by them to be the essential attribute 
of Life. It is noteworthy that in this ancient Indian doctrine also, emphasis 
is laid on the physiology of Nutrition, all the main Vayus except Udana 
being concerned with this function of “living” substance. 

Indirectly and on the whole, man tends to the Truth, but directly and 
immediately what he holds to or seeks is not the truth, but the truth which 
he wants. It is the cravings of his psychical being which he satisfies. This 
is the meaning of the phrase “will to believe”. If there be a really detached 
search for truth it is excessively rare. He is a foolish and inconsiderate man 
who would deprive others of the meal of food, material or intellectual, 
which satisfies them, though it may not please him. A celebrated German . 
Theosophist was I believe commonly wont to commence his addresses 
with the observation “I am now going to tell you a story”. Well I also 
am telling a story. It interests me but I am the last person to persuade 
others to accept it if they be themselves indifferent or unwilling. I am 
not seeking “converts” nor trying to “prove” that any one is “wrong”. 
If, in answering an internal urge to write, I can please others besides 
myself so much the better. My account of the main Indian Concepts 
may be of use either to those who are disposed to think the same way, or to 
those who simply want to know the facts. Ifthe books are of use to any one 
in either way that is enough for me. Should anyone think that they are 
of no use, that also is enough; for I will not dispute the point with him. 
If ms own theories held in good faith really satisfy him, I will certainly 
not “commend” to him any other. Each will answer the speculative 
questions which all ask, particularly to-day, according to their general 
theoretic VETED the product of their intellectual make-up and temperament. 
fa ra a a ea is sincerity, good faith and that openness 

FRN of the Re. 
Pa eia and others and relieving their atirini 
ürna. To be whole physically, psychically, 
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and spiritually is to be well. The contrary of wholeness (Apiirna) is Disease. 
And so it is said Apūrņaņm-manyatā Vyadhi—‘‘the sense of imperfection, that 
is want of wholeness, is Disease”. In, with, or as the Whole, man has life 
here and hereafter. So'one of the Cakras in the great Sriyantra is calléd 
Sarva-rogahara or the Destroyer of all Disease which is Adharma. Siva is 
called Mrtyumjaya or ‘Conqueror of Death.” As such above his head is 
shown the Moon shedding streams of Nectar (Amrta = Deathlessness) over 
His upright body. After all it is what a man is and does which counts. The 
notion that mere cleverness is cnough is not a Hindu one. What is the 
use of talking of the Atma and so on if one has helped no one. And so in 
the Sakta Scriptures, as in others, emphasis is laid on Kriya (action) which 
however may be given a more extended sense than that in which it is 
there ordinarily used. 

To pass to the subject matter of this book I personally (like indeed, 
I suppose, most people) do not believe that Life is merely as Claude 
Bernard said a “fermentation”, or that a true theory of it can be based 
on the now (with some) fashionable “colloidal solution”. It has been 
said that, for the majority of Biologists, vital phenomena are merely physico- 
chemical phenomena. Nevertheless the Vitalist School is on a true track. 
If I remember rightly it was an English Chemist who lately observed 
that the more Matter is studied the clearer it is seen, that it is away from 
Matter (as such) and in the opposite direction that the solution, if any, 
of Life will be found. As regards the subject of this volume I believe in 
the “simplist” solution that Life, as we know it, is a power (as the Life 
of all lives) of the Supreme Power (Pardgakti). J.H. Fabre, the celebrated 
Naturalist and incomparable observer (as Darwin called him)—said: 
“I can’t say I believe in God. I see Him. Without Him I understand nothing: 
without Him all is darkness.” The question is not so much the existence 
of God but what sort of God. Philosophers and scientists would less 
grudgingly give to this Power the name of “God” were it not for the 
crude, ridiculous and even hateful notions which the beliefs of some have 
associated with this word. Merely physical explanations have availed 
i The Vedanta has dealt with the question 
very profoundly in distinguishing the Vital Body (Prapamaya 
the Physical Body (Annamaya-Kosa) and in the lower 
(Manomaya-Kosa) which is the vehicle of all the animal instincts, essence 
of the former. Life and instinct are wondrous things the sight of which 
evokes the sentiment of worship. Neither results from Matter. The 
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explanation must be sought not below but above it in the Supreme 
Intelligence which they emphatically proclaim. J.H. Fabre conceived 
the relation between instinct and organ as analogous to that between 
Soul and Body. Instinct is an incorporeal element characterised by a 
native, infallible and irresistible impulse, superior to the organism as 
well as to sensibility, though it is not separate from, or completely 
independent of, these. 

As regards evolution also, he would I think say that the separate 
creation of species is a truer notion than the theory that a higher species 
evolves from a lower one. For each species is a form of Divine Power 
(Daivi-Sakti). If, for example, A,B,C, be three distinct species in an ascending 
scale from A to C, it is not A which produces B, nor B which produces 
C, but it is the one Power (Mahd-Sakti) which produces A,B and C. That 
Power which has appeared as A, appears also as B, and will next appear 
as C. B as an ascending type does not owe its ascent to A the lower‘type, 
but is a fresh pulsing-forth (Prasara) of Power with a view to liberate 
Consciousness which appeared as A, now appears as B, and will appear 
as C. Some Christian writers claim to be “liberal” in repudiating what 
they call the “crude” view according to which the Creator is perpetually 

interfering” with His work. But in my opinion it is more true to say 
that every act of creation, maintenance, and dissolution in past, present 
on future is directly His. In the same way it is futile to search for the 


asing link” as a lost form intermediate between A and B and B and G. 


m mel link is the Supreme. Power which produces each. So in a tree, 
one main branch do 


to both. This view 


except formal, when Lif 


or when Spirit is materialis 
If there has Been ed or a 
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the nature of Matter itself, I 
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is stated much better in this Indian Scripture, according to which Matter 
as such, that is as the crust or end of the involving process is not as such 
potent to produce Life which is part of the evolving process. It is the Power, 
of which Matter is a gross manifestation, which is able to organise Matter 
into “living” form, which is the first stage on the way towards liberation 
from Matter and thus towards Pure Experience. One of the chief keys to 
an understanding of Indian Philosophy is to remember that all its schemes 
begin with everything. Creation, evolution or whatever else it be called, 
is only the appearance in subtle and gross forms of an inherent tendency 
in pure Bcing—Consciousness, as the nidus of all the manifested tendencies 
or Samskaras. One cannot get out of a bag more than has been put into 
it. It it is not put there in the beginning, it will not be got out in the end. 
Thus Life manifosts in form. Life has no origin except as manifesting in a 
particular form. But Life has, in itself, no origin, for it is but a limited 
aspect. of Eternal Being in all Its fullness. Consciousness again has not 
itself evolved. It is gradually liberaled which is quite a different notion. 

It is not a product of Matter. Ifit be not assumed in the beginning it will 

not be found at the end. It is eternal. Its existence is as a contraction 

(Samkoca) through association with Mind and Matter. And so with these 

last two. As constituting shapes they appear and pass away. But in the 

form of a potency to appear as such—a potency in the Cosmic Will— 

they had never, according to Vedanta, a beginning as they will never 

have an end. 

The practical effect ofa philosophy or religion is of primary importance. 
In this case the aim is Wholeness and Power and that is the effect of practical 
working or Sadhana as distinct from mere thcorising. The high Sadhana 
(for there are several degrees) is self-purification and the worship of ‘God 
as Saktiman or the Supreme Possessor of Power. I hope to deal with 
Sadhana ina future volume. Saktimeans “Power” and a Sākta is a worshipper 
of it in Its Supreme form. Then following this, entry is made upon the 
highest stage which is jiana-yoga or religious philosophising by him whose 

. mind and body have been purified and perfected by Sadhana. 

The Sakti-sangama-Tantra says that the doctrine of Sakti was 
promulgated to establish unity amongst worshippers. For whatever 
might be the name of the God of their particular form of worship, all 
admitted His “feminine” aspect as Power. A Bengali writer, now deceased, 


‘who is not so well known as he should be, namely Bhudeva Mukhyopa- 


dhyaya stated in one of his books (on what authority however I do not 
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know) that Sakta teaching was also promulgated with the political aim of 
hardening the power of resistance in the Hindu to forcign aggression. 
However this may be the doctrine is in fact powerful and power-giving. 
It is not possible that those who truly realise that in their essential being 
they are the self-same Supreme Power which created the universe, or 
in actual contact therewith, can be ever weak. It has been said that it 
was Christianity which first told the individual man that he was of worth. 
But how can that be seeing that hundreds of years before the incarnation 
of the Christ the Rishi had said “That thou art”? That is, man is not 
only of worth, but he is Devdlaya or abode of the Divine Power itself. Life 
itself is a power which is weakened or increased in the individual as he 
has ability to resist, and to increase through faith in, and progressive 
realisation of, his essential oneness with, the enduring Whole, which, 
while timeless in itself, is represented in time by a principle of conservation 
within the limits of the life of an universe. Abundant life is needed for 
the successful undertaking of all human activity. How to gain it is the 
work of Sadhana. But in rightly stressing the necessity of practice, it has 
sometimes been forgotten, in the reaction against “Dogma,” that practice 
must be backed by a doctrine which supplies the reasons for it. I read 
for instance that auto-suggestion is- now being practised by the mere 
repetition of the words “I am becoming better and better every day and 
in every way”, and the like. But unless one believes this what is the usc 
of saying it? Some appear to believe without reason but with good results. 
But others will not believe this without having been given first a reason 
to show why such belief is well-founded and will therefore have good result. 
Be they sound or not, Sakta doctrine does give its reasons when it says 
that the ultimate Reality and inner being of each self is the unlimited 
Whole (Pina) of which the individual is a contraction or form, deriving 
the limitation implied in all form by the operation of those Powers which 
are Mind and Matter and the function of which is to negate the Whole 
or Consciousness (Nisedha-vyapara-riipa Saktik) as Yogamuni finely says 
ae his Commentary on Abhinava-Gupta’s Paramartha-sira. That Really 
Real is the Inner Self and unlimited Being of which life in Mind and 
Matter is a limited form. It is Hale or Whole. It is unbroken (Akhanda) 
world is a fragment. It is unlimited 
Will. Limited Power exists in the 
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But all these forms of contraction are due to, and take place in, Mind 
and Matter. The one Spirit, which is changless Bliss, is the essential being 
of all these froms. From this it follows that each form may make contact 
with, and then realise, the whole, is his own essential Self, which is Health 
itself, the Source, infinitely joyous, of all limited power and life—Pranah 
pranasya as the Upanisad says or the “Life of all lives”—with results all 
beneficial to itself. To understand this, however, it is necessary to know the 
nature of Mind and its operations and therfore the meaning of the old 
saying in the Upanisads “What a man thinks that he becomes.” If this 
be doubted the answer is “try”. If the objector refuses to try a system 
which promises particular results, he cannot complain that he has had 
no benefit from it. Just as in the West one finds advocates of the Cult of 
Power, so others, both here and there, are opposed to it because of its 
abuses. It is true that Power may be wrongly uscd but that need not be 
so. The objection is not to the Cult of Power (which is not the same thing 
as the Cult of material force) but the use of it when obtained. In the 
same way loose thinking makes a distinction between Might and Right 
as though Might was wrong. There is nothing necessarily wrong about 
Might. The true distinction is between Might in the service of Right 
and Might in the service of Wrong. In the same way objection has been 
taken to the Sakta doctrine because it teaches Yoga through Enjoyment 
or Bhoga, as distinct from Yoga by Renunciation which but very few are 
willing to try, and are still less capable of achieving if they did. Bhoga 
which is both Enjoyment and Suffering is not limited, in the former case, 
to “Beer and Skittles” or to be more up-to-date “Cinema and Dancing 
Teas”. It is a sound principle but, like everything else, susceptible of 
abuse by the sincere but weak on the one hand, and the hypocritical 
pretender on the other. It is an old doctrine in this line of thought that 
perfection can best be attained if each seeker of it perfects himself in all 
common human functions, and in his own particular avocation whatever 
it be. However humble it be let him only place himself, his life with all 
its functions and actions with the Whole, when they acquire meaning and 
strength. The individual life is then lived in and with the Universal Life. 
But it must be known what Life is. To this question this volume attempts 
to give shortly the Indian answer. 

What is called the “Philosophy of Life” and Doctrine of Power is 
now in vogue in the West. “New Thought” as it is called (so akin in some | 
respects to Sakta doctrine) says “Within you is the Power”. “Spiritual 
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healing” is taught and practised by the followers of what is called 
“Christian Science” to whom man’s mind is “mortal mind” and the 
world of matter is a kind of Maya. Great changes are taking place in 
Psychology. The debt of Theosophy to India is well known as also (though 
in another sense) of India to Theosophy which re-called to the Indian the 
value of his cultural inheritance. In Medical science, Psycho-therapy is 
establishing itself. An American critic reviewing one of the books which 
I have published of Tantra Sastra spoke of this Scripture as being “perhaps 
the most elaborate system of auto-suggestion in the world”—a fact which 
he did not consider to be to its credit—for auto-suggestion, in its Indian 
sense, was not understood by him. 

All these western movements are further instances of the approxi- 
mation, which is now taking place, of modern western and ancient 
Indian thought to which I have often referred, as in the first volume of 
this Series on “Reality”. There is no reason however for any-racial 
bumptiousness on cither side. These doctrines and practices are based 
on notions which are it is true very old in India. They are the product 
of Ancient India, of that Great India which thought for itself and did 
not wait for cultural food of any kind to be spooned out to it by strangers. 
To-day it is the West which is great not only politically but in its intense 
original life, in its worship of Power and Beauty, in its Art, Science and 
Philosophy, and in its keen research and elaboration of fresh ideas. There, 
even the smallest peoples with no great past history are respected Selves. 
India has not yet recovered from thé state which laid her open to the 
foreign invader. She is still learning how to say “I”? which if it be said 
will be starting point of her activities. This is not to deny the existence of 
great evils or that the present European civilization carries within it, like 
everything else, the seed of its death. Moreover, though I think the East 
aie ae er nie et the East, it is possible that similar 
E ERAS ee a ependently. Ifa theory has any truth in 
Ge aoa ae out help from any other. It is in respect of 
Probable reai a = oes more often require to wait for information. 
Ancient Wisdom which i bei ee ap aR z a 
richer content and in Sade s with ae ok seek va 
previously wanting. es with an objective proof which was 
; The Upanişads (some of which are more than 2 000 years old) teach 
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that man’s essential being is the one Spirit: that that being is pure 
Consciousness and Bliss of immeasurable power, that Mind and Matter 
are two of its powers and as such one with it, for power (Sakti) and the 
possessor of Power (Saktiman) are one, that man makes himself what he 
is and he can make himself what he will; that (to use the words of the 
Chandogya Upanisad) “what a man thinks that he becomes”, that the 
Power is within, being known as the “Inner Controller” (Antaryamin), 
that Mind is active and goes forth as a Ray to meet the excitations of 
matter, that it has power over matter, and may possess various siddhis 
such as moving matter without physical connection and others, and that 
mind can influence mind by telepathy and hypnotism (Vasi-karanam) 
and in other ways. The recent theory, for instance, of the American Dr. 
Abrams that there is vibration (Spanda) of the “ultimate? electric units 
of matter, that specific rates of vibration are associated with definite 
pathological conditions of the blood or tissues, and that these conditions 
may be cured by electric waves possessing a periodicity enabling them 
to control the vibrations of the disease from which the patient is suffering, 
is strongly reminiscent of the theory of Mantra, which by its sound-vibrations 
affects and regulates the psychical and physical sheaths. In a recent book 
by a Bengali. author it is observed (not with approval for he rejects 
the Vedanta and adopts the notions of Modern Western: Theism) that it 
appeared to him that “in these modern speculations the old philosophers 
seem to have been winning all along the line.” He says: “An Indian 
may well feel proud that the speculations of his age-old philosophers so 
long ridiculed by Europeans are adopted by the newest science”; but he 
finds that it is “‘difficult to resist the smile which such speculations naturally 
give rise to.” Let him not resist the smile. No one will begrudge him 
that, for smiles and laughter spell health, nor will he perhaps demur to 
the amusement of others for a reason quite contrary to his own. Naturally 
those Indians who do not think much of the religion and philosophy of 
their ancestors will be amused (though the kindly ones will be saddened) 
at the sight of those Europeans who (as they think) are picking up ancient 
Indian errors and putting them forward as new Western truths. 

Others of a different way of thinking will likely be of opinion that 
if modern western scientific theories tend to square with ancient Indian 
teaching, then some case is made out for the latter. 

But after all it does not matter who first said what. The question 
is—is it true and therefore useful—a question which we should approach „ 


without prejudice. 
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My friend Professor P. N. Mukhyopädhyäya has been good enough, 
at my request, to supply me with the valuable Appendix which will be 
found at the conclusion of this book which will be followed by two volumes, 
which I have prepared with his help, on Sakti as Mind and Sakti as Matter. 


Puri J.W. 
30th May, 1922 
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THE WORLD AS POWER: 
POWER AS LIFE 


(Prāņa-śakti) 
I 


“He said “I am Life’ ” (Sahovaca, Prano’smi). “‘The life ofall lives” (Sa u prāņasya 
prāņah) “Adore Me who am Life.” (Prano’smi, Mam upāsasva). 
Kausitaki Up., 3—2; Kena-Up., 2. 


In the West, matter is commonly divided into that which is organised 
and unorganised, the former being called living, and the latter non-living, 
substance, “brute,” “inert” and “dead” matter. As is so characteristic 
of Western Thought, emphasis is thus laid on difference and discontinuity, 
these being apparent. An absolute gulf was created between the two; 
the gréatest of all gulfs namely that between what is dead and what is 
alive. “Organisation”! means more or less systematic arrangement of 
relatively separate parts in a whole suited to fulfil any sort of function. 
According to the old meaning of the term “organic”, an organic body 
is one, whether living or not, in which heterogeneous elements make up a 
composite whole. After Leibnitz two elements in the conception (that 
of composition of parts and relation of means and end) are intimately 
connected and Kant welds them together in his definition of the organic, 
as that in which all the parts are reciprocally means and ends to one 
another and to the whole. Thus historically the identification of organic 
with the living comes last, and the term means that which has life whether 
animal or vegetable as opposed to inorganic or inanimate. Organism 
in biology means a discrete body of which the essential constituent is 
living protoplasm. The term originally indicated the recognition of 
organisation as essential to life and as opposite to unorganised or “dead? 
matter. An organism has the inherent principle of its own systematic 
process. It is thus common to speak of organised matter in connection 
with life. But all matter is now held to be in a state of organisation, that 


1 See Baldwin, Phil. Dict. 
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is systematic arrangement of relatively separate parts in a whole suited 
to fulfil any sort of function. It is said to be constituted of complicated 
structural elements, and the molecules and atoms are described in fact 
as miniature solar systems. The supposed, self-moving, electric units of 
these atoms constitute distinct structural arrangements, varying in number 
and position in the varied forms of so called elementary matter. And 
so it has been said! that “as soon as we lift the veil of appearances, matter 
so inert in its outward aspect is seen to possess an extremely complicated 
organisation and an intense life.” So again mineral being is characterised 
by its beautifully geometrical crystalline form as the living being 
is characterised by its anatomical one. In short all matter, everything 
which exists is organised. It is therefore not organisation but degree and 
nature of organisation which distinguishes so called living and non-living 
substance. 

Nothing again is inert. According to Simkhya and Monistic Vedanta 
all matter is a compound of derivates from one primordial Substance- 
Energy called Prakrti Mayafakti. This and its modes are in perpetual 
Movement. For activity is the essential characteristic of the ultimate 
Substance-Energy. For this reason the Hindus call the world: “‘fagat” 
which means the “moving thing” because everything is in movement 
in changeless Spirit or Consciousness, just as in the phenomenal. world 
all is moving here and there in the ethereal continuum. It is true that a 
common distinction, in ordinary parlance, exists between moving (Cara) 
and unmoving (Acara) things, but this refers to the appearance only of 
gross matter and even to living plants without locomotive movement. 
This notion of the inertness of matter was due to superficial observation 
of molar masses apparently at rest and set in motion by force from without. 
As above stated, according to the views now held, the ultimate particles 
of the atorhs of matter are in constant movement and the atom itself is a 
Soia cE enendeni energy. . It has therefore been rightly observed 
ae e who. e question of motion, as related to living and not-living 

cing, Tequires re-statement in view of modern ideas of an ultra-physical 
nature relating to intra-atomic activities and to molecular movement. 
aS zo a equivalent of the phrase “dead” matter. The 
7 gcneraty means anything without locomotive movement 
(Acara) a stationary thing. In this sense a plant may be Jada though 


1Le Bon “Evolution of Matter”. 
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there is movement in the plant itself. A moving thing (Cara) may be 
relatively Jada. Thus a man who is numbed with cold is said to be Jadasada. 
One is said to be in the state of Jada when he feels incapable or disinclined 
for physical or mental action. Jada! means without movement (Nihspanda) 
effortless (Nirudyoga). It also means unconscious (Acetana). But a thing 
which is Acetana is not necessarily and absolutely without consciousness. 
In fact nothing is that. Everything in Vedanta is a form of consciousness 
(Cit). Everything again, as regards its material body, is Mayasakti or the 
finitising principle, Creatrix of the world of forms or Power which in 
itself (Svardpa):is Consciousness. Again Mayasakti as ground of appearance 
is constituted of three Gunas (Jriguna-mayi).2 That is in everything there 
is the Factor Sativa (for the three Gunas or factors of the Natural Principle 
never exist apart from one another), and Sativa is that aspect of the Natural 
Principle which manifests Consciousness in any phenomenon, veiled 
though that Consciousness be in“differing degrees. What then we call 
unconscious or as having the appearance of unconsciousness is only that 
in which Consciousness is most obscured to the finite observer. But there 
is nothing which does not manifest it in some degree. Thus the response 
of matter to stimuli is evidence of the Sattvagupa and of the Cit which it 
reflects. In popular language Acetana (unconscious) may be applied to 
man who is Acetana to some things and Cefana to others. What may be 
in one condition Acetana may be Sacetana (conscious) in another. Thus 
Acetana (unconscious ) may be applied to a man who is not expert or quick 
about anything, incapable, worthless, in a state of fascination, dumb, 
blind, an idiot, any one who remains without action and efforts How 
little a Hindu looks on anything as being absolutely dead, and how words 
are used in an analogical sense is illustrated by the case of an Orissan 
sculptor who told me that he was unable to make a statue I wanted out 
of an old stone which I gave him because it was “dead’’; that is it had 
ceased to be able to be worked upon. . 

From a philosophical point of view then all is essentially unmoving 
Consciousness veiled in varying degree by continually moving Mind and 
Matter, most veiled in gross matter, and less and less veiled in plants, 
animals and man, who in Yoga becomes complete Consciousness and 
nothing else. Again the vehicle of mind and matter is the manifestation of 


1 See Prakrti-vada Dict. of Ramakamala Vidyalamkara. - 


3 Paksati, eya ro Aarti, Akarmaņya, Mohita, ctc., sce Prakrti-vada Dict. 
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the Power (Sakti) of Consciousness, that is Consciousness as Power. The 
term Consciousness must be understood not in its ordinary Western sense 
but as an approximate term for Cit.1 All matter again is composed. o- 
Sattvaguna as well as of the other Gunas which are the principles of 
efficiency, and resistance or inertia in a phenomenon. There is no vehicle 
of Consciousness which is not in perpetual movement. There is no vehicle 
which does not in varying degree display Consciousness. 

Neither then organisation, motion, nor consciousness is peculiar to 
living substance. Motion exists in both forms of substance, though it is 
what is called mechanical and determined in one, and apparently free 
and undetermined in the other. Organisation exists in both cases, though 
more and more complex in living substance. Consciousness is the essence 
of both, though so obscured in what is called inorganic matter that the 
latter is deemed unconscious. Yet even here science corrects crude 
observation. This irritability was supposed to be a fundamental property 
of living substance. It is however now known that “non-living” matter 
reacts to external stimuli. Thus its reaction to acid is a spasm. 
For knowledge in this direction we are indebted, as all know to experiments 
of the distinguished Indian scientist Sir Jagadish Bose. By taking as basis 
the fact that the most general and delicate sign in life is the electric response, 
he has shown that this electric response is the reaction of an obscure form 
of Consciousness in matter. He has thus shown by his ingenious 
experiments the fatigue of metals and its disappearance after rest and 
the action on these same metals of excitants, depressants and poisons. 

Whilst it is of course true that self-conscious mind exists only in high 
manifestations of Life, it is also the fact that in the response which inorganic 
matter makes to external stimuli we see the most rudimentary form of 
that which when developed is called sentiency—a form of Consciousness. 
sean SS faetalty and it hei been e with an 

aA annot be approached by the conscious 
sensibility of any being.” The author cited adds “This sensibility of matter 
so contrary to what popular observation seems to indicate is becoming 
ee in Physicists. This is why such an expression as 
into common use. "The eae eS eee ae Se 
E hss prbpericowhick ne cess matter yields ever-increasing proof 
Bice inter So e formerly deemed the exclusive appanage of 


1 See ‘Sakti and Sakta,” n 
2 Le Bon “Evolution of Maven” 248) (i gop T on Cit-Sakti. 
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living beings. The analogies discovered are, it is likely, due to the fact 
that nature does not greatly vary her procedure, and constructs all beings 
from mineral to man with similar materials, whence they are endowed 
with common properties. 

Then is the substance we call matter different in what is living and 
not living? The answer is in the negative. It is the same matter which is 
in living substance as in non-living substance. There are not two kinds 
of matter. ‘The chemico-mechanical school stands for the continuity of 
evolution between non-living and living substance. The Vitalists say 
that there is no difference as to matter, but that, when viewing life, we 
are in the presence of “something else” (not matter) in addition to what 
is found existing in non-living bodies. Nature in fact constructs all beings 
from mineral to man with similar materials. The difference exists in the 
manner they are worked up to display the Consciousness which is their 
essente. The greater the display of consciousness the more complex the 
structure. 

The various “elements” of matter may by combination give birth 
to bodies of increasing complexity from the forms of inorganic matter to 
the compounds forming the tissues of living beings. A living being is 
made up of an aggregate of chemical compounds formed by the combination 
of a small number of elements! so associated as to compose molecular 
edifices of very great mobility. A particularly complex but structureless 
homogeneous undifferntiated chemical substance known as Protoplasm? 
is the substance out of which all “living” things, whether Plants, Animals 
or Men, are formed. This elementary life-stuff possesses even in minute 
portions all the properties seen in the most complicated living structures 
such as assimilation, growth, contractility, sensitivity, reproduction. 
Of it is built up the cell, itself a complicated structure with its walls and 
nucleus. Inorganic forms constitute molecular edifices of small complexity 
in structure, whereas compounds elaborated within the tissues of living 
beings are admittedly extremely difficult of interpretation. So long as 
chemistry had only to study very simple mineral or organic compounds, 
elementary laws were sufficient, but closer examination showed that 


a 
1 uman. is about 75 per cent water, rest jelly and bones. | The nerves 
and ae a pala eaa or 85 per cent water. ‘tne Colloids are, it is said, the 
underlying fabric of many of the processes of life. : > 

2 Contains carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, nitrogen and a minute quantity of other | 
elements notably phosphorus. It is however so complex chemically as to defy cxact 
analysis. Moreover it is dead protoplasm of which chemistry speaks. 
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substances existed to which none of the known laws of chemistry could 
be applied and these substances are just those which play a preponderating 
part in the phenomena of life. A great number of chemical compounds, 
of which the aggregate constitues a living being, possess a structure and 
properties to which none of the old laws of chemistry are applicable. No 
formula can express their composition and no theory explains their 
properties. On them depend the majority of the phenomena of life. The 
viscid albuminoid -Protoplasm, which is the fundamental substance of 
the cells, never appears to change, though by its presence it determines 
the most complicated chemical reactions. The writer! from whom we 
quote the above speaks of the chemical edifices which the humble cells 
perform comprise operations, not only the most skilful in. the laboratories, 
but many more skilful still which man is unable to imitate. By means 
unknown the cells construct complicated and varied compounds and 
decompose the most stable bodies. “All these operations so precise, so 
admirably adapted to one purpose are directed by forces of which we have 
no conception which act exactly as if they possessed a power of clairvoyance very 
Superior to reason. What they accomplish every moment of our existence 
is far above what can be realised by the most advanced science.” 

A living being is, as body, the aggregate of these cellular lives. What 
then is that which we call life, be it in the cells or the cellular aggregate, 
as the plant, animal, and man? What is it which constitutes the distinction 
between what we call life and non-living substance? For it must be 
admitted that there are obvious differences between the two, otherwise 
man would not have made the distinction. It is sometimes forgotten, in 
the desire to unify all things, that it is the characteristic of phenomenal 
Reality that it is made up of differences and apparent discontinuities. 
For it is only these which can constitute a world. If all were static and 
homogeneous there would be no world at all. Continuity only exists 
as regards the original Substance-Energy (Sakti) of which all apparent 
diversities and continuities are, modes. Nevertheless, whilst admitting 
diversity, we may discern elements of sameness or correspondence which 
are he phenomenal indications of the unity of Creative Reality Itself. 

ag definitions have been given of Life such as “the special 
activity of organised beings” which tells us nothing. Life is generally 


net as a process and we are told what Life does rather than what 


1Sce Le Bon, Op., cit., 293—295. 
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Thus living substance is said to be that which is born, breathes, moves, 
assimilates, grows, adapts itself to environment, repairs and reproduces 
itself and dies. Whilst it is true that these are fundamental properties 
of living substance it cannot be said that, at any rate all of them, are 
properties of what is popularly called “living substance” alone. Perhaps 
in some degree none are. To be born and to die are only particular ways of 
coming into and leaving a passing form of existence. We cannot equate 
the behaviour of bodies with that of artificial machines. Thus the atom 
of matter does not depend on external impulse for its movements. It is 
not provided from without with its gigantic store of energy which it carries 
within itself. It keeps itself going until it dissociates. This dissociation 
is the death of the atom for which there must have been, as regards any 
particular atom, a corresponding birth. Nor can we say that one is self- 
moved and not the other. In gross matter there is intra-atomic and 
molecular movements, though as a mass it is moved only by the 
application of external force. “Brownian” movement may be reaction 
of external molecular conditions upon a small mass of matter, resulting 
in mechanical motions, but it is yet a movement of transport. Even so- 
called “‘selfinitiated” animal movement may be a reaction to external 
conditions. Some are of opinion that there is no spontancous or voluntary 
movement and that all movement is the result of tactisms in the nature 
of a chemico-physical reaction. 

Then what of the admittedly living cell. Except as an independent 
organism it may be incapable of movement of transport. Thus only the 
white cells of the blood have amoebic movement. Some cells have ciliary 
movement only. Others, such as the living cells, have no movement of 
transport at all. These cells are yet living and form part of a living 
organism. All admittedly living substance ` breathes. And hence the 
word. Prani or breathing creatures. The. plant does so through its leaves. 
Even in an animal, the Amoeba, we cannot sce the process of respiration 
taking place. It is therefore supposed that the interchange of gases which 
constitutes the breathing process takes place all over the surface of the 
creature, there being no apparent special organ. It may not be too fanciful 
to suppose that some such interchange takes place, through attraction 
and repulsion, (principles of universal operation) in the interstices of 
matter. Whether “nonliving” matter can assimilate depends on. the 
question whether it is capable of growth. The process is in some measure 


chemical, for chemical changes and operations take place during its progress." > 
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All matter is capable of crystallisation, and matter is thus individualised 
by incorporation of elements borrowed from the medium with itself. 
Cells and crystals have been said to show evident affiliation. The crystalline 
form corresponds to the anatomical one. The material molecules ‘go 
through successive transformations to assume the crystalline form, being a 
representation, in a way, of tissue in the course of evolution. All this of 
course is not to deny that there are differences between the growth of 
crystals and of so called “living” bodies. So again with self-repair which 
is a mark of living substance. Like the animal or plant a mutilated crystal 
can repair its mutilation. In fact this healing or righting tendency is 
not merely present in individual bodies, but is an essential characteristic 
of the universe as a whole—an aspect of the universal Law or Dharma 
under which all abnormality, injury and wrong are in due time righted. 
So again as regards generation. In certain conditions liquids only crystallise 
if they have first received a crystalline germ. In other cases spontaneous 
crystallisation appears to be observed. The crystalline bodies which are 
produced by vital activities are identical in composition and molecular 
structure with crystals of “inorganic” origin. Adaptation, that is meeting 
the various conditions with which any living being is confined, may 
ultimately be reduced to Attraction (Raga) and Repulsion (Dvesa), and 
response to changes in environment, whether the reaction be due to more 
chemical changes in the composition of a thing, or whether there is also 


of a chemico-physical law, 
by conscious. willing process, 

Every centre acts according to the degree of freedom which evolution 
has accorded to it. It is in fact in freedom that we find the distinguishing 
characteristic of living substance. It cannot be said that either organic 
or inorganic matter is altogether free. For each form exists and operates 
according to the laws which govern it. Each has its normal behaviour 
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or Dharma. But living matter shows increasing will and purposive 
action. 

If we then examine the differences which exist between so called 
inorganic and organic matter, we find that they may be summed up in 
the generalised statement that living-matter is endowed, in greater and 
greater degree, with freedom and individuality. External control is never 
wholly absent but there is increasing freedom from it. Instead of a rule 
imposed on simply-organised subject material, the forms of living matter 
are biologically described as an organism rich in organisation with internal 
self-regulating control. Chemical and physical processes are rigid and 
unvarying and a particular behaviour may be expected with accuracy. 
We do not anticipate any departure from the regular lines of events involved 
in any chemical or physical process. On the other hand an opponent 
of the Vitalistic theory! has said that an animal never does the same thing 
twice in the whole course of its existence. Freedom and individuality 
is thus the fundamental characteristic of living matter. And this we might 
expect, seeing that the initial creative process is an impulse towards 
individualisation—an impulse which continues to gain strength with the 
evolution of forms. 

The fact that gross matter exhibits (though in rudimentary form) 
the properties of living substance is regarded by some as proof that all 
matter is either, in an obscure sense, alive or has within it the potency 
of life. Either view is apt to introduce confusion and obliterate real 
differences. Life is a term which expresses a distinction. If we call 
all matter alive we thereby give to the word life a meaning which renders 
it meaningless. If again we say that matter as such contains the potency 
of life, we are again giving to the term matter another sense than that 
in which it is ordinarily understood, namely a sense which places it in 
contrast with both Life and Mind. The position taken by Sakta doctrine 
is in this matter, as in so many others, sound. It recognises both difference 
and unity. To the holders of chemico-mechanical theories of the production 
of Life by Matter, it says that Matter as such is not the cause of Life. On 
the contrary Life is a Power, a form of Consciousness which directs matter. 
But it is right to say that the cause of Life is immanent in matter as the 
Power which manifests as both Matter and Life. To the Vitalist, whether 
old or new, it says that he is right in affirming that Life is not a product 
of Matter as such, but wrong when he says that there is “something else’ 


1 See Le Dantec, “The Nature and Origin of Life”. 
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in living substance which is absent in non-living substance. For the one 
Power is present in both, but manifests either as so-called “dead” matter 
with its regulated and calculable motions and behaviour, or in “live” 
matter in which the gradual freeing of consciousness and will introduces 
“self-initiated” purposive action which’ is less and less calculable, until 
for practical purposes it becomes incalculable. It is not, in short, to matter 
as such that we must look for the appearance of life, but to the Power 
(Sakti) which is the cause of both matter and life. This is so fundamental 
and important a point that it is examined later in greater detail, after a 
short historical review of the theories held in East and West as to the nature 
of Life and its so-called origin. 

According to the Indian Materialists (Carvakas, Lokayatas) Life, 
as well as Consciousness, was spontancously generated (Abiogenesis) 
as a result of the chemical combination, under the influence of heat and 
moisture, of the four kinds of matter! in organic forms, just as the 
intoxicating property of spirituous liquors is the result of the fermentation 
of unintoxicating rice and molasses. The instinctive movements of the 
newly-born organism were held to be mechanically due to external stimuli, 
as much as the opening and closing of the lotus at different hours of the 
day or night or the movement of iron under the influence of the lodestone. 
It is common ground however in the Nyaya-Vaisesika, Samkhya-Patafijala 
and Vedanta schools that Consciousness? transcends and is not the product 
of matter. The Naiydyikas held that psychical and vital processes are 
immaterial and could not be resolved into motion.3 The two latter schools 
held that both Mind and Matter are, as all else, which is not consciousness,‘ 
forms of motion, but are distinguished from one another in that the 
Vedanta holds that Life is also a separate substantive principle which 
the Samkhya, on the ground of economy of categories, does not admit. 
Both held that consciousness is not a motion and cannot be the resultant 
of the motions of inorganic matter. Nor is the consciousness of the self 
or of the organism as a whole, the resultant of supposed consciousness¢es 
vested in the constituent particles of the body. There is one central abiding 


1 Vayu, Tejas, Ap, Prthivi. The fifth Akaéa was not admi i bject 
of parecptian- See Seal, 239—91, Positive Sciences of the coasts Se 
tanya. This is not mind. The latter is intermingled consciousness and un- 


iousniess. 

3Pari-spanda. Life, It is a Guna, jivanoniyatna ivi 

4 As either the Samkhyan P , jivanoniyatna or activity of the Atman. 
aea aaidvt ei aa areal Vedantic Atma. Both are transcendent, im- 
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Consciousness. Life! according to the Samkhya is not a Vayu? or bio- 
mechanical force nor any mere mechanical impulsion resulting from the 
impulsion of Vayu. Life is a reflex activity, a resultant of the various 
concurrent activities of the mind and senses.3 This, it is said, explains 
the disturbing effect on the vitality of pleasurable and painful emotions. 
The Samkhyas accept the substantive existence of Mind‘ but resolve Life 
into a mere resultant activity of the mind and senses. Whilst therefore 
for them Life was not a bio-mechanical force nor evolved from inorganic 
matters it was only a complex reflex activity resulting from the operations 
of the psycho-physical principles or forces in the organism. The Vedantists® 
whilst agreeing with the Samkhyas that Life is neither a biomechanical 
force, nor the result of its operation, deny that it is merely the result of the 
concurrent sensory-motor, emotional, and apperceptive reactions of the 
organism. Life is prior to the senses, for it regulates the development 
of the fertilised living ovum from which the senses subsequently develop. 
The sensations do not explain life. Moreover the deprivation of any one or 
more of the senses does not mean a deprivation of life. The Vedantists 
therefore hold Life, which is called Prana,’ as a separate, substantive, 
quasi-material Principle, pervasive of the organism, which is not a gross 
natural force or material energy but a form of regulative activity or motion 
guiding such energy phenomenally and, as the western Scholastics said, 
immersed in Matter. In the Sakta system, everything which exists is a 
form of Supreme Power or Sakti which is in Itself Consciousness and 
manifests as Consciousness-unconsciousness. That Power is either of 
Will, Knowledge or Action. The Life Principle is a form of active power 
(Kriyaéakti). But the Powers are never entirely separated the one from 
the other. Wherever there is the one, there is the other. In particular 
manifestations, one or other may be predominant.2 Therefore there is 

1 Scal, 241. 2 Vāyu comes from the root Va=to move. 

3 That is Ego (Ahamkāra), the emotional (Manas) and sensory-motor (J fidnendriya 
má re A E TA with the Tanmätra, from Ahamkāra or individual- 
ised Prakrti. 

5 Bhita. 6 Scal, op. cil., 242. 

7 This word comes from the root An “to breathe” + prefix Pra. 

8 Neither the 24 nor the 36 Tattvas give Life as a separate substantive Principle or 
Tattva, as docs the May4-vada scheme. Life is here, as in the Samkhya, merely a complex 
activity resulting from the operation of the psycho-physical Principles. _ It is a form of 
the Supreme Power which products them, though possibly (for the point is at present not 
clear) after the manner of the Samkhya. That is Life as Cause is Power, though the 


mode by which it works may be that which the Simkhya indicates. 
9 Pradhana. 
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prescnt both Will and Knowledge and all these are manifestations of the 
Consciousness. The Vital Principle is ultimately as all clse Consciousness, 
in this case active to produce and sustain living substance and all its 
functions. Living substance is a form of God as Power. 

Prana has been defined: to be “the special relation of the Atma with a 
certain form of matter which by this relation the Atma? (or Self) organises 
or builds up as a means of having experience.” Prana in its gencral sense 
as the “Life Principle” is not breath, nor is it breathing except in a secondary 
sense. Breathing is only one of the manifestations of Life, an attribute 
of living substance. It is a manifestation of the Life-Principle. Breath 
is simply the circumambient air inhaled and expelled. The form of the 
Life-Principle or Prana, as manifested function, is breathing. Life, as the 
vital principle, bears the same name as its chief characteristic—the breath- 
ing which, in various forms, is the mark of vegatable, animal, and human 
nature. And thus the word “Spirit” literally means breath. Mart must 
speak in terms of matcrial existence, and he here selected what seemed 
to him the least material, the most unsubstantial. A breath may be felt. 
The physical action of breathing may be seen and known. When breathing 
ceases Life ceases: and so the Kausitaki-Upanisad calls Prana “the Life- 
duration of all.” But That which is unscen, of which its functioning is 
seen, is Spirit or Brahman as the Life and source of all lives, the Prand of 
all Pranas. 

Praga is either individual or cosmic. The latter is the Brahman as 
Praga. The special relation, above mentioned, constitutes the individual 
Préna in the individual body. The individual Praza is limited to the parti- 
cular body which it vitalises, and is a manifestation in all breathing creatures 
called Prapi of the life-giving activity of the Brahman. The cosmic Prana 
which pervades and vitaliscs all breathing creatures (Prapi) is the Brahman 
as the collectivity of all individual Pranas, and the source of the individual 
and collective life. Breathing is a microcosmic manifestation of the 
macrocosmic Rhythm to which the whole universe moves and according 
to which it appears and disappears. And so it is said that the life of Brahma, 
the Creative-consciousness in any universe, is of the duration of the 


_ , | “Hindu Realism,” J. C. Chatterjee. In T; x a inciple 

is depicted as of a red colour in a boat Hoating A sca of bleed, Devt ar Liles PrincRe 
2 This term is com 

as Brahman dose papouned of A+at+man. The root Af means All-spreading just 


to some the i » 5 
to breathe—the “Spirit,” which has the same significances’ (out Sum, I am) or An 
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outgoing breath,! of the Lord as Time.? With His inbreathing all worlds 
are withdrawn. 

The body is divided by the Vedanta into five sheaths, which are 
less and less gross as we proceed inward, namely the sheaths of food or 
matter, life, lower and higher mind and of bliss.3 The Pranamaya or life- 
body differs from the gross outer body or body of foods which it vitalises. 
The latter is heterogeneous,’ or made up of distinct or well-defined parts. 
But the vital-self¢ which lies within the gross physical self‘ is a homogencous 
undivided whole,” permeating the whole physical body.? It is not cut 
off into distinct regions, as is the microcosmic cosmic physical body known 
as the Pinda. Unlike the latter it has no specialised organs each discharging 
a special function. It is a homogeneous unity, present in every part of the 
body which it ensouls as its inner vital self. A new life appears with the 
germination of the seed!° in breathing creatures. Into this seed Prana 
enters, When the Prāņa gocs, that is when the organism ceases to breathe, 
the organism which the Vital Principle holds together disintegrates, 
though for a time the cells may continue a sort of life of their own. 

Prana is metaphorically called Vayu in the sense of universal vital 
activity. It is itself one, but on entry into each body manifests itself in 
ten different ways under ten different names, of which the five chief are 
Prana, Apana, Samana, Vydna and Udana later explained. 

Prapa or Ayuh (Life) like all other constitutive principles of the 
Universe has two aspects namely as cause and as effect. In the first Prana 
is a name for the Supreme Brahman as the Cause of, that is the Power 
(Sakti) which produces, the life of individual being. Numerous Texts 
establish this: “He said “I am Prapa (Prano’smi) “Thou art Ayuh”? 
(Āyuşivam)' “Prana is Brahman” (Prāgo brahma). Here Praga means 


1 Nisvasa. 

2 Kala—See Introduction. Prapaficasara-Tantra, Vol. 3. Tantrik Texts. 

3 Annamaya, Pranamaya, Manomaya, Vijidnamaya, Anandamaya. 

4 Annamaya. ciradcomne: Eee Pranamaya Atma. 

1 Sadharana. Sarvapindavyapin. i : 

10 In the viviparous Placental (no a-placental animals were known) or Jaradyuja, 
the oviparous animals or Andaja, vegetable organisms or Udbhijja. It was commonly 
believed that the fourth classSvedaja or Usmaja were spontaneously or a-sexually generated 
from inorganic matter through the action of moisture and heat such as maggots in 
corrupting flesh. See Raghava-Bhatta Comm. on Sarada-Tilaka, 1,27, 29. But the vicw 
was also taken that inorganic matter without seed (Bija) could not give rise to animal 
life. Sce Scal oe SEA, sist Aas 

1i is Prāņa. usitaki-U., 3—2. i 

2 DTR SE 3—2: Prana is Brahman (Prāņo Brahmeti). 1b. 2-1- 

13 Maitri-Up., 5—1. 14 Chandogya-Up., 4—l0—5. usitaki, 2—1, 2—2. 
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Para-brahman' beyond Mind and Speech.? Hence God is enjoined to 
be worshipped as Life. “Adore Me who am Life (Ayuh) and Eternal.”3 
“He who worships Me as Life and Immortality obtains in this world all 
Life (Ayuk.)”* Worship of life is done with life.5 It is this Prana, as the 
Supreme Cause, which gives life as Effect. He is thus the Life of all 
lives.” The Kanva® says “The Devas worship that which is the Deathless 
One (Amria), which is truly Itself Life, and the Light of Lights.”® The 
Agama also says “As we two (Siva and Sakti) are the Self of the World,'° 
We Two are one with it. By reason of Our onencss with one another we 
are at all times the Life of the World (Jagatprana)”.'* What is vitalised 
is so vitalised by Prana.'? And He is the Vitaliser or Prana in chief. 
It is from this Supreme Life that all beings issue, enjoy their 
individual lives, and then re-enter into it.* It is thus the Cause of the 
universe. As such, Life is eternal.'5 It is also this universe.!® As Life eternal 
it is an endless, constant and changless Persistence itself, It is also eternal 
as universe, in the sense that whilst particular systems come and go, the 
universal process is eternal—now dropped and now resumed. Praizia is 
Paramitma, Aniarātmā,"" that is Supreme Being beyond and in bodies as 
Controller and Director. It is Kala the force which urges on all things 
and is viewed as Time,'® “Fire” (Agni) (which is the builder of forms) ;?9 
exhibited in matter, though itself beyond matter.24 Eternal Life is 


4 or transcendental Brahman Jt is beyond Prana. Cf “Thou art 
He who is other than Prana and the Devatis and Who art both,” “Kausitali-Up., 1—6. 


usi 
4 1b. Cf. “The t life A i = » ittiriva-UÐD. 
2—3]. Prana Fu ie it yuh) who worship Brahman as Pipa. Taittiriya-Up., 


i 1o dātmatvāt 
1! Cited by Natandnanda-natha in Comm. t ae a-vila 
"Pranena abhipranitah. Ait-Up. 311” °° “12 of Kamakala-vilasa. 
of Brahman, Cha-Up. 3—19 gr? —2—3—; I—5—3—. Prana is the fourth Pada 
Br-Up,, 52182, | Prāpa is Ra because in Prāga all beings enjoy (Ramante) 
ino va amrtam. Br. Up., I —6—3, 16 Prāno’ 5 4. 
Up, 6-9, 6—1, 6—8 and 7—7. Mae et Br-Up 134 
2 Ibid, 6—1], -C Brahman) is Tejomaya, Br-Up,, 2—5—4 


Tt is Ampt 4 = : : 
Bhūta. Präņo vā amam. Brelo, wea Adhyātma, that is above Daiva and 
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the persistent and true! which is enshrined by all name and form.? 
It is formless.? All have form but It.* The Supreme Brahman is formless, 
and so also is the organising principle of bodies, though it takes on the 
forms of the matter in which it is immersed.’ 

Life then, in its causal sense, is a name for the Supreme Power (Sakti) 
in its aspect as the originator of individual lives. That Power is in itself 
Consciousness (Cit). This consciousness is immersed in matter and is 
there veiled and appears as the director, guide, regulator, and controller 
of its matcrial energies. 

It is not “material” in the English sense, that is, it is not matter. 
On the contrary, Life or Pratia is said to be so called “‘becausc it leads 
and guides (Prañayanāi) and moves about.” Leads and guides what? 
The answer is Matter; for this which is the last product of the involution 
of Consciousness cannot, as such, guide and direct itself. The Vedanta 
clearly, distinguishes, in its doctrine of the sheaths (Kofas) of the Spirit, 
Matter which is the outermost and most gross sheath, from the vital body 
which is the next inner and more subtle sheath, within which again are 
the sheaths of lower and higher mind and within the last the Self. The 
gross body is the sheath of matter or food,” and within it is, the vital or 
Pranic sheath® which, with Mind, are the subtle body of the Self. This 
latter is Consciousness, and Mind, Life, and Body are forms of its Power 
(Sakti). 

If it be remembered that all is in essence Consciousness, veiled in 
varying degree by its Power as Mind and. Matter, the nature of Life will 
be clearly understood. In the higher mind’ functioning as Reason, 
Judgment and so forth, Consciousness is least veiled and most aware of 
itself. ‘The lower mind!° which attends, directs and synthetises the function- 
ing of the senses is more veiled. Animal instinct again is a veiled form of 
consciousness. Another form of the mental principle is Prana or Life. 
Though not specifically called mind, it is nevertheless that aspect of mind 
which is wholly immersed in matter as the directing consciousness of the 

1 Prana vai satyam. Br.-Up., 2—1—20. 2 Jb., \—_6—3S. 

3 Atha amirtam pranah. Br.-Up., 2 h “ 

3 Thid, aes cam maree Sil (in so far as Vayu is a form 
am by which name ch Brana is not) belongs to the formless (Amirta) division 
of the Bhiitas (sensible matter), na iti abhigiyate, (Prakrti-vada Dict.) The first 


7 Annamaya-Koéa. $ Pranamaya-Kosa. 9 Vijianamaya*Kosa. 
10 Manas of the Manomaya-Kosa. 
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material energies of the body. For to limit, regulate, control in whatsoever 
way is the function of the mental principle, and that which is the patient 
of such operation is Matter. Consciousness is present and at work in all 
matter, whether we call it living or not living; but when it dircctsethe 
material energies in such a way as to build up and sustain breathing 
creatures (Prani) it is called Prāņa or the Vital Principle or Force. And 
so the Maitri-Upanisad' sums up these relations in the statement that 
the Life-Principle is the essence of Matter (and of food, which is matter 
which sustains life), the Lower Mind is the essence of the Life Principle, 
the Higher Mind is the essence of the Lower mind, whilst the Self in its 
body of Bliss is the essence of the Higher Mind.? 

The Vital Principle manifests itself in various functions. All movement 
in matter may be reduced to the centripetal and centrifugal, attraction 
and repulsion, which are psychically, like (Raga) and dislike (Dvesa) and 
physically cohesion and affinity on the one hand, and their opposites 
on the other. Cohesion which links together the elements of bodies manifests 
in the mutual actions of the molecules. Affinity operates between particles 
of different bodies determining the majority of chemical reactions. 
Gravitation is an immense form of attraction and volcanic action is a 
repulsion on a large scale. In osmotic phenomena,’ molecular attraction 
and repulsion are most clearly shown, there being produced two currents 
in a converse direction called exosmose and endosmose. These simple 
molecular attractions and repulsions, acting in the bosom of liquids, 
govern a great number of vital phenomena and are, it has been said, 
perhaps one of the most important causes of the formation of living beings. 
All such attractions and repulsions can act only at a certain distance. 
The term ‘Field of Force’ is given to the space in which they are exercised. 
and that of “Lines of Force” to the directions in which are produced the 
attacting and repelling effects. 

Prana, as a general term for Life, manifests in various ways and is 
thus given various names according to the functions.* Prana is also the 
name of the chief of these functions. Prana in the latter sense is the specific 
Vital function which is appropriation or injection. It is the vital representative 

oe eee 

; raso, asya, vijňā : ijnānasya. 
e p ae ote posses the property A a a eet 
“The chief of these arc five and so in Pra 


T aani aS jos 
Paramātmā surrounded by the five Vivid Pataca aes Vyina, Udana. 
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of the centripetal movement of matter and of the psychical principle which 
is Like or Attraction or Raga. Leading instances of appropriation or 
injection are inspiration,’ swallowing food or drink, absorption by the 
skin, either naturally, or in the case of medication, by skin absorptions 
On the macrocosmic scale Prana is gravity. Commonly Prdpa-vayu? is 
said to include the outgoing breath.> But treating Prdpa-vayu as appro- 
priation and injection, it would seem properly to come under the next 
head or Apand. 

The latter is the specific vital function which is ejection, the vital 
representative of cenirifugal movement in matter and of the psychical 
principle which is Dvesa, or repulsion and dislike. The organism 
appropriates and injects what it likes and wants and by ejection or excretion 
gets rid of what is not needed. It is instanced by all forms of elimination, 
and expulsion such as defecation, urination, sweating, nasal and aural 
excretion, semination, parturition. Thus in the last case the seed is received 
in the womb by Prapa-vayu and is expelled as the child by Apdna-vayu. 
On the macrocosmic scale we see it in operation in volcanic eruptions and 
oozing of moisture from the rocks and the like. It would be possible to 
resolve all vital functions into these two—Prana and Apana, but with greater 
particularity, vital functions are classified under three additional classes. 

The third Vayu is Samana, the function of which is assimilation. By 
this food is selected and rejected, broken up, metamorphosed in digestion 
and then assimilated. 

Vyana is in general terms the function of distribution. What has been 
appropriated by Prana and is not subject of ejection by Apana; what has 
been assimilated by Samana, is distributed by Vyana. It includes conveyance 
of fluid blood produced from digested food, as also bodily movements 
as a whole, such as jumping, throwing and any function not included in 
the foregoing or the next. i ; 

Udana-vayu is concerned in the exhibition of voice-function, utterance 
as talking, singing, shouting, utilising for this purpose the air inhaled by 
Prana.* It is to be here observed that the physical air inbreathed is not 


1 §visa. Sce Brhad.-Up., 1—8—7; 5—14. Bae ; 

aaa which ates ien the root Va=to move is here moving vital force in the 
form of Prana. So also with Apana-vayu anc. bit rest. 7; a AR 

i in Yaj where Prana is described as Svasa-nisyasa-ripa. | 

Nag eae in Yin T alovsthäna, 1—3). Suśruta, Cakradatta, Śva-samhitā, 

Jaana-samkalini-T antra 

Bhatta’s Comm., 1—45. 
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Prana nor is the breath expired Praga. Prana-vayu is the vital function 
by which the air is indrawn. 

Five subsidiary Vayus are also enumerated, concerned in the 
functions of belching, eyelid movement, hungering and thirsting, yawning 
and hiccup,’ the last of which is a tonic contraction or spasm whieh takes 
place if there is no corresponding expansion and may perhaps be also 
identified with the rigor mortis.? 

Besides these gross Vayus there are others, Yoga-Sastra speaking 
of forty-nine. 

The term Prana is used also in a general way as being speech;? 
vitality in the limps,* offspring, the principle of movement,® food,7 
and the Sun which is the material source of all earthly life.® 

The above-mentioned special vital functions have each a centre 
of operation which centres are commonly said to be, as regards the first 
five principal Vayus, in the throat (Udana), heart (Prana), navel (Samana), 
anus (Apana) and the whole body (Vyana). It is however a mistake to 
identify the seats of these vital forces with these gross physical bodily regions. 
What is thereby indicated are the five subtle centres or Cakras in the 
spinal column called Viguddha, Anahata, Manipira, Svadhisthana and 
Miladhara of which the Tattvas are “Ether”, “Air” “Fire,” “Water” 
and “Earth,” respectively these being names for various motions and 
densitics of matter.? Thus, in utterance, the physical throat is involved 
but the subtle vital centre is in the spine. The physical heart is merely a 
pumping machine, not directly concerned in breathing, though’ energy 
expanded in utterance may affect the cardiac movements. The navel 
has nothing to do with assimilation, the centre of which is at that portion 
of the spine which passes through the navel region. Apana is not in the 


1 Naga, Korma, Kykara, Devadatta, Dhanam} 
iga, I mjaya. To th d others. 
< i ites said not to leave the pooyaeen after death: On erp apparently it 
is called ukika Vayu (Raghava-Bhatta, Comm. on Sarada 1—15) as it remains in 
e body when all the other vital forces have abandoned it. 
Br.-Up., 1—3—97. 4 Ib. ae 5 Ib., 1\—4—17. 
= tah pranah; where it is said to be the third part 
a the other two being Fire (Agni) and Water ( Fal, three bei 
s . rs th D 
of cos Body in the Vaidya-Sastra. See also Munda O3. 124. Mate r 


Prana (Bahih prana, Zb., 3—8). 


- concerned with the sixth or mental Ajna Seep physical aes cis as AU 


“ eens 
Sense of the terms. See Op a ether” “air” are not to be 
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physical anus but in the Svadhisthana-Cakra in the lower part of the 
spinal column. Vyāna is said to be “in the whole body” in the sense that 
its operation is over the whole body, from its seat in the lowest spinal 
centre, the Mūlādhāra. The production of the Jiva is from this centre, 
though the process of reproduction namely semination is from the urethra 
governed by the Svadhisthana tract. 

The Tantras, on the Yoga side, give the colours of the several vital 
forces observable by Yogic vision.2 These colours are (following the 
order of the Prapa-vdyus given) emerald (Prana), red like evening sun 
(Apana), milky (Samana), white like Dhatura flower (Vyana), colour of 
fire and lightning (Udand).3 

It has been observed that the Yoga-Sastra speaks of forty-nine Vayus. 
The Six Cakras are seats of the Letters and Tattvas or Principles of Mind 
and Matter. The sixth is the subtle psychic centre, and the remaining 
are subtle centres of physical function. It is clear that the first is more 
subtle than the remaining five. It.is also clear that these five are less and 
less subtle between themselves as descent is made from the fifth to the 
first centre or Cakra, for they are the seats of Akaga, Vayu, Agni, Ap 
and Prthivi, the five forms of movement which go to make up sensible 
matter perccived by the five senses. Each of these is more material or 
gross than that which preceded it. This greater materialisation as we 
descend is due to the increase of Tamas or Mass. The pulse of movement 
slows with each increase of Mass and thus the highest number of vibrations 
is in the highest centre and these gradually decrease until the last or “Earth” 
centre is reached. In each of these centres there are certain letters, 50 
in number if we include Ksa, in the Ajñā or psychical centre, or 49 if we 
exclude Ksa as being a letter compounded of two other letters (Ka and 
Sa) appearing in the subsequent series. The letters are themselves each 
forms of movement of varying intensity or rate of vibration of which we 
become sensible by reason of the Dhvant or Sound which is their revealer. 
Thus Dhvani is not the letter but its revealer‘ and is caused by the contact 


TAs regards the minor Vayus, Naga, Kirma, Kykara, Devadatta, Dhanamijaya, 
their pice given in Raghava-bhatta, Comm. to vv. 44, 45 of Ch. 1 Sarada tilaka. 
2'Yoga-drsti. Prana-Tattva is in Vedanta derived collectively from the Rajas or 
activity aspect of the Tanmatras or infra-sensible “matter” one of'such Tanmatras being 
colour and form. All Tanmitras except the first two are with form (Mirta). Prana isa 


Bem oleae subsidiary Vayus are dark cloud (Naga), collyrium black (Kirma), 


scarlet like the China rose (Krkara) white like crystal (Devadatta), white like Dhatira £ 


flower (Dhanamjaya). 
4 se The Garland of Letters. 
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of the vocal organs and the surrounding air producing soundwaves in it, 
The letter (Varna) itself is eternal! movement, which is known as “the 
sound which is not produced by the striking of things together” 
(Anahata-Sabda), and which is revealed as gross sound to the gross ear 
through Divani. The vibrations of the letters are the same as those of the 
Tattva of the centre in which they are—in fact the letter is the movement 
of the Tattva manifested to the Ear as Letter (Varna). For this reason, 
when on a proper? initiation, a Mantra is given, if the disciple is on 
examination, found to be constituted in such a way that any Tattva is 
in excess or deficient, then the Mantra of that Tattva is given to him 
with the instruction to repeat it, if in excess with the outbreathing 
(Ucchodsa), when so much of the Tattva is ejected or if in deficiency with 
the inbreathing (Svasa), when so much of the Tativa is injected, a practice 
which procecds on the lines that the Tattva and its Mantra are one and 
the same.’ The object is to obtain an equipoise, as near as may be, of the 
Tattvas which are variously predominant in various bodies. At the same 
time Prāņāyāma regulates the psychic movements (Vriti), for breathing 
and thinking-movements synchronise. The letters are distributed as 
follows, 2 (consonants), 16 (vowels), 12, 10, 6, 4 consonants in each of 
the Cakras respectively. After the first psychic centre the order of the 
five Pranas, relative to the Cakras, are, as stated, Udana in the second, 
Praga in the third, Samana in the fourth, Apana in the fifth, and Vydna in 
the lowest or sixth. From this it follows that Vyana should be (as is in fact 
the case) the grossest of the five Vayus, and Udana which is called the 
Supreme Vayu is the most subtle, after of course the vibrations of the 
psychic centre which are more subtle than any of the vibrations and 
movements of physical functions. That these centres govern and regulate 
pe vital functions assigned to them is obvious from the scheme. A matter 
lowever which requires enquiry is the answer to the query what is the 
significance of the number of the letters in each Cakra relative to the 
Nip sae governed by it. It will be observed that starting from the 
the number of letters increases 2, 4, 2, 4. To perfect the above 
rum this and other similar cases “eternal” means during the life period of each cosmic 
ystem; these being infinite it is ring the life period of cach | 
oy of the particular eran ae te es oey em 
. -Apparently many, if not most, 


_ *gnorance and apathy of both Guru Ay fees STN ney GHG 


3 The Bija- . 3 
this the Sunt ntra ends with the Anuévara breathing or the letter Ma (M) as m 


of letters, the Tattvas or Principles, are considered to be in equipoise- 
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scheme it would apparently have to be shown that Vana had four forms 
of movement, manifested collectively or separately, in the functions 
assigned to it; Apdna had six and so on. There are thus 49 forms of vibra- 
tion in which Vital Force exhibits itself and the Letters are Life-forces 
revealed to us by gross sound. In short the “Garland of Letters” represents 
all the Forces which go to the making of the universe made known to 
us as Dhvani, just as they are manifest to us in other ways through other 
senses. The above account will also explain why there can be such a 
thing as medical and spiritual treatment, by sound and Mantra. We 
treat disease by touch, as in massage, and medication through the skin; 
through the eye by colour,' by the tongue through medicine placed on 
it and gross drugging; by the nose through chloroform inhalation and 
olfaction generally. The influence of harmonious sound as Music is in- 
variably acknowledged. In the Yoga-Sastra lettered sound is operative 
alsos since it stands for a movement which exists also in the constitution 
of the person sought to be affected thereby. Akasa is operative in Mantric 
treatment, Vayu in electric treatment, Tejas in that by radium heat and 
light, Ap in Hydropathy, and Prihivt in drugging with solids and liquids. 
This last is the grossest form of medical treatment. How gross and unnatural 
then is the modern treatment (if it be in fact such) by injection into the 
body of vaccines, serum, colloid preparations and the like? 

The appended diagram will more clearly explain the matters 
described in the Text. The spiraline coil which gradually contracts, 
as matter becomes more and more gross, is Kundalini-Sakti. 


Aja centre (external) Ha — |Ksa Psychic function or 
renter cyebrows) Antahkarana-vrtti 
Viguddha-cakra (throat) 16 vowels Udana form of vital force 
(Utterance) 
Anahata-cakra (heart) 12 consonants | Prana form of vital force 
(Injection) 
ipūra-cakra 10 consonants |Samana form of vital 
meats force (Assimilation) 
i 6 consonants | A) form of vital force 
Svein on P Ejection) 
aladha 4 consonants | Vyana form of vital force 
beg pee = Distribution) 


t 
1 The colour treatment has been tried for several diseases and the 
colours on the mind is well-known. 


effect of various 
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The Ayurveda and other medical Sastras trcat of three Forces in 
the organism called Vata or Vayu, Pitta, Kapha, usually translated as 
“Air,” “Bile” and “Phlegm” over which some merriment is made, as 
over so many other things by the non-understanding. The gross or physical 
body is composed of five forces and the forms of material substance which 
they constitute. The first of these five is Akaéa or Ether, though the former 
term is not to be altogether identified as is sometimes done with the Western 
physical Ether. For the moment! it may be defined as the continuum 
in which the plurality of individual centres move. The last is Prthivi 
which is literally translated “Earth” but really means any matter in solid 
state. Ayurveda does not deal in this connection with Ether but with 
the centres which are interpenctrated by it, nor does it deal separately 
with Prthivi because, for its practical purposes, it regards both liquids 
and solids as solids. The remaining three are first Vayu which is translated 
“Air”. Many are under the error of supposing that the air we breathe 
is Vayu. Air is composed of oxygen, nitrogen, carbon dioxide, vapour 
and various other things. It is not a gas or a chemical compound, but a 
mechanical combination of various gases and floating matter in mechanical 
combination. It cannot be accurately defined, for the nature of air, in 
this sense, varies at different places. It is not the same in a town as in the 
country, nor in the country as at the seaside, nor in a valley as on a 
mountain height. Vayu is not air but the menstruum in which air, the 
mechanical combination, exists and by which it is held together. Vayu 
comes from the root Vā which means “to move” and is, in its primary 
sense, motivity.- Possibly as a substance constituted by such motivity 
es coer fluid just as Akasa or Vyoma may in the gross plane 

In the body it is exhibitcd as nerve force and as also any kind of 
electro-motor or molecular force and is in fact the power whereby the 
ofher p pubis of the body move. For without it they are said to be 

cripples : In short it is as Śuśruta Says the force which sets the whole 
o EERDE It is the principal factor which determines the 
is classifi ed aon era ae a E me living Body. sachs iV Ayg 
ee e Ee orice, Apana and the xat abays 
ons of cach. The other two principles are 

aa Saati none Mae” hae St) 


; ficasira-Tantra, Vol. 3. trik Texts 
and the English translation of Suéruta Samhita by Kaviraja’ Ranjatile Bhisagratna. 
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Pitta which literally means Bile and Kapha which literally means Phlegm. 
But these are not either, except under those conditions in which they 
are transformed into Malas or fit to be ejected; but they are not Bile and 
Phlegm in those planes of their functions which determine the genesis, 
growth and continuance of the organism as well as its death, decay, and 
disintegration. 

The function of Pitta or Agni (Fire) is, amongst others, metabolism 


and the bodily heat which is the product of the latter. One of its important 


functions is digestion, metaplasia, and assimilation. There are said to be 
5 chief “Fires”! in the body each again of four subdivisions? as in the 
case of the next Principle or Slesma. Kapha or Śleşmā which is similarly 
divided is Apa, that is, the moisture principle. The watery principle keeps 
in check the last. The equipoise of these principles is essential to health. 
If Heat (Pitta) predominates the body dries up, if Moisture (Kapha) 
predpminates heat is extinguished and if Motivity predominates there 
is irregularity everywhere. These three principles embrace the whole 
sphere of organic existence. These three principles are called Doşas? 
and Dusya is that which is affected.4 All Life as movement arises under 
conditions of heat and moisture which as the manifestation of Divinity 
are the objects of worship in the Vedas. 

There is as yet no general agreement on the fundamental problem 
of the nature of Instinct. Instinctive behaviour has been defined by Dr. 
Lloyd Morgan as that which is, on its first occurrence, independent of 
prior experience, which tends to the well-being of the individual and 
preservation of the race, and which is similarly performed by all the 
members of the same group of animals, and which may be subject to 
modification under the guidance of experience. Instinct is also not 


uncommonly described as race-habit. Instinct is an organised expression 


of what goes on in the unconscious. It is, however, now thought that 


animals are not altogether perfect in their instinctive functioning. Instinct 
is a Samskāra or tendency and aptitude manifesting as vital Power in 
Prana. On its first occurrence in any individual it is independent of prior 
experience as had in that particular form, but it does not actually then 


1 i . O 

1 Sce bid. pitta which is digestive heat is divided into one digeeiyo fire of the 
mouth, two digestive fires in the Stomach PAAY peptic and h; oric acid and two 
i intesti ncreati ile secretions. Eo 
F a Literally na ei of the diseases to which their disharmony bate > 
4 Scc Prapaficasara 15, namely, the Dhatus or substances, skin, blood, fat, etc. 
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commence but is a tendency, now latent now patent, in the whole series 
of evolution to which the individual displaying instinct belongs. The 
behaviour of inorganic matter is apparently fixed and calculable and 
scems mechanical. This fixedness of behaviour though less rigid appears 
in living substance as instinct. But not only is there a relatively greater 
freedom but the instinct may become modified and from out of this basis 
of instinctive action, self-consciousness and self-directed movement arise. 
Heat, light and moisture are the generating conditions of all life 
evolved by the life-giving principle. It is heat and moisture diffused 
throughout nature which fosters life in all its forms. This Heat and Moisture, 
like alt else, exist in gross, subtle and causal forms. Agni, Varuna and 
Soma are with others, names of the One—“That which is one wise call 
it by various names.”! When then it is said in Veda? that in the beginning 
there was the Causal Water in which the One developed by the power 
of, or out of, Tapas and Desire? reference is not made to material Heat 
but to that intensive creative brooding thought and will which projects 
the universe, in which one of its gross transformations is material Heat 
in many forms, some subtle, some gross. Fire is seen in the heavenly bodies, 
flaming masses of molten viscous or earthy matter, in lightning which 
liberates a kind of light and heats latent in the aqueous particles and 
vapours’ just as the ordinary domestic and sacrificial fires liberates it 
from wood or fucl.s Fire is stored up in the igneous rocks and exists as 
the various stores of animal heat. There are thus said to be ten Agnis 
or fires in the body.7 In short heat, light, moisture as everything else 
which is manifested are various modes of the motion or activity of the 
supreme source of all such activities or Power. For the Vedantists resolve 
all activity, physical, vital, and psychical into modes of subtle cosmic 
motion, It is not however the heat or moisture which directly and alone 
generates life. They are merely the conditions under which Supreme 
Power as Prana-Sakti manifests itself That Supreme Power is manifested. 


3 Kama that is Ichcha or creative will 2X. 129. 
5 j je“ 5 rai 4T 
6 Tea Son of the Water”. The lightning flashes from the selestial cloud-ocean. 


i i (Indhana) is not pure Tejas for there is chemical union 
a ren Sar on by energy when the light linet particles latent therein 
energy which, giver hey not that the fire which is seen is there unseen but the poten 

P hres Eya seed ee manifests as the seen fire. pañ 

k and seven in the Dusyas (sce Introd. Prapafi- 
Rafijaka, Sadhaka, ABA ae Ed., by A. Avalon). Piva ee viz. Pacaka, 
Tarpaka, Avalambaka. -Jaka as also Kapha, viz., Slesmaka, Kledaka, Bodhaka, 
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Whilst all manifestation is movement, whilst all manifestation is a trans- 
formation of one and the same material Cause, yet differing names are 
given to the differing manifested forms. These denote the functioning 
or Power. It is that Power which manifests as both organised and 
unorganised matter but the organisation of it is not by matter but by 
and as the Power Itself in Its aspect as the organiser of matter, to be the 
receptacle of all the grades of life. What then are these grades? 

Given the fact that all beings and things have thcir origin in onc 
and the same material cause of which they are transformations, it 
necessarily follows that all things are essentially and ultimately onc. They 
are one as to the general Encrgy-Substance (Sakti) of which they are 
manifestations, which Energy-Substance is active to reveal the static Reality 
as Mind ‘or to obscure it as Matter. But this Energy or Power has various 
modes. These are the varied forms of it, displaying the gencric and specific 
qualitics of things. The qualities of things are modes of Powcr (Sakti) 
acting in these collocations. These forms appear according to an order 
or law of succession under conditions of causality, space, time and mode 
and hence in the world all effects do not manifest themselves at once. 
So-called inorganic matter and organic matter as vegetable or animal 
organisms! however differing as forms are thus essentially and ultimately 
one—in respect of their Substance-Energy. Metaphysical continuity 
is indicated in the graded continuity of forms. At each stage of 
evolution there is a going forth (Prasara) of Power (Sakti) which stores 
up its Energy in some relatively stable form. There is then another push 
of Power to form a fresh equilibrium, These points of relatively stable 
equilibrium constitute stages in the evolutionary process. The redistribution 
of mass and energy which occurs at each of such stages constitutes the 
various forms of chemical, vegetable and animal species. There is no 
matterless mind nor mindless matter. The question is whether (the Cause, 
being transformed into inorganic matter), the power to organise the 
latter so as to display the phenomena of life comes directly from the 


either vegetable (Sthāvara or Acara-Bhiita or immovables) 


1 Organic compounds are 3 
or animad (Asthävara or Cara or Jangama Bhita). Both are compounded of the five 


fi of sensible matter (Bhiita) in greater or less proportions. 
Se See Seal Op. cit. 17, 55, is the Samkhya, citing. Patanjala Sie and M ed 
Bhasya. So it is said: Jalabhūmyoh parināmikam rasādivaiśvarūpam § aeni re mae 
Tatha sthavaranam jagamcgun jangamanam sthavaresu (the evolved propert 


J r 
and the like are seen Ja immovables that is vegetables. An these ree or hrern ž 


or vegetables are secn in animals and these properties of ani. 
that is immovables.). 
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inherent power of the effect as such, or must be attributed to the Cause 
as a special form of functioning which is Prana or the Life Principle. 
All change is transformation of Energy duc to collocations of the threefold 
tendencies of the material cause in its varied products. The potential 
energies of infra-sensible matter! are actualised as the five forms of gross 
sensible matter.2 The latter is a compound of the former and undergoes a 
change of state. From the five forms, compound substances are made 
and so the variety of all substances in the world is produced. These material 
substances go to the upbuilding of the bodies of all forms of organic life. 
These show vital phenomena of birth, assimilation of food, growth, death, 
sentiency, waking and sleep, health, disease, reproduction, response and 
movement within limits.3 Plants* have a sort of dormant or latent 
consciousness and are capable of pleasure and pain.’ Cakrapani in the 
Bhanumati speaks of such consciousness as being of a stupified sort, that 
is darkened or comatose;¢ as also Udyāna who speaks of their very dull 
dormant consciousness.’ In a well-known passage from the Santiparva 
of the Mahabharata, it is said that plants have a (rudimentary) sense 
of hearing, touch, sight, smell and tastes They feel pleasure and pain 
and when cut down they die. “Therefore (it is said) I see Jiva, that is 
living organism, in it. There is no unconsciousness there.”9 

The next evolutionary stage (however brought about) is the lowest, 
lower, and then the higher forms of animal life and lastly man. The 
differences between plant and animal life have always been regarded 
by the Hindus as being-one not of kind but degree. 

Moisture and Heat are essential factors in the generation of all 
animated matter which is divided into four chief divisions of which the 
plant life is the first and lowest. It is born through moisture and heat! 

1 Tanmātra, 2 Bhŭta, 
3 Seal, 169 where some authorities are given. 


4 See as to Hindu ideas concerning plants and plant life, Seal Op. cit., 169. 
„3 Jb. Antah-sarhjfia bhavantycte sukhaduhkha-samanvizah (these have inner cons- 
or Vaas consisting of pleasure and pain), 
rkşastu  cetanavanto’pi tamafcannajna-nataya śāstropadeśavişayā eva. (Trees 
tronet possessed of consciousness by reason of their aa Bebe overspread by 
at are termed objets peng to Sastric teaching). 
timan itaya it i inner i 
The illustrations Bi araya sit i ( use vested with a low degree of consciousness). 
t is affect thunder; it dries up under the touch of heat; the creeper finds its 
way (adiis therefore Rot eyeless; it drinks through its root and knows whether water is 
eal hy sadila ere: ore tare: Various odours frec it from disease so that it bears flowers 


9 Jivam pasyami acaitanyam na vidyate. 
10Svedaja or Usmaja. “Heat” not “sweat” as some absurdly translate it. 
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and is called Udbhijja that is that which “picrces up” from the ground 
such as grasses, creepers and other plant forms. These spring from seeds. 
Life-potentiality is not merely contained in the secd but in the seed and 
environing conditions. The animal seed is developed in the egg or in the 
case of viviparous animals the mother’s body.. The mother’s body, in 
the case of the plant-seed, is the earth, subject to the play of air, warmth 
and moisture.! 

The next class is called Svedaja or Usmaja, moisture or heat-born. 
These conditions are common to plant life and the following forms of 
animal life. It was supposed by some of the ancients both in the East 
and West that there was a sort of spontaneous generation of the lowest 
forms of life from moist and heated inorganic matter such as rotten wood 
and excreta. Not improbably the reason for this was the minute character 
of the seed or germ and lack of knowledge as regards generation by fissure 
or geamation. The opinion however was also held that Svedaja animal 
must be included there under the oviparous or plant-seed class; the idea 
being that though vegetable organisms may pass off into animal there 
cannot be generation without seed,? or ovum, and inorganic matter 
without cither of these cannot give risc to animated matter in any form. 

The next division was the Andaja or oviparous animals and the 
highest and last the Jarayuja, the viviparous or placental. An ancient 
author’s* classification is based on the number of senses possessed by 
animals, such number determining its place in the serics. As none of the 
senses are wholly absent in any form of living matter, probably only well- 
developed and active senses were alonc intended: rudimentary or dormant 
senses being not reckoned. This classification has the advantage of 
distinguishing man from other mammalia which like him are viviparous 
by the former’s possession of five well-developed and active senses and 
all the mental operations based thercon. - 

The constituents of the physical body are called Dhātu, of which 
there are seven, namely, Chyle (Rasa) derived from food, Blood (Rakta) 


__ 1 Raghava-B earth is 
TRaghavaBhatta (Comm. on Sirada-Tilaka, 1.27) says that when the 
thus repared it gets a state of “secdness” (Bijatva). The secd is planted and watered 


D and continues to: 
and then the attains the root-stage (Mdlabhava) and then sprouts 


2 Bija. nd Samkara 
3 5 ses and U Prapathaka 6 Part 3 an a 3 
Coan ob Shea ine Sassifcavion iepa is on this basis of their Bija, that , 


2 Ti Unrate author of the Jaina work Tattvarthadhigama. Scal Op. cil., 188. 
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derived from chyle, Flesh (Mamsa) derived from blood, Fat (Meda) 
derived from flesh, Bone (Asthi) derived from fat, Marrow (Majja) derived 
from bone, Seed (Sukra) derived from marrow.! The seed of woman is 
called Stri-ukra and sometimes Sonita—which in this connection does 
not mean menstrual blood which is Artava. All this development takes 
place by metaplasm or conversion of one tissue into another. By heat 
the Chyle becomes Blood which is built up into Flesh, and also by a reverse 
process it becomes Fat with its interstices in which, by deposit of calcium 
salt, the bone is formed. Marrow is formed by the tunnelling of the bones 
of the tissue of which it is the essence. Semen (Sukra) is the essence again of 
marrow and the most elaborated of the Dhatus, which exists not merely 
in the testicles but is spread in subtle form throughout the whole body 
in the subtile channels known as the Surkravahini-Nadis, and is worked 
up into the gross form in which it is ejected in the genital organs.2 The 
tissues of the developed seed in the male (Sukra) and female (Strifukra) 
generate the child. Ojah is not one of the seven Dhatus but a substance 
which may be said to be the essence of all, which gives vitality to all and 
which “when it dies, man also wishes to die.” It gives glow to the body. 
The Devatas of these seven Dhatus are Dakini and others situated in the 
seven Cakras or centres.} 

Three principles are at work in the body namely Pitta, Kapha, 
Vata, the rendering of which as “Bile,” “Phlegm” and “Air” gives no 
idea of their meaning. They represent the principles of Heat (Tejas), 
Moisture (Ap) and Activity (Vata or Vayu) respectively. The first two, 
when in excess manifest abnormal states of Bile and Phlegm which are 
excretions (Mala) of substance of which the body is ridding itself. 

These three are called Dosas. Vata is classified into Prana, Apana 
and so forth above mentioned. All metabolic processes are called Pitta 
which has also five subdivisions according to functions and locations. 


1 In some cases Tvak (Skin), Roma (Hair), arc stated in lieu of, or in addition to, 
those above stated. Thus e in his commentary on the seventh Rk of Bhāva- 
mopented speaks of nine Dhatus, viz., those given in the Text and Roma and 
Bae extraordinary use to which some so-called “Tantriks” put semen is founded 
Sah cory that it is Soma which gives deathlessness in the physical body. 
wie akini nN RANI , Lakini, Kakini, Sakini, Hakini, Yakini, which according to the 
SE a ny ee eee 
n, fat, 3 c other Dhatus respectively situate in the Visu! ? 
Sar aa i a a Svadhisthina, Muladhara, Aja, Bhaasrava respectively. 
ria t eee Serpent Power) Dakini, Rakini, Kakini, Sakini are in 
adnära, » Svadhisthana, ta, Visuddha respectively, the other three being the 


- 
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Kapha or Slesmi is also of five kinds, the functions of which are to supply 
to the body its watery clement. Vayu, Pitta and Kapha are thus funda- 
mental principles of the human economy when, in virtue of their correlative 
and sustentative functions, they ensure an equipoise among the different 
vital physiological processes essential to its health; for disease is a lack of 
harmony and of completeness. Hence the word “hale” which means 
“whole”. When the equilibrium is disturbed, pathological conditions 
arise which form the esse of disease and then they are said to be transformed 
into Dosas or morbific diatheses. As excretions of Apāna Vayu thcy are 
called Malas. Thus Vayu, Pitta, Kapha are not “Air,” “Bile,” and 
“Phlegm” except under those circumstances in which they are transformed 
into Malas. They embrace both the biological and pathological principles 
of the organisms.! 

The whole body is intersected by channels or Nadis which are both 
gross, and visible as nerves and arteries, and also subtile and invisible 
to ordinary, but visible to yogic, vision. The “Eye of Food” is not the 
only one. Thus recent mention has been made? of the extra-ordinary 
capacity of a man to discern through the clothed body the existence of 
morbific growths in it. This is only an instance of the Siddhi of 
clairvoyance which it is claimed laid bare to the Yogis the numerous 
subtile channels though which the bodily Energy-Substance functions.3 

In the highest, man—evolution on the material plane ends. 
Evolution takes place through the Power of God which as material cause 
is always transforming Itself into higher forms in order that Spirit may 
be freed of the bonds of Mind and Matter in which It has involved Itself. 
This is the Eternal Rhythm of the Divine Mother as Substance-Energy. 
He who “sees,” that is, creates Otherness, resolves it into Herself again. 
That is His “Play” (Lila). Those who enter into the spirit of it and follow 
its laws gather the fruits of the world. It is given to man alone to recognise 
the Player, to unite himself with Her and thus to free himself from the 
fields of play which are the eternally recurrent universes. The Devotee 
(Bhakta) of the Mother as She is in Herself—seeks not Her limited forms, 
but Her own unbounded Self. It is not life in forms that he wants, though 
he knows them to be the Mother-Power, but the Life of all Lives which is 

` . 3. Tānui the 
m E Te at Btn, Ee 


old Western systems the Indian is a kind of “humoral” system. | z 
2 By Sir n Doyle in his “Wanderings ot a Spiritualist”, p. 137. 


3 See as to these Yoga-Nadi, The Serpent Power. 
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Her own Brahman-self, But there is also another form of Devotion, that 
is Devotion to Her as Form, as universe. Here too Siddhi of the so-called 
“lower form” is obtained when the form is recognised as Her form. For 
that recognition is itself strengthening of individual power. In Karma- 
yoga without attachment both ends and aims are served. 
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APPENDIX 
LIFE AND THE FIRST PRINCIPLES 
BY PROFESSOR PRAMATHANATHA MUKHYOPADHYAYA 


Like many other terms such as ‘Akasa’, ‘Jyotih, etc., the term ‘Prana’ is used in the 
Śruti to connote, in the ultimate sense, Brahman. The Vedanta discussing certain texts 
(see Vedanta, I 1. 23, I 1.28, etc.) from the Candogya and Kausitaki-brahmanr attempts 
to establish this. 

In fact, any Principle which exists and acts as adhisthana (ground) in relation to 
any bhitas (created things) is a manifestation of Brahman. 

Because the ground or Adhisthana is everywhere Brahman; the part is always 
grounded in the whole (Pirna), the particulars in the gencral. 

If, for example, X exists as the ground of the things A,B,C, then X, in so far as it is 
the ground, is a manifestation of Brahman which is the Ground Principle. 

Now, Prana even in the ordinary sense is the ground of the Indriyas. The Indriyes 
work so long as the Prana is there in the body; they cease to exist when Prana leaves the 
body. In Susupti again, the sense-capacitics are absorbed in the Prana; in Jagrat they 
reappear out of it again. “Yada vai purusah svapiti prapam tarhi vagapyeti prapam 
caksuh pranam manah prayam srotram; sa yada prabudhyate pranadevadhi punarja- 
yant iti.” 

Hence, Prana as the ground of the senses is a manifesation of the Ground Principle 
(i.e., Brahman). 

But Prana in the ordinary sense is not the ultimate ground—the Pirna itself. So 
that Brahman is spoken of as “‘Pranasya Pranah”—the Life of life. 

The matte: may be stated otherwise: 

The bodily functions including the sensc-functions represent a stress-system (or 
system of acting and reacting forces). ' 

Prana is the root or ground of such functions; because without it they all cease. 

Therefore, Prana is the radix of a particular stress-system. 

The radix of stress-system considered as a whole is Brahman (as Cit). 

Hence, Prana is an aspect or manifestation of the Ultimate Radix (i.¢., Brahman). 

The question, however, is this: 

How. does the ultimate Ground Principle become (or appear to become) an 
individualised or circumscribed Ground Principle? In other words, how does Pranasya 
Pranah appear as Prana? If we know the process and its stages, we know the mutual 

ch are all aspects of the Ultimate Principle. 


relations of Mind, Life and Matter whi í í 
To understand this, let us begin by analysing our world of experience (i.¢., Fact). 


World of experience= Cit involving Stress 


appear as a varied order of phenomena) =Cit (Sattva, Rajah, Tamah); S,R,T, being 
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the three partials into which stress can be decomposed. Now, what is the nature of Cit 
considered as Cidakaéa (Ether of Consciousness) ? 

On reflection on the nature cf this Ether of Consciousness, we find that it possesses 
three svariipa laksanas—viz., unity, wholeness and freedom: It is Eka; It is Pirna; It 
is Abadhita (i.¢., uncircumscribed, unrestricted). The whole Stress-system operates in this 
Ether. 

Though the Ether as Cit never really loses Its nature (anyathabhava), it appears, 
by reason of the operation of the Stress-system (ie., S, R, T) in it, to move or change. 
As for example, the akasa which is contained or circumscribed by a jar seems to move 
from one place to another when the jar itself is moved. i 

Since, however, the Stress-system is really one with the Cit Itself, we may say that 
the latter has two aspects, viz., static (Siva) and moving or kinetic (Sakti); that is, Cit 
is kinetic (Samkara, from the transcendental point of view, will say—seems to be kinetic) 
without ever ceasing to be static: Sakti must ever play on the breast of Siva. The relation 
stated is alogical. To speak of ‘aspects’ of what is an indivisible unity is pictorial thinking. 
We cannot however help this if we must think and speak at all about the unthinkable 
and unspeakable Fact. 

Let us consider the Motion-aspect. How can we state the Movement? Stress is 
resolved into three factors—S, R and T (Sattva, rajah, tamah). Movement of the Stress- 
system is its movement between the two limits, viz., S (manifestation) and T (veiling). 
That is, the Stress-system moves from maximum veiling to maximum manifestation (or 
minimum veiling), and vice versa. Manifestation of what?—Of the Essence. 

The movement is rhythmic. ` . 

The movement of the world as a whole is rhythmic (alternate srsti and laya); move- 
ment is rhythmic in the details also, e.g., hcavenly motions, scasons, ctc., motions in the 
living cells and organisms, motions in the atoms, and so on. 

To use a physical figure, the movement cannot be represented by a moving simple 
pendulum; it is rather spiraline, or coiling movement. 

Since it is rhythmic also, the Stress-system is alternately coiled and uncoiled. 

Movement, therefore, analysed gives us these two elements: : 

(1) A finitising process; (2) an uncoiling and. coiling process (vikāśa and laya). By 
the former we have in the world an hierarchy of samastis and vyastis (genera and specics) 
having at the one end Iśvara as the Summum Genus and at the other the “point charges” 
or Sakti-bindus which are the infima species. 

: On account of the existence of this hierarchy, we have a double set of world-derivates, 
viz.,—a Samayti principle and its vyasti mode, ¢.g., we have both Samasti manas.and 
vyasti manas; Samasti prāņa and vyasti prina. ‘Samasti’ does not mean ‘arithmetical 
sum total’, 

The’ two processes (finitising and coiling-uncoiling) are concurrent. 

Now, let us treat the latter process—Evolution-Involution. 

: Evidently the process is a resultant of two tendencies—viz.,association and dissociation.’ 

n the case where the former tendency preponderates, we have this fact—viz., a given 
eon A, more and more recedes from the centre X; this is uncoiling. Where the latter 

. tendency is in excess, we have A more and more nearing X; this is coiling. Where the 
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ratio of attraction to repulsion (Raga to Dvesa) is constant, we have simple rotation or 
revolution of A round X in a fixed orbit. Where the ratio is variable, we must have evidently 
cither the coiling or the uncoiling diagram traced by the moving point. The two tendencies 
are opposite samskdras; and thcir ratio is the adrs{a of the given point A in relation to X. 
In mathematical analysis we commonly regard the adrsta of a material body or 
particle (e.g., the earth or the moon in the solar system; the clectrons in the atomic system) 
as constant, because that assumption simplifies the data of calculation. But really a constant, 
unchanging adrsta is an abstraction, not fact. Adrsta being determined by the relative 
dispositions of S, R, T, must change, for it is the nature of these latter to always change. 
Hence, the simple rotatory motion of physics is an abstraction: it is obtained by limitation 
of the actual data. The carth, for example, is not exactly revolving round the sun, but 
moving in an eddying sort of motion. This eddying (coiling) movement may be clock- 
wise or anti-clockwise. When the former, the earth may be gradually drawn towards 
the central solar mass, and be ultimately merged in it. That will mean the Jaya of Prthivi 
(ie., of the planet). When the latter, the carth may be gradually receding from the solar 
mass, in which case again, after a certain critical stage has been reached, the earth may 
be dismembered from the solar system, and drift into'space. In both cases we have a 
criticalstage. Suppose the carth is eddying round and round towards the Sun; after a certain 
critical stage has been reached, it will cease to go round and round, but will be pulled to 
the centre and be merged in it; vide the career of a straw in an eddy in water. In eddying 
away from the centre there is also a critical stage, after which the body ceases to eddy, 
but flics off from the circuit. Orthodox Astronomy will now hardly accept this account 
of celestial motion, but it should be borne in mind that spiral nebulae have doubtless 
played a great part in cosmogenesis. Astronomy now regards the masses of the sun and 
the planets as being practically constant, so that, the gravitational stresses between them 
are supposed to maintain a permanent configuration; it also excludes all “extra-physical” 
forces as having anything to do with the working of the material order. But if we_at all 
admit the view of cosmic evolution and involution, we must hold (on á priori grounds 
at least, so long as experimental or observed facts are not forthcoming) that the stresses 
in the solar system (or any other system) do not maintain a permanent scheme of bodies; 
that the configuration of the planets, ctc., is but approximately and relatively fixed. 
The parrallel of the atomic system is instructive. Here Science already recognises 
that the system is only relatively stable; that the electrons (unit negative charges) stepping 
beyond a certain “critical speed” may be dissociated from the atom and flung away; 
this is evidenced by radio-activity amongst other phenomena. There is nothing to prevent 
us from imagining that an clectron moving round a central positive charge may not have 
an absolutely fixed orbit; that it too may either eddy towards or away from the central 
charge according to its adrsta; that in the former case, the electron, stepping beyond a 
critical rate of motion is dissociated with the result that the atom may be reconsituted 


(a different chemical substance may thereby be produced); and that in the latter case, 


i i d towards the central 
the clectron (negative charge) may, by curling round and roun ds the ce 

positive charge, be merged and unified with it (after a certain stage). This mingling of 
positive and negative charges means the “loss” or dissolution) of matter—matter lapses 
back into Ether of which it is a strained and polarised condition. This coiling motion 
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which we attribute to the clements of the “atom” is not unscientific, ¢.g., the vortex-motion 
theory of the prime atoms is still the most promising thcory of its kind. 

Besides the coiling-and-uncoiling movement, the important thing to note is the 
“critical stage”. An operation in Nature is commonly of a certain type within certajn 
limits, but beyond them it passes into another type. There is a critical temperature (32°F) 
at which water becomes ice; another (212°F) at which it becomes steam. In all physical 
operations we can recognise such critical stages which mark “new” transformations or 
appearances or directions. In vital and psychic phenomena also we have critical stages. 
Increased stimulation produces increased sensation (of a certain kind) up to a limit; 
beyond it, it produces either no sensation or sensation of a different kind. The Mutation 
Theory of the Origin of Species (by Hugo De Vries) holds that new species are born out 
of old species suddenly like “monstrosities”; implying that the motions in the germ-cell 
overstepping a certain critical value change the character of the germ-cell itself and thus 
produce a new species, just as under similar conditions a new atom may be evolved out 
of a given atom (e.g., in radioactivity). 

There is a further important thing to observe. In the operations of Nature, a new 
Principle of Control is introduced after each critical stage. When for cxample at 32°F 
water is transformed into ice, “something” appears amidst the molecules of H2O to bring 
about their new shuffling or configuration; when again the germ-cell of the “‘anthropoid 
ape” “mutates” into the anthropic germ-cell, a new Principle of Control appears which 
develops it, physically and mentally, into a man rather than into an ape which is the 
starting datum. I need not take further illustrations, but simply note that the new Principle 
of Control is a new disposition of Power (Sakti) by which an old Form is transformed 
into a new; when for example, by changing the “atomic number” the modern chemist 
hopes that he will be able to transmute a “base metal” (say mercury) into gold, he is 
searching after a new Principle of Control. Behind every stable special “form” in Nature 
there must be a special Principle of Control: a Principle of Control evolves and maintains 
a special ripa and nama in the Spiritual Ether which is in itself without rapa and nama. 
In the Veda we call cach definite Principle of Control (in the sense of a Form of Citéakti) 
a Devata. Thus, all the special sense-capacities have their Devatas. The sabdic means 
whereby a special Principle of Control may be introduced (or invoked), is Mantra. The 
Visual representation or optical diagram of the actual disposition of stress (Power) which 
constitutes a given Principle of Control, is its Yantra. And the Kriya in general (including 
Mantra and Yantra) whereby a Principle of Control may be brought about or called 
into play, is Tantra, Kriya here means ‘functioning’, whether in the body or in the mind. 
a = Serie in home we produce fire by the mutual friction of drani, we are 
Sco eee ia arin the understanding of the world-process the following 
Telk a a finitising process—differentiating and then integrating, and then differen- 

(2) It is rhythmic—moving 
back (coiling and uncoiling). 

(3) In this process there are certain critical stages at which new forms are evolved. 


from maximum veiling to maximum manifestation and 
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(4) At each critical stage there appears a new Principle of Control. 

(5) A Principle of Control is the builder and sustainer of a new form. 

(6) Since the world-process runs on Samasti and Vyasti lines, we must have a graded 
series (hierarchy) of critical stages and Principles of Control on both the lines. 

(7) A critical stage represents a “plane” in Nature; a devata has his adhikara corres- 
ponding to a given plane. Suppose we take three planes in descending order—A, B, C. 
Then, the Principle of Control corresponding to A, has adhikāra not only over A, but 
also over B and G; that of B, has adhikara (jurisdiction or competence) over B and G; 
that of C over C alone. Gf. the relations of Isvara, Hirapya-garbha and Virāt on the 
Sasnasti line. 

(8) A Principle of Control on a given plane in the Samasti line has control over the 
Vyasti Principle of Control on the same plane. 

These properties necessarily follow from the fundamental nature of Cit. Cit is Eka, 
Pūrņa and Abadhita (Svadhina). The less it is veiled, the more will this fundamental nature 
express itself. Now, veiling may involve this—the Whole is hidden and only a part displayed 
(finitisation) ; and the part displayed may be more or less obscured, e.g., the jagrat-mind 
of man is a Vyasti mind, but it is more articulate (vyakta) than his svapna-mind which 
in its turn is more articulate than his Susupti-mind. We have this principle: the higher 
the plane, and the less restricted the sphere, the more patent the essential nature of Cit. 
Therefore, the plane being the same, a Samasti Principle will have control over the Vyasti 
Principle (because the sphere of the latter is more restricted, so that there has been greater 
veiling); and the extent of sphere being the same, a Principle on a higher plane will have 
control over a Principle on a lower plane. Thus, Vyasti Prana will control Vyasti-deha; 
Vyasti-Manas, Vyasti-Prana. There may be also, in some cases, dual control or diarchy. 
For instance, my mind does not seem to have complete control over the whole working 
of Prana in my body; only a part of such working appears to be voluntary. In this case, 
remaining part (which secms to be involuntary) is under the control of the Samasti- 
Manas (or Generic Mind), which control, may after sadhana be transferred to the Vyasti- 
mind in proportion as the latter assimilates itself to the Cosmic-Mind by pushing back 
its limitations. 

Without further discussing the details we may note that the critical stages or planes 
are broadly fie—viz., the five kogas of the Sruti (Ananda-maya, Vijfianamaya, Manomaya, 
Pranamaya and Annamaya). They constitute a descending series of Controlling Agencies. 
The lower five cakras of the body as the seats of the five tattvas (ksiti, ap, tejah, marut, 
vyoma) illustrate this principle of higher and higher control. As we have pointed out, a 
higher Principle, because it is essentially Cit, will display to a greater degree the essential 
nature of Cit (unity, wholeness and freedom) than a lower one. Thus, Prana is more 
unitary, coherent and spontancous than matter which it controls. But even matter, peng 
essentially the same as Prana, cannot be wholly discrete, disorganised and berate 
(inert): itis only-approximately so. There must be a trace of unity, organisation and sponta- 
neity (freedom) even in the material atom. The fact that the atom is a “system” 1s sugges- 
tive of this. Physical science works by abs' 
really no “rigid” body in Nature satisfying the 
deals with Fact-sections and not with the Fact. 
and absolutely inert. 


traction or limitation of the data; Ega there is 
definition of it given by Dynamics. Science 
No matter-particle is therefore “dead” 
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Suppose we consider the mechanism of a matter-particle. It is like a Chinese puzzle- 
box—having various concentric sheaths. It Aas all the five košas. But in it all except 
the annamaya (gross) kośa are yet coiled up (i.e. involved, potential). Onc kośa alone 
is uncoiled (evolved, actual), and we have motions proper to this kog2. Physical Science 
deals with some of these motions (approximately), and we have the “dynamical theory” 
of matter. Ordinarily we have no suspicion of the four other kosas involved in the material 
atom, Now, suppose the motions in the outermost crust or kosa of matter reach a certain 
critical stage (by rcason of their adrsta or the assemblage of “subtle” stresses determining 
them, only some of which Physical Science can approximately compute); then, when this 
critical stage has been attained, the next inner kośa (i.e. Prana) which had hitherto becn 
coiled or involved, will “wake up” and begin to uncoil and evolve itself. The moment this 
happens, the so-called “dcad” corpuscle will begin to appcar as a living corpuscle: 
According to the principles explained before, a new Principle of Control, hitherto dormant 
(not absolutely dormant however) will appear on the scene. Its appearance will be 
marked by certain phenomena not clearly noticcable before—the vital phenomena. The 
living corpuscle will now scize upon the particles of C, H, N, O, build protoplasm, differen- 
tiate and integrate it in sundry ways, reproduce itsclf, and so on. In fact, by virtue of 
the uncoiling of the second kofa, a new set of motions manifests itself, which was unmanifest 
so long as ils plane or “scene” was folded up. So far as the play of forces is concerned, 
this question of “scene” is important; e.g., 1 have stored up in me the samskdras of 84 
lacs of births (i.e., kinds of birth) through which I have passed; but in my present human 
life, the scene is suitable for the play of only some of those countless samskaras and un- 
suitable for the Play of the rest. 

Ina similar way, the motions in the Pranic kośa, by virtue of their adrsta, may reach 
another stage at which the third or manasic koşa may cvolve itself. Here again a ncw 
Principle of Control is introduced. In the plants, the manasic koga, though given is 
undeveloped; so that the vital processes of the plant do not appear to be controlled by the 
samkalpa of the plant itself; impulses and instincts as mental activitics do not ‘clearly 
appear to govern plant-life. In the animals the mind-koéa uncoils itself; in the man and 
other higher beings, the Buddhi-kofa also. They are Lower Antah-karana and Higher 
Antah-karana respectively. 

It should be observed, however, that the critical stages or kofas ate not absolute 
boundarics in Nature. ; 


Like the colours in a rainbow, they give us but “working” and approximate 
boundaries, : 


; Nor is it correct to regard the kośas as absolutely “‘closed curves” without mutual 
influence. They do, and cannot but, influence one another. 

Nor again should we restrict the scope of the transformation of cnergy to particular 
kosas only; i.e., it should not be said that the cnergy in the material plane and that in the 
Pranic or Manasic plane do never transform into one another. The theory of the 
fundamental unity of Energy will not justify it, nor will facts warrant it, When, 
for cxample, the Candogya says that the food eaten gocs to build the mind, the water 
drunk to build the prāņa, it is not speaking quite in a figurative sense. The doctrine of 


Conservation of Energy (as an d posteriori generalisation) did not take into account the 
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vast magazines of energy now discovered in the atoms; the proof of the doctrine to-day 
is therefore far too difficult. We can hold the doctrine only by taking Energy as a whole 
in all its different forms (physical, pranic, mānasic, ctc.) We hold it then as an á priori 
principle. 

Suppose there is a material system consisting of the three atoms, A, B, C. Suppose 
also that the physical energy which they contain between them is 100. This amount 
excludes the vast energies which may be interned within the atoms themselves. 100 
represents only cxtra-atomic energy such as heat etc. Now, suppose by any means I am able 
to draw upon the energy which is contained within AorBor C. Since the stock is practically 
inexhaustible, I shall be able to do a vast deal of “wo ” by such intra-atomic energy; 
but I need not touch any part of the 100. This 100 still remains 100, though out of the 
given material system I am taking vast amounts of energy. Physical Science till lately 
knew only the 100; and stated its doctrine of transformation and conservation of energy 
on that basis. In fact, when we dive down to the Ether-elements themselves which compose 
matter, matter practically becomes dematerialised, and there material energy and vital 
energy may losc their “castes” or class-distinctions. 

The root of the whole matter is—To what extent does a given Form release or unveil 
the nature of the Spiritual Ether (Cit) of which it is a mode? 

We have seen that Matter as a Form of existence is more completely than any other a 
veiling and binding Form—though even in it we must have clear traces of unity, 
organisation and freedom, as Science by her discovery of atomic systems and the 
spontancous “evolution” of those systems is beginning to show. What it thus restrictedly 
manifests is the nature of the Immense (Brahman) and the Perfect (Pirga) in which 
everything is grounded. Life manifests or reveals the Ground more unreservedly; and 
it is a controlling Principle in relation to Matter inasmuch as it is a Form more expressive 
of the unity, wholeness and freedom of That of which it along with Matter is a Form. 
For the same reason, also, Mind and Spirit are still superior controlling Principles. But 
they are all grounded in the one Immense Whole. Hence all the Forms, though distinct 
in their respective spheres, point to a deeper, essential unity by reason of which their 
operations form one common, cosmic stress-system. They can have no absolute boundaries. 
Not only do they condition but they transform, as regards their “matter” and “energy”, 
inté one another. They are alike in all essential respects. To take only one example: 
As in the atom, we have the polarity of the static and the moving charge of electricity, 
so in the living body, the static coiled Prana-éakti at the Mialadhara exists (as the Tantra 
points out) relatively to the dynamic Prapa-sakti distributed over and working the bodily 
tissues.! ‘To those who see the All, there is no difference except formal When Life 
is materialised, or when Matter is vitalised, or when Spirit is materialised, or again when 
everything is spiritualised. 


RESTS R f 
1 Sce The Serpent Power where this matter is more fully explained. 
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Reference is made in the Text to some similarities and differences 
between European philosophical systems and the Vedanta. It may prove 
convenient however to summarise here some recent tendencies in Western 
psychology and their bearing upon Indian doctrines on'the same subject. 

The fundamental peculiarity of the Advaita Vedanta, and therefore 
of its Sakta form, is the distinction which it draws between Mind and 
Consciousness in the sense of Cit; a word for which there is no exact 
equivalent in any European language. I propose to deal with this term 
in a future volume but will meanwhile describe it as the Unchanging 
Principle of all Experience, and which is the common source and basis 
of both Mind and Matter. Cit is the infinite Whole (Pirpa) in which all 
that is finite, whether as Mind or Matter, is. This is the Supreme Infinite 
Experience, free of all finitization which is Pure Spirit as distinguished 
from Mind and Body. Finite experience is that which is had through Mind 
and Body, which are the products of the finitizing principle of Git which is 
called Supreme Power or Mahi-Sakti. Because of this the World is Power, 
being the manifestation as Mind and Matter of the Power which is the 
dynamic aspect of the Fundamental Reality or Cit as Sakti, or Supreme 
Consciousness-Power. Power being the principle of negation or finitization 
of Consciousness, its product or manisfestation as Mind and Matter is 
unconscious (Jada) for in so far and to the extent that anything is not 
Pure Consciousness (in the sense of Cit) it is unconsciousness or Acit. It 
is because Mind is a manifestation of a principle of unconsciousness that 
the Whole (Pirga) which is without section (Akhapda) or a -continuum 
as the Ether of Consciousness (Cidakdfa) is experienced by the individual 
centre or Jiva as the not-whole (Apna) and as a section (Khanda). This 
is pragmatic or conventional (Vyavaharika) experience as contrasted with 
the transcendental (Paramarthika) experience or Experience-Whole. 

The existence of a supreme unitary experience is not a matter with 
which Western psychology is concerned, though in metaphysics there 
have been Monistic Systems. According to Vedanta however the question 
whether Git is a fact or not, is not a subject of 
of actual experience as the Samadhi of perfected Yoga. 
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I may note, however, here some tendencies or conclusions which 
favour the Vedantic view. 

As the reduction of Matter to guasi-material Ether and that of Energy 
to Stress in Ether is going on in Science, we notice a marked tendency 
in psychology (as in Herbert Spencer, Wundt, Ladd, etc.) to regard the 
common basis of Mind and Matter (psychosis and neurosis) as spiritual 
rather than material. 

As above stated, the common basis in Indian doctrine (by which 
I mean that here dealt with) is spiritual, that is Cit, the Ether of 
Consciousness (Cidakafa) from which Mind and Matter issue and in which 
they are. “Ether of Consciousness” (Cidakafa) does not of course mean 
that Cit is Ether but that Cit is, like the physical Ether, in being an all- 
pervading Continuum in which all things are and which penctrates all 
things. In Vedanta, Mind and Matter spring from one source (Git) and 
exist in parallelism, the one having the same reality as and being the co- 
essential of the other. 

It is now commonly held that there is both an Unconscious and 
Conscious Mind. The first is described by Freud as consisting of all that 
realm of the Ego which is unknown and cannot be spontaneously recalled 
by the subject and which is made manifest, and then often in a disguised 
form only, in special psychic conditions such as dreams and trances and 
can be evoked only by special methods. ‘It is now recognised that a large 
part of our psychic life remains and operates in the Unconscious so that 
we are perforce unaware of it. Conscious Mind consists of that part of 
our psychic life of which we are aware. Unconscious and Conscious 
Mind are but two aspects of the one Entity, the Psyche. It has been said 
(Bow “Psycho-analysis””) that the term “unconscious” is open to certain 
objections. Since we can only be aware of anything by means of 
Consciousness nothing that we are aware of can be in any realm but that 
of the Conscious: hence the term “Unconscious Mind” becomes mean- 
ingless. That is so in this theory, but not in Vedanta to which it makes 
some approximation. This approximation consists in the admission. that 
Mind can be unconscious though it is added that it is also in another 
aspect conscious. The Vedanta and Samkhya say that Mind, as such, 
1s always an unconscious force and operation. It derives its appearance 
of being conscious because of its association with the Conscious Principle 


: or Cit, It finitises Cit for the individual consciousness. What is called 


in the West “unconscious mind’ is that state in which Mind ever 
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associated with Consciousness, is yet not in the field of awareness owing 
to the density of the veiling principle of Tamas. In this realm of the Western 
Unconscious Mind are all the Samskaras or tendencies acquired in the 
course of the life-history of the individual of which he becomes aware 
if and when the density of the veil is lessened. 

According to Samkhya-yoga a Samskara is a sub-conscious or subliminal 
(Siaksmaripa) continuation of what was once a conscious activity (Vyapara) 
whether cognitive, affective or conative. A conscious activity when gone 
through does not absolutely end there: It simply passes into a potential 
and hidden (Avyakta and Siksma) condition below the threshold of 
consciousness. It goes on ad infnitum more and more below the level of 
the ordinary consciousness. This for pragmatic reasons lights up only 
between certain limits. Stimuli and brain excitements of certain degrces 
of intensity only evoke response. But the activities do not leave when 
pragmatic consciousness fails to notice them. Thcy go on. 

Thus the course of any activity (Vjapara) in mental life displays 
itself when above the threshold of consciousness as conscious activity 
and when it sinks below the threshold it is called a Samskdra or tendency 
or potential due to unconscious mental operations. But each term, whether 
tendency or potential, implies Prati-bandhaka or constraint for why should 
it be tendency or potential only unless some influence keeps it down? 
It requires to be released from restraint to come up again which release 
takes place through a stimulus (Udbodhaka Vyaijaka). If mental activity 
be regarded as a form of Parispanda or vibration in the Mind-stuff, the 
motion docs not cease when it becomes hidden (Azyakia) to consciousness. 
It still continues, though not with sufficient intensity to evoke conscious 
easily understandable that the more recent the impression 


may be, the easier is its recall. Some forms of Western psychology at any 
rate now recognise that Mind may be unconscious. It will gain further 
peration as unconscious, deriving 


consistency by regarding all mental o a 1sC eriv 
its apparent consciousness from association with the Spiritual Principle 
which is the one and only illuminator. Though psycho-physical parallelism 


(i.e., between. psychosis and neurosis) is maintained, the tenet less 
to-day to regard consciousness as merely a function of the brain. ae 
many now think that there is a consciousness wider za deeper an 
cercbral consciousness. Thus the possibility of tejective” consciousness, 
disembodied consciousness, ¢tc-, is beginning 
many. 


response. Itis 
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The present tendency is to regard the “subliminal consciousness” 
as constituting the most important and active part of our mental life. 
Thus the “threshold of consciousness” is only a pragmatic limit and not 
an absolute boundary of consciousness. According to Vedanta, 
Consciousness per se, that is in the sense of Cit is boundless. The individual 
is a centre in that boundlessness whose limits are determined by the 
combination of Mind and Matter which constitutes it as such individual. 
The individual again is aware of certain mental functioning in himself 
and the greater portion at any moment exists as Samskdras not present to 
consciousness. 

Again the continuity of Animal Mind and Human Mind (in point 
of development), and the possibility of the latter’s further development 
into Super-consciousness are now recognised. In fact, the relations of 
normal, abnormal and subnormal mental lives are now more correctly 
understood. The study of these different species of Mind (genius, lunacy, 
childhood, criminality, hypnosis, trance, etc.,) is perhaps leading to the 
recognition of a Generic Mind (Hiranyagarbha) which is in different 
modes of manifestation. Using Consciousness in its popular sense there 
is sub-consciousness, consciousness and super-consciousness or Yoga cons- 
ciousness. Super-mind is Brahman. Further, Mind can no longer be 
treated in water-tight compartments. 

The “atomistic” view of sensations, etc., which go to make up complex 
perceptions, etc., is now discarded. Mental life is now recognised as a 
continuum. The distinct perceptions, ideas, etc., are only the pragmatic 
“fact-sections” of the undivided whole of experience. (W. James, Ward 
and others.) 

Psychology again, on the whole, demonstrates the unity and continuity 
of all mental life. Psychic life is a continuity in the sense that at any given 
moment it is detcrmined by all that has previously happened and is 
happening. This is well established Indian Doctrine. The whole doctrine 
of Karma and Samskara is based on this continuity. Mental Life is again 
onc. Thus “Faculties” cannot now be treated as quite separate. Instinct, 
Intelligence, Reason, ctc., arc now treated from a more organic point 
of ew The ‘departmental view of Mind is out of date. The division 
ae meen has a practical use as had in the Indian system the 

assification of the Tattvas which constitute the Antahkarana. But though 


ae working of Mind shows various aspects the Antahkarana is at base 
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The Cartesian dualism of Mind and Matter (with no possibility 
of interaction) is commonly discarded in Modern Psychology which tends 
more and more to regard them not as merely “parallel aspects” but as 
co-essentials. I have dealt with the subjcct of intcr-action in the Text. 
The Cartesian position which denied to the finite Mind any effective 
control over Matter and which was developed by many nineteenth century 
physiologists into this position, namely that Man is an “automaton” 
(Huxlcy), his consciousness and will having no real control over his brain 
and nervous system, but only recording and registering what may be 
going on in the brain, etc., as the result of physico-chemical changes— 
this position, is now being stcadily given up. The Causal efficacy of 
consciousness is now recognised as in Vedanta. The distinction of Primary 
and Secondary qualitics in sense-perception is disappearing. Either all 
of them arc actually in the Thing or none of them are actually in the 
Thing. One of the latest developments (viz., Neo-Realism) tends to place 
all of them in the Thing, as the Vedanta does. This subject I have developed 
in the earlier scction of this volume (‘Reality’). 

The Mind at the time of birth is not a tabula rasa, but a storc-house 
of tendencies and pre-dispositions. This is a common position now. This 
is also the Vcdantic position according to which Man is born with his 
inherent Samskaras. 3 

Emphasis has rightly been laid on the pragmatic view of Reality. 
Thus Western Psychology is coming to recognise three orders of Reality 
(a) Transcendental, i.e what cxists independent of this particular 
experience; (b) Pragmatic, i.e., what is useful to us and serves a practical 
purpose (Vyavaharika); and (c) Phenomenal or Apparent. 

Next, what is called “The New Psychology” in the West (cf. E. Boirac’s 
“Psychology of the Future,” and “Our Hidden Forces”) is establishing Mind 
as a Force, capable of energising in uncommon ways, and hence ushering 
in the Philosophy and Practice of so called “occult powers” and Yoga. 

Lastly the fundamental Cosmic Impulse to evolutionary movement 
is not to-day blind physical “force”, but modern thought tends to regard. 
it more and morc as a spiritual stress. Thus the elan vital (Vital Impetus) 
of Prof. Henri Bergson is neither physical force nor vital force in the 
ordinary biological sense; itis something more fundamental. This Impetus 
isa f Creative Evolution. - 3 

t the! back a os opens up an exposition of the whole Sakta Doctrine. 
According to this teaching the Universe is a Dynamism—an expression 
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(and therefore necessarily finite) of Sakti and an infinite reservoir of Power 
or Sakti. It is Auto-dynamic as such expression of Power. The ultimate 
Reality has two aspects—one static (Cit) and the other Kinetic or Sakti 
which is both Cit Sakti that is efficient cause as Supreme Will and Maya- 
Sakti or instrumental and material (Upadana) Cause. Before the manifesta- 
tion of the Universe, Cit and its Power or Sakti were as one. Power was 
the mere potency of a future Universe. This general potency, or tendency 
holds within itself all the particular tendencies or Samskdras which are 
both the product and the producers of Karma. The impulse to manifestation 
is the display of Supreme Will which arises on the “ripening” of those 
tendencies towards manifestation. The Ultimate Reality which is Pure 
Consciousness or Spirit—thus vests itself from out its Power with a 
psychical and a physical body which is the Universe consisting of the 
totality of the individual Minds and Bodies in which the Source of all 
Power is immanent. The whole machinery of Prakrti in the Samkhya 
is automatic and Sakti is sclf-acting both as to the original creative impulse 
as also as regards all in which this impulse manifests. 


Calcutta J.W. 
20th July, 1922 
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POWER AS MIND 


(Manasi-Sakti) 
1 


This subject resolves itself into a consideration of the nature of “Mind” 
as contrasted with Matter and their relation to one another. 

The fundamental difference between Western and Eastern psy- 
chology is that the former does not, and the latter! does differentiate Mind 
from Consciousness. On the contrary Western psychology interprets Mind 
in terms of Consciousness, that is Consciousness is the distinctive character 
of Mind. Where Mind and Consciousness are used as equivalents the 
one of the other, ordinary experience is of course meant and not pure 
Cit or supreme unconditioned Consciousness. 

The Western “Mind” is something for which there is no adequate 
Sanskrit equivalent since the notions are different. When I speak of Mind 
in Vedanta I refer to what is explained later as the “Inner Instrument” 
(Anthkarana) as distinguished from the “outer instruments” (Bahyakarana) 
or senses on the one hand, and on the other hand from Consciousness 
of which both mind and senses are instruments. 

The term Mind bears a narrower as well as a wider meaning in the 
Sastras, Thus in the saying “from where speech together with mind (Manas) 
withdraws failing to reach” (referring to the Brahman) the word Manas 
(mind) is evidently used for the whole “Inner Instrument.” In strictly 
philosophical literature however, the term Manas is almost always used 
in a defined sense so that it cannot be translated into “Mind” as understood 
by Western psychologists. It is only then one function of the inner instru- 


Tatras eee S . P f all nein 
1In Samkhya and Vedanta. It is the unchanging principle of all experi 

mind and body which are its modes. Nyaya-Vaisesika, though distinguishing Mares 
the instrument and Atma as the substratum of Consciousness, does not recognise us 
Consciousness as Cit. Even the consciousness of its Iévara is not pure (Suddha) in 


sense of being Nirviécsa. It is Saviscza, with infinitely rich content. 
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ment. Indian “Mind”! is distinguished from Western Mind in this that 
the former as such is not Consciousness but a material force enveloping 
Consciousness, the two in association producing the Consciousness- 
unconsciousness of Western Mind. Pure Consciousness (Ci#) is not an‘ 
attribute of Mind. It is beyond Mind being independent of it. It is 
immanent in Mind and is the source of its illumination and apparent 
Consciousness.? 

In the older Western schools “Consciousness” was used in the more 
limited and personal sense of the mind’s direct cognisance of its own states 
and. processes; the perception of what passes in a man’s own mind. But 
it was later and is now used in a wider sense and the question is now raised 
whether Consciousness is co-extensive with mind. In this wider sense 
it is used, in gencral antithesis to Matter, to cover that phase of reality 
which does not permit of exclusive interpretation in terms of matter in 
motion, but allows or requires the hypothesis of something analogous 
to conscious process. It is further said that there may be even unconscious 
mental modification, in which case Consciousness is not co-cxtensive 
with mind. Here we have something, cither intelligence, feeling, or will, 
not in personal individual consciousness, without which however the 
flow of consciousness would not be what it is. The recognition by present- 
day psychologists of two forms of mental life, conscious and subconscious 
(sub-liminal) seems to contain the germs of the distinction, which India 
has always held, between Mind and Consciousness. This belief in two 
forms of mental life-—conscious and sub-conscious (sub-liminal) is held 
by many psychologists. 

This view is in consonance with Vedanta which calls the latent and 
sub-conscious a Samskara and adds a third, viz., Super-consciousness that 
is beyond ordinary consciousness, whether latent or patent, which is pure 
Git. In this view ordinary consciousness is latent or patent, below or above 
the threshold of ordinary experience, and pure Consciousness or Cit, 
though immanent, transcends both as the Supreme Experience (Samuid) 
in which the other two are held. As between Consciousness and Mind, 
Western psychology regards what Vedanta calls a condition‘ that is 

1 Western “Mind” i i i A ; it 
(Consumes) as a] R E ASE ee jas, si eee 

ess is of and in the condition, viz., Antahkaraya and not in that which secms to be 
oan viz., Cit. Manas which is sometimes translated ‘Mind? is only part of Antah- 


2 That is in Samkhya and Vedanta. 3 Baldwin Di i 
4 Upādhi, that is A AGE wn Dict., Sub-voc., Mind. 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


SOCOS 


_ POWER AS MIND 111 


mind,! as the more essential part, inasmuch as it holds that Consciousness 
may not be an inscparable property of the mind, many functions of which 
may lie in unconsciousness. Mind! is thus that of which consciousness 
is a separable condition—the opposite of the Vedantic view according 
to which Consciousness is that of which Mind is a separable condition. 
Consciousness is Cit. It is more or less veiled by Mind to which, whatever 
unconsciousness (in whatever degrec) there is, is due. To use one of the 
expressive metaphors of the Vedanta, Cit, is like a lamp which the Mind 
envelops as a screen, sometimes revealing it by its transparency, sometimes 
concealing it by its opaqueness, and thus always conditioning its illumi- 
nation both as regards its quality and quantity. 

According to many Western psychologists, who in this follow or 
approximate to the Buddhist theory, “Mind” means conscious process, 
that is the changing series of impressions (sensations) and ideas, a continuous 
flow or stream. Of what? We may leave the question unanswered, either 
because it assumes what is denied, or what at least is supposed to be 
unknown, or we may answer with the older schools that there is a simple 
mental substance or Soul which experiences in us—thinks, feels and wills 
and underlies all the varied modes of Experience. It is thus that which 
exists as a permanent unity behind the phenomena of mind or its processes. 
From the other and materialist standpoint a “Mind-stuff” and “Mind- 
dust” is postulated. In cither case Consciousness is a function and attribute 
of Soul or Mind-stuff, the fundamental distinction between Consciousness 
and Mind not being recognised. J.S. Mill’s view that mind is the 
permanent possibility of experience may be said to vaguely hint at a 
transcendental principle. According to the Vedanta, that principle is 
Pure Cit of which both mind and matter are limited modes of Its Power. 
All psychical functions therefore, whether as intellect, feeling, will and 
the like are limited modes. Cit is pure Consciousness itself. Mind isa real 
or apparent negation or limitation or determination of that. Mind in 
fact, in itself, that is considered as apart from Cit (from which in fact 
it is never separate) is an unconscious force which in varying degree obscures 
and limits consciousness, such limitation being the condition of all finite- 
experience. Cit is thus Consciousness. Mind is Consciousness plus Un- 
consciousness, the intermingled Consciousness-unconsciousness which 

is both substance and process. It is substance 


weseein all finite being. Mind unc ubsta 
as the mind-substance or Antahkarana, and it is process as the modifications , 


1 Antahkarana, 
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or Vriti of that substance. The process takes place in and of mind. It 
is not a process of Consciousness. The substance again of both Mind and 
Matter is Cit, the Supreme Consciousness and Pure Experience Itself. 
Mental process is a veiling or (relative) unveiling of Cit which is itself 
unchanged. Consciousness appears however to undergo change because 
of the modifications of mind of which it is the changeless substratum. 


2 


It will be convenient here to discuss in greater detail the nature of 
Sakti or Power as Mind before dealing with the question of their relation 
to, and interaction upon, one another. 

The European and Indian theories of the relation between, or 
interaction of, Mind.and Matter may be thus summarised. 

We may take first the dualistic theories. The Vedanta agrees with 
the Cause Theory in so far as the latter holds that conscious process and 
nervous process are causally related, provided we substitute for the word 
‘conscious’ the word ‘mental’. The process is not in Consciousness but 
in Mind.! The mental is a subtle quasi-material2 process. It holds that 
both processes, psychical and material, have a common ground in 
Consciousness and thus escapes the difficulty in conceiving ‘interaction 
between things of a wholly different nature as Mind and Body are 
commonly supposed to be. It differs, therefore, from psycho-physical 
parallelism in that the latter offers no explanation of the relation between 
psychosis and neurosis. It asserts, as stated, not a mcre concomitance, 
the nature of which is unexplained, but a causal interaction between 
Mind and Matter rendered possible by their common ground. It differs 
again from any system of Pre-established Harmony in that there is not 
merely synchronistic change, but an action by Matter on Mind and by 
Mind on Matter which is possible for the reason stated. It therefore also 
differs from any theory of Occasionalism according to which no influence 
passes from one to the other, but on occasion God intervenes when the 
one changes to bring about change in the other. In this connection however 
it may be noted that Malebranche’s theory that “we see all things in God” 
seems to adumbrate the Indian doctrine which says that the Mind is 
Dest ater ea Med soda on condition, namely, Antahkarapa and not in that which 

2 Bhautika. It is difficult to find a rendering of this. “Material” is used only in the 


Spit alone as denoting something which is not wholly immaterial, which is Cit or 
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enabled to perccive Matter because both are forms of Supreme Power 
(Maha-Sakti) which is an attribute of the Supreme Consciousness. 

Turning then to Monistic Western theories—these hold that Mind 
and Matter are parallel manifestations of one underlying Substance. 
They are not two substances in interaction, but this interaction is the 
outer form of the inner ideal unity of consciousness. Each particle of matter 
has a mental aspect. “It is as if the same thing were said in two languages.” 
Western science thus vaguely feels that there ought to be a unity behind 
mind and matter but does not yet know where that unity has to be found, 
and so uses metaphors and language which from the Vedantic standpoint 
appear vague. From this standpoint we must first clearly distinguish between 
worldly experience and Yoga-experience. According to the former there 
is in fact duality. We cannot escape that. From this dualistic standpoint 
there must be an interaction because if we assume two things we must 
assume an interaction between them unless we put the problem aside. 
Yoga-experience transcends this duality, as Pure Consciousness, for which 
however we have no warrant short of experience of this state. Relatively 
there is the duality of Mind and Matter and their interaction. In the 
state beyond relations there is Pure Consciousness. In the mixed and 
graded Consciousness-unconsciousness which constitutes world-experience 
it is Consciousness (which, as above described, is ‘the underlying substance” 
of which mind and matter are manifestations) which perceives according 
to the nature and workings of the unconscious Mind and Matter in which 
it manifests. Consciousness is the ground of Knower, Knowing and Known. 
The Double Aspect theory endeavours to avoid inconsequence by referring 
both series conjointly to the causation of a single substance. 

But here again we must distinguish. Pure Consciousness! as such 
is neither efficient nor material cause but Consciousness-Power is both.? 
The former as pure Cit or Indian Consciousness is the changeless and 
processless background of all changes and processes. Though not itself 
changing, it contains the ground? and possibility of all change. This alogical 
position is expressed in Sakta doctrine by saying that in one aspect It 
remains what It is, yet in another It is changing to become the world. 
This is the Power or Sakti or Vimarsa aspect. The first is the Being, the 


1 Cit, Jfāna-svarūpa, Cidakaéa, Samvid, ctc., the Siva or Prakāśa as opposed to the 


Sakti or Vimaréa aspect... (Nimitta) and as Māyā-akti the material (Upādāna) , 


2 As Git-Sakti the 
cause. 
3 Adisthana. 
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second the Becoming aspect. Therefore in world-experience, Indian 
Consciousness is the unchanging Principle of all changing expericnce. 
Through its power it appears as Mind and Matter. It is against this static 
background that all changes occur. Activity is in Mind and Matter, now 
veiling, now revealing unchanging Cit by their material processes as Psychosis 
or Neurosis. It is simpler, as stated later, to ignore these divisions and 
to say that Consciousness is the static aspect of Power (Cit-Sakti), the kinetic 
aspect of which (A4aya-Sakti) produces Mind and Matter, both in differing 
degrees being veilings by Unconsciousness of Consciousness. 
According to Pan-psychism all matter has a rudimentary life, and 
mind and matter has thus a physical aspect. This is so. But in what sense? 
In so far as any thing or process is or can be an object of consciousness! 
it is Jaga or non-conscious. The term has a psychological basis. Thus 
an object of consciousness may be either objective or subjective. What 
Western science calls Matter or quasi-material is an instance of the former. 
But the “inner instrument’? or Mind (including the Self) can be an object 
of Consciousness and is therefore as such Jada. In fact even Prakrti-sakti 
as the Causal Stress which evolves the world is from this standpoint Jaga. 
Pure consciousness or Cit beyond mind, though manifesting in the operations 
of the latter, is in its transcendental aspect alogical. Thus the first polarity 
which appears in Consciousness is that of the Knower and Known.3 When 
this polarity appears Cit splits up as it were into two parts or poles—one 
part still remaining Cit (i.e. Knower) the other appearing as though it 
were not-Cits or Jada that is as the Known.s In the latter, Cit as it is in 
itselfs is veiled. The veiling principle which is Power or Sakti is manifested 
as the various tendencies? of the material Cause? in various combinations. 
When Cit is enveloped by the material Principle? in what is mainly its 
revealing tendency,’ we have the Inner Instrument"! which corresponds 
to the Western Mind minus Consciousness. When it is enveloped by the 
material principle? in what is mainly its activity-tendency we have 
Life ;* when it is enveloped by the material Principle’ in what is mainly 
its veiling tendency we have Matter in the Western sense.” When 


ance (Object Known) as opposed to Jñātā, the Knower. 


lahkarana. 3 Jfiata, Jficya, knowing being: Jina. 4 Acit. 
7 Jasya. 6 Çit-svarūpa. 1 Guna. 8 Prakpti-śakti or Māyā-śakti. 


. 10 Sattvaguņa or the Sattvika veil. 
i Antahkarana, ie., Buddhi, Ahamkira, Citta, Manas. } 
Prakrti-gakti or Maya-éakti. 13 Rajoguna or the Rajagika veil. 


14 Prana. 15 Prakrti-gakti 5 i 
16 Tamoguna or Tamasika veil. 17 Marts ety oe 
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therefore we speak of Matter as Jada we do not mean thatit is unconscious 
in the sense that it is in itself unconscious and without mind or life, but 
in the sense that ıt is an object for consciousness, something in this sense 
other than it is as knower. The first primary (logical) operation by which 
Cit becomes so disposed as to remain Cit in one part and appear to cease 
to be Cit in another part is Srsti or Becoming called “Creation,”! and 
that which is obtained out of Cit—the “Other” the Jada, the object—is 
Bhiita or Matter. Therefore Mind and Matter are both in the general 
sense Bhiita.2 Cit however never really ccases to be such, not merely in 
the pole which is still the Knowers but also in the other pole which is 
veiled so as to appear as non-Cit.4 Thus the Tantric rite called Bhita- 
fuddhi,s is philosophically considered, the removing of the Veil by the 
realisation of the Mantra: “He I am,”;¢ that is the Universe is first 
identified with the “I”7 and then this with the Pure Consciousness or 
Cit., It is thus the placing of the Self in the return-current.® 

From the above it follows that Western Mind,? Life and Matter 
are at the root one, firstly because the primary basis in all cases is Cif and 
secondly because the Veiling Principle"? which works them out is composed 
of the same factors"! in all cases though in different degrees. Matter is 
Cit heavily veiled and inert, Life is Cit more lightly veiled and active. 
Mind is still more lightly veiled and active,'? and becomes in its developed 
and complex processes the revealer of the Self to the sclfon the mental 
plane, whence passage is made to the Self, beyond which there is nothing." 
Both the life-aspect and mind-aspect may be the subject of direct perception 
by special means either of science or Yoga. A block of stone is perceived 
by the natural eye as inert lifeless matter. To that eye ncither the signs 
of life nor mind are revealed. . Both however may (given the appropriate 
means) be inferred from certain recognised signs of them. When these 


1 The term “Creation” is herc avoided owing to its associations with dualistic systems 
as the erentoatet UE new from nothing as opposed to development of the actual 
fi ial. : 

ar Bhatikas and therefore “material” cines in a gross or G been Specifically, 
dita =sensi : 3 Jnata or Cetana. ; A : 

Rhan maene purification of the elements of “Earth”, “Water”, ctc., in the body as 

to which sec my “Sakti and Sākta” and “Serpent Power" - 


6 So’ham. : 7 ad. : 5 a 
8 And not, therefore the idle and superstitious mummcry which soroa Hos Zino ly 


di be. Before blaming-criticism is given, cndcavour 
wend a ut Be re Rajas, Tamas of MayS-sakti. 
Berane s d to mobile mercury the “Semen of Siva”. ^ 


1 ivity of mind is compare \ 
13 PAA param kimcit sa kastha sā paragatih. 
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signs are perceived, it is said that there is a living and thinking object 
presented to mind. The ordinary sense-organs may be insufficient to found 
aninference of rudiments of life or mind say in a stone. But science 
extending natural faculty by its delicate instruments, or Yoga by its process 
of Samyama! may enable the observer to perceive that on which the 
inference of life and mind is established. A priori the conclusion may be 
established by the ontological theory or a posteriori on the theory of evolution. 
Though at root Matter, Life and Mind are one, yet as Matter and Mind 
they are phenomenally different. One must assume therefore in all objects 
the same causal interaction of their psychic and material aspects, more 
or less rudimentary as it may be. as we find in man’s nervous processes 
with their corresponding psychoses. 


What then according’ to Indian views is the nature of Mind? 

It may be defined, in the first instance negatively, as that part of 
our subjective life which in itself is not Consciousness, though it appears 
to be conscious through association with the latter. This distinction is 
maintained throughout the Standards. Whether there is such a state as 
Pure Consciousness which is Mindless is established secondarily by Sruti 
or Veda as authoritative proof,? or directly, by actual personal experience.3 
This is a matter with which I will deal under the heading of Consciousness- 
Power (Cit-Sakti). As Consciousness in Itself is immeasurable or Immense 
(the meaning of Brahman), and as man’s consciousness appears to be 
limited, otherwise he could not have finite experience, what limits it is a 
Force which as such, is different from the Consciousness it limits. In the 
first Standard or Nyayavaigesika, Mind is an unconscious entity (Dravya) 
separate from the Self (Aiman) ‘by conjunction with which and the senses, 
the Self has conscious experience of objects. In the second Standard or 
Samkhya-Yoga, Mind is a Force separate from and independent of 
Consciousness which it apparently finitises: or as in the Sakta doctrine, 
itis a form of Maya, which is one with and not independent of Consciousness, 
being a Power of Consciousness to remain what it is and yet to contract 


itself into being a centre of limited experience; or it is neither the first 


nor the second but a form of Maya which itself is an inscrutable, unexplain- 
able mystery.‘ ; 


1 Concentration (dhāraņa, dhyana samadhi 
2 Apta-Pramana. a; ). 5 A 
A ay in Maya-vida-Vedanta. 3 Pratyaksa as Aparoksajfiana or Saksatkara. 
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However related to Consciousness, it is fundamentally a mystery. 
Taking it as a fact of which we are aware we can also analyse it into its 
functions and the mode of their working. These functions are fully explained 
in the Samkhya which in this respect is the basis of Sakta doctrine. Mind 
is through the sense organs (Indriya) affected by the objects which it selects 
(as Manas), refers to itself the personal experience so enjoyed (as Ahamkara) 
and then determines (as Buddhi). The one Mind does all this, but is 
variously named according to its various functions as separate principles 
or Tativas. In actual experience or functioning of the Tativas in the fully 
evolved world, the knowing process commences with the last evolved 
subjective principle or the senses. The object of knowledge first knocks 
at this gate to be introduced within and to become subject to the inner 
operating principles, the last of which to so operate is the determining 
faculty or Buddhi. But in the cosmic evolution of the Principles or Tattvas 
themselves, the order is reversed and the last to function in the evolved 
world becomes the first to appear according to either a temporal or logical 
brius. A logical analysis of experience establishes this. The general basis 
of experience, to which in the functioning of the individual mind reference 
is made last, must necessarily in the cosmic evolution appear first. It is 
also clear that the evolving principles have also a more abstract 
significance. Thus the I-making or individualising and centre-making 
Principle (Ahamkara-Tattoa) in individual experience is that aspect of 
the mind which refers its operations to that particular individual. Whereas 
in the cosmic sense it is the tendency to individualisation which manifests 
later as the individual centre. i 2 

Though the mode of evolution is given differently in the Sāmkhya! 
and Māyā-vāda Vedanta? and there are other differences,’ the description 
of the faculties generally holds good in Maya-vida Vedanta. Though 
Saivas and Saktas accept the twenty-five Tattvas of Samkhya they add 
Purusa and Prakrti, the whole being known 
as the Thirty-six Tattvas, which are higher forms of Consciousness evolving 
— i Theorder ti, Mahat or Buddhi, Ahamkāra. Then co-ordinately 


1 The order of evolution is Prakp t 
Manas F Indriyas (10) and their subtle objects (5) anoa and omita late 
five forms of gross sensible matter (Bhiita). These wit Risa ela iS Ean 


3 ee evolution limoni ie ppanc or unmixed T: maraon me 

rom the Sattvik part of these, the a K T 3 | sense- 

organs; from the Rajasik part the five Pranas and the five active organs; from the Tamasik 

re ey Si) en Be Vt ana 
a . Citta c Yoga-Pl = ana | T 

Vedanta Prana ite) is A separate Tattva in Vedānta but not in Sāmkhya. 
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for the production of Purusa-Prakrti and will be dealt with under the 
title Power as Consciousness (Cit Sakti). The Mind (as Anthakarapa or 
the Yoga-dargana Citta) is neither all-pervasive! nor atomic and partless.2 
It is not therefore eternal,? has a beginning,‘ and has a limited extension,’ 
that is, it is a thing of finite dimensions. It is radiant, transparent, light,s 
like the Solar rays,’ right and mobile.’ It is a kind of “Radiant Matter.” 9 
In Vedanta it is called Bhautika because it is a mode of the unmixed Bhiias"® 
from varying aspects of which are derived according to the Maya Vedanta 
both Matter and Mind. Therefore these two are essentially similar.” 
Mind (Antahkarana) is not rigid, that is, is having the same configuration 
always, but clastic.? Jt actually goes out like a ray (though not in the act 
of knowledge altogether leaving the body) to the object of perception, 
envelops it, and takes its form. Some may call this materialism, but the 
Vedanta holds not that mind is derived from matter in the physical sense 
but that they are fundamentally and essentially one, that is Pure 
Consciousness (Cit) stressing or energising one way or the other. Tney 
are different modes of the one Power (Sakti) as Substance-Energy.” 
4 

We may now consider in greater detail the nature of Mind, its functions 
and their process. According to the pluralistic first Standard or Nyaya- 
vaigesika, the Atman or Self is all-pervading, immense," the ground," and 
agent" of knowledge. It is thus the seat of consciousness. Beyond this we 
cannot say. It has the attribute of consciousness when conjoined with 
Manas or “Mind,” which is something quite different from it. It is an 
atomic” or infinitesimal unconscious instrument" of knowledge. The 


1 Vibhu-parimina. ; 
2 Anu-parimana. It is therefore Madhyama-parimana. 
Biya: y 4 Sādi. 5 Sāvayava, paricchinna. 
Taijasa, having a predominance of Sattva-guna or the revealing aspect of Substance- 
Energy, the aspect in which it reveals consciousness. 
A Ravika yat : 8 Laghu and Cara. 
To use the term of Sri W. Crookes, applied by him to matter in the fourth state. 
pancikrita or Siksma-Bhiita. It is derived from their Sattvika or revealing 
aspect, as Matter is derived from thcir veiling or Tamasika aspect. According to the 
pinkiyani scheme, adopted by Sakti-vada, both the senses and subtle objects (Tanmātra) 


11 See last note. The Chandogya U ha its (ani of 
ae T p. says that the lowest units (anista amsa) 
e io (enna) caten g to build up the “body” of the mind. 


13 The Mavya-Sakti of Advaita-veda Gs ; wee 
prakg ofthe Sira. Advaita-vedanta and Saktivida corresponding to the Mula 
17 AG p SOD, ice Adhisthana. 16 Karta. 
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Self, working with it, is conscious. It is the means whereby perception 
becomes possible and may thus be called the Inner Sense.! It works in 
co-operation with the outer senses which are made of the same material 
as the objects which are sensed. Like is known by like. The atomic character 
of Manas is inferred from the fact that perceptions or experiences arise 
serially and not simultancously. Sensations are thus experienced, though 
several objects may be presented simultaneously to several sense organs. 
If Manas were all-pervading it would be always in contact with the different 
sense organs, and through them, with the various objects, so that it might 
attend to and admit all these objects at once. But experience shows (it 
is said) that it docs not. On the contrary it acts like a turnpike gate through 
which only one sensation at a time can enter. It has been aptly compared? 
to a door-keeper, who admits one person at a time and keeps others out. 
It is thus conceived as concentrated into a point. It is true that one may 
seem to have a number of different sensations (induced by diffcrent sense 
organs) at once but there is here (it is said) only an appearance of 
simultancous activity. Manas is not only very small but exceedingly light? 
so that it can pass very quickly from object to object, so quickly indeed 
that its successive attention and apprehension appear as a simultaneous 
activity. It may be objected: May we not explain both serial and 
simultancous apprehension by conceiving Manas as a substance with 
parts which may be contracted and expanded? In such a case when 
several sensations are to be apprehended at once, the Manas expands 
and thus puts itself simultaneously into connection with several sense 
organs. When however one at a time has to be received, it contracts 
itself into a point and connects with only one sense organ. In such a case 
we need not assume any mistake. This suggestion of an elastic mind is 
rejected on the ground that it gratuitously assumes a substance with 
many parts which increase in expansion and decrease m contraction. 
It is in the Nyaya-Vaisesika partless and unextended.s This partlessness 
is inferred from the scriality’ of attention and apprehension. 
The process of perception is in a general way as follows: It is either 
internal’ or externals In external perception? these connections must 


ilighavat. 
; indriya. 2 Sec The Serpent Power. __,_ > Atilaghay i 
S Thee of light if made to rotate rapidly in 2 circle appears as a continuous 
circle of light. i z 
i a Ayaugapadyat. aes he $ 
Tags f am happy” Aham sukhi. 2 2. Ayar ghatah “here is the jar”. 
9 Bahya-visaya-pra 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


> acon” Ga 


120 THE WORLD AS POWER 


be successively established—(1) the contact of the object with the 
appropriate sense organ,! (2) the Manas or the inner organ of apprehension 
must attend, and (3) offer the sensations to the self or Atman. 

Because of its atomicity (Anutva) Manas can attend to only one at a 
time, but it can attend quickly in succession because of its lightness. As a 
gate in action, it introduces the sensations one by one to the Self to be 
known, felt, and owned by the latter. Manas is itself unconscious,? partless,3 
atomic! and hence eternals and unchanging. It simply plays the part 
of the Usherer, either admitting or refusing. It is instrumental in the 
production of knowledge but is neither its grounds nor agent.” Without 
the third step or offer of the sensation to the Self there is no knowing, 
and in particular no referring, of an experience to the Self-apperception 
as Western Psychology sometimes calls it. 

The Self according to this system is possessed of fourteen attributes? 
of which Cognition (Buddhi),9 Feeling (Sukhaduhka; agrecable and 
disagreeable) and Will (Jccha) are counted first..0 The Self has three 
kinds of activity as knowledge, will, and action.!! Cognition is divided 
into experience (Anubhuti); and representation or collection (Smrti) and 
the former into direct perception, inference, analogy, knowledge due 
to authentic testimony.!? This Standard is distinguished by the multiplicity 
of its ultimate entities and its non-recognition of pure Cit as the essential 
nature of the Atma. Consciousness is an attribute of the Self. A close 
examination of this matter reveals a greater connection with the other 
Standards than thus appears on the surface. For according to them also, 
knowledge of objects only takes place through the contact of object, senses, 
and Manas with the Atma. The Self in itself is called by them Cit but that 
Git is wholly different from the apparently limited consciousness and is 
in fact indescribable by the latter or any other term. 

Mental life does not consist of conscious processes alone. Many states 
and operations of Antahkarana exist and go on in sub-liminal consciousness. 
It is to the dynamism of the sub-liminal or sub-conscious states and 
operations of Antahkarapa that the name Samskara is given. The Western 


Cercbralist would explain the dynamism of memory and sub-liminal 
1 Indriyartha-sannikarsa. 


1 2 Acctana. 
9 piraya va. 3 Anu. 5 Nitya. 6 Adhisthana. 
10 Cf GF Stout: Classifica nt ank ka 
into fecling-attitude and volition. n of experience into cognition, interest, and the latter 
āna-śakti, Icchā-śakti, Kriyā-śakti. 


12 Pratyakşa, Anumiti, Upamiti, Śabdaja or Expert, including Revelation. 
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operations by cerebral modifications or cercbral motions. But cerebral 
modifications or motions, though they may be the physical counterparts, 
are not the physical bases of those states and operations, since these can 
exist even when the Antahkarapa becomes dissociated from the body. 
Modern Spiritualists claim that disembodied Spirits can put themselves 
into rapport with ourselves, and thus prove that they carry recollections 
of the life they lived as ordinary men on earth. How can this be possible 
if the brain be the physical basis of memory, etc.? The Sastras claim that 
it is possible (and modern instances of such psychic phenomena are in 
evidence) that one can remember, whether spontaneously or through 
special voluntary effort, the incidents of one’s previous births (Jattsmara). 
How again could this be if the brain instead of the Liñgadeha (Subtle Body 
which, according to Sastra, leaves the physical body at the time of death) 
were the basis of memory, etc?. The dynamism of memory and sub- 
liminal processes in general will have therefore to be explained by the 
mechanism of the Antahkarana itself, which mechanism is called the system 
of Samskéras. Since Antahkarapa (Mind), Prana (Life) and Bhita (Matter, 
are co-essential with one another, the latter two have also mechanisms 
corresponding to Saraskaras. For instance, what are called Tendencies 
and Potential Energies of Matter may be called their Sarhskaras. 

Now, in the First Standard (Nyadya-vaisesika) the Samskaras inhere 
in the Aman and not in Manas, which is simple and apu, and cannot therefore 
be the basis of a system of tendencies, subtle and potential energies. It 
also makes the Sartskaras destructible: though unlike the Buddhistic systems 
it makes them relatively stable or persistent; time, disease or a last recollection 
(Caramasmarapa) can put an end to a Sartskéra. But from the dynamic 
standpoint of the two Higher Standards, the Sartskaras are Forces and 
as such must be persistent. From the standpoint of Samkhya, a Sariskéra 
is Tendency, while a Vytti is Action: both are Vyapara (energising) of 
Antahkarana. Between Tendency and Action, however, it recognises no 
distinction in kind; it is only a distinction of degree and of relation with 
respect to normal consciousness. That is to say, when a Prit sinks below 
the threshold of normal consciousness and continues asa subliminal action, 
it becomes a Sartskara. A smrti or representation is thus the coming up 
on the level of consciousness (subject of course to temporal se pas 
conditions) for a past presentation (arti) which has never ceas a R 
The Second Standard makes the curve of life a continuous line w 2 P 
in parts, above and, in parts, below the normal line of consciousness. 
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Mental life=Vyttis+samskaras+actual presentations + possible representa- 
tions—actions + tendencies (which are ayyakta or subtle actions). There 
is cyclic causation between Vyitis and Samskdras; they cause one another. 
And this cycle is beginningless and endless, though at the time of the 
dissolution or creation or Mukti (liberation) the Vrttis and Samskaras may 
lapse into Prakrti or Maya and so cease to have any effect on the Purusa 
or Atman. With respect to the Mukta-Purusa or Atman, they are effectively 
non-existent, they cease to exist. _Bondage means subjection (through 
ignorance) to the causal cycle referred to above, Liberation’ means 
disengagement from the cycle. If bondage were based on fact as distingui- 
shed from Avidya or ignorance of fact, then there could be no possible 
escape from the cycle for, in itself, the cycle can have no absolute beginning 
or end; hence both Samkhya and Vedanta make the association of the 
Self with the cycle not a fact, but an “ignorance of fact,—an. ignorance 
of what It is and what the cycle is. The mément knowledge of this comes, 
the cycle gocs. Sakti-vada regards the whole as Fact that is Self and the 
Cycle; the ignorance of Self of what It is and what the Cycle is; Its know- 
ledge; Its bondage and Its liberation. In any case, so long at least as 
liberation has not come, all Samskaras lie in Antahkarana as latent activities, 
not only of this birth but of all previous cycles of birth. In a given type 
of birth (say, human), however, only those Sdmskaras are called into play 
which are appropriate to that particular type; other kinds of Samskāras 
lie dormant then. Like forces, Samskaras aid or inhibit one another; as 
mutually aiding and inhibiting forces they constitute what is called 
Vasana (from vas to lie or inhere)—the very Background of our conscious 
mental life. 
5 
The second Standard or Samkhya-Yoga recognises pure Consciousness 
or Cit as the Purusas who differ from the Atmans of the last Standard, in 
that they are attributeless. Purusa is pure Being or Consciousness. He 
1s not Karla or agent. Experience is not his but another’s. He simply 
manifests and without it there is no manifestation. With it is associated 
the changing Unconscious Principle or Nature of Prakrti— Natura naiurans 
as Spinoza would have called Her. Though associated with those Purusas 
or Spirits who are not freed from Her influence, She is yet separate from 
and independent of them. Consciousness and Unconsciousness (as mind 
. and matter) are two distinct Realities, for the system is dualistic. This 
Prakrti is constituted of three Factors and displays itself in three aspects 
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and moménts, as that which reveals Consciousness (Sativa-guna), that 
which veils Consciousness (Tamoguna) and as the Principle of activity 
which moves either to suppress the other (Rajo-guna). Prakrti is primordial 
Substance-Energy in which the factors are in a state of Equilibrium. 


In creation the equilibrium is disturbed by a kind of catalytic action ' 


in which the Purusa or Consciousness does nothing, but Nature, eternally 
active, commences to play as various forms before him the Seer. The 
forms so produced are called Vikyti or transformations and correspond 
to Natura naturata. Homogeneity of Substance-Energy becomes hete- 
rogencous as various collocations of the one Substance Energy. In the 
first Standard the Samskaras or Tendencies inhere in the Afman: in this 
Standard they inhere in the natural unconscious Principle or Prakrti 
and on creation are realised. 

From Prakyti, which is an ultimate and not a derivative principle, 
issues, Buddhi the determining principle whether in thought or action. 
As a transformation of Prakrti there first issues the Cosmic . Buddhi or 
Mahat Tattva.' This is the stage at which Energy previously undifferentiated, 
assumes a definite direction2and posture? towards a defined line of evolution.‘ 
This condition of directedness is aptly expressed by the term determination 
(Adhyavasaya). Here, where we are dealing with the state of Energy prior 
to the appearance of the individual, it is in the nature of cosmic volition. 
Mahat-Tattoa is the stage in which the tendency towards individualisation 
takes a direction or rather resolves (Adhyavasaya) to take a direction. But 
what direction? This is as yet implicit in Mahat. Itis merely a determination 
as such to changing in a particular line, the line itself being still undecided. 
It is a massive (hence the term Mahat) cosmic resolution in which the 
“how” and the “what” of the operation are yet implicit. In cognition 
too a vague and massive experience commonly precedes a definite and 
articulated experience. It is as if Prakrti says to Herself thus: “I shall no 
longer remain as equilibrated Energy, but I will change in a definite 

1 Samyavastha. : i 

2 Here and post, I refer to a er on Mind by Professor P.N. Mukhyopadhyaya. 
sila Geto ee ps pte at 


aspect Mudra. i 
3 preme Power or Mudra in the highest sense of the word). Mudra 
eae Pea ete in vaso Eelongs to worhip as ritual gesture 


T Barrow a ao fem aD A bk more a 
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direction: what this direction will be is seen later”. Buddhi as this massive, 
inarticulate, cosmic resolution is not to be identified with the individualised 
will, though it is the ultimal basis of it. Buddhi is determination, decision! 
after deliberation in the nature of volition. Deliberation,? decision and 
volition are, from this standpoint, unconscious processes, which become 
conscious only by incidence thereon of the illumination of Consciousness 
as the Purusa or Cit. From the point of view of evolution, Buddhi is a state 
of mere presentation, consciousness of being only without thought of 
“Ie (Ahamkara) and unaffected by sensations of particular objects (Manas, 
Indrya). In short, abstract from mind every other of the faculties hereafter 
stated and you have Buddhi as their basis: In the individual it is implicit 
in everything which is derived from it and includes all intellectual and 
volitional functions which are not theirs. It is thus the principal Tattva. 
It is the Basis of all Knowing, Feeling, Willing. Its special function is 
“determination” which is the last in the cognitional, affectional and 
volitional process. We must also include all three, the “departmental” 
theory in this matter being erroneous. Really there is one Mind with 
several functions, to which are given various names. A man is said to 
“determine” (Buddhi) who having perceived (Manas) and thought ‘I am 
concerned in this matter’ and thus having self-arrogated (Ahamkara) 
comes to the determination ‘this must be done by me”.3 ‘Must be done” 
here does not refer to exterior action only, but to mental actions also, 
such as any determination by way of forming of concepts and percepts 
(“It is so”) and resolutions (‘It must be done’). It is the thinking principle 
which forms concepts or general ideas and is in Samkhya the seat of 
Memory.s 

From Buddhi issues* Ahamkara-Tattoa or as Patafijali calls it Asmitd, 
the function of which is Abhimana or self-arrogation. From the cosmic 
standpoint Abhimana is the name for that stage of evolution in which Prakrti 
first individualises Herself? The tendency to individualisation, which 

AA AEEA aAA (GS 
Nilegyaldcat etat maya Pe een MI, 13). Buddhi is thus called 

‘attva- i Ariki 

, at ae Action according to Indian Saas earns epee The mind 

4 Ia Vedanta this is a special faculty as Citta. i 
AA So sos eal pen reaere (Producer) as regards what follows and. Prakrti 
‘ 7 We may get an idea of what this is like by com 


= ş aring with it the state of risi 
from slecp in w ch one has first a vague experience of mere being and then of an “I. 
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is the sum and substance of Ego, becomes explicit and a fact in the stage 
of Asmita. To use physical analogies, it is the appearance of a centre or 
nucleus or axis of operation in the cosmic self. Thus in the nebular 
hypothesis, to explain the solar system, for example, we require either a 
centre of condensation (older hypothesis) or an axis of spiraline movement 
(new hypothesis). That centre or axis is the Ego of the nebular cloud. 
So long as this centre or axis has not appeared we have no beginning 
of actual evolution of the cosmic dust or vapour into systems of heavenly 
bodies.! Asmita, as a creative cosmic principle, should not be identified 
with an individual Ego which is constituted of subsequently evolved 
principles in the form of sensorium and senses. It is the individualising 
Principle in nature, the Cosmic Ego which unfolds itself into a multiplicity 
of individual Egos. As a cause? is the subtle state? or potential condition 
of its effects and not merely their sum total,‘ Cosmic Ego is the subtle 
state of all the manifold Egos, conscious and unconscious, whether in 
sentient beings, or material things which make our world of experience. 

The individual Akamkara is the personal consciousness which realises 
itselfas a particular “I, “the experiencer. It arrogates to itself the experience 
offered by Manas and has the consciousness “I am so.”5 “J-making” 
is self arrogation,* that is that realisation of oneself in relation with the 
objects of experience as personal “>> affecting or affected by others. 
This is the “I” of empirical consciousness. Having so arrogated, it passes 
on the experience to be determined by Buddhi. 

From Ahamkara issues a double? stream of evolution namely Manas 
and the Indryas (lower mind and senses) on the one hand and the five 
Tanmdtras or Generals of the Sense-particulars on the other, evolving in 
their turn gross sensible Matter. Here the Principles of the subject and 
its faculties of mind and sense having been developed, necessarily their 
objects, first as subtle and then as gross, appear over against them. — 

The functions of Manas are (a) attention, (b) selection, (c) synthesising 
the discrete manifold of the senses. Attention must co-operate with the 

Prakrti to Nebular Bodies. The latter 
FE Seana Ree evar already manifested itself in a 
superior plane. 2 Karana. ap) Sūkşmāvas 6 een 

: literally, means “making”, (Po Y, and Indryas, the other by 

7 One line dominated by Sattva whence ioi a the SAAE An d Tamasika 


Tamas issue the five Bhiitas; Rajo-Gupa helping | 
satin (Parinama) by virtue of its impulsion. In the Tantras (cf Sarada-Tilaka 1-18) 


we find a threefold division of Ahamkāra irs EIR is the Manas and Indryas and $ 


of 11 Devas of the Senses, Rajasika or Taijasa 
Tamasika or Bhautika which is the Tanmitras, 
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senses before the latter can “give” the experiencer anything at all.1 Nextly, 
at one and the same minute the experiencer is subject to reccive a countless 
number of sensations which come to, and press upon, him from all sides. 
If any of these is to be brought into the field of consciousness, it must be 
selected (Samkalpa) to the exclusion or rejection (presupposing Vikalpa) 
of others. The process of expericnce is the selection of a special section 
from out of a general whole and then being engaged in it so as to make 
it one’s own, either as a particular object of thought or a particular field 
ofoperation. Thus its function is said to be Samkalpa-vikalpa ; that is selection 
and rejection from the material provided by the senses of perception. 
When, after having been brought into contact with the sense-objects, it 
selects the sensation which is to be presented to the other faculties of the 
mind, there is Samkalpa. This presupposes a previous attitude of indecision, 
indiscrimination or oscillation which is Vikalpa. The activity of Manas 
cannot be revealed to the experiencer except through the operation of 
Ahamkara and Buddhi. The images built up by Manas, through unconscious 
operation, cannot affect of themselves the experiencer, so as to move him 
in any way until and unless the experiencer identifies himself with them 
by Ahkamkara, that is by making them his own in feeling and experience. 
Lastly, as Western Psychology holds, the senses give not a completed 
whole, but a manifold—the manifold of sense. These “‘points of sensation” 
must be gathered together and made into a whole. These three functions 
of attention, selection or discrimination and synthesising the discrete 
manifold belong to the leader of the senses or Manas. It is leader, for 
without it the other senses are incapable of performing their respective 
offices—and as these senses are those of perception and action,2 Manas, 
which co-operates with both, is said to partake of the character of both 
cognition and action. Just as Manas is necessary to the senscs, the latter 
are necessary for Manas. It is the seat of will and desire as the desire to 
perceive and act, and therefore exists in association with the senses. Through 
association with them it appears as manifold, being particularised oF 
differentiated by its co-operation with that particular instrument which 
cannot fulfil its functions except in conjunction with it, When Manas 


has functioned it passes its experience on to Ahamkara which refers that 
experience to the individual Ego. 


1 Sce J.C. Chatterji’s “Hindu Realism”. And so in the Brhadā Up., 13-2-7 
< itis said: “My Manas was di ‘ c Brhadāraņyaka-Up., ’ 
2 Jaan aad kamaa elscwhere therefore I did not hear”. 
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The function of Manas has to be understood in contrast with that 
of the intellectual organs! the function of which is simple apprehension 
of sound, touch, colour, taste and smell without conscious discrimination 
and. assimilation or classification. When an object comes into contact 
with a sense organ we have at first simple apprehension like that ofa child 
or one stupefied.? It is the sort of perception which can be expressed by 
an interjection like “Oh”. It is undiscriminated and unassimilated 
(unclassed) knowledges Then the internal organ Manas attends, 
discriminates and classifies“ Manas is ranked with the ten sense-organs. 
It partakes of the nature of both kinds (Jñäna and Karma) of sense-organs. 
All the three (Buddhi, Ahamkara, Manas) however are called Antahkarapa,s 
that is internal (Antah) organ or instrument of Vyapara or action (including 
knowing and feeling) in the most general sense of the term.ė 

Unlike the first Standard this view allows simultaneous as well as 
serial action of the inner organ and senses. On this Professor Pramathanatha 
Mukhyopadhyaya writes: “I think the Nydya-vaisesika view is only a 
first rough sketch of the ways of our mental life. Experience is a nameless 
unity, an alogical mass, an undefined universe to intuition. This is the 
“Fact”. Then by the process of moving attention (attention moves because 
it is pragmatic) this mass is dissected into several elements which are the 
abstract “fact sections,” that is colours, sounds, tastes, ideas, memories, 
anticipations and so on. Thus the Fact is not obtained by a synthesis of 
previously known and recognised fact-sections (that is by association) 
but the former is the original datum? out of which the sections are obtained 
71 Buddhindr ā literally means a Linga of Indra 
P r oe hadi it. Here i means Steabaparopédtnata inde 
tvam—that is what is evolved from the Sattva-prevailing . Buddhi and 
Ahamkāra though practically Lingas of Aunan are not themselves Indryas. 


2S : 3 Nirvikalpakam. £ STREDA, 
S Tts fimetion as Vācaspati says, is indicated by “Idam evam naivam,” “It is this 


not that”. $ ir 3 
5 Kriyate anena iti karanam. ‘“Karana” is that by which something is done. This 
Femmethine incites feeling and knowing. There are thus four kinds of Karaya acron 
is ia apa (Vyāpāra-viścşa) namely uddhi, Ahamkara, Manas and the ten dryas 
in all). ; ‘ eee 
s ton of Buddhi, Ahamkāra, Manas is Adhyavasāya, Abhimāna a 
AE ANEI These make the Antahkaraņa or Let oH athe 
there are the outer organs, viz., organs of intellect (Jūānendrya) ahaa ion. 
is Alocana or sensation and the organs of action, the functions of which are speaking, 


ping, etc. Y a ‘ f 
Sa This is a fundamental notion of Vedanta according towhich we start with Custer 
viz., the Parna or whole. As full Consciousness itself ita ee as | r o 
experience. As the great Life (Prana) it vivifies all Ee Sevan organisms. 

is the original nidus of Power whence all varied forms matter issue. 
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by moving and exploring attention impelled by Samskaras, that is obtained 
by dissociation. Most modern psychologists adopt this analytic view of 
experience. It follows therefore that the massive whole, the universe of 
fact can be taken in at once. It is a seamless but not a featurcless unity. 
Scarcely can it be called an unity, for it is not a numerical fact at all. 
It is alogical, unreachable by the categories. We start therefore with the 
whole in which the parts are imbedded. Nor can we have this by means 
of a Manas which is atomic (Apu). The latter is set up to admit feelings 
and sensations one by one and piecemeal; but elementary feelings and 
sensations, sharply discriminated from one another, appear subsequently 
by an analytic operation upon an alogical whole of experience which 
intuition already has given. How did intuition give it? Could it have 
been intuited by an atomic partless Manas? Then again what is precisely 
meant by a single clementary feeling? Ordinarily a sound-sensation is 
regarded as one and as different from a colour sensation. Nyaya-Vaisesika 
recognises atmospheric vibrations as the objective stimuli of sound-sensation. 
The vibrations are rapidly succeeding pulses of agitation. We have a great 
number of pulses in a short time.! Each pulse acting singly upon the 
ear will produce a shock of feeling. Hence when a sound has been heard 
for one minute only, there has been really heard a great number of 
individual sounds, each separately attended to and admitted by Manas. 
Theoretically of course the Manas can do all this. But this assumption 
if made to apply to the whole affair of experience, would put a needlessly 
fantastic appearance on it. I think then on the whole that experience 
should not be limited to seriality alone: though in the economy of mental 
life we have certainly to recognise a distributive and discriminative principle. 
This principle of distributive (as opposed to collective or massive) attention 
prefers to address itself to the sections of experience one by one and when 
confined between two objects commonly oscillates between them.’ Pre- 


1 The ether waves of modern physics would count several hundreds of billions in 
one second. 

2 Compare on this point the view of W.K. Clifford who posits an atom of feeling 
(not conscious) as the counterpart of each elementary nervous shock induced by each 
pectic! objective stimulus (¢.g., a single wave of luminiferous ether). These atoms 
one ve ee ern on compound themselves below the threshold of Consciousness 

forces up in sciousness where they all ther 
es eee sae cy all compound and blend toge 


“of Psychology”, Vol. I. Essays and for criticism W. James “Principles 
See Prof. Pramathanatha Mukhyopadhyaya’s “Approaches to Truth.” 
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ferential regard to one section is Samkalpa and the act of oscillation Vikalpa.' 
And this regarding and oscillating principle is Manas. Preferential regard 
is the bestowal of emphasis on a portion of a given continuum? by which 
the portion becomes especially vivid and interesting and the rest veiled. 
In such preferential regard therefore there is not absolute engagement 
with one to the exclusion of others. It is merely the apex of a curve of 
presentation. Similarly in oscillating, the objects only alternately rise 
and sink as regards emphasis, as attention vibrates between them: there 
is commonly no complete withdrawal from the other when attention dwells 
upon one. So much as regards common experience. In it there is 
undoubtedly a tendency to mono-valued (referring wholly and exclusively 
to one) attention: we require such attention in the interests of our practical 
life. The Nyāya view of Manas takes the limit of this tendency in the 
mathematical sense. In other words it conceives Manas as the perfection 
of this tendency: thus the normal curve of presentation dwindles into a 
point,’ thus carrying to a theoretical limit a tendency that is certainly 
unmistakable in our normal experiences.” 

“Besides that distributive and oscillating principle (which may be 
called Manas though we need not go so far as to conceive it as literally 
Anu) we have to recognise in our mental life a principle of intuition or 
massive experience. The whole Antahkarana or Inner organ (involving 
Buddhi, Ahamkara and Manas, as assumed by Samkhya and Vedanta) 
will better explain life by their respective activities than the simple atomic 
inner sense (Antarindrya) Manas alone as assumed by the Nyaya-vaiSesika. 
We have however, not wholly discarded the atomic view of Manas. We 
interpret it as the absolute limit of tendency to distributive and oscillatory 
attention which normally operates in life but not to an absolute degree. 
Nyāya will apply the absolute limit itself to the explanation of ordinary 
knowledge (Jiana) and has therefore to dismiss simultaneous apprehension 
as an illusory appearance.” 


2 i Ipa-vikalpatmaka. In Vedanta, stress is sometimes laid 
on the nikal pore aay v edanta-Paribhas4 places the characteristic of Manas in 
Samiaya, and Pañcadaśi in Vimarsa (meaning doubt or indecision). 


ort and sound together, in which the first two probak Saat I have and can have 
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The senses co-operate with Manas. Sensations aroused by sense- 
objects are experienced by means of the outer instrument (Bahyakarana 
as contrasted with the Inner Instrument Antahkarana) which are the 
gateways through which the Jiva or individual receives worldly experience. 
Their function is Alocana or sensation. An Indrya or sense is not the physical 
organ such as eye or ear, but a faculty of the gencral mind, ultimately 
Buddhi, operating through that organ as its instrument. The outward 
sense organs are the usual means whereby on the physical plane the 
functions.of hearing and sceing and so forth are accomplished. But as 
they are mere instruments and their power is derived from the mind, a 
Yogi may accomplish by the mind only all that may be done by means 
of these physical organs without the use of the latter.: So it is said that a 
hypnotised subject can perceive things even when no use of the special 
physical organs, ordinarily necessary for the purpose, is made. By the 
instrumentality of the senses things are perccived and action is taken with 
reference to them. They are not however sufficient in themselves for this 
purpose. They cannot work unless in co-operation with their chief, the 
Manas. Thus unless there is attention there is no sensation at all. To be 
absent-minded, as the term is, is not to know what is happening. The 
mind is always and unconsciously being affected by what is happening, 
but these do not rise to a conscious level unless Manas functions as attention 
and selection and synthesises sensation. 

The Senses are of two classes in which there are each five. The first 
class are organs of sensation and perception (Jfdnendrya), working through 
the sensory nervous system namely hearing by the ear, feeling as touch 
by the skin, seeing by the eye, tasting by the tongue and smelling by the 
nose. 

The Antahkarana together with its functions constitutes an organic 
unity, so that neither the different aspects of it, nor their respective functions 
are to be set in sharp contrast to one another. The fact that they derive 
from a common root precludes any exclusive scheme of partition. The 
question therefore is merely one of relative emphasis. In this way, the 
Manas presents and discriminates; Ahamkara owns or arrogates to itself; 
and Buddhi decides and resolves. These are the three principal stages 
and forms of mental functioning: some object is presented; it is owned; 
and then action is taken with reference to it. Besides these, we may have a 
- function by which past impressions are recollected: this is Citi, according 

to the Vedantic classification. While this is clear it must be observed that, 
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in a careful psychological analysis, the processes, viz., presentation, 
apperception (self-arrogation) and resolution will be found to involve and 
presuppose one another. Just as Saltva, Rajas and Tamas, though always 
acting conjointly, are often referred to separately, according as one or 
either of the other two predominates, so also is the case here. Manas presents 
and discriminates, but it also does, though not prominently and consciously, 
what Ahamkara and Buddhi do; that is to say, when Manas acts, the whole 
Antahkarana acts through it, though its functioning may have its emphasis, 
during such action, upon discriminating presentation. That it is so can 
be shown by psychological analysis. Discriminating presentation does 
involve an element, though sub-conscious, of both owning and acting 
(i.e., the functions of Ahamkara and Buddhi). In other words, when Manas 
acts, we have the actions of the other two implicit in it, which analysis 
may bring out. What is true of Manas, is also true of Ahamkara and Buddht: 
while these latter act, the whole Antahkarana acts. None can act in 
isolation. During the working of Ahamkara and Buddhi, the places of 
emphasis have shifted; what was implicit in Manas has now become explicit. 
This follows à priori from the principle that they have a common root 
and have the same essential constitution; so that what is in the one is also, 
though in a different bearing, in the others;—an application of the principle 
that what is here is everywhere, and what is not here is nowhere. It follows 
also that one can be made to do the work which the others can normally 
do. Thus the sense-organs which normally exclude one another as regards 
their function, may be made to do the works of one another; ¢.g., the sense 
of touch can be made to see.' In modern hypnotic experiments also, 
such exchange of sense function is sometimes observed. All this is possible 
because the sense-organs have a common root, and because the Jiva, 
in his entirety, functions through each, though the modes and emphases 
of operation are different in different organs. Much more 1s this true of 
the organs of the Antahkarana. The second class of senses are senses of 
action, which are the reactive response which the self makes to sensation, 
working through the motor nervous system, namely mouth, hands, lips, 
anus, and genitals whereby speaking, grasping and holding, walking, 

erformed, and through which effect is 


excretion and procreation are p a 
given to the Jiva’s desires. These two classes are afferent and efferent 
impulses respectively. The fact of there being a variety of actions does 

1 Gautama, the compiler of the Nyaya-Sitras did this, and accordingly he is also ~ 
called Aksapiida, i.e., one who saw with his feet. 
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not necessarily involve the same number of Indryas. An act of “going” 
done by the hand (as by a cripple) is to be regarded. really as an operation 
of the Indrya of feet (Padendrya) even though the hand is ordinarily the 
seat of the Indrya for handling.' 

6 

In the next part, I will examine exclusively the concept “Matter.” 
Here however a few words are necessary. None of the six systems regards 
Matter from the Physico-chemical standpoint of science but from the 
psychological standpoint which regards its effect on the mind and senses. 
It has been said2 that the division of matter from the standpoint of the 
possibility of our sensations, has a firm root in our nature as cognising 
beings, and has therefore a better rational footing than the modern chemical 
division of matter into elements and compounds which are being daily 
threatened by the gradual advancement of scientific culture. They carry 
with them (the author above mentioned observes) no fixed and consistent 
rational conception as the definitions of the ancients did, but are mere 
makeshifts for understanding or representing certain chemical changes 
of matter and have therefore only a relative value. Gross matter, as the 
possibility of sensation, has been divided into five classes according to their 
relative grossness corresponding to the relative grossness of the senscs. 
These divisions are called “Ether” (Akasa), “Air” (Vayu), “Fire” (Tejas), 
“Water? (Ap), “Earth” (Prthivi). The English names are merely literal 
translations of the Sanskrit words. It must not be understood that Prthivi 
is Earth in the ordinary English sense of the word, and so with the rest. 
Gross, that is sensible matter is, in all the systems, called Bhiita. All the 
systems posit certain elements of which it is composed. These are called 
by the First Standard Paramdpu that is extremely small points of substance 
and, when massive enough, stimuli of sensation. Their place is taken 
in the second and third Standards by the Tanmdira or Generals of the 
sense-particulars that is Universals. The respective characteristics of 
these are compared later. 

Philosophy has drawn a distinction between primary and secondary 
qualities, and regards in such case the former set alone as really inhering 
in matter and elements of matter, whilst secondary qualities are only 
effects produced upon a percipient subject by the primary set. The Indian 


ie a, ig 8. The Kashmirian work of that name and not the Compen- 


wagisa. 
2 T See 
y Study of Patañjali by Prof. Surendranath Dasgupta, p. 178 (University of 
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systems recognise no such partition, holding that the arguments which 
prove that some of the properties are objective will also prove that the 
rest are equally so. If the external and sensible world exists it cannot 
consistently be maintained that any of its properties are subjective: The 
material minima or Paramanus possess both sets of qualities. All the qualities, 
primary or secondary, are in the thing, and matter therefore is what it 
appears to us to be, subject to individual imperfections (Dosa) in perception. 
It is seen perfectly as the Universals and combination of universals in yoga- 
consciousness. On this ground all the systems are thoroughly realist. 
The minima again originate all these qualities in sensible matter because 
they themselves possess both.3 The general properties‘ of sensible things 
are those which are never absent from any one of them. These may be 
perceived by more senses than one, and in masses of things only differ 
in degree and not in kind. These correspond to a certain extent with the 
so-called primary qualities of matter. There are however special qualities 
which are distinguished from the former in that they are perceivable by a 
single sense only, and they differ in masses of things not in degree only 
but in kind. They are therefore essentially different from one another 
and correspond to some of the so-called secondary qualities of Western 
Philosophy. These are touch and feel, colour and form, flavour and odour.$ 
There are things from which one or the other of these qualities can never 
be eliminated so long as they exist as those things. The distinctive quality 
is of their essence.® 

As the Paramanus are’ supersensible and non-spatial entities they are 
incapable of any distinction from one another in regard to size, shape, 
weight, density, or any other form of measure. But they may be and are 
classified with reference to the qualities which they produce in the different 
forms of sensible things that are themselves the product of the Paramanus. 

The Naiyayikas hold that the only differences (Vifesas) between the 
four classes of minima are their differing Adrsfas (V. post). Therefore, 


according to the latter one Point of a particular class cannot have a form 


1 Sec ante “Reality”. The Gunas, Karmas, and Reson exist in the things themselves. 
2 greenness is in the leaf an not in the i c j 
2 ia danena] maxim of this standard that the qualitics (guna) inis F ae 
(karya) are due to the previous existence of them in the Cause (karana). 
(Vaise. IV—1—3) Kéarana-bhacat Kéryabhavah, which as Samka 
explains, means karanaguna-piroakd he haryo-gune ri i . 
4 Samanya-Guna. __, 3 Sparéa, Ripa 
6 Musk can never be imagined as without odour so 
pure water need not have any smell at all. 
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(Ripa) different from that of another Paramāņu or Point of the same class. 
According, however, to the Vaisesikas, each Point even, of the same class, 
is believed to have its own particular, individual characteristics (Visesas). 
Thus to explain the actual particulars, Viegas are put into the Paramapus 
themselves, thus practically robbing them of the universality which they 
ought, in theory, to possess. The partless Points of subtle matter like their 
gross aggregates or sensible matter, (for matter is throughout whether as 
molecular mass or atom the same) exist in the all-pervading continuum 
or Ether (Akasa) and are, therefore, subjected to the action of two other 
entities and forces, namely, Kala, a general principle of movement, and 
Dik, a principle which holds things together in a particular position, 
which forces, by their operation, give rise in the percipient to the notions 
of relations called Time and Spatial Position. The Paramanus have severally 
no immanent dynamism though they have energy of position. They receive 
their initial motion from the First Mover or God: though as entities, they 
are eternal and are, therefore, not created by Him. 

We here pass from the pluralism and metaphysical realism of the 
first standard to the Dualism of the second, and from it to the Non-dualism 
of the third standard which is that here adopted. These systems I have 
shortly described elsewhere,! and I deal here only with their concept of 
Matter. Both the second and third standards replace the Paramagus by 
what they call the Tanmatras which are five in number, namely, “Ether”, 
“Air”, “Fire”, “Water”, and “Earth”, that is objective motions and 
forces which give rise to the five sensations of hearing, touch, sight, taste 
and smell. They are Generals of the Sense Particulars, or Types or 
Universals. Tanmātra means literally “that only” or “thatness”. The 
“thatness” or General of the sense particulars is of each of the five classes. 
The mingling of these Tanmatras which like the Paramayus are super-sensible, 
and their combinations when so mingled go to make up gross sensible 
matter or Bhilla by the accretion of Mass or Tamas. The nature of the 
Tanmaira is little understood. 

In order to understand what a Tanmatra is we may take this sheet 
of paper. ‘What is it?’ It is a particular form (ripa) seen by the eye, @ 
particular cause of sensation as touch (sparsa) and has a particular odour 
(gandha) and so forth. Subjectively, the paper=this particular form, 
touch and odour. But what is it objectively or in itself? Scepticism says 

_it is unknown and unknowable. Agnosticism says the thing in itself is 

1 See “Reality”. 
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an X which is unknown. Realism says the thing in itself resembles the 
paper as known or perceived. To what extent docs it resemble? Scientific 
realism says that the resemblance holds only as regards what are called, 
primary qualities. Hindu Realism in all the three standards does not restrict 
the resemblance to the so-called primary qualities alone, i.e., the paper 
in itself has real form, real odour, real touch and so forth. But has the 
paper in itself a particular form and so forth which a subject may perceive 
in it? Different subjects may have different perceptions of the paper. 
The same object may be perceived differently under different circumstances. 
A Scientist by his apparatus may perceive in his way, what the ordinary 
man does not. A Yogi may have still another perception and so on. All 
these different perceptions of one and the same thing cannot be real. 
Hence it is said that the real form and so forth of the paper in itself are 
such as are perceived by a Standard Subject possessing an Absolute Eye 
and so forth. This standard or ideal subject is that aspect of Consciousness 
which is called Hiranyagarbha, a plane which Yogis may reach. They see 
both the Tanmdtras' and the combination of Tanmatras: which when they 
become sensible or Bhiita constitute the gross bodies of all particular beings. 
These are then seen perfectly, that is without any defect (Dosa) which is 
due to the action of inherited tendency (Samskdra) of any kind. For it 
is to be remembered that man’s mind is never tabula rasa but a complex 
of impressions and therefore tendencies produced by previous actions 
(karma). The ordinary man’s perception of the paper is of the paper in 
itself perceived subject to the limitations of the defects (dosa) in him. 
Examining this perception of paper we find (1) that it is gross (Sthala) 

in the sense that it is patent; (2) that it is particular giving us mere sense 
particulars; (3) that it is a complexus of form, odour and so forth, i.e., 
heterogeneous; and (4) that it is variable according to the circumstances 
and instruments of perception. 

these four characteristics. Upon 
discover the elements which underli 


paper, the very elements 
I The Tanmatras are seen by Yogis by that 
Savicéra Saskprajnata-Samadhi. 
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particular. The particularity must arise out of the particular grouping 
(Samyoga) of the elements. Particularity may also be due to the spcciality 
of the instruments of a given subject’s sense activity. If the elements 
themselves be particular, then they arc not elements and they are not, 
as the Patafijala-Yoga-Sastra says, Avisesas.' (3) They must not be complex; 
they must be simple or homogencous in quality: otherwise, they are not 
elements. Thus cach distinct species of colour must in itself be conceived 
as homogeneous in quality.2 (4) They must not be variable, i.¢., they 
must be such as exist for a standard or idcal subject. It is these generic, 
simple, subtle and standard or ideal elements of our particular, complex, 
gross and variable sense-data which arc the Tanmatras which again are 
the material causes of gross, sensible matter or the Bhiitas. Simplicity 
and subtlety, however, do not necessarily suggest that those clements 
are atomic. Being the elements of sense-data, they are necessarily of five 
kinds—sound, touch, form and colour, taste and smell—(Sabda, Sparsa, 
Rupa, Rasa and Gandha). But each is a family or class name. Thus, the 
sound universal or Sabda-Tanmdira means an hierarchy of generic sounds 
beginning with the summum genus or ‘Om’3 down to the infima species (Ka, 
Kha, Ga, etc.). It excludes, however, the mere particulars, such as the 
sound Ka and other sounds as actually spoken by this man or that. The 
same applies to touch, form, taste and smell. There is a logical as 
distinguished from a temporal evolution from the summum genus to the 
infima species. The further evolution under the action of Consciousness 
as power (Cit-Sakti) of mere sense-particulars from the orders of the 
Tanmitras or Universals is the creation of gross sensible matter (‘Sthila- 
Bhita). 

What, then, is the World of the Universals as experienced by those 
who attain to its that is, to those whose mind is a Standard Mind? In the 
first place then, a thing really is as it appears. It is scen perfectly free 


1 Sce Pātañjala-Sūtra, II. 19. 

2 Thus “apple green” must always be of the same shade and the same shade through- 
out whereas the particular “apple greens” vary. 

3 The Mantra Om is the approximate Natural Name and sound of the first general 
and massive movement in the evolution of the universe. From this come the particular 
Be cous movements; just as from Om come all the particular letters, which are 
thems re sound iain o pertigilar movement ee m eee of Letters”. 

iscusses the universals whi c cal ti ersistent 
Trie Vedānta-Sūtra, I, 3, 28. He speaks of Devatā Types, Sound Types ctc. From the 
ndian standpoint the universals are ante rem as existing in the creative “Mind” of God 


- in re as the thing perfectl ived and post i i ive thinki 
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from all the defects which attach to minds which are not Standard Minds. 
It is thus, in this sense, a perfect world. But from this perfect standpoint 
what are physical and moral ugliness, physical imperfection and vice? 
It must be remembered in the first place that ‘ugly’ and ‘vicious’ are 
terms of man’s aesthetic and moral judgments which on account of his 
imperfections (Dosa) are neither just nor correct measures of ugliness and 
vice. In the standard of perfect perception, the ugliness or viciousness of a 
thing or action must be absolutely just and in correct proportions. Thus 
from a man’s standpoint, he may either over-estimate or under-estimate 
both. He may either see ugliness or vice where there is none. To a Standard 
Mind everything will be in the fulness of its bearings and therefore ugliness 
or vice seen perfectly is an absolutely just and correct estimate of either. 
From the perfect standpoint again, neither in the ordinary sense may 
ever exist, for from that standpoint everything is a play (Lila) of the 
Perfect Consciousness (Cid-Vildsa) of the Saccidanandamayi-Sakti. 

It must also be remembered that ugliness and beauty, good and evil 
arc relative. What is beautiful to one pair of eyes may be hideous to another. 
One has only to remember in the former connection the varying ideas 
which exist upon the subject of woman’s beauty and her fashions. The 
figure of Kali-Devi is repugnant to the European. The Indian is drawn 
towards it. To him on the other hand the Christian’s references to the 
“blood of the Lamp”, the purification (of Mithraic origin) by blood, are 
sickening and repellent. As regards good and evil, what is fear and pain 
in the deer is joy and pleasure in the tiger, which devours it. The act 
of the assassin who stabs a Ruler in the dark may bring the light of liberty 
to his pcople. The betrayal of Judas, infamous as it was in itself, was yet 
for the Christian a necessary stage in God’s scheme for the redemption 
of mankind and so on. Like the child’s jig-saw puzzle what appears crooked, 
unintelligible in the part may be harmonious in the whole. 

If we compare the Paramayu and Tanmaitra we find certain similarities 
and certain differences. Whilst the first is an abstract and rigid model, 
the latter is a more concrete one and more casily usable. In fact the higher 
Standards attempt to complete and clear up what the First Standard 
leaves incomplete and implicit. Thus comparing the points enumerated 
in the description of the Paramānu (a) The Tanmétras are elements of sense 
experience regarded as objective, that is categories of sense experience 
objectificd. (b) They are simple as elements of sense experience, but are 
not simple in relation to the individualising principle in consciousness 
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(Asmita or Ahartkara) from which or under the action of which they are 
derived. (c) They have origination (uipatti) and dissolution (laya), though 
there is no absolute destruction of them. They originate from the Principle 
named and are dissolved again into it which is again dissolved in the 
mental principle Buddhi and that again into the psycho-material cause 
of all (Prakrti) or in the one Consciousness (Cit) according to the Samkhya 
or Vedanta respectively. Therein they exist as potency. (d) Universality 
which is logically involved in the Paramagus is fully brought out in the 
Tanmitra which is manifestly a category. (e) A Tanmatra is not necessarily 
something “atomic” and “partless.” To conceive it one need not conceive 
it as a Point. It may be extended or massive, only that mass must not be 
heterogeneous and variable in quality. It may thus have any magnitude 
varying from the point (Agu) to the infinitely great (Mahat). In fact a 
given magnitude, whether infinitely small or infinitely great, is not an 
inseparable proprium of a Tanmatra. Whilst we should not say that a 
Tanmitra has no magnitude, we should not also say that it has always a 
given magnitude. Thus whilst a Paramanu has no magnitude in the sense 
that it is only a point, a Tanmaira may be said to have no magnitude in 
the sense that it is not necessarily bound up with any magnitude. 

It must be noted also that the Tanmatra has also objective magnitude, 
though not in the ordinary sense. A mental object (say an image) is not a 
subjective phenomenon only: it is in the mind but at the same time it 
is a real otherness as a condition of stress and strain in the universal ether 
or cosmic stuff. It can thus be transmitted from mind to mind.! Therefore 
as a stress and strain form it must have some magnitude, and regarded 
as a condition of the cosmic stuff this may be called objective. 

An essential difference between the Paramāņu and Tanmétra consists 
in the fact that the former is an eternal, independently existing, objective 
reality. It is as equally real as the Mind which perceives it and lasts as 
long as the Mind lasts. But the Tanmaira like the mind is not eternal but a 
product of the individualising principle of consciousness (asmita) oF 
(ahamkara) which is again a product of that tendency in the Cosmic 
Consciousness (buddhi) which is realised in the next stage as a limited self- 
conscious centre, and which tendency again is a transformation of the 
Supreme Power (Mahā-śakti or God’s Will) as both material and efficient 
cause, known in Sakta worship as the Mother. Since the Mother-Power 
is the material cause of the universe, all its effects as particular objects 

1 See “Reality” dealing with Perception and the Mind-Ray. 
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therein are, forms of Her power. She is present in, and as, all things, which 
are themselves possessed of an inherent Dynamism by which they are 
evolved, maintained and dissolved again into their Supreme Cause. As 
that Cause is Pure Consciousness and Experience (Cit or Samvit) all that 
exists is a form of that. Mind is a limited form of Consciousness as the 
finite subject. Matter is a limited form of consciousness as the finite object. 
At base they are one Power. In pure Consciousness a movement takes 
place which, at first knows itself as its own object, that is, as part of itself, 
and then as different from itself. This difference itself, as object, unfolds 
from within itself, on the rise of cosmic memory, the Generals of the sense- 
particulars and the particular sensible matter. Mind and matter are 
themselves ultimately twin aspects of the one Consciousness as Power: 
as Cit-Sakti and Māyā-śakti. 

The Mind or subject is one form of stress and strain in the cosmic 
substance. Matter or object whether gross or subtle is another. Both 
Mind and Matter are forms of the one Substance. In their ground they 
are one. Both subtle and gross matter are objective to the mind, in the 
sense that they are other than, and objects of, its operation. But the objects 
vary firstly, in that gross matter consists of particulars and subtle matter 
is the Universals. Secondly, gross matter is what its name means namely 
matter made massive by increment of Tamas. By reason of this massiveness 
it becomes perceptible to the senses which subtle matter as Paramapu or 
Tanmitra is not. The movement towards manifestation is throughout 
both a coarsening and a becoming more definite, particular, and hetero- 
geneous. These characteristics are shown on both sides of the duality into 
which the one substance bifurcates, namely Mind and Matter. Popularly 
we think of gross sensible Matter as something occupying space outside 
the body. This attitude is the result of the increasing definition, particularity, 
and coarsening of both mind and matter. They thus recede more and 
more from one another. In the case o 
nearer approach. 


Perception (Pratyaksa) is explained in the second Standard as follows: 


The Purusas or Spirits are many and their nature is pure Consciousness. 
Prakyli is one and is indescribable except as the unconscious Source of 
Mind and Matter, which are as unconscious as their origin. Fines us 
Prakrti are two separate independent realities. Experience 5 of two kinds. 
It is either the pure experi 


or the limited experience of the Purusa in association with Prakyit. The 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


f subtle matter the two sides make è 


ence of the Purusa dissociated from Prakstt, _ 


140 THE WORLD AS POWER 


result of such association is an apparent combination of consciousness 
and unconsciousness—“‘apparent” because Consciousness is ever un- 
changed and unaffected. The apparent combination of the two is the indi- 
vidual being or Jiva. Outer objects (Arthas) affect the sense-organs (Indzya). 
The Manas attends to and thus selects one or other from the field of objects 
and places it before the other faculties of the Inner organ namely the 
I-Making (Ahamkara) and determining (Buddhi) facultics.' Sativa or the 
factor manifesting consciousness prevails in the latter and there is determi- 
nation (Adhyavasdya.)2 This modification (Viti) of Buddhi is unconscious. 
Hence for knowledge it is necessary that the illumination of Consciousness 
should fall on Buddhi and its function upon which they appear as if 
conscious. 

A similar account is given in the Yoga-sastra of Patañjali where Citta 
is the general term for the Inner Organ. The external object acts through 
the sense-channel on Citta and this occasions it to unconsciously evolve.‘ 
Sattva is said to be “transparent” and manifesting.s Hence it takes on the 
form of the external object,‘ a fact of importance to remember when 
dealing with the rationale of the rituals which are concerned with the 
transformation of Citta. But as evolution of Citta is unconscious, the light 
of Purusa is reflected on the state of Citta: or the reflection of Citta is cast 
on Purusa or they cast reflection on each other.? By such reflection there 
is an appearance of the state of Citta looking like a conscious state, a state of 
Purusa himself. As long as there are modifications (Vritt) of the Citta 
or Mind the Purusa becomes falsely identified with Vrtti which is not his 
own. This is a virtual and not real identification. In non-yoga state the 
Purusa, though still really pure, appears to be impure on account of the 
virtual image of Citta ortti or mental modification falling on it. Yoga 
therefore is the stoppage of all modifications of the Mind, when the 
witness or Purusa shines in this own pristine purity. 


1 Antahkarana, that is Buddhi, Ahamkara, Manas. 

2¢g.,Ina dim light my sight merely apprehends an object I know not what. Manas 
attends and makes it out to be an enemy aiming his weapon at me (here discrimination 
and classification have been made). Then I refer this to the self (Ahamkāra) and see 
that I am the object of his intention. Then finally I make up my mind (Adhyavasaya) 
by Buddhi to avoid his weapon by moving away. As to the nature and trueness of per- 


ception, sce “Reality”. 
Acetana. 4 In Sattvika-parinama Āācaspati has it. 
5 Svaccha and Prakiéaka. ses rS Py Ept: 
§ Bihya-vastiparaga. 
According to various vi the latter being that of Vijfi i 
3 Yogash citta-vrittinirodhah (Patafijali). 5 ee 
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In modern parlance Consciousness and Mind are not two different 
things. This Standard assumes them to be two separate and independently 
existing things. “Reflection”? and so forth merely means that interaction 
between Consciousness and unconscious Mind and Matter takes place 
without affectation of the former. Consciousness never ceases to be what it 
is, but its association with unconscious mind gives the latter the appearance 
of consciousness, and at the same time Consciousness seems to be limited - 
as the object which it illuminates. We are conscious but know that our 
consciousness is limited. There is some force which apparently limits 
it and which appears as mind and matter. A more attractive view is that 
taken by the Monistic Sakta doctrine of Power: Being is one with twin 
aspects—as Consciousness and as the Consciousness-Power whereby it 
appears to contract consciousness as Mind which is then presented with 
its co-relative Matter. It is Consciousness which appears through its 
Power as unconsciousness and not unconsciousness which through reflection 
(Abhasa) appears conscious. ; 

A modification or Vyiti is in Simkhya and Maya-vada-Vedanta an 
actual transformation of the Mind-Stuff (Citta) but is only an imputation 
so far as pure consciousness (Cit) or Purusa is concerned.' The Antahkarana 
of Samkhya= the Citta of Yoga: and this bears no parallelism to the Nyaya 
Manas. The Citta is not partless and therefore unchanging. On the contrary 
being a transformation (Vikara) of the Natural Principle Prakrti, it is 
composite,? ceaselessly changing. Even in final dissolution: when it 
lapses into Prakrii-stuff this latter has still homogeneous change as distin- 
guished from heteropathic change.‘ The essential character of Prakrti 
and all its derivatives is change and unconsciousness, just as unchanging 
consciousness is the nature of the Samkhyan Purusa and Vedantic Cit. 

In later Vedāntic works a considerable part of the Simkhya doctrine 
has been assimilated. Thus Prakrti of the latter appears as the Maya of 
the former, though not of course as an independent principle, for the 

i a dysima $uddho'pi_pratyayanu, . The 
eae tee and pi aone Vrttis. 

2 jas and Tamas. 

POATA] also in what in Yoga na pii ee ENE, 
The nen faar SREDE changing atey 66, Ja Malpaaya it z a te 
state of equilibrium Sémytvanths) dtd Sane the equilibrium. But in . 
mainan, Sri) Change H not of this character but Visadrfa-parinima. Onc relation of 
the Gunas changes into another different from it and so on. 
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Vedānta of which we write is monistic. In the same way the notion of 
Prakrti as constituted of three factors or Gunas is accepted. Still more is 
this the case with Sakta doctrine, which is based on the Sāmkhya with this 
difference, that it also denies that Prakrti is an independent principle. 
There is one Brahman of two aspects static and kinetic. As pure unchanging 
Consciousness It is the one Siva who takes the place of the plurality of 
liberated selves. Active Consciousness is the Power which effects change 
and appears as changing unconscious mind and matter. It is the One 
Supreme Power or Sakti (Mahd-fakti, Adya-Sakti) who takes the place of 
the independent Samkhyan Prakrti, though the name Prakrti is retained. 
She is the Divine Mother (Ambika) of all. As the Power of Consciousness 
or: Siva, or more strictly Consciousness as Power, She has two aspects— 
Her supreme or own (Svariipa) aspect in which She is (as is Siva) Pure 
Consciousness," and an aspect in which She appears as the universe. 
As such She is Maya-Sakti constituted of the three Gunas.2 It is She then 
who appears in and as mind and matter, who is both the Form which is 
these and the Spirit which ensouls them. The Samkhyan Prakrti has been 
personified but without ground. Rather is Prakrti a dark impersonal 
form, a veil, a mystery, like the Maya of Samkaracarya’s Vedanta. 

To the Sakta on the other hand the Mother of the world is a Divine 
Person, the Supreme “I” (Pirpdharit) in which all other limited Egos are. 
She is not and cannot be some independent Principle, for She is the Power 
of Siva and Power and Power-holder (Saktiman) are one. Man is three- 
fold as Spirit, Mind, Body. As Spirit he is Siva who, in Himself, is pure 
Consciousness. As Mind and body he is Siva as Power, or “God in Action” 
or Sakti. That Power contracts consciousness in those subject to it.3 The 
same Power in the liberating aspect expands man’s consciousness until 
it becomes infinite and one with Hers. Maya-Sakti is the Mother Herself 
as the World-Creatrix. Avidya-Sakti is the Mother in the form of man 
and all other beings and things. These are a mixture of Consciousness- 
unconsciousness, for in this world neither exists alone. There is no pure 
consciousness (for that means no world), except for the Yoga-Experience 
which transcends world-experience. Nothing on the other hand is absolutely 


: Gectpk or Cinmayiéakti. This is Para-Sakti. 
Will and samay alti: These Gunas are gross forms of Her as the Powers of Knowledge; 


» This is Avidya-Sakti (ignorance), The Devi or Mother as Maya is not affected 
Rae Power She wields. t is in Her called Maya is in the individual, subject to it, 
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unconscious, for Consciousness is immanent in all beings and things. 
What seems to be unconscious is the Mother hiding Herself under the veil 
of forms: the thicker the veil (the more of Tamas Guna as the Hindu would 
say) the more apparently unconscious a being or thing appears to be. 
All is Consciousness. All is Brahman. All is the Mother whose power it 
is to obscure Her changeless Self in changing forms of Mind and Matter. 
Consciousness is the Mother-Power in Its supreme nature (Svariipa). 
Mind is a veiled form of that Power. Matter is a more densely veiled form 
of the same. Throughout we are in union with the Supreme I (Aham). 

Here we pass from the mere philosophising of Samkhya to Sakta 
worship. So far however as its philosophical basis is concerned, it agrees, 
subject to modifications mentioned, with Samkhya and generally with 
ordinary Vedantic views as to the nature of Mind and its faculties and 
Matter and its properties.! Consciousness is of course distinct from Mind. 
The former is mindless Being. Mind however does not exist otherwise 
than’ in association with consciousness with which it is intermingled. 
Indian Mind—Antahkarapa or Inner organ—the three species of subjective 
activity of functioning, viz., Buddhi, Aharkara, Manas above described, 
illumined by Consciousness. 

Consciousness is the causal body, for out of it is evolved Mind and 
other elements of the subtle body, sheathed in Matter as the gross body. 
Between mind and matter there is no essential difference. They are cach 
forms of the one Substance-Energy or Supreme Power, variously veiled 
and in differing collocations. There is no real partition? between “un- 
extended” mind and “extended” matter. Both are abstractions of 
concrete experience which in itself is always extensive and even Immense 


(hence the term Brahman which is infinite Consciousness or Experience) 


such as Maya, Vivartta and Parinama (see as to the 
istincti nta-paribhasa, Vedanta-kalpa taru-parimala in Sūtra 1—2—21” and 
distinction, Vedanta-pari yy oie Arancia ao 
ada-Tilaka, 1—27 as to this, Trivitkara 1 
of Devas, water and earth-dwellers, etc.) andl details He as inchsioe. of Prana amongst 
itta (memory) as a separate Tattva an soon, È 7 
F Tavas Cina (mamy padhyäya favours me with the following (amet ised. with 
some observations of my own) note on extensiveness and extension W aa 
views expressed in his “ ‘Approaches to Truth” and “Patent Wonder”, portion O is > 
work on Indian Culture. 
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is always an universe composed of many elements of feeling, ideas, and so 
forth in which our practical interest emphasises a few features and veils 
the rest though given.! The experience of the limited or Measured (universe) 
is actually (though not pragmatically) that of the Unmeasured (Brahman), 
Man is thus always experiencing Brahman without recognising it. (The 
teaching of Monistic Vedantic and in particular Sakta teaching? is that 
we must ever recognise this. If man’s experience is thus unified with 
Brahman then the world is a true source of enjoyment, and liberating 
timeless Bliss is in this way, and according to the perfection of such 
recognition, attained. It is said in the Tantras that the world was created 
in and by Bliss. The birth of the world gives no pangs to the World-Mother. 
It is the separation from and ignoring of Her which is pain in the 
creature.) 

Apart from what was stated previous to this interposition, “Extensive” 
does not mean immense or unbounded necessarily. It means an experience 
that has a field having any magnitude and not therefore a point. Any 
experience (whether a mental image or an outer perception) has a field 
more or less wide. Experience is always Vibhu or all-extensive though by 
practical veiling or ignoring, this Vibhu appears to contract into more or 
less measured fields: and this sort of secming or pragmatic contraction 
can even approximate to the other end of the pole, the Anu or atomic 
point which is an ideal limit. (The term “seeming” indicates the Maya- ` 
vada view. According to the Sakta standpoint, there is a real contraction 
(Samkoca) as manifested Power of an unchangeable Power-holder. This 
antinomy it does not pretend to solve. This distinction does not affect the 
matter in hand.) For when a man thinks that he is attending to a point 
his experience is not really exhausted in that point. 

Experience has ever then a ficld and perhaps an unmeasured field 
though this is practically ignored. By “field” is not meant an outer field 
always: it means a mass or tissue of experience which can be analysed 
into parts. A partless experience would be atomic or Anu: but this is an 
ideal limit only: ordinarily at any rate every experience has parts. An 


experience may be homogeneous or heterogeneous as regards its consti- 


S 

2 Thus when I say that I am secin i 

d l g a star I am actually sccing many though one 
prominently. Besides at that moment I have also other kinds of sensations (sounds, smells, 


j tae mia igno € because they happen to be irrelevant to my present purpose. 
: cular use to it everything 7 a _ Tts Maya 
being Brahman itself as Power. ing is Brahman in the fullest sense. y: 
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tution.’ Psychology also attributes extensiveness to sensations.2 Organic 
feclings such as headache, heart-palpitation are felt to be less extensive 
than feelings of general uncasiness such as fatigue, sleepiness, hunger and 
so forth. Thus cxtensiveness is a property regarding which sensations 
and also ideas may be compared with one another. 

Summarising the above we may say that the ground of all experience 
is the Ether of Consciousness, or Cida-kasa as Vedanta calls the Supreme 
or Perfect Experience. The Experience itselfis felt or intuited as an Universe 
to which no definite bounds can be set. Within this universe, we seize 
upon (swayed by pragmatic interests) a definite portion or section? and 
bring it into prominence and veil or ignore the rest, though given. Then 
we think and talk as though this selected part or section were the whole 
Fact. Thus I say “I am experiencing a particular pain now”, and so on. 
This section also is a field in the sense explained: it is a definite measured 
ficld. This ficld may tend to contract more or less closely into a point. 

Whilst extensiveness belongs to both mind and matter, in the latter 
case it takes a new form, involving as it does suggestions of muscular effort 
or rather of tactuo-muscular sensations. Here extensiveness becomes 
extension. Any mental state has its extensiveness or voluminousness besides 
intensity and protensity or duration. Its extensiveness is not essentially 
different from that of a material object, say a block of stone; the latter 
only explicitly involves suggestions of tactuo-muscular experience, such 
as up and down, near and far, right and left, inwards and forwards. A 
priori also this ought to follow. Gidakaga is immensity of consciousness 
or awareness. All forms of existence, whether subjective or objective, are 
Cidakafa or supreme, infinitely full, and entire Consciousness veiled variously 
by Māyā-Śakti. (From the Sakta standpoint it is Consciousness as Power 
veiling itself.) Hence all the products of Maya can only be carved out of, 
and must be imbedded in, that Immensity. 

And all, whether mind or matter are in essence one, for they are 
at root varying transformations of the one Power. Both the senses (Indya) 


leg, I sensing or imaging this white shect of paper. This is homogencous 
experience. It has EACS demectand therefore it is a field. An cxperience which is a 
mixture of sounds, colours, and any etes crete has span eet has oaks ie 

i t to be m 
2 6g, the roar of ain or the hand placed on the back of another is felt by that 
i the tip of a finger so placed. aa 

as As Professor 1 P.N. Mukhyo adhaya appropriately calls it, since the Vedantic name _ 
for the Supreme experience or Brahman is the Whole (Pūrna). It is Akharda that is 
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and their chief Manas on the one side and the subtle matter, which by 
addition of mass (Tamoguna) becomes gross matter, derive from the same 
principle! of apperception or Ahamkdra which issues from Buddhi, as the 
latter does from the Finitising Principle or root of all things, which considered 
as a Force, is Prakrti (and as a Personal Power an aspect of the Mother 
of the universe—Her Infinite Womb). Mind is that Immensity veiled 
in a way. Matter is also that same Immensity veiled in another way. 
It is true that mental activity has in some cases to be conceived as being 
focussed, as converging in a point and diverging from a point. So far 
as that is true, the Nyāya view of the inextended Manas which is atomic 
(Anu) is also relatively true. But this should not be taken to mean that 
Buddhi and Manas are essentially different from Matter and that their 
contrast is given by non-extension and extension respectively. 

It has been supposed that the mind is not in space and that therefore 
it has neither extension nor motion. Space is regarded’as something external 
to it. Akasa as Space is not essentially distinct from ultimate Reality or 
Brahman. The quasi-material Ether (Bhitakdsa) is merely the Ether of 
Consciousness (Cidakasa) veiled in a way. The immensity of the former 
is the immensity of the latter, though of course the immensity of Experience 
or Cit is the fuller Immensity (Pärna) of the two.2 Mind then exists, operates 
and moves in space,3 a statement which has an important bearing on 
Yoga, and occultism, such as thought-transference. 

7 

All Psychology recognises the trinitys of Knower or Subject (Jiata) 
Known or Object (Jeya) and Knowing (Jñāna)s which is stress or inter- 
action between the two. All these are however sections® of Consciousness,’ 


1 So in the Vedantic sch e sors ts 

of a act of Ta ja es eme both mind and matter are derived from differing aspec 
ce P.N. Mukhyopadhyaya’s “Approaches to Truth” and “Patent Wonder”. 
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so that in perception we have not to deal with foreign matter as common- 
sense thinks, but it is merely a transaction between one Fact-section and 
another : between one condition of Consciousness or Experience and another. 
The first is Consciousness conditioned by Mind (Antahkarana) ; the second 
is Consciousness conditioned by the material object in relation to which 
the mind energises or functions: and the third is Consciousness conditioned 
by the functioning of mind. Consciousness being polarised into “I? (Aham) 
and “this” (Zdam) therc is an interaction between the two. Mind (Antah- 
karana) is with parts' and can move in space. Mind is a changing and 
differentiating thing. Mind is capable of moving from place to place and 
assuming the form of the objects of perception.2 This going out to an object 
and taking its shape? is actual. The mind (I speak of Antahkarana) is a radiant 
and transparent and light‘ Substance and can travel like a ray of light 
out through a sense organ. Mind is thus an active force, a form of the general 
Active Power or Sakti.s As the brain, the organ of mind, is enclosed in 
an organic envelope, solid and in appearance closed, the imagination has a 
tendency to picture it as being isolated from the exterior world, though 
in truth it is in constant contact with it through a subtle and constant 
exchange of secret activities.‘ These exist as unconscious psychological 
phenomena some of which rise to the level of consciousness.7 The mind 
is not according to Indian ideas (as it has been sometimes regarded in 
the West) something static, passive, and merely receptive. It takes an 
active part in perccption both by reason of its activity and the nature 
of that activity as caused by its latent tendencies (Samskdras). Cerebral 
activity further takes place not only in the mind itself, but radiates into 
space beyond the limits of the human organism where it makes for itsclf 
a sphere of action. This activity may display itsclf either in perception, 
the matter with which we are here directly concerned, or in such occult 


1 Savayava. Mind is created, that is, has a beginning. What is created is not partless, 
for creation is a putting together of parts. 

2 Artha, Visaya. 

3 Visayakararita. See Brhad.—Up., + 

Eee Yrtti) of the root Natural Principle is active and moving 

S ificati tti) of the root Natural Erin i i 2 i 
just an SN Chine static in nature. The mind in particular is,always 
‘undergoing conscious or unconscious modification (Vrtti). en ; Te. 

6 See La realité du monde sensible par Jean Jaurés cited in Emile Boirac “La 
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pire first in the West to formulate the conception of such 
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phenomena as thought-transference, magnetism, healing and so forth.! 
Here the mind not merely knows, but particularly through the faculty of 
all generates a motor force upon exterior objects. Consciousness (Cit) 
is everything? but it has been veiled in the universe. It is revealed in those 
things in which mind is, or to which it goes out and which it illumines, 
Because Mind is the revealer of Consciousness it is the highest manifestation, 
in varying degrees, of the nature of the Supreme Power. Consciousness 
is eternally self-manifest. It is reflected however only by that which is 
capable of such reflection, just as the sun is reflected by a mirror. The 
Mind is thus a refiner of the veil,3 which enables man to manifest consci- 
ousness in varying degree until by Yoga and climination of mind, passage 
is made into Mindless Consciousness. 

The following well-known passage from Vedantaparibhasa gives 
an account of perception. ‘As water from a tank may flow through a 
channel into a plot of land and assume its shape (square, triangular or 
any other form) so the radiant mind (Taijasa Antahkarapa) goes cut through 
the eye or any other sense organ to the place where an object is and becomes 
transformed into the shape of that object. This modification of the 
Aniahkarapa-stuff is called Vytis Such going out is subject to certain 
conditions. The object must be Yoga, that is must satisfy certain conditions 
in order that it may at all draw out the Antahkarana to itself. 

On this and in this connection Professor P. N. Mukhyopadhyaya 
observes: “Western psychology gives us a one-sided view of perception: 
an external stimulus acting upon a sense organ (e.g., an ether-wave acting 
on the retina). The more vital side of the picture is however given by 
the above account quoted: the mind goes out as a radiant energy and 
takes the shape of the object. In the Vedanta view the stress is laid on 
this side of the affair, though the object’s part is also recognised in the 
stipulation of Yogyata. (For the mind does not go out everywhere and 


The Conia instance a form of initiation (Diksa) to which I have referred in 
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always but only when certain conditions are fulfilled, among which we 
may suppose the tapping on the nerves by objective stimulation, the 
action on the body, to be one, the mind’s Samskara or predisposition or 
interest in a given perception to be another, and there may be other 
subtler conditions.) Thus the Vedanta view would appear to be a fuller 
view of the matter than the commonly accepted psychology of perception 
in the West. The ‘jump’ from the neurosis to the psychosis is a pretty 
long jump and an inexplicable one in Western psychology. The affair 
is explained only up to the stimulation of the Annamayakosa (the peripheral 
organs and the brain); but there is no suspicion of the really important 
steps in the process, viZ., the re-action of the Antahkarapa and the Prapa 
(vital principle) on the Tamasika (veiling) crust of the object. Really, 
object =subject=the interaction= Consciousness differently encrusted or 
veiled. The Antahkarana is belicved to be a stuff that being Sativika (Consci- 
ousness-revealing) and Taijasa (radiant) can go out and invade the Tama- 
sika (veiling) crust of consciousness in the form of object (Visaya-cailanya), 
envelop and infuse it’ by its own luminosity (somewhat like the X-rays 
which are themselves ordinary invisible, but make opaque things trans- 
parent) and thereby discover the essential identity between itself and the 
object: it is the finding out of this essential identity between Consciousness 
as the Knower (Visayacaitanya) and that between Consciousness as Knowing 
(Pramana-caitanya) and Consciousness as object (Visaya-caitanya) which 
makes the substance of Perception according to Vedanta.” 

(In terms of Sakta doctrine Mair, Mana, Meya or Knower, Knowing, 
Known are the gist (Samkalilartha) of the term Sakti. Tt is these three which 
are referred to in the triplication of the Supreme Point or Bindu in which 
Consciousness commences to contract and thus subjectify itself as the 


Knower of objects.) ; aoe : 
In perception there is a feeling of directness or immediatencss. This 


feeling of directness! is and can be the import of Cit or Consciousness or 
Brahman only. Thus in any direct apprehension of objects we are really 
face to face with Consciousness or Brahman Itself All differences (Bheda) 
are so many barriers set up by the magic of the veil which is Sakti as 
Maya: in each act of perception a barrier is momentarily removed so that 
the underlying and essential unity is recognised. As Professor P. N. Mukhyo- 


padhyaya well says “Perception is thus an act of owning : the self owning another 
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which it has disowned in practice (vyavahāra)”. As however he is careful 
to point out this act of owning or identifying in common perception is 
rather a confused sort of recognition, not possessing the clear import of 
such ownings as “Tat tvam asi” (That thou art) “Aham Brahma” (I am 
Brahman), So’ ham (He I am) or as the Saktas also say Sa’ham (She I am). 
It is a kind of unconscious owning in actual fact, Philosophically recognised 
by reflection, but actually realised by the supreme experience of identity 
to which these sayings refer. 

Immediacy or intuition or direct cognition! (Saksatkara) may relate 
to two aspects of perception, viz., the Knower, or to the objcct or the 
Known. How then is the sensation-complex on Fytti intuited? A sensation 
is a state of the Antahkarana: how then do we become directly aware 
of it?? 

The conditions of a direct perception or intuition of a sensation- 
complex or Vrtti are (a) the Vytti must be Yogay (must satisfy the conditions), 
for every Vriti of the Antahkarapa is not that; (b) the object must also be 
Yogya in relation to its appropriate sense-organ in order that the particular 
sensation may be cogniscd; (c) there must be occupation of the same 
position in space? by the Priti and the object; (d) lastly Vartamanata or 
the object being present actually at the moment of the Vriti is another 
condition of direct cognition. Otherwise there is only recollection or 
anticipation. The Mind-Ray goes out to where the object is, envelopes 
it, takes its likeness and this objective double constituted of Mind-stuff 
(Antahkarana) is the Vrtti. Thus when a jar is seen, the double or zriti must 
also be projected and localised there: without such projection and locali- 
sation there is no sense perception, though there may be recollection or 
imagination. Such projection and localisation are also recognised by 
Western Psychology, but then it does not say that this going out and 
taking the shape of the object is actual. By actual going out, enveloping 
and so forth the essential identity between subject and object is recognised 
which is the essence of perception. Western Psychology leaves this essence 
of perception unexplained. 

; On this it is to be observed that Antahkarana Vyitis may be uncon- 
scious or rather subconscious. This corresponds to unconscious ideation 
or unconscious mental modification of some schools of Western Psychology- 
To engage the Antahkarana and to be in it, is not therefore the same thing 
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as being cognised. The revealing power of the Antahkarana has its degrees. 
The Antahkarana of an ordinary man can reveal matters, whether things 
or processes, only within certain narrow limits; but by Sadhana’ these 
limits can be more and more widened and this process is called Sativashuddhi., 
Thus Yogyald or competency in (a) and (b) is relative to the state of purifi- 
cation of Antahkarana. The ordinary experiencer does not cognise directly 
(though he can roughly infer) the Samskaras or tendencies laid in the 
Antahkarana, but it is claimed that a Yogin can, and when he does he remem- 
bers his past and future cycles of birth. Again a colour-sensation for example 
of a certain requisite degree of intensity, duration and remoteness only 
rises into consciousness. We are blind to sensations (they are sensations 
in so far as they are modifications of Citta or Antahkarana and not of the 
cerebral tissucs only) lying beyond our normal limits of sensational intensity. 
But in clairvoyance and Yoga these subliminal sensations may be known. 
Referring to the third condition, it is necessary that the Antahkarapa should 
go out to where the object is, envelop, and pervade it with its own innate 
transparency and thus establish the equation between itself? and the 
object.3 When the Antahkarana does not go out to the object and establish 
the equation there is inference, but not direct cognition. This process 
may be compared with what Western Psychology describes as a localisation 
of sensation. ‘Occupying the same position in space” is laid down as 
an essential condition. 

There are rules also for the direct perception (Pratyaksa) of the object 
itself as distinguished from the mental state in relation, dealt with as 
above. It may be premised that Vedanta, though maintaining the essential 
unity (every-thing is Git) of perceiver, perception, and perceived (the 
object in itself or the thing in itself as Kant would say),$ yet distinguishes 
them from each other on account of their separate Upddhis or veilings. 
They are thus the same and yet are not the same. They are the same 


in so far as they are ultimately Siva or Git, and they are the same in so far 


as they are also the one Power or Substance-Energy which is Sakti. But 


as manifestations thereof they vary- Vedanta is not agnosticism because 
the thing as it is (not of course fully) is directly intuited by us: we do not 
simply know the appearance of a thing: we get at the underlying Reality 


a Antahkaraņa-vrttyavacchinna-caitanya. eia 
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which is Cit and which is the same as in us. It is however agnosticism in 
relation to the nature and working of Maya. 

The conditions under which the object itself is intuited are (a) the 
equation between Antahkarana itself and not merely its modification (Vyiti) 
and the object must be shown: that is the latter must be known as possessing 
an existence' not essentially distinct from that of the subject.2 For this 
it is necessary that there should be a Priti in the subject or Antahkarana 
resembling the object: for this going out to the object is necessary; (b) 
the object must be Yogya or fit for the subject’s intuition as before. 

In plain language: when I a see jar and know that I directly perceive 
it, I must first have the object exciting through the physical? and vital 
sheaths the Antahkarapa (which is the mental sheath),’ which then goes out 
toit. The Antahkarapa temporarily removes, so to say, the gross ( Tāmasika) 
crust or veil of the jar and thus brings out the essential unity between the 
consciousness “imprisoned” in that inert “other.” It is thus the knowing 
(as perception and not in the Yoga sense) of the equation between self and 
other. In Consciousness (Cidriipipi) there is a veiling which is Conscious- 
ness Power which again is Maya-Sakti in association with Cit-Sakti. This 
veiling ranges from the slightest to the heaviest, according to the. predo- 
minance of the Factors of Power. The former is Mind at its highest, 
that is consciousness lightly veiled: the latter is gross matter in which 
Consciousness is most veiled. Outgoing activity here slows down and 
becomes, so far as any further advance is concerned, a static crust. At 
each end and throughout there is the same Consciousness (Cit-Sakti) and 
Substance —Energy (Maya-Sakti)—the one Mother of worship. But 
as we proceed from Buddhi to gross sensible matter through the various 
faculties and senses, Sativa or the Factor of Power as the Illuminator 
becomes less, and Tamas the Factor of Power as the Veiler becomes pre- 
dominant. The wholly veiled object is presented to the less and less 
veiled senses, Manas, Ahamkara and Buddhi, when the Self which is in the 
form of Buddhi recognises itself in fact, though it is not consciously affirmed 
in the form of object. Cognition is then a kind of recognition, the self 
knowing its self-form. Ecstatic knowing (Samadhi) or spiritual knowing 
in Yoga is the experience by the formless Self of Itself. In the former 
both Mind and Matter are active. The latter is apparently inert but 


; Satta. 2 Pramitr. 
Annamaya-kola 4 Pranama 
5 That is the two sheaths Manomaya and Vijitesmnaya, 
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is only relatively so and is like all living forms a Magazine of Power.: 


Both Mind and Matter are constantly active to affect one another. In 
1842 Moser maintained that two bodies of whatever nature constantly 
imprinted their image one upon the other even when placed in complete 
obscurity.! For every manifestation of Power is active, Activity being 
the essential character of Sakti, as Rest is of Consciousness of which it is 
the Power. In fact the whole world is a criss-cross play of mutual influen- 
ces, a fact the Hindu has long known. 

As far back as 1914 before the more general recognition of occult 
as well as positive sciences to-day, Madame de Stael2 when speaking 
of the rapports betwcen metals and planets and the influence of these 
rapports on human life said “Why not give the experimental method a 
wider philosophical concept, which would embody the universe in its 
ensemble and would not turn up its nose to the ‘nocturnal’ side of nature, 
while .waiting for more light.” By occult phenomena we understand 
not something supernatural, something not related in a regular and con- 
stant form to the ensemble of the forces and laws of the universe which 
is throughout one, but as obeying one law governing all phenomena. 
It is in rapport to ourselves and not in themselves that they differ from 
the ordinary and constant sensorial phenomenon. With these latter 
we are here concerned. But the obvious or gross (Sthila and the occult 
or subtle (Saksma) or Cryptoidal Phenomena are governed by the same 
law. It may be said that these views make of mind a material thing. 
That in a sense is what the Vedanta alleges it to be. The Siva-Samhita¢ 
in conformity with the Chandogya-Sruti says that the finest parts of the 
food eaten goes to build or repair the Liùgadeha or mental body.‘ Mind 
however is not materjal in the gross sense that “Matter” is, but in a finer 
and quasi-material sense. All is, in this sense “material” which is not 
Spirit (Atma).7 Spirit does not interact. Mind and Matter which are 
forms of its Power do so. It is because they are at base the one and same 
Consciousness-Power that Mind can know Matter. 


i i ir i isible by the projection 
1 Thus illustrated prints leave their on glass made visi 
TCury; chlorine tc. 
of vapour such as the vapour Of mercury e Boirac “Ea, Peychologie Taconnuc.” 
‘V. Patala, 75-77. by a T amish: 
7 Thos peer of mat Spin Dit Sit ee (a aan Cte thee 
chi ical envelope. Brahman is Amanah). 
hot hie payag thought unconsciousness, but freedom of Consciousness from the 


limitation of mind. 
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The one formless Supreme Self (Siva-Sakti-Tattva) in which subject 
and object coalesce in the Knowledge and Love of the formless Self of 
and for Itself appears, through its power, as the subject-form which has 
knowledge and ignorance, like and dislike for the object-form, both of 
such limited forms being aspects, subtile and gross, of the Supreme Self. 
That Self is known in world-expericnce in every act of cognition and feeling. 
The transcendental Self is realised in the ecstasy of Yoga (Samadhi) when 
the Self “stands away from” its limited vehicles of Mind and Body. This 
is the Experience-Whole of infinitely rich content. All other experience 
is of sections of that Whole. The experience of the Supreme I is “I am 
this universe.” The limited I identifies himself with a particular mind 
and body in it. To the yogi the whole world is his body and therefore 
there is nothing outside him as in the case of those who experience through 
mind and body. This knowledge is bondage. They who surpass and 
are freed of it are mindless. But man must first use his mind. It is said 
“thinking of that which is nameless the stage is reached which is called 
Sakta”’:! that is the inner state of which Matter and Mind are the outward 
expression. 

The Vedanta does not teach any intuitionalism which discards 
intellect. On the contrary the Upanisad says (Br.-Up., iv 5, “the self 
must be seen, heard, thought upon and deeply pondered. Atma vā are 
drasrayyah, Ssrotavyo, mantauyo, nididhyasitavyah.” It isnot by discarding 
any part of the limited self that the Full Self is known, but by the develop- 
ment of the limited self in every part and as a whole into the Whole. 

8 

All theory should suggest a practice whereby that which the former 
declares of value may be achieved through the latter. As I have elsewhere 
said the Indian quest is practical. Philosophising is not done because 
of mere intellectual curiosity but as part of a disciplinary system (Sadhana) 
enjoined for realization by the limited self of its own unlimited and essential 
nature. That nature has its intellectual aspect and is expressed as Reason. 
For what is irrational cannot be spiritually true. 

From what has been stated it has been scen that Man’s essential 
nature enjoys perfect experience. For it is the Whole which is unlimited 
Being (Sat), unconditioned Consciousness (Cit), and perfect and unbroken 
Bliss (Akhanda-Ananda). Mind and Body are an expression of its Divine 
Power whereby Consciousness is finitised in the individual centres. It 

1 Siva-Siitra-Vimardin, X. 
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is the essential characteristic of Power as such (Sakti) to negate or veil 
infinite being and infinite experience so that it becomes finite being and 
finite experience.’ But the negation or veiling exists in degree. It is 
much less in the case of Mind than in that of Matter, which to the limited 
experiencer is that which is other than -and apart from the experiencing 
subject. Again in the case of Mind the degree of veiling of Consciousness 
varics. There is not Matter in which Mind is not present, though patent 
or latent in varying degrees. This follows from the scheme of the involu- 
tionary principles (Tattva) from Buddhi downwards, and the doctrine 
that the effect is the cause modified. From Buddhi the first psychical 
principle of Ahamkara is derived; that is Buddhi remains what it is as cause 
and is transformed into Ahamkara as effect. Ahamkāra or Asmita is the 
individualising and therefore centre-making principle. From it is derived 
subtle matter and from the latter gross matter. Therefore all matter is 
individualised or is a Self, in which the psychical principles from which 
it is evolved lic veiled. An atom of Hydrogen is a Self and a Man is a 
Self, though the latter is and the former is not, a developed Self with 
fully realised Self-Consciousness. In the effect there is the cause and 
therefore in gross visible matter (Bhila) there is that from which it is 
produced, viz., subtle matter and the I-making principle (Ahamkara) 
from which the latter is derived. In Ahamkara again there is Buddhi. 
Mind however is so hidden and undeveloped in inorganic matter that 
its only expression is an extremely rudimentary response to stimuli made 
apparent by scientific experiment, such as those, now well-known, of the 
distinguished Indian Scientist Sir Jagadish Bose. Yet even here it may 
be that onc kind of “non-living” Matter may be more responsive than 
another. 

All Matter as everything else is composed of the three factors (Guna) 
of the Natural Principle (Prakrti) which is the source of both Mind and 
Matter. All Matter has then Sativaguna in it, that is a Principle which 
reflects or manifests Consciousness. Differences however exist between 
the various kinds of Matter, “non-living” and “Jiving’’, as regards the 
degree to which the Sativa or manifestation of Consciousness is veiled 
by Tamas-Gupa, or that factor in Being which obscures Consciousness by 
oe ee Se ce ER Vaart Sas vey mbn 


“YB. is doctrine is explained by the simile of “light from light”, A second torch takes 
light from the first which yet remains itself undiminished. 
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suppressing the Sativa which manifests it. The first stage of evolution 
or liberation of Consciousness is the organisation of Matter by the vital 
Principle (Prana). As explained earlier in Life, Prana is a guiding, 
directing, and, to such extent, intelligent principle which organises Matter 
into living forms with increasing degree of freedom and greater and greater 
display of Consciousness. There is Consciousness in the lowest living 
forms, but there it is greatly veiled by the aspect of Power (Sakti) which 
is the specifically veiling principle (Tamas-Gupa). During the course 
of evolution, Mind which has been always present, however latent, is 
more and more developed until we arrive at the higher animals, the 
earliest primitive Men and then Man as he exists to-day. 

The process is the development of Mind and release of Consciousness 
under the influence of what has been called the Vital Impulse, itself un- 
explained. According to the Sakta doctrine however, this evolutionary 
impulse is one form of the eternally recurrent rhythm which is observed 
in (amongst other things) breathing, namely an outgoing and indrawing 
breath. So in the Macrocosm, Being of its nature (Svabhava) goes forth 
(Sys#) as Power involving itself in Mind and Matter, and then evolves 
itself out of Mind and Matter, and again involves itself in a process which 
is Eternal. This is the throb of the Heart of Power (Sakti) who is called 
the Heart of the Supreme Lord.' As this process involves all dualities 
and therefore suffering, those who are liberation-seekers (Mumuksu) strive 
to free themselves by various methods, some negative and others positive. 
The mass of men ignorant and careless are satisfied to enjoy the world 
and to take risks of suffering so unevenly distributed. With the former 
we are here concerned. 

Mindlessness (Unmani-Sakti) that is experience unconditioned by 
Mind, and therefore Being in all its infinite freedom and fulness is the 
aim and end. Mind, owing to the predominance of Satlva-Guna, reveals 
Consciousness more than Matter does: for the latter is dominated by the 
Veiling Factor of Nature (Tamo-guna). But Mind reveals Consciousness 
by degrees, some minds more than the rest. The purer the mind the 
Inore it reflects or manifests (whatever simile we apply) Consciousness. 
The object then of the self-realising discipline or Sadhana is to purify 
the Mind so that it may manifest Consciousness. Purity of Mind is 
therefore to be sought. “Pure” and “Purity” are not used in their sexual 
* sense only. This is only one and an elementary form of purity. It is 

1 Hydayam paramcéituh. 
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obvious that if a Mind is dominated by sensuous desires and images, it 
cannot reflect or show Spirit. For this reason the Tantras in specifying 
the qualifications of the proposed disciple exclude the lewd (Kamuka) 
and the glutton. It must be pure also in respect of other matters, and 
therefore free of greed, anger, envy and all else which is the mark of the 
impure Mind. Such a Mind is incapable of understanding spiritual 
things. But the Mind must not only be pure in the sense of freedom 
from what is bad, but must be positively kind and good -and free from error. 
Purification of Mind is called Citta-Suddhi. The Mind must be an efficient 
and trained instrument of knowledge which is its appropriate food, and 
should if necessary be sharpened by the study of logic and the practice 
of debate. It should be made capable in this and other ways of under- 
standing the highest metaphysical ideas. And so the disciple is recom- 
mended to study the sacred texts, Logic and Metaphysic. At the same 
time there should be devotion to and worship of God as the Mother-Power 
(one with Siva as unchanging Consciousness) who is called Lalita, Mahakali 
Mahi-tripurasundari, Mahakundalini and by other names which denote 
only aspects of the one Reality as Power. 

Ritual is the art of religion. The rituals are designed to secure 
realisation of Unity with Her. Sakta-Sadhana which term includes what 
is called in English “ritual”, is based on sound psychological principles 
with which I will deal’ in another volume. The ritual is an expression 
in action of the philosophical principles above described. Thus the 
whole evolving cosmic process is imagined in the rite called Bhita-Ssuddht, 
in which each of the lower principles is merged in the higher, until in 
imagination the abode of Siva-Sakti is reached." So-also the Sri- Yantra 
or Diagram represents both the body of the Sadhaka as the Microcosm 
and the whole universe.2 All ordinary acts and functions become worship 
by dedication to the Mother-Power, and self-identification with that 
Power in all physical functions and acts. The Sadhaka then realises 
himself as the Mother—Power in the form of himself. pane 

A type of the worshipper’s self-dedication is given in the Mahdnirodpa 
Tanira (V1. 178-181).2 f Tba 

«“Om—Whatever ere this I have done through the Mind, -Vital Airs 
and Body, whether when awake, or in dream, or dreamless sleep, whether 

gi So Prin is dissolved in ion paige ipa Be centres or cakras: 
= imaginati Y ‘Tantra; PY. slation of the Kémakalavilésa which deals * 
a See ari a SA also my (walt See “The Great Liberation.” 
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by mind, word or deed, whether by my hands, feet, belly or organ of 
generation, whatsoever I have thought or said—of all that I make an 
offering to Brahman. I and all that is mine I lay at the lotus fect of the 
Adya-Kali, Om Tat Sat.” After saying this, dedication is made of the 
Self2 The instructed worshipper knows that the self is dedicated to the 
Self, and that the Self, in the person of the worshipper, has thought, said 
and done all that is offered.s The unity of the self and Self is well brought 
out in the Mantra which is said over the elements in the circle of worship: 
“The act of offering is Brahman. The offering itself is Brahman. Into 
the fire which is Brahman offering is made by him who is Brahman. By 
him alone who is absorbed in the offering to Brahman is unity with Brah- 
man attained.‘ 

Not only must the Mind be purified, but care must be taken as regards 
what is offered to it. The Mind, as such, is never without an object. 
Care is therefore taken in the ritual to supply it with a good and divine 
object. As already stated the Mind goes out and shapes itself into what 
it knows. Therefore a divine object is presented to the Mind, so that 
it may shape itself into that. The Mind is, in its essential Nature, Cons- 
Ciousness. Mind as Mind obscures it. Endeavour is made by Sadhana, 
or worship and discipline, to lessen. this obscurity by purification of the 
Mind as an obscuring force. Sadhana is external and internal or mental 
(Manasa). When Mind is purified so as to manifest in high degree Cons- 
ciousness, then the Sédhaka enters Yoga by the practice of which the Mind 
so increasingly reflects Consciousness that it disappears as the stars of 
the midnight sky in the blazing light of the sun at midday.s If it be 
asked how this is possible, the answer from the worshipper’s standpoint 
is that all is possible by the co-operation of the individual and supreme 
Self. By worship there comes what is called the “Descent of Power” 
(Sakti-pata) or Grace (Anugraha) which strengthens the individual effort.¢ 

1Qm. That Being or li h 
N Aeman samarpaam. This is orars oi aing of the Self as Arghya at the 


. > Thus when the Sakta-Vira takes the Consecrated Wine, he offers it to the Mother 
eat imad a Sapat form in the Miladhara a Centre at the Page of the Spinal 
= drink it? By and through him who is a representative (Pratika) 

aera VIII, v. 215. 
; e questions is—does it, as a limited centre remain in fact, even if it disa) 
_ to view. According to some it d i ing “Li irdi np 
‘lathe eau i maak oring being “Like a bird in the forest”, 
fakti or power of the Mantra which he practises in Man 
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In monistic Yoga the Self works without another. In both cases the 
Self is working and because it is the Self which works, and because that in 
which it works or its vehicles is a form of the Self, it is capable of modifying 
and transforming them. For the result of all successful Sadhana and Yoga. 
is transformation. From the Sadhaka’s or worshipper’s standpoint there 
is worshipper, worship and worshipped. From the Yoga standpoint 
the transaction is wholly between the self and the Self and none other. 
The result (Siddhi) which is the attainment of the Experience-Whole 
(Pina) is gained by the use of all men’s faculties of knowing (ana) fecling 
or devotion (Bhakti) and good disinterested action (Karma). In each 
case one or other of these operate in greater or less degree. All lead to 
the same end.! But men are of differing temperament and their faculties 
vary in power. Some men will be drawn to the path of action, others 


unrestricted by the limiting forces of Mind. This is Cit or Pure Cons- 
ciousness—the Kiitastha-Siva which is full pure and Perfect Experience. 


1 And so it is said that there is no difference between Supreme Devotion (Parabhakti) 
fidna. 


and Jñāna. : i iF 
2 These terms mean “with Mind” and «without Mind” and are two aspects 
Consciousness Power: Sce The Serpent Powers and Garland of Letters. 

Ibid. 
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Tuus part treats of an important subject, for many persons find a difficulty 
in understanding the Vedantic doctrine as regards Matter. Others 
affirm that there is no such thing as Matter. It can be easily understood 
if we remember that Matter like Mind is potentially in, and is actually 
a form of, the ultimate Reality which is the Pirga or the Complete, the 
Full, the Whole, the infinite reservoir of Energy which appears as the 
Universe. It is there, as it is here. How ? Not of course as the gross 
Matter which is the object of the finite experiencer. Such matter has 
no existence apart from the finite centre which experiences it. Then 
again it is asked “how and in what way ?” Scientific or concep 

matter as now understood in the West is reduced to electrons and protons 
or units of electric charge which again are, according to some, strain 
forms in, and of, an ultimate substance or Ether, and which in any event 
are forms of Universal Energy. But what we objectively perceive as 
Energy is subjectively Will. Each limited centre is a manifestation of 
Energy and a source of it within the universal scheme of which it is a part. 
But that whole scheme is a manifestation of the Supreme Will, 


(Samskara). It then is in the Power of the Sup 
towards manifestation. - Tendency of what 


Experience. The tendency is Power which is then ee m sa rive 
s i object. 1s 
we call Matter is then the Self as its own j R limited 


ide of, and separate from, the subject. 
ject as other than itself there is creation or 

i It is eternal and recurrent. 
eed and fruit. The 


t Adie . as Matter 
seed is tendency in the supreme and infinite Realy AEE The 


to the finite centre. It is potential energy 9: : : ; 
fruit is that tendency realised as Matter and the Mind which experiences 
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it. It always is as the power to become of Being, and recurrently exists 
as that Power manifested as psychic, vital and physical Energy in the 
form of Mind, Life and Matter. We do not thus let go of Matter (in 
one sense or another) at any time. The Finite Centre senses it now as 
something other than the Self. The Infinite Whole in which these centres 
exist experiences it as Itself. For the Power to appear as mind and matter 
is one with the Power-holder (Saktiman). 

In the same way Mind ever is as seed or fruit. As fruit it is limited 
Git or Consciousness which has, as its objects, Matter and all forms consti- 
tuted of it. As seed, it is the Power (Sakti) which is then one with un- 
limited Consciousness (Cit). The complete I (Pirpaham) is Experience 
as the Whole in which there is no separate subject and object but the 
Self knows and feels, that is loves, the Self, in which Self as Power is the 
potency of limited experience as the finite selves and their separate objects. 
The experience of the limited “I” (Aham) is an experience of a self as 
separate from its object or Matter which it knows and feels through Mind 
—a limiting force constituting the individual Consciousness. 

Science by “dematerialising” “matter” has made a long step towards 
the acceptance of Vedanta : for gross matter is reduced by some to Energy 
of and in some substance which is not gross Matter. Nevertheless it 
remains a quasi-material object. Vedanta says that both it and Mind 
are forms of the one Power or Sakti which existing in those two forms.is, 
in itself, one with the Power-Holder who is the Supreme Consciousness 
or Cit. Consciousness then as Consciousness-Power or Energy is at the 

' back of everything. Since this book was written the English edition 
of Professor Lewis Rongier’s “La Materialisation de Energie” has come 
to my hands. This is a lucid resume of recent physical investigations 
in which the view is taken that Energy is a substance which materialises 
as the sensible Universe which does not on that account lose the reality 


of the substantial characteristics which external perception and common 
sense have attributed to it. 


as something evil and sometimes as unreal. From the following pages 
it will appear clear that this is not the Sakta View. For, in the first place, 
what is it according to such views ? It is the Gross (Sthila) form of the 
Mother-Power which evolves the Universe. It is the form in which the 
Ultimate Reality is touched and handled. In the second place, is it real ? 
The answer developed in “Reality” (see ante) is, that-it is real, for it is a 
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form of Daivi Sakti or Supreme Power which is real, being one with the 
Ultimate Reality itself (Katastha-Siva) who is the possessor of such power. But 
neither it, nor any other form (and Form implies finiteness) has the reality 
of the Ultimate Real—Ens Realissimum—for the latter endures changelessly 
in past, present and future, whereas Matter as such is in each universe 
developed from Power, and at the end of the Universe is absorbed in the 
Power from which it issued. Matter is real in the sense—that it is a reality 
independent of human appreciation, that is, it is not merely a creation 
of the human mind. Dematcrialisation means the reduction of gross, 
so-called ponderable Matter into points of stress. What has been called 
ponderable Matter on the other hand has been described to be a form 
of Energy enormously accumulated in a narrowly circumscribed region 
of space. Nor again does Matter become unreal because recent Science 
has dematerialised it. It is not “illusion.” “Illusion” is a misleading 
rendering of the word ‘Maya’ by those who did not know sufficiently 
Sanskrit or English or were possibly—misled by other phrases, e.g., 
‘Mrgairsn@ (‘Mirage’)—a term to be found in Advaitavada relative to the 
reality of the Supreme Brahman as compared with the passing Universe. 
Maya comes from the root mā—to measure. Maya is not “illusion? but 
power by which things are measured. Miyate anena iti Maya, i.e., the 
principle of form or finitisation. But finitisation is not illusion. What 
is experienced by all normal experiencers cannot be an illusion in the 
English sense of that term.' Then is it Evil ? Essentially it cannot be 
so, for it is a manifestation of Daivi-Sakti which is Supreme Consciousness 
as Power. Nor even considered abstractedly as Matter, i.e., apart from 
its combinations—is it so ? 

As regards such combinations, it must be noted that according to 
Hindu views the gross material universe is a duality (Dvandva) of good 
and evil, of happiness and sorrow and of all other opposites which are 
themselves each relative. They are never absolutely separated from 
one another. Thus nothing is entirely good nor bad. Some physical 
things and events and some living entities are injurious and others favour- 
able to man, and to some men and not to others or may be not favourable 
to any man but to some other living creatures, and so on. We do not 
complain of the matter of our body when in health. But we may do so 
— i ilasion is pratibhadi ā i Vedanta docs not 
Dak eon thie freee = safer of sie eo ria Suita being for itis ^ 
real while it lasts. | ; 
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in disease. The same ship which makes shipwreck in a storm to the 
misery and death of its passengers has probably swiftly, safely and com- 
fortably carried many others. Much evil is the cost price which we 
have to pay for what is good. Matter fer se is neither good nor evil, but 
particular forms of it, or uses to which it is put, may be either good or 
evil relatively to some subject. In such case, it is the Mind which gives 
the direction which spells goodness or evil. The Universe of Mind and 
Matter is neither good nor bad. A Hindu is neither a pessimist nor an 
optimist in the ordinary sense of these terms. He sees that the world is 
a world of opposities, that duality involves such opposities and those 
who desire freedom from such duality, its risks and pains, seek liberation. 
This liberation is not, according to the method of the School, an “escape” 
from Matter, but a knowledge of what Matter really is and a Yogic trans- 
formation of the Self whose gross Vesture it is. By Sadhana and Yoga, 
Matter is recognised for what it really is, and thereafter there is, in consci- 
ousness, sublimation of Matter into its Essence. 5 

I will in conclusion repeat what I have said elsewhere (Sakti and Sakta). 

“And yet as extremes meet, so having passed through our present 
condition we may regain the truths perceived by the simple, not only 
through formal worship but by that adoration which consists of the pursuit 
of all knowledge and science after the husk of all material thinking has 
been cast aside. By this adoration, intellectual approach is made to 
the Brahman. For him who sees the Mother-Power in all things, all 
scientific research is wonder and worship. The seeker looks then not 
upon mere mechanical movements of so-called “dead” matter but at the 
wondrous play of Her Whose form all Matter is. As She thus reveals 
Herself, She induces in him a passionate exaltation and the sense of security 
Which is only gained as approach is made to the Central Heart of things. 
For as the Upanisad says “He only fears who sees duality.” Some day, 
may be, one who unites in himself the scientific ardour of the West and 
the all-embracing religious feeling of India will create another and a 
modern “Candi” with its multiple salutations to the sovereign World- 
Mother. (Namastasyai namo namah.) Such an one seeing the changing 
marvels of Her World-play will exclaim with the Yogini-hrdaya-Tantra 
“I salute Her the Samzid Kala' who shines in the form of Space and Time, : 


words and their meanings, and in the form of all things which are in the 
Universe.” 


1 That is the Supreme and Perfect Consciousness, 
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Desakalapadartharthatma yad yad vastu yatha yathā, 
Tattadriipena yā bhati tām Sraye samvidam kalam. 

This is however not mere “Nature-worship” as it is generally under- 
stood in the West, (sce observations at p. 7 of Dr. Helmuth Von Glase- 
napp’s recent book “Der Hinduismus)”, nor the worship of “Force” as the 
Bengali “reformer” of Hinduism, Keshub Chunder Sen wrongly took 
the Sakta doctrine to be. All things exist in the Supreme Consciousness 
which, in Itself, infinitely transcends all finite forms. It is the worship 
of God as the Mother-Power which manifests in the form of all things, 
which are, in the language of the Sakta Scripture, but an atom of dust 
on the Feet of Her who is Infinite Being (Sat), Experience (Cit), Bliss 
(Ananda) :' and Power (Sakti). 

This part was commenced by me with the help of my friend Professor 
Pramathanatha Mukhyopadhyaya, but during its progress and at its 
conclusion, I found myself to be so greatly indebted to him that it has 
became a joint work and is issued as such. I mention this to explain why 
some portions of the work are written in the singular as also to exempt him 
from responsibility for views (ifthere be any) which may not be his, and 
explanations of the subject which he might have bettered. In connection. 
with the subject matter of this part I may refer to his essay on the Radio- 
activity of Matter, as also to Prof. Lewis Rongier’s work “La Materialisation 
de I’ Energie” the English edition of which (“Philosophy and the New 
Physics”) only came to my hands after this work had been written. Prof. 
Rongier’s general conclusion is—‘“abandoning the ether” (which is 
endowed with contradictory properties and which is declared defunct, 
without estate, a matter which has been here dealt with to some extent) 
“we are” (he says), “led to an entirely different thcory, that of the materi- 
lization of Energy, emerging from the phantom realm of imponderables, 
to take substance, appearing as endowed with inertia, weight and structure 
and manifesting itself in two forms, one of which is called by virtue of 
long prescription, Matter and the other, Radiation.” Here Energy (Sakti) 
is the principal conccpt. 

The next part of this volume deals with the concepts of Causality 
and Continuity. It is followed by “Mahamaya” dealing with 
the highly important subject of Consciousness (Git), and its Power 


1 This Bliss is the Supreme Love of the Self for the Self. Niralifaya-premdspadatvam n 
dnandatoam. She is worshipped in Madhura-Bhava. 
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(Sakti). Unless this term (Cit) is understood nothing in Vedanta or in its 
particular form—the Sakta-d4gama—will be understood. 


Bormes, Var 
15th Feb., 1923 J. W. 
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THE WORLD AS POWER: 
POWER AS MATTER 


(Bhita-éakti) 
1 


To begin with, we must distinguish between Perceptual Matter and Conceptual 
or Scientific Matter. Perceptual Matter is what possesses the sensible qualities 
of motion, impenetrability (that is limiting resistance or the limit where 
absolute resistance begins), weight, extension in space, colour, taste, smell 
and so forth. This is, for the psyschologist, a certain group of sense-impres- 
sions objectified and localised in space. It implies a substratum of those 
sensible qualities (i.¢., a thing which supports sensible qualities and presents 
them to our senses), or an exciting cause of that group of sense-affections. 
Whether this implication of a substratum or thing as distinguished from (or 
as underlying) the sensible qualities or of an exciting cause as distinguished 
from a group of sense-effects, be ligitimate or not, we do commonly review 
in thought Perceptual Matter in the manner described above. That is, 
when we think of Matter which we have perceived, we think of it as a 
thing which underlines certain qualities corresponding to certain sensc- 
impressions and as an exciting cause of these latter. This is commonly how 
the perception of Matter appears when it is passed in review. In itself, 
the actual perception of Matter or Matter as presented is alogical 
( anirvacaniya), admitting of no such logical categorics or thought 
construction as Subject and Object, Cause and Effect, Thing and Attribute 
andsoon. But upon the presentation of Matter, thought construction ! 
begins, the categories of the understanding (as Kant would call them) are 
set in operation, and out of this operation (mostly instinctive) the presented 
Matter emerges as re-presented Matter, i.e., what we think, believe and 
describe as perceptual Matter. Thus we know presented Matter as a 
substance existing in space, objectively to us, moving in time, possessing certain 
attributes and causing certain impressions in us. All the ideas involved are 


1 Antah-Karayga-Vyapara. 
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logical forms or moulds into which the presented matter is cast by us, and 
the Matter thus informed or moulded is taken by us as the Matter of 
Perception. It is clear, however, that this Perceptual Matter involves 
conceptual elements. Whether these conceptual elements or thought- 
forms are or are not subjective forms only—i.e., whether or not there arc 
realities beyond our thought corresponding to these forms (Time, Space, 
Substance, Cause, etc.) is a question which is not here discussed. Thus, 
so far, we get two stages in the experience of Matter: 

(1) The original, intuitive, alogical experience of Matter apart from 
the incidence of the thought-forms; this is Matter as we actually 
feel or apprehend it. 

(2) Then we have that original datum of experience as treated by 
the Subject with his thought-forms: this treatment giving us 
what we believe, think and describe as the Matter of our 
perception. 

This latter is believed by the Indian systems to possess, both tire so- 
called “primary” and the “secondary” qualities.’ The metaphysical reality 
of these is not here discussed, nor do we discuss whether the second or logical 
was already implicit in the first or alogical so that the second is only the 
“lighting up” of the first. 

After the second stage, the psychologist would put in “images” or 
mental rehearsals of the things perceived, e.g., the mental reproduction of 
the smell, taste, colour, size, weight, etc., of an orange which has been 
actually handled and eaten. It is clear that in such images the primary 
as well as the secondary qualities of the originals perceived are copied, 
though with loss of vividness and the like. As these images are not relevant 
to our present purpose they are passed over. ’ 

But let us suppose that the so-called primary qualities (or some of 
them) alone are retained in ideation, and colour, taste, smell and sound arc 
abstracted in thought. This would give us a sort of Conceptual Matter 
of which we have no perceptual equivalent. We now have, for example, 
a Matter which occupies space, moves in space and time, possesses mass 
and weight, resists movement, and so on. But in itself it may be without 
colour, taste, smell, heat and cold, sound and so forth. These last result 
from its stresses upon our sense-organs. ‘The effects wrought in us may be 
for aught we know wrongly (we are here simply stating the scientific 
_ position) fastened by us upon the exciting external cause. 

1 See discussion in Reality. 
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Now, this Conceptual Matter is Scientific Matter. Whether such 
Matter exists or not, we have commonly no perception of it. The Ether, 
Atoms, Centres of Force, Lines of Force and the rest with which Physics 
attempts to write a description of the mechanism of the world sensed by 
us are not objects of perception. And yet they are said to underlie and 
cause all our sense-experiences, and thus are at the root of all our sense- 
phenomena. 

Physicists, again, are not impartial to all the so-called primary qualities. 
Some, like Descartes, would regard extension as being the essence of Matter. 
As Professor Tait, (in his book “The Properties of Matter”) did, so one 
might give as a working definition of Matter; “Matter is whatever can 
occupy space.” Others, following in the footsteps of Leibnitz, might put 
the essence of things in Dynamism, i.e., power to exert, and resist the action 
of, force. This Dynamic view is steadily gaining ground in modern 
scientific thought—Sakta doctrine is also a pure and universal theory of 
Dynamism. Sakti is Power; all is Sakti. Matter is now that which 
moves, as indeed were things to Heraclitus, the ancient Greek Philosopher 
(“All things flow”) and to the Hindus to whom the world was Jagat or 
“the moving thing” or again as they are to one of the philosophers of our 
day, Prof. Henri Bergson. 

A comparsion of the notions held concerning Matter by Modern 
Western Science and the six orthodox Philosophies of India’ must take 
account both of fundamental differences as well as similarities. The former 
are apt to be overlooked by those who estimate Indian Philosophy (whether 
such estimates be high or low) by its conformity or non-conformity with 
Western Science. At the outset therefore some of.the main points which 
should be borne in mind are noted. 

Ancient India had its Chemistry and Alchemy? and most important 
among these were the so-called Tantrik and Mercurial? Schools. But 
all this is part of Science‘ as it was then known. The six philosophies dealt 
with the subject matter from a philosophical and religious standpoint.3 


SS Eee 


1 See Reality. : z A 
2 See Sir £ C. Ray’s Indian Chemistry. Both Indian Chemistry and Medicine 


are indebted to the Tanaan It was these latter which added the metallic medicines to 
h b! Ss y ss : ‘ , 
à e pahe due Or tren of Siva as Mica is the bija or seed of Sakti Ärtava’ or 
menstrual flow is Red Sulphur. According to Hindu notions not women only menstruate, 
but the whole carth menstruates in its season. 

4 Vijňäna. 

5 Jfiana. 
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From the latter standpoint it is of the first importance to remember that 
the Indian notion of Matter is based upon a psychological analysis of the 
actual experience of Matter, the element thus obtained being substantialised, 
and not upon a psysico-chemical analysis such as that of Western Science. 
Start is made with the actual perceptions of gross sensible Matter. The 
mind divides and subdivides until it arrives at the minimum psychosis 
which, objectively considered, may be called, to use an expressive term of 
a recent English work, ‘“Psychon” which in Indian terminology is a 
Paramanu or Tanmiatra, the supreme power producing both the sensible 
and the senses and the sensations which the former stimulates in the latter. 

As regards Matter, the first standard agrees with Western Science in 
so far as the latter makes it or treats it as an extramental reality. There 
are however, important points of disagreement between the two also. In 
the first place, Western Science draws a distinction between primary 
qualities and secondary qualities and regards the former set alone as really 
inherent in Matter and elements of Matter, whilst according to it, the 
secondary qualities are only effects produced upon a percipient subject by 
by the primary set. No one of the three standards recognises any such 
partition. In these standards things are as things what they appear to be. 
The qualities, primary or secondary, are in the things themselves. This 
question has been discussed carlicr in Reality. The Hindu orthodox 
systems are, therefore, in an epistemological sense realist, under whatever 
class they may be said to come metaphysically.' 

The second standard (Samkhya-yoga) is metaphysically realist in so 
far as it affirms the reality of Mind and Matter in both gross and subtle 
form.2 In the Monistic Vedanta both Mind and Matter are as such real 
but are forms of That which is neither.”.3 

What then is Matter? It is ofimportance to note that former Western 
notions concerning Matter have been completely reversed in recent years. 
As we proceed backward in the later history of Western Science, we find 
less and less co-ordination between the Sciences and between the facts of 
any particular Science. The Universe presented the appearence of a heap 
of miscellancous unconnected facts. Latterly, there has been an increasing 


1 A reviewer of the latter book has thought that “its object was to defend all the 
Hindu systems against the charge of philosophical idealism”. This of course is not so. 
I dealt with the theory of knowledge. I was there contrasting Hindu doctrine with 
Buddhist subjectivism and referring to the reality of Matter to the individual experiencer. 

ABOVE a redid tan one Erat : 

timate ity is min amanah). We have therefore here no cofcern 
with systems which regard Matter as Need i ) ceh s 
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tendency to the establishment of continuity and unity: and this is but 
natural, for the Scientific Mind working towards unity is, whether conscious 
of it or not, a step in the progress towards the realisation—“I am Brahman” 
(Aham Brahmasmi). This unity ofall things and the immanence of the Spirit 
in all things has ever been affirmed by India and represents one of the most 
valuable parts of its colossal philosophic and spiritual achievements. The 
gencral tendency is now towards some form of radical monism as a result 
of greater and greater co-ordination and unification of sciences and of 
science with Philosophy and of Philosophy with Religion. Summarising 
the main result of this scientific revolution, we may say that it consists 
firstly, in the teaching of the destructibility and dematerialisation of sensible 
matter existing in an ethereal medium; secondly, the unification of Matter 
and Energy in the sense that these are no longer considered different 
things but aspects of one and the same thing; and thirdly, in the acceptance 
of the doctrine which places the essence of matter in its dynamism. 
Matter in this latest view is not something inert merely occupying space 
but essentially dynamic with mobility as its fundamental trait. 

Each of these affirmations which are considered later in detail were 
made by ancient Indian doctrine. To it gross sensible Matter (Bhūta) 
issucs in and from, and is again dissolved in, the Ether in the sense of 
Akaga and is in its ultimate sense not material at all. It is, to use the 
words of the Poet, “such stuff as dreams arc made of”. Matter (Bhilta) 
and Energy (Karma) are two aspects of the Ground Power (Mahasakti). . 
Matter is only a variety of Substance-Energy; what are called imponderable 
things are mere forms of energy being a subtle rapid mode of function 
whilst ponderable matter is a gross and slow mode of function of Universal 
Substance-Energy. The essence of things is dynamism which, in its causal 
sense, is the Supreme Power or Will (Para Techa Sakti) and, in the sense of 
effect, psychical (Manasa-Sakii), Vital (Prana Sakti) and physical (Bhitta- 
Sakti) manifestations of such Will. What we know and are consicious of 
in ourselves as Will-Power is objectively observed as energy- We may 
measure energy as it is manifested within the universal system: but the 
sum total of energy is not as in the doctrine of “Conservation of Energy’ 
a limited constant. There are no absolute bounds to the magnitude of 
energy which is the manifestation of the Infinite Power of Becoming (Sakti), 
of Being itself (Siva). This dematerialisation and dynamié view of matter 
and unification. of matter and energy as aspects of one substance together 
with the recent revival, though with added proofs, of the old doctrine of 
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Relativity makes the notion of Adaya at least intelligible even to those who 
have hitherto derided it. But Māyā covers both Mind and Matter. 
Some have regarded extension as being the essence of the latter. Mind 
in its antithesis was said to be unextended. The allegation that Matter 
is extended and that mind is not, is only a metaphysical theory. When 
dealing with any, metaphysical or scientific theory, it will be useful to 
remember that the Vedanta does not admit of any absolute partitions 
whatever. The realisation of its standpoint in this respect is one of the 
chief keys to an understanding of that system. The doctrine of the 
macrocosm (Brhat-Brahmanda) and micrososm (Ksudra-Brahmanda)—ex- 
presses the same principle, so well-defined in the Visvasara Tantra in the 
words “what is here is elsewhere, what is not here is nowhere”. (Yad 
thdstt tad anyatra, yannehasti na tat kvacit.) In each centre everything is in 


some manner, be it explict or implicit. Thus, it is said in the Mantra-. 


Sastra that all the letters of the Alphabet are in each of them. Thus, mind 
and matter are both Fact sections (as they have been aptly called) of 
- Experience as a whole (Pirna).! Matter is said to be that which occupies 
space which space, considered as substance, is the Ether in which the 
material world is. Mind, considered as a centre of stress and strain, 
postulates also a continuum in which it also energises, i.e., the Ultimate 
Plenum (Pirna or Pleroma) which is Infinite Consciousness and unlimited 
Experience. Mind-and matter are two aspects as subject and object of 
one and the same Whole (Pāra) which is ncither and yet inclueds’ both. 
Matter and Mind are one in this that neither is as such, Spirit, since both 
are principles of unconsciousness. Mind can be said to be immaterial only 
in the sense that it has not the materiality of ponderble matter which is a 
gross and slow mode of energy-function. It is not, however, immaterial 
in the sense that Spirit as such is: that is absolutely so. Just as the recent 
experiments on Matter speak of emanations less and less material, semi- 
material, quasi-material and so forth between gross ponderable Mattcr 
on the one hand and the Ether which is not “Matter” on the other,? so we 
may say that since neither Mind nor Matter are as such Spirit, both are in 
essence “material”, ponderable matter being wholly so and Mind being 
quasi-material in the sense of its being like Matter an-unconscious principle 
or Force veiling Spirit or Consciousness (Ci) but not grossly material as 


oo 


1 Py Ero P. N. Mukyopadhaya in his “Approaches to Truth”. t 
2 That there is a substance intermediate eE Matter and Ether is said to be 
shown by the variability of the mass ascertained. 
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ponderable Matter is. Ether in the Indian sense of Akasa is derived from 
what may by called a ‘“‘Psychon”' or an clement of Psychosis as sense- 
experience regarded as objective. This Psychon again is a projection of 
certain fundamental psychic cosmic principles? which are themselves 
rooted in the fundamental Power of Becoming which is the Cosmic Will 
(Maha-éakti). 

2 

It will be useful here to shortly survey the immediate past and present 
notions of Matter held by Western Science, even though some conclusions 
are yet of an hypothetical character only. I refer to currently accepted 
and orthodox scientific teaching. For there have always been, as elsewhere 
Alchemical and Mystical schools and lately systems of scientific monism 
which affirm unity in the form of a Fundamentsl Substance and its develop- 
ment into various modes of itself. As the great Giordano Bruno, who was 
burnt because of his doctrine, said in his treatise “Della Causa Principio 
Ed Uno”—‘What in the principle is unseparated, single and.one appears 
in externality in things, sundered, complex and multiplex”. 

Firstly, let us consider the de-materialisation of Matter. Formerly the 
material universe was regarded as made up of compounded bodies, 
themselves constituted by the aggregation of simple bodies. These last 
were the so-called irreducible, chemical elements some eighty in number. 
The ultimate factors of compound bodies were the molecules or the smallest 
particles subsisting of those bodies which exhibited the properties of 
those bodics. The molecule again is a group of atoms. The atom was 
according to Newton, a hard, geometrical, impenetrable,’ solid body 
incapable of deformation. Though infinitesimally small and indivisible, 
it was yet regarded as spatial and as having some magnitude. Like gross 
sensible matter of which it was the ultimate factor, it was held to be extended 
and to have mass or amount, weight‘ and was characterised by Inertia. 
There were as many different kinds of atmos as there were different clemen- 
tary substances. Each of these substances was regarded as a separate 
chemical species which, like species in living beings, were invariable, An 
absolute break was thought to exist in each case between the different 
of an English author whose name I forget. 


'Or T: : term L 
r Tanmātra: to borrow a Se post and Reality 


2 Asmita, Ahamkara and Buddhi, A cl 

3 This was believed to be true not because it was demonstrated but because it seem 
Teona bi, aoaie assumption of hardness. Clerk Maxwell called it nevertheless 
“a sus n 5 

~ The emni in the order of their atomic weights arranged from the lightest or 
Hydrogen to the heaviest Uranium. : 
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species of so-called inorganic matter, between non-living and living matter, 
and between Matter, whether organic or inorganic, and Mind. Carrying 
disunity and discontinuity further Theology postulated the greatest break 
of all between the universe of Mind and Matter and its ground as God. 

The Hindus have, for at least some two thousand years, postulated a 
continuum in which discrete material things exist, viz., a subtile substance 
and plenum called Akasa. This as Ether was put forward in the 17th 
century by the Scientist Huygens in order’ to explain the Phenomena of 
light. Some now accept it and some do not. Those who do so have regarded 
it commonly as a third thing distinct from Matter and the supposed Forces 
which animate the latter, though Encrgy exists both in Ether and in Matter 
which lies immersed in Ether and cannot be isolated from it. There were 
thus three separate indestructible and constant things, viz., Matter itself, 
Ether itself and Energy in Matter and Ether. The duality of Matter and 
Energy, the indestructibility of the former and the conservation of the latter 
were generally accepted doctrines. 

It was then however observed that, as in living beings, there were both 
genus and species. Certain forms possessed a family likeness and therefore 
possessed similar properties. They can be divided into their respective 
families by their atomic weights. And so by what is called the Periodic 
Law of Mendcleef and Meyer the properties of an atom may be known 
from its weight. This law was established before the dissection of the Atom. 
Since then it has been suggested that the atomic weight of an element is 
proportional to the number and form of arrangement of the electrons or 
units of electric charge, of which the atom has since been conceived to 
consist. The arrangements according to the Periodic Law almost 
suggested, it has been said, a genealogical tree. Predictions of the 
propertics of new elements which would fill up the missing links in the 
scale were subsquently verified by actual discovery. Earlier Chemistry 
noted the existence of bodies of seemingly identical nature, though 
differing in propertics, called allotropic. These allotropic states may be 
classed as different species of the same genus. The same metal presented 
itself in forms which could not be confused. On the other hand nearly 
a quarter of the simple bodies known are so similar, that without special 
investigation they could not have been isolated. Further investigation 
with instruments of greater precision showed (it was said) that between 
chemical as between living species there were transitional forms. There is 
a genus with several species, and there are some species so alike that 
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chemical action could scarce distinguish them. Colloidal metals may 
even resemble in some ways organic substance. All this pointed to the same 
variability of chemical species as biologists affirmed as regards living 
beings. When it was discovered that the atom was not invariable or 
indestructible, it was affirmed that simple bodies may be transformed even 
more easily on account of their greater simplicity than animal species. If 
Matter, as it is now held to be, is no longer indestructible and fixed, then 
the invariability of chemical species no more exists than of living specics. 
We thus return to the transmutation of substances of the old and derided 
alchemists: 

Spectrum analysis showed that the materials of the universe were 
throughout the same whether on earth or in the remotest stars. It was 
also by the same means observed, that the hottest stars are constituted 
of very much fewer chemical elements than the colder oncs—a fact which 
suggested that the elements in the latter were evolutionary transformations 
of the former. These observations alone, however suggestive were in- 
sufficient to prove the actual transformation of chemical elements into 
others with different characteristics which they possessed at certain rela- 
tively fixed states for so lengthy a period as to almost disprove evolution 
as the continuity of change in the clements. Then Sir William Crookes 
discovered the Cathode Rays. He called it a fourth state of matter and 
named it Radiant Matter, now considered by some to be electricity. 
To the three conditions of matter solid, liquid, and gaseous in which 
there is decreasing cohesion in the molecules was added a fourth, state 
which was said to be as far removed from a gas as gas is from a liquid. 
Later on, the particles werc called Corpuscles or Electrons or units of 
Electric charge. The latter made up the atom which was ten regarded 
as a cluster of electrons varying in number and arrangement but identical 
amongst themselves, building up by such number and arrangement the 
different kinds of matter—the “elements” known to the chemist. Professor 
Crookes was then led to put forth the ancient idea (to which man oy 
returned again and again) of a Primitive Stuff called Protyle from whic 
all the elements were derived. The Phenomcron of the dissociation 
of matter was then more fully investigated. Certain stages in the process 
of the dematerialization were noted. Radio-activity was established as 
regards all forms of matter, though most manifest in some radio temis 
substances such as the heavy Radium, Thorium, and Urania PAA : 
first emission was a non-clectrified product called by Professor Rutherio 
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the “emanation,” which to him was material gas and has also been said 
to be (le Bon)! semi-material. From it are produced the Alpha, Beta 
and Gamma rays. The Alpha rays are positive Ions of which the electron 
or atom or unit of negative electricity is the Nucleus. The Beta Rays are 
radiations of electrons formed of negative clectric atoms which are 
identical with those of Cathode Rays; and the Gamma rays are said to 
be analogous to the Rontgen or X-rays the nature of which is not known 
but which are neither Cathode, nor ether waves in the nature of light but 
which are (it has been suggested) pulses of electric and magnetic force 
manifested in the breaking up of the electron itself. These Rays are said 
to be less and less materialistic, the first being invisible atoms of matter or 
an intermediary having properties in common with a material body: the 
second being pure electricity freed of matter and the third as above 
described. As regards the unit of positive electricity there is more ignorance 
but the opinion has been expressed that it also is freed of ‘matter’. That 
there is a substance intermediate between matter and ether is said to be 
shown by the variability of mass ascertained. One property of matter 
remains invariable namely the mass measured by the weight. . But 
variability of mass or *‘mass-acceleration” is ascertained as regards particles 
emitted by radio-active bodies. The mass varies with the speed showing 
(it is said) that substances exhibiting such a property are no longer 
“matter”, the mass of which is fixed and invariable. The Atom of 
matter has been described to be no longer an indestructible mass, but is a 
sort of solar system formed by a central group of nucleus charged with 
positive electricity around which negative clectrons gravitate in closed 
orbits. The electrons are the same from whatever source they are 
obtained. Thus, it has been said, we find that the infinitely small which 
had been thought to be final has itself grown into a world. And 
naturally so, for each form of existence is a microcosm (Ksudra- 
brahmanda) as the Sastra teaches and the Brahman is both greater than 
the great and more minute than the little. (Mahato Mahiyan Aporaniyan.) 

To sum up, Matter has been defined as that which possesses inertia, 
Weight and mass. As so defined, matter is what is ponderable, but inertia 
in the ordinary sense is now denied. No matter is at rest since all is in 
continual movement (Spanda). On the contrary the atom is now said to 
be a reservoir of stupendous energy. Everything must be that if it be a 


1 L'Evolution de la Matiére. See also the same author's “L’Evolution des Forces”. 
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form of infinite Power. The notion of inertia we get from superficial 
observation of molar masses. There is no rest anywhere beyond (in some 
conditions and for a time) an apparent absence of relative change of condi- 
tions between one particular molar mass and another. Even here each 
molar mass itsclfis disintegrating and its atoms are in continuous movement 
and dissociation. There is continuous molecular birth and death.! 
Whether again Matter has weight depends on certain conditions. It 
would cease to have weight if taken to the centre of the earth or placed at a 
suitable distance between the sun and moon. The attraction of the earth 
depends upon where it is. Would it, if so placed, cease to be matter? A 
measure was therefore sought independent of position namely division of 
the weight of the body at a given place by the value of gravity at that place, 
the quotient being called the “Mass”. Morcover matter is said to dissociate 
into the imponderable Ether which cannot be weighed. In other words 
matter is ultimately something not weighable. It can be weighed only 
so long as it remains in that state in which it can be weighed. Mass again 
is the measure of inertia, that is to say of the property which enables matter 
to resist motion or changes of motion. In the case of ponderable matter 
this mass is not permanent. Variability of mass that is of inertia has been 
noted in the particles emitted by Radio-active bodies during disaggregation. 
The mass varies with their specd and this variation is relied on to show 
that substances which exhibit such a property are no longer “matter”. 
The particles produced during the dissociation of matter possess a property 
resembling inertia, and in this are akin to matter, but this inertia instead 
of being constant in magnitude varies with the speed, and on. this point 
the particular particles, though issuing from matter, are differentiated from 
its atoms. It has also been supposed that the corpuscle or electron which 
is said to be the ultimate element of matter is quite free from it. Moreover 
Ether into which matter is said (in disaggregation) to ultimately lapse, is, 
according to some theories, without mass, therefore Matter in 1ts ultimate 
basis is without it. In other words the first law of aonni ales 
be expressed by saying that all matter has inertia or ina o > 

to es the a direction if it already has motion, only appears to be 


experimentally true of bodies whose magnitude and state we can ordinai 
see. The notion is due to superfici 


“ial observation of change of position of 


~ 1 Both Brah i i to suppose that 
1 Both Brahma and Rudra are continuously at work. Itis an emon u 
Brahmi created nt eae ago and is now doing nothing. Sce chapter om Om" in ° 
my Garland of Letters. 
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gross bodies, But further knowledge of the constitution of Matter itself 
has shown that the ordinary notion of the incrtness of matter is not true. 
For Energy, called sub-atomic, is cow found to be locked up in the atoms 
and if they have energy they must have motion of some sort, and arc shown 
to be in motion even when the molar mass of which thcy are the atoms 
appears to be in rest. In the same way it has been said that potential 
energy must in some way depend on motion. A French author 
(L. Houllevigue) after describing this process of dematerialisation asks 
“Are these things certain? One must beware of belicving it. ‘Tomorrow 
perhaps the wind of a new theory may sweep away all these hypotheses. 
We are upon scientific ground of too recent a date, for it to be possible to 
build solid structures.” Since this was written, subscquent investigation 
has confirmed in considerable part what had previously been affirmed. 
It is however a fact that some parts of the thcories sct forth are regarded 
from a scientific standpoint as doubtful or as scmi-certitudes or merc 
hypotheses. In some matters the “wind of theory” to which the author 
refers has veered towards older and rejected doctrines such as regards light 
the corpuscular doctrine of Newton, and as regards electricity that, whatever 
it be, ~it is a thing and not a mere form of energy”. In other points the 
movement is towards a new outlook. Thus there is a school of chemists 
such as that of Franz Wald and Oswald who would give account of chemical 
processes not in the language and according to the ideas of the atomic 
theory, but in terms of Energetics, according to which matter is but 
a Centre of Force or a Complex of Energies found together at the same 
place. The former view is more akin to the Nydya-Vaisesika system 
with its lasting “atomic” Paramafus deriving ultimatlcy their motion 
from a First Mover and the latter to the Vedanta doctrine of Sakti which 
as immanent Power in and as all things is the source of their auto- 
dynamism. 

But can the Mind stop at the clectron? It cannot rest until it has 
become the whole! beyond which there can be nothing as it is all. Electri- 
city itsclfis now believed by some to be granular or atomic in structure. The 
electric condition is regarded as a condition of stress in Ether which is not 
in any sense Matter according to its scientific meaning and is that which 
is the subject of stress and strain. The Electrons arc points of centres of 
encrgy in the cthereal continuum constituted by stress and strain centres 
not only in, but also composed of; the cthercal substance—vortices of and 

1 Pirna. 
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in the ether as it has been suggested. Regarded as such, they might be 
considered as the infinitcly small:' but the stress when considered as an 
attitude of the universal system taken as a whole is infinitely great.2 The 
infinitely little from one aspect is from another the infinitely great. Every- 
thing which lies between these two limits exists in varying grades of magni- 
tude.3 But the ideal limit or perfection of the continuum“ is not Scientific 
Ether but is in Vedanta the Cidakasa or Ether of Consciousness, of which 
as Power, in the form of efficient and material cause’ all the psychical and 
physical universe is composed and in which its movements take place. 
Science however is not concerned with Matter other than as objective 
cxtra-mental Reality. Vedanta resolves both it and Mind into forms of 
expression of the Supreme Cosmic Will containing latent tendencies 
(Samskara) towards manifestation as centres of limited will and experience. 
What, then, is Energy? This is defined as ‘capacity’ for work. The 
ability which one body has to move another is sometimes called its energy. 
The energy which a body has, depends on its own amount of motion. 
Motion, again, is of two kinds—viz., motion in a body of its constituent 
clements, motion which makes it what it is. Then there is motion of the 
body as a whole from one place to another, that is, locomotive movement. 
This last may be communicated from without by another body in movement 
or may be self-initiated. The inner movements and sclf-initiated locomo- 
tion of living bodies is well-known. But molar masses.of inorganic matter 
were observed to be at rest. They did not move unless something moved. 
them, i.e., motion was communicated to them from without by means of 
other bodies themselves in motion. It was assumed then that the ultimate 
constituent of Matter, the atom, was also at rest and incapable by itself 
of quitting the state of repose. The interior constitution of the Matter as a 
system of moving units was unsuspected. Inorganic Matter was then held 
to be inert—dead or brute Matter as it was called. Of itself it could not 
Move. 
Inertia was a property which enabled it to resist motion or change of 
motion, This had to be overcome by the application of energy in action or 
force. Matter might possess energy but for this it must have motion and this 
motion must be communicated to it from without through the motion of 


1 Anu. 2Maha. aise CAS nk 

a reme emplar of these two, limits is the all-pervacing dākāśía and the 

Point ar Power or Bindu Sakti path the Sire describes as ghanibhuta śakti that is con- 
out to manifest. $ 

Gee Sea rrena 5 Cit-gakti and Maya-sakti. 
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other moving bodies which had thus either received and passed on these 
movements or, in the case of living bodies, had generated them. All this 
was true enough as applied to molar masses of inorganic matter without 
power of self-initiative locomotive movement. But it ignored intra-atomic 
movement, the self-generated perpetual movement of the particles consti- 
tuting the atomic system. There were thus two different things, however 
linked together, namely Energy in work or force and the inert Matter which 
it moved. Language was sometimes used in which energy was spoken of 
as if it were an entity or something which might exist though there was no 
substance to move. This, of course, is not so; for the two, namely, Matter 
and Energy are never dissociated. By the forms of our thinking we cannot 
conccive of one without the other. We think of matter which moves and 
is moved. In a transcendental sense, substance in its ultimate meaning 
is that which is common to all which is and which acts. It has two modes, 
namely, the rapid mode of function which manifests as the imponderable 
energies called light, electricity, magnetism and the slow mode of function 
which manifests as ponderable matter. Matter the ponderable is a gross 
and relatively stable form of it. Heat, light, electricity and other impon- 
derables represent suitable unstable forms ofit. Both are forms of substance- 
energy in perpetual motion and manifesting such motion in organic matter 
as in all else. Matter is not, as formerly thought, incapable of possessing 
any energy but that transmitted to it and is on the other hand now held 
to be not inert but a reservoir of colossal intra-atomic energy or Sakti, and 
this must be so to the Sakta who believes that the minutest particle of 
inorganic matter is a limited form of the Mother-power, the potentialities 
of which are unlimited. All is in motion and though matter as a self may 
and does resist, yet mobility (Spanda) is its fundamental trait. 

It has been said:! 

“It would no doubt be possible for a higher intelligence to conceive 
of Energy without substance for there is nothing to prove that necessarily 
it requires a support but such a conception cannot be attained by us. The 
essence of energy being unknown we are compelled to materialise it.” 


Both Substance and Energy however are necessary concepts of dualistic - 


thinking. It is not possible to resolve either, as we understand them, into 

the other. It is only when they are transcended that their unity is found 

to be grounded in the Supreme Will as both efficient and material cause. 

It appears both as energy and matter, ie., energy inseparably associated 
1 Le Bon, L’évolution de la Matiére 17, 
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with matter and matter inseparably associated with energy. Similarly 
in the same way mind is inseparably coupled with matter and matter with 
mind, their unity being found in the Power of Consciousness which is 
neither and which transcends both. 

Energy has been divided into many forms such as kinetic, potential, 
chemical, magnetic and so forth. It was first thought that all the various 
forms of energy were subdivisions of the first two and then that all energy 
was kinetic, even potential energy being in some way dependent on motion. 
What have been called ’‘Forces” are various forms of motion of matter, 
or the Ether cach embodying energy. The ability which one body has 
to move another is sometimes called its energy, the energy which a body 
has depending on its own amount of motion. One form of physical motion 
or energy may be transformed into another, all being correlated. None 
of the forms is necessarily prior to any other. The various forms of Energy 
have been described as a closed ring of inter-relations within which motions 
are being exchanged by contact and radiation. If energy is conserved, 
so also is motion and matter, all three being constant. Physics which 
formerly counted several energies which it distinguished from each other 
welded them all into one great concept “Energy” of many forms and of 
which constancy was predicated. 

Professor -Emile Picard says’ that for one school of scientists, Energy 
is not merely an abstract conception, without objective reality; but it has 
objective reality as much as and perhaps more than Matter and cannot be 
created or destroyed. Whether from the equivalence of different forms of 
energy one can draw the conclusion of their identity is for the experimenter 
a question which will be answered by each according to his different 
theoretic views.2 7 

The result of recent investigation is summed up in the following words 
by a writer in the “Times” reviewing recent theories of the nature of Matter: 

“A monistic interpretation of matter has displaced the older view. 
And what are electrons, these new symbols of the physical conception of 


1 “La Science Moderne et son état actuel,” 136, 137. : 
2 “Pour toute Me école de savants, l'énergie n’é&t pas seulement une coneepian 
abstracte sans existence ré-elle a pour cux, comme la matiére, plus peut a re amaa E 
une existence objective et, nous ne pouvons ni la créer ni la détruire. R 1 age 
des différentes formes de l'energie peut on conclure 4 leur identité. La ques ant po i, 
l’experimentayeur, n’a pas de sens. . « Et chacum peur y répondre diversemen pian 
ses vues théoriques.” According to the Sākta standpoint there 4 p omaa a 
kinds of Energy which are forms of the Divine Power (Daivi- kti) as preme 
Will. 
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the material universe? They are spoken of as positive and negative, the 
one with a mass two thousand times that of the other and with a two 
thousandth part of its diameter. They are mathematical abstractions, 
their properties inferences from mathematical reasoning. In the last resort, 
matter has become a number, a measure, not a thing. The metaphysician 
expelled from the physics of the last century has come back to his own.” 

In the result Matter in its ultimate form ceases to be the gross thing 
which. it was formerly thought to be, and is not in such form, “Matter” in 
its ponderable sense at all. On the contrary, it is at base a subtile thing 
yet with some, however minute, degree of magnitude. This is not however 
to say that because Matter is subtile it is any the less real. 

Indian Scripture carries the matter still further backwards. The 
First Standard to which Matter is also an objective cxtra-mental reality 
reduces however sensible Matter to Elements (Paramdyus) which have no 
magnitude whatever.! In the Second and Third Standards both Matter 
and Mind are modes of one and the same Principle, Cause of the Psycho- 
physical (Prakrti, Maya). Form the Vedantic standpoint they are modes 
of the Supreme Power (Mahagakti) which, while it is in Itself pure unlimited 
Consciousness, is for the limited centre the fundamental Substance-Energy 
from which the limitations of Mind and Matter are derived. Matter then 
is the manifestation of the Power of the Supreme Will to appear as an object 
to a limited expcricncing subject or Mind. But Matter does not appear 
all at once in the form of Gross, particular, sensible Matter. It appears 
first as the Generals of the sense particulars, that is as the world of the 
Universals and then, with the development of the gross physical senses, 
Matter, is experienced as the gross sensible particulars. 

Both the world of the Universals and particulars? have their origin 


in a common Psycho-Dynamic Principle which is itself a product of the 
Cosmic Will. 


3 
Before recurring again to the Matter of Western Science I will make 
a short resume of Indian Doctrine according to the three standards. For 
those who would understand Vedanta must also know both Samkhya-Yoga 
and Nyaya-Vaisesika. What is here described as Sakta doctrine is a form 
of the Monistic (Advaita) Vedanta of the Third Standard. 
1 They have neither length, breadth or height. The smallest particle of tri-dimen- 


i sional and therefore theoretically perceptible, Matter being a Trasarcnu vide post. The 


gnitudey por fi ie ea is Parimandalya or a mathematical point. 
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To Western Science, Matter is an extra-mental objective reality in the 
sense of that which exists in its own right independent of mind: that is 
experience or no experience it exists. This is akin to the view taken by the 
First Standard (Nyāäya-Vaiśeşika) though according to the latter the ultimate 
elements of matter (Paramanu) which have been called “atoms” have no 
magnitude whatever.! 

The “‘element’’? of matter (the Tanmātra: of the second and third 
standards‘ is not an objective reality in the same absolute sense in which 
the true elements the (Paramanus)s of the first standard are believed to be. 
Taking objective reality, in its fullest sense, to mean that which is indepen- 
dent of experience, “experience” may mean either finite individual experi- 
ence, whether conscious or unconscious,’ or Cosmic Experience namely 
that of that Infinite Individuality (Parahamta). The Paramdpus, as external 
are independent of both. On the other hand the Tanmatra according to 
Samkhya-Yoga is derived from mental functioning (Buddhi-ayapara) which 
need riot be reflected on individual consciousness in all cases and is therefore 
independent of experience in that sense, for if it is not reflected in any 
particular consciousness, there is no Tanmdtra produced for it. In Vedanta 
the Tanmāira is not independent of the Lord’s experience, nor is it indepen- 
dent of mental functioning (Buddhi-zyapara) in the sense of the cosmic 
process of Maya. It may, however, be independent of individual experience 
both conscious and sub-conscious. ; 

Metaphysical Realism can therefore be predicated of the First Standard 
in which Matter as such, though in its subtle form, is eternal. The second 
has been called both a form of Materialism,” of Idealism,* and of Psycho- 


1 And therefore differ from the atom or electron of science which have some magni 


tude however minute. 

2 In inverted commas because the Ta’ 
from higher psychic principles. 

3 Lit. “thatness only”; they are general 
the Types (akriti) are cone 

4 Samkhya-Yoga and Vedanta. Re : 

SLi “ little”; the constituent minima of sensible matter. 
6 That is paces! functioning of the mind (Buddhi-vyapara or Budge yee 
reflected in consciousness or Cit; or unconscious or sub-conscious penis at 
is functioning of mind (Buddhi) not reflected in Consciousness or wait. 


7G S » Phil. 242 et seg. — x ors 
: ES E Systems” X. It is neither “Materialism” nor “dealin for 
both Mind and Matter are phenomenally distinct and have their ultimate in Prakrti 


which is neither but the source of both. 


nmitra is not a simple ultimate but a derivative 


s of the particulars or universals of which 
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dynamism;' and the Vedanta a system of Idealism, though it is not exactly 
Idealism in any Western sense of the world. Western labels are apt to 
mislead. It is better therefore to use the Sanskrit descriptions which are 
correct, namely the doctrine of an absolute new creation out of discrete 
pre-existing ingredients? in this case the minima of matter; the doctrine 
of the existence of the product in a potential form prior to its actual 
manifestation, and the doctrine of the reality (in its truest sense)* of only 
the Originating Source of things, a doctrine in which the originating reality 
remains what it is but yet brings about and appears through its power as 
the result. In the first standard, matter in its gross sensible form is transient 
and its subtle constituent minima are eternal. There is no inherent 
dynamism. In the second and third both gross sensible and subtle matter 
are transient and dynamic, but in the second matter is eternal only in the 
sense that in the dissolution of the universe it is in potential form as the 
Fundamental Substance from which it really evolves. In the third standard 
from a pragmatic standpoint it potentially is as a Tendency in Being to 
which manifestation is given by the Divine Will; whilst from the transcen- 
dental standpoint, there is no actual manifestation at all but the changeless 
Consciousness or Spirit alone. Thus even when matter as such as a mode 
of substance disappears it has the eternality and reality of its Cause.s All 
appearance as a form, action as such form, disappearance into some other 
form, is according to Sakta views due to the inherent dynamism of matter 
attributable to it because of its being an expression, though of a gross kind, 
of the Supreme Power (Mahā-śakti) which is both the material and efficient 
cause of all. 

The dynamic view of Matter which makes mobility the fundamental 
trait of Matter, would seek to deduce all the other “primary” properties 
of. Matter out of this fundamental one. Matter occupies a certain volume 
of space, and resists movement in and through this volume; not because 
it is “inert” but because its essence lies in its power of self-conservation. 


1J. C. Chatterjee “Hindu Realism”, 14; inasmuch as the principles which it regards 
as the origin of the things are both psychical, i.e., of the nature 5E feelings, thoughts, ideas; 
and dynamic that is of the nature of forces or powers. But here too a caution is necessary 
in that the psychical is the association of the natural 
Consciousness which is not psychic in the sense of 


tal at all. 
2 Arambha-vasa or Asat- -vada eae eet St 
actual production. ya that is the non-existence of the produced before 


The evolutionist standard (Pariņāma-vāda) or Satkirya-vada, ie., existence of 
product in potential form prior to act i S hog iy, 
area po = P actual manifestation. 


3 Vivartta-vāda or Sat-Käraņa-vāda. 


psychic and physical principles with 
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An outside object is pressing against it; why does it resist? Why does it 
not absolutely yield? Because it exerts forces counteracting or seeking to 
counteract the action of the forces exerted by the pressing object. Only 
force can oppose force. A push or stroke is given to a thing; it resists; does 
not quite yield; and even returns the push which is felt as muscular reaction 
and possibly pain. According to Newton’s Third Law of Motion, the force 
with which the thing has reacted is equal and opposite to that with which 
the push or stroke acted. The lump of Matter which is the thing, is 
thercfore really capable of exerting and resisting force. It occupies a certain 
volume of space precisely because it can maintain itself in its own sphere. 
Without such power, it would have no sphere, no locus, and no existence 
at all. All individual things must posses such power to conserve them- 
selves as they are, even though it be fora moment. To be an individual 
I must be able to hold my own, not only philosophically but practically 
in the life of the world. So life; so also Matter. A piece of iron is an 
individual object and self because it is able by its cohesive forces to hold 
together its molecules against the action of heat and so forth; a molecule 
is so because it is able by its cohesive forces to hold together the constituent 
atoms; an atom is so because it is able by its cohesive forces to hold together 
the electrons or ‘electric charges” which are supposed to be in it, revolving 
in their orbits; and so on; for, even the electron cannot be the absolute unit 
of Matter. It is clear therefore that every form of Matter has its boundary 
(i.e., extension) determined by its own stresses acting against the stresses 
of the enveloping Order. Its essence is Stress or Power (Sakti). The Stress 
operates in and is a condition of, Ether—says Western Science; it operates 
in and is a condition ultimately of, Cit or Ether of Consciousness—says the 
Vedanta. Philosophers in the West too (as Herbert) have recognised 
that the essence of Thing-hood is in the power of self-conservation, and 
idealists such as Hegel, Green and others have seen in it the power of self- 
realisation. Indian Thought (Sruti) says that the ‘thing’is Brahman and 
is realizing itself as such, by its energising (Karma,) through Spike 
(Bhoga) and ultimately through liberation (Apavarga) from the veil o 


ignoran ‘dya). This “ignorance”, so much misunderstood, is 
oaled eh an of en Knowledge of the world as mundane 
experience. And hence the Saiva Scriptures say “Jřänam Bandhak’” that 
is knowledge is binding. But what is knowledge in this sense is ignorance 
(Avidya) in another; for it is just knowledge as a state of experience w. 


is ignorance of pure spiritual experience as it is in itslef, Power which, 
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as mind and matter, cuts the full experience into sections gives sectional 
experience which necessarily shuts out full experience. 

The very fact that Matter occupies space shows therefore that it is a 
system of stresses. The form of a material substance, again, is a function of 
its motion, i.e., varies as this latter varies. A thing which is spherical when 
at rest will become an oblate spheriod when it moves in a certain manner. 
H. A. Lorentz has shown that an electro-magnetically constituted body 
which has a permanent configuration when at rest, when set in motion with 
a certain velocity, will contract in the direction of the velocity to a certain 
fraction! of its original dimension; distances at right angles to the direction 
of the velocity remaining unaltered. Now, since according to modern 
ideas, all Matter is electro-magnetically constituted (i.e., made up of 
electrons or moving unit charges of electricity), the above result applies to all 
material things. We cannot therefore have a rigid body the spatial extension 
of which is permanent and independent ofits velocity. A measuring rod, 
for example, will shorten in the direction of its length in a given ratio when 
it moves in a given manner. Spatial dimensions are thus the functions of, 
and relative to, the motions of things. Temporal dimensions or time- 
measurenemts also depend on and are relative to, the motions of bodies. 
This is the modern (though in fundamentals very ancient) theory of Rela- 
tivity at which Dr. Einstein and others are still working. Space and Time 
relations are thus determined by the mutual stresses of things. What a 
thing apparently is, is determined by how it moves or by how it stresses. 
According to Hindu notions, the stress, or constituent forces of a thing as 
heard by the Absolute Ear is its Natural name, Sabda or Bija Mantra which 
evolves and sustains its form.? 

__ Not Form alone is the function of Motion (i.¢., varies as this latter does): 
Mass also is so. In Newtonian physics Mass was regarded as a physical 
constant. Howsoever Matter may move, its Mass was believed to be 
independent ofits motion. A thing is at rest; it is moving with a moderate 
velocity; it is moving with a prodigious velocity; in every case, its Mass was 
believed to remain constant. But the electro-magnetic constitution of 
Matter doesnot warrant this belief. In the Electron Theory the property 
of Mass is explained as an effect of electricity in motion. Suppose an 
electric charge (ż.e., electron) is moving; that charge has its lines of force; 


1 (V 1— a/c? where v is the velocity of the moving body, and ¢ a constant, viz., the 


s wee of light.) 


ec Garland of Letters. 
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so that when the charge moves, it carries its lines of force with it. Ether 
through which these lines of force are carried is dragged forwards by them 
(as explained by Sir J. J.Thomson); hence the momentum of the charge 
(i.e., product of Mass and Velocity) is due to the inertia of the ether. It 
possesses a given momentum because it drags forwards ether by its moving 
lines of force. A moving charge has therefore something analogous to mass 
in virtue of its motion. The scientists Thomson, Heaviside, Searle and 
others have calculated how much mass is due to how much motion. 
Kaufmann has also given definite experimental evidence that the ratio of 
the charge to the mass for the corpuscles projected from radium decreases 
as velocity increases. That is, the fraction eļm (ratio of charge to mass) 
decreases as velocity increases. But since the charge (i.e., the numerator 
of the fraction) is constant, the mass (i.e., the denominator of the fraction) 
must increase in order that the fraction itself may decrease pari passu with 
the increase of velocity. Hence it follows that the Mass of the charge is a 
function of its velocity, i.e., varies as this latter varies. It is true that fora 
slow-moving corpuscle, the Mass of the electric charge remains unaffected 
by its velocity; but when its velocity becomes comparable to that of light 
(nearly two hundred thousand miles per second), the electric Mass increases 
very rapidly. Nor must we imagine that such high velocities are excep- 
tional in the case of the moving charges. The ejected corpuscles from 
radium move with velocities comparable to that of light; in the “atom” 
itself where the unit charges or electrons are “bound” instead of being 
“free,” they have orbital motions compared with whose velocities, those 


of the planets in their orbits round the sun would seem to be far too small. 


In the Rgveda the Devata Vayu or Marud-gana has for his chariot-animals 


packs of spotted deer which stands as the symbol of fleetness; and Vayu in 
the Veda is, in its physical aspect, a subtle universal fluid in movement! 
of which gross ‘‘air’?? is a coarser derivative. In the Anahata-Gakra too 
in the Tantras, where the Vayu-tattva is located, the Yantra (or graphic 
representation) includes the symbol ofa deer. However that be, the electric 
charges or electrons which, in various configurations, are now believed to 
constitute all Matter, are not slow of foot: their high velocities are not 


exceptional. And we have scen that their Masses are the functions of 
their velocities. 


1 From vd—to move. 
2 Pajicikrta—Marut. 
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And physicists now generally believe that the whole of the Mass of 
Matter is electro-magnetic Mass. That is to say, Matter does not possess 
a mechanical mass ultimately different in kind from its electro-magnetic 
Mass. The scientists Abraham, Thomson and others have calculated 
on the assumption that an electron is, nothing but a spherical charge of 
electricity, and their calculations tally with experimental results so far 
obtained. Matter now is thus not something which merely carries an 
electric charge or charges with it, but it zs electric charges (positive and 
negative) somehow configurated together.. The greater bulk of the Mass 
of atom is, according to some views, concentrated at the nucleus which is 
represented by the positive charge, and the swarm of negative charges 
moving round the nucleus have also their small masses; and the total mass 
of the atom is only the aggregate of the masses of its constituents which are 
positive and negative charges. This is the Electron Theory.' 

We have therefore a Syllogism. The Mass of a moving charge is a 
function of its velocity; the Mass of Matter is wholly the masses of the 
charges by which it is constituted; therefore, the mass of Matter is also a 
function of velocity (velocities of its constituent parts). Mass of a thing is 
thus dependent on its stress-system on what may by called in Sanskrit 
Sakti-kitta or Sakti-vyitha. 

Because the mass of a body is a function of its underlying stress (Sakti), 
or what is the same thing, of the motions of its ultimate units, it follows 
that by changing or otherwise controlling those motions it is possible to 
change or otherwise control its Mass. Gold and iron have different masses 
because in each the stress-system is different. Or because in each the 
ultimate units (the electrons, to wit) are configurated and are moving 
differently. If we can equate these motions, gold and iron will be equated 
as regards Mass. Alchemy thus becomes possible by what the modern 
Chemist would call the change of ‘Atomic Number”. Mass can be reduced 
or increased by controlling the domestic economy of the motions of the 
eae Many Siddhis or Powers will follow from such ability to control 

em. 

The Bindu (or Metaphysical Point of which so much is said in the 
Mantra-Sastra)? as the concentrated or ghanibhilta condition of Sakti is an 
important stage in the creative evolution of the world according to the 
Sakta-Vedanta view. Mass (Tamas Guna) follows as a consequence of 


1 Sec Sir J. J. Thomson’s “Matter and Electricity,” imi 
ee) J.J. pie lectricity,” or any other similar work. 
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such concentration of Sakti or Power. I revert to this when further 
discussing the Ether and its stresses. 

We have scen that extension (together with Form) and Mass are 
Energy-functions (Sakti-Vyapdra) according to the teachings of Modern 
Science as they arc in Sakta-Vedanta. Other properties are also traceable 
to the same activity which is at the basis of Matter. Take for example, 
resistance and rigidity of form. A substance which is non-resisting and 
without any shape, (i.e., ‘a perfect fluid”) may in virtue of rotational 
movement, come to offer resistance and present a definite shape. Rings 
of smoke illustrate this. A top at rest can hardly be balanced on the palm 
of the hand; if it be, its condition is most unstable; the slightest touch will 
upset it. But ifan attempt is madc to balance a top while spinning rapidly, 
on the palm of the hand, that can be easily done; the rotation of the top 
will counteract the effects of gravity—it will now stand on its point. If 
the spinning top is slightly pushed it will become disturbed and will oscillate 
about its position of equilibrium to which it will speedily return after a few 
oscillations. The rotating top resists (as is felt when attempt is made to 
stop or disturb it) any movement which seeks to disturb it. Thus it shows 
resistance and rigidity of form on account of its rotational motion. If we 
take a perfect (i,¢., frictionless) fluid such as Ether and somehow! set up a 
vortex movement in it, it will possess, in that eddying portion, permanence, 
resistance and rigidity of form—all on account of the curling motion. This 
was the basis of the theory of Helmholtz and Lord Kelvin, that atoms 
of matter may be vortex-rings in Ether. This we shall see later. We 
find now that the “primary” qualities of resistance, rigidity and so forth 
are also Energy-functions or effects of movement. 

Gravitation, or the mutual attraction of Masses of Matter has proved 
a stumbling-block to many otherwise successful theories. The effects of 
all other forces (such as heat, light, electricity, magnetism) are propagated 
through space in finite time; i.e., they have their finite rates of velocity. 
If, for example, a distant star be now extinguished or rekindled, we should 
be aware of that phenomenon through light or loss of light, many years 
hence. Light takes so much time to travel from there. But suppose the 
lump of Matter which we call that star be now annihilated or a new lump 
be now created; then, this fact will instantaneously affect the gravitational 
system throughout the whole universe of matter. That is, its effect will 
be instantancoulsy felt (or produced) here. This prima facie makes the case ~ 

Tit requires what is called a super-natural agency to set up a vortex in a perfect fluid. 
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of gravitation a different one. Nevertheless physicists have worked at it; 
and attempts have been made to explain gravitation as a resultant of the 
attractions (Raga) and repulsions (Dzesa) of the positive and negative 
charges which are believed to constitute Matter in conglomeration; in 
terms of pressures and pulls exerted through the ether; and as (by Le Sage) 
a result of the battering of “Ultra-mundane corpuscles” on the atoms of 
matter. 

So all the “primary” qualities may be reduced to and expressed in 
terms of Energy, Stress or Sakti. Energy or Movement is thus the funda- 
mental principle in Matter. 

That the secondary qualities such as colour, smell, etc., are effects 
wrought on us by the action of the primary qualities has been long recognised 
in science. 


4 


We have scen, how all the “primary” qualities believed to reside 
in “scientific matter” are modes and functions of energy which is of the 
essence of Matter. That is, Matter possesses mass, extension, resistance, 
weight, etc., because it is something which is dynamic and energises. Now, 
what is that something? How and why does it become dynamic? And 
what is the nature of the Energy which operates in and through it? These 
are the three fundamental queries regarding Matter. 

As regards the second and third questions, Science confesses that she 
is not in a position to answer. It is true that Electricity is not uncommonly 
regarded as the most fundamental kind of physical energy, but physicists 
are not sure about the nature of Electricity. We do not yet know what it 


is, though we know much about how it works. Can it be traced to some-* 


thing more fundamental than itself? Physicists no longer look upon 
Electricity as a continuous fluid flowing in and out of conductors; it is now 
believed to be granular or “atomic” in structure; that is, we have now 
grains, “atoms” or corpuscles of electricity entering like “companies”, 
“battalions”, “armies,” etc., into substances and leaving them. These units 
of Electricity were called by Sir J. J. Thomson “‘corpuscles,” and by John- 
stone Stoney “Electrons”, But what is this unit charge? Can we regard 
it as a vortex in Ether? How does it then take a positive and negative 
character out of vortex-motion? Is it only a difference in the direction of 
motion? The difference between a positive charge and a negative charge 
appears to be fundamental. Likes repel and unlikes attract each other. 
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How is that effected? These questions probing to the very root of the 
matter still remain unanswered. 

The common hypothesis, however is to regard the electric condition 
as a condition of stress in Ether. The something which is stressed and strained 
is Ether, all forms of energy (Electricity included) are forms of stress in 
Ether, and Matter with all its properties is the manifestation of such stress- 
and-strain in Ether. In this conception, we have only substituted the 
word “stress” for the word “energy”; but we are still far from clearly 
understanding its nature. What is this stressing in Ether, why and how 
does it stress? This is not known. 

Energy is commonly stated to be the capacity for doing work; and 
Work is commonly expressed in terms of motion or change of configuration. 
In this way a ‘formula’ of Energy or work may be given; but it is a descrip- 
tion and not a definition; it never tells us what Energy or Capacity for 
doing work is. Clerk Maxwell, one of the greatest of British physicists, 
in his “Matter and Motion” said: “We are acquainted with Matter only 
as that which may have energy communicated to it from other Matter, 
and which may in its turn communicate energy to other Matter.” 

So, according to him, it becomes necessary to understand ‘Energy’ 
in order to understand ‘Matter’. But what is Energy? “Energy” on the 
other hand, he says, “we know only as that which in all natural phenomena 
is continually passing from one portion of matter to another.” As a 
definition of Energy it involves the vicious circle. The inscrutable “that 
which” appears in both the statements. Taking again the famous Tréatise 
on Natural Philosophy by Sir William Thomson (Lord Kelvin) and 
Professor Tait, we read (S.207)—“we cannot, of course, give a definition 
of Matter which will satisfy the metaphysician, but the naturalist may be 
content to know matter as that which can be perceived by the senses, or as that 
which can be acted upon by, or can exert, force. The latter, and indeed the 


former also, of these definitions involves the idea of force, which in point of 
fact, is a direct object of sense; probably of all our senses, and certainly of 
the “muscular sense.” The idea of force is the essence, and it is claimed by 
these authors, as indeed it has been claimed by all realistic philosophers, 
that force is a direct object of sense experience—that in muscular activity 
in particular we directly apprehend what force is. Empiricists from 
Hume and Mill down to the physical empiricists such as Ernst Mach, 
Poincaré, Karl Pearson and others, have objected to these definitions ofa 


Matter as being too metaphysical or even as being unpsychological. The 
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inscrutable “that which” which occurs in these definitions refers to the 
metaphysical “thing-in-itself” as distinguished from phenomena; and 
force or energy which these definitions suppose to be a direct object of sense, 
is nothing of the kind at all: we are only aware of changes in our groups 
of sensations and infer objective causes of such changes (i.e., things and 
forces). According to this psychology, then, Matter is for us only a 
“complexus of sense-experiences”; it will not even allow us to say with 
J. S. Mill that “Matter is a permanent possibility of sense impressions” 
(System of Logic, Bk. i, Chap. iii). For, the unwary may take even this 
to imply a supersensuous entity at the base of the sense-impressions! 
Whether right or wrong, this view which apparently would not 
permit us to go beyond groups and series of sense-experiences and their 
changes to search after ‘realitics,’ is, if consistently held, the reductio ad 
absurdum of all thought and all science. What we directly and immediately 
experience is a universe, and this universe of experience is the Fact which 
is alogical and unspeakable.t It is by Thought (Buddhi) that we treat 
this universe of experience variously: this treating principle being, of 
course, immanent, and not transcendent, in relation to the universe of 
experience which is treated. How is it treated? It is treated by being 
veiled, by being changed or moved, and by being presented. If we call 
the treating operation, Stress, then clearly it has three partials as just 
indicated — presentation (Sattva-guna), movement (Rajo-guna) and veiling 
(Tamo-guna). For example I think I am now hearing the cooing of a bird; 
really this phenomenon is the emphasised part or section in a whole universe 
of experience which I now have; but this whole has been more or less 
veiled, so that I appear to have a particular sensation only (viz., the cooing 
sound) at this moment. And the veiling of the whole, the prominence of a 
part, its passing away and coming into prominence of another, presuppose 
movement. From this short analysis it will appear that the Empiricist 
can get his “clusters of sense-impressions” and “series of sense-impressions”” 
only after his mind or Buddhi has treated, in the manner above indicated, 
the logical Fact-Whole, and cut it up into segments and rearranged them 
according to certain basic Samskaras (laws) of his Buddhi. His Empiricism 
is not radical; he is a dealer in second-hand articles—the so-called “impres- 
sions’ and ‘ideas’. Radical Empiricism must bring us face to face with the 
1 This is the position of Prof. P. N. Mukhyopadhyaya in his “Approaches to Truth” 


“and “Patent Wonder” to whom I ind iti R in this and 
other sections, — J. W. am indebted for the exposition o; casc in this an 
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Fact; and when it does so, it becomes Radical Realism, for then the Ideal 
and the Real become one. This is the position of Vedanta. 

The Empiricist would have us believe that his “cluster” and “scries” 
(i.e., co-existence and sequence) of “sensation” are native to actual experi- 
ence while the Realist’s “thing” and “attribute,” “cause,” “force” and 
“effect” are only thought-constructions foreign to actual experience. 
But this is an untenable position. Either say with Kant that all these 
(co-existence, sequence, thing and attribute, cause and effect, etc.) are 
thought-forms or categories only and are therefore foreign to the “‘thing- 
in-itself” which we do not know; or say with the Realist that these are 
thought-forms as well as actual forms of the thinkable itself — that Thought 
thinks in these forms and ways because the thinkable has in reality these 
forms and ways. We cannot admit truths by halves. 

The Vedantic position is as follows: 

Reality is Experience. Experience is a Universe. This Universe 
lives, moves and has its being in Consciousness! or Git. Cit therefore is 
Reality and the foundation of Reality. ‘There is no inscrutable “thing-in- 
itself” beyond or behind Consciousness. Far from being unknowable, 
Reality is Cognition itself. Now, the Universe of Experience which is, 
and appears in Cit, may be regarded by us from. three stand-points. (A) 
As it is, without any limitations; this is the Alogical Fact which cannot 


be circumscribed by any category... (8) As the quiescent and transcendent 
this is Cit as such or Siva 


and have their application when the Parga 

Itself into centres distinguishable from one another. So that when a 
Centre reviews the universe of Experience from. its own point of view 
(ie, the Self) its review casts itself into the forms of certain categories: 
it thinks of a world existing objectively to itself in Space, consisting of 
Things and their Attributes, causing phenomena in itself, and changing 


1 That is pure Consciousness unaffected by the operations of unconscious mind. 
Reality. 24d. 
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in Time. And this is a necessary treatment of experience by a Centre: 
it cannot but do it. A Centre treats its experience in this fundamental 
way and in no other, because experience has in reality the basis of all these 
relations. That is to say, Space, External Order, Time, Cause, Substance 
and the rest are no mere subjective dreams of the Centre: these relations 
are objective arrangements as well as subjective representations of those arrangements 
— which is Realism. The. Vediantist, therefore, differs from Kant in 
two essential respects: (1) He offers no unknowable “Thing-in-itself” 
beyond phenomena or Experience. His Reality is Experience. (2) Within 
this Experience certain fundamental operations go on: a particular Centre 
itself born of those fundamental operations in it, reviews those operations 
from its own standpoint; by its review it frames its own “‘scheme”’ of the 
universe; and this “scheme” is not essentially unlike the real scheme of the 
universe because the universe is nothing else than experience; a Centre 
is nothing else than a “‘Point-of-view” in it, and a Centre’s review and 
thought of existence, evolved out of and governed by, the fundamental 
operations in experience itself, cannot be essentially unlike what experience, 
and therefore Reality, really is. The Laws of Thought are thus justified. 
These Laws cannot belie those fundamental disposistions and operations 
of Reality which make them possible. 

We need not therefore be shy to speak of a real Space, in which 
real Matter energises in real Time and really causes sense-affections to 2 
given Centre. Only it should be clearly understood that the basis of all 
this is consciousness and the stressing in consciousness. The Sakta Vedan- 
tist offers no Substance separate from its Energy, no Saklimdn! separate 
from Sakti! but Indian Substance which is Cit is Energy. Man as a 
given centre, knows it in both the aspects (Substance-Energy), and as a 
member of the universal stress-system, he directly apprehends Energy in 
other Centres or the world for the matter of that. Action and reaction 
are correlative; there is no idea of the one without an idea of the other. 
When therefore he acts and feels that he is acting, he feels at the same 
time that something other than himself is reacting on him; e.g., when he 
gives a blow to a thing, he feels his own force, and he fecls that of the 
thing. It is a single feeling presenting two poles like a magnet. 

Nor is the Hindu driven to look upon Conceptual or “scientific” Matter 
as something essentially unlike Perceptual Matter, or this latter as some- 
- thing essentially unlike real Matter or real Thing-in-itself. There is a 

1 Possessor of Power and Power. 
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tendency in science to regard Ether, Atom, Lines and Tubes of Force, 
etc., as “convenient fictions” or “conceptual models” only which have no 
perceptual equivalents; perceived Matter is also believed to be unlike the 
real Thing-in-itself. Thus “Scientific Matter? is doubly removed from 
the world of realities. This, however, need not be the fact. Since no 
“dark” world of things-in-themselves exists, a given Centre’s resume of the 
universe is a resume of the world of experience from its own standpoint 
(and therefore subject to its own Samskaras or tendencies which may 
veil to a degree the Reality which is Experience or Cinmaya) ;1 but its 
resume of Experience, and therefore, of Reality must be true as regards the 
fundamentals or essentials. For example, its resume so far as it postulates 
a real Space, a real Time, real centres of force stressing upon one another, 
a real Ether as the medium through and by w. ich the mutual stresses 
are exerted, and a real universal Energy which is Cit-Sakti (i.e., of the 
nature of Will), is valid. Man’s fundamental commonsense is not there- 
fore ‘common non-sense. However much science has sophisticated, 
Man’s essential beliefs as regards the universe he lives in are true. 

And what arc the essentials of our resume of Matter? In the first 
place, we postulate some sort of a continuum (Vibhu, Vyapaka) whether. 
that be a vacuum (i.e., Space) or a plenum (i.e., Ether); the continuum appears 
in two forms — static and dynamic; the first is Space or Ether, the second 
is Time; for Time is the continuum regarded as a drift or flow. Both are 
forms of Substance-Energy which is Cit. In the second place, we postulate 
discontinuous, discrete ‘‘sections” (which may be reduced to points or 
Bindus) in the continuum; that is to say, the continuum must also be known 
and conceived by us as finitised, broken into discontinuities which are 
centres or points in it. This finitisation is the work of Maya-sakti whereby 
the unlimited is experienced as limited. In third place, these centres of 
discontinuity imbedded in a continuum are stressing upon one another, so 
that they are bound to one another as members of a universal stress-system. 
These being the three fundamental postulates of our resume of Matter, 
we have a sufficient warrant for Ether, Energy and Centres of Energy 
(which appear as the “‘chemical atoms”) which sum up Matter. 

Because we cannot be mistaken as regards the fundamental postulates 
involved in our resume of experience, it does not follow that our ieee 
about Matter, Life and Mind must all be the same and all be true. Eac 
of us is a Centre and a particular standpoint; hence though we all agree 


1 That is cssentially consciousness as Cit. 
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as regards certain inalienable essentials of existence, we must differ as 
regards the forms in which those essentials may express themselves. For 
example, we cannot but be right as regards the continuum itself; it 
exists. But what is it? Is it a vacuum as was supposed by generations 
of physicists or isit a plenum? If the latter, what is its nature? How is Ether 
to be conceived? As an clastic Solid? As a perfect Fluid? As a perfect 
Jelly? Then again, we cannot but be right as regards the centres of disconti- 
nuity in the continuum. But what are they? Chemical Atoms? Ether- 
elements in vortex-motion? A centre of strain in Ether? A centre of force? 
Lastly, we cannot but be right as regards the mutual stressing of the centres. 
But how is it exerted? Through wave-motion? By actual Lines and Tubes 
of Force as supposed, for example, by Faraday ? So, the actual forms 
may be more or less veiled to a given conscious Centre; another may be 
better enlightened than he is; and so there is need of Science, Philosophy 
and Realisation by Sadhana. 

Further, our placing the foundations of Matter in Cit-Substance- 
Energy has relieved us of the necessity of partitioning Reality into Matter, 
Life and Mind and then trying hopelessly to link them up again. We 
have nothing else than Experience. Matter, Life and Mind must be 
modes of Experience. The Essence of each is Cit-Substance-Energy or 
Sakti. If, therefore, Matter be spiritualised, and Mind be materialised 
and both be vitalised, we merely solve an equation. The fundamental 
laws of Matter, Life and Mind are not exclusive and peculiar (sui generis). 

All Energy is Cit-fakti or Consciousness-energy. This Energy has 
two forms—the agent which does work; and the instruments with which, 
and the material upon which, work is done. Energy appearing as agent 
(Karta) is technically called Cit-Sakti; and Energy appearing as instrument 
and material (Kérapa and Upadana) is Maya-Sokti. In every form of 
existence, sentient or “insentient”, living or “non-living,” Energy must 
appear in both forms. Thus there must be Cit-Sakti or Energy as agent 
in a so-called “atom” of Matter also. It cannot be wholly inert, i.e., moved 
by external impact alone like a billiard-ball. It must have (as Sakta 
doctrine holds) its own stock of spontaneity. It must have its own 
domestic economy of intra-atomic energy, which is controlled by the 
“Self” or Atma of the atom. And does not the Science of to-day recognise 
this? She now puts a tremendous amount (almost limitless) of Energy 
„ into the tiny atom; and She recognises some sort of domestic government 

in the atom, by which the “sub-atoms” move in a certain order according 
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to certain velocitics, are sometimes pitched off (as in Radio-activity) 
when they overstep a certain “critical”? velocity; by which the atom 
itself may cvolve into a different kind, and may even dissolve into the 
sea of Ether and its stock of universal and fundamental Energy. The 
basis of this arrangement in, say, an atom of Hydrogen, is the “Self” of 
that atom of Hydrogen — its Energy appearing as agent. And this is 
Cit-Sakti, its Abhimani Caitanya or Adhisthatri-Devata, which, as appearing 
in H, may be more veiled than as appearing in a “living” corpuscle 
(C.H.N.O.), or as appearing in the cave of Intelligence (Buddhiguha) 
of a rational animal; but still it ts and works in the atom of Hydrogen. 
So in the unitary system of existence, there is perfect fraternity between 
man and the “meanest” particle of Matter. What is here in him is also 
really there in that, and vice versa. Like him that also has its action (Karma), 
its enjoyment (Bhoga) and its release from all bonds (Apavarga) through 
Abhyudaya or progression in the course of upward evolution into man and 
from’ man to God. 

Hence the three fundamental queries regarding Matter with which 
we opencd the present section can be briefly answered according to Vedantic 
Doctrine in this way: (1) The something which affects our sense as Matter 
is Cit-substance-energy (Sakti). (2) It is essentially dynamic and its dynamism 
works eternally in certain lines, so that we cannot justly speak of its acqui- 
ring a dynamic character or dynamic tendencies at any time. It works, 
and this is what is meant by saying that it is Energy. Laws of Work (Karma) 
are the Laws of Energy. Energy works as an atom of Hydrogen rather than 
as an atom of Oxygen, because in the former case its Karma has been, ts and will 
be different from that in the latter case. Its being H is therefore determined by 
its Karma. It is however not immutable, as was thought by the older 
generations of physicists. All Matter is slowly radio-active—which means 
that all Matter is slowly transmuting, evolving; a conclusion which must 
inevitably follow from Samkhyan and Vedantic principles. It transmutes 
by its stresses, i.e., by its Karma. (3) And this “Material” Energy is Cons- 
ciousness-Energy analogous to what we experience in attention andil 

The whole operation goes on in Cit which, regarded as a quiescent 


background or frame, is the Cidakasa or Ether of Consciousness. Man has 


direct experience of this too in the Samadhi or ecstasy of completed 
Yoga. 


LE  mutabl : ts 
Mahi kala Pas neit Wein nor end—neither birth nor death”. 
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6 

We have seen that Continuity and Discontinuity have both thcir base 
in our universe of experience; Thought therefore is not fanciful when it 
conceives a continuum in which discontinuous or discrete centres (Jivas) are 
in action and reaction. The need of a continuous plenum or Ether (Akasa) 
and that of the Atom (Anu) are therefore real needs; we cannot do without 
either. Those physicists who discard the Ether cannot discard the continuum 
of Space and Time. Those again who looked askance at the “atom” or 
“corpuscle? cannot do without “centres of force” or “points where given 
quanta of Energies operate.” 

The continuous and the discontinuous must have no rigid limits set 
to them. The ideal limit or perfection of a continuum is not Scientific Ether 
(about which the scientific doctors differ), but is in the Vedanta the Ether 
of Consciousness (Cidakasa which the Chandogya calls Jyāyān and Pardyanam 
(i.e., greater than the greatest—Mahato Mahiyan as also anorapiyan smaller 
than the smallest) and the ultimate Ground and Support of all things or 
God. Similarly, the ideal limit of the discontinuous is not the scientific 
atom or electron, but the Bindu which is a focussed condition of Sakti or 
Energy of God or more strictly God as Energy. The Nydya-Vaisesika 
Paramagu which is a point of stimulation is also as already stated not so crude 
as the scientific atom or electron. 

In the search after the ideal limit in cither direction (viz., continuity 
and discontinuity—Mahat and Apu—), it is necessary to pass through a 
series before the ideal is reached—Ether of Consciousness on the one hand 
and the ideal Sakti-Bindu on the other. In other words, we must have a 
Continua-series and a Discontinua-series of largeness and a series of smallness. 
The upper limit of the first is Cidakasa and the ultimate limit of the second is 
Bindu-Sakti, It is always well to remember these two series and their limits; 
if we do not, we shall not understand the search after Ether and Corpuscles 
in Science, nor the genesis of the sensible world as given ia the Vedanta 
Book of Genesis. The latter starts with the ideal limits; hence its First 
Principles cannot be completely rendered in terms of Scientific Ethers and 
Electrons. Nevertheless these serve a purpose as far as they go. They give 
us a sort of rude “first sketch” of Nature as, in the words of Dr. Bertrand 
Russell, Newton’s Physics gave of the ways of Nature some two centuries 
ago. 
Between the uppermost limit and the lowermost we have a series of 
continua and discontinua arranged in ascending and descending orders; and 
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all these intervening orders of largeness and smallness, continuity and 
discontinuity are susceptible to strain and stress in a varying degree. The 
Bhiitas or “Elements” arise out of this variable stress-and-strain attitude. 
A Sastric parable may be taken to represent the birth of this series. Aditi, 
the Vedic mother of the Devas, literally means that which cannot be divided 
or cut: She is as such the continuum in the limit or perfection. She is the 
Perfect Ether. In her womb, Vayu or Maruts are born. Vayu means, in 
the world-aspects, the (relative) continuum in movement. It is the Moving 
Ether. Now, Indra, jealous of the strength of this Devata about to be born, 
enters Aditi’s womb and cuts it up into segments. Let Indra represent here 
Cit-‘akti by which the undivided continuum in movement is divided into 
a number of “components” of the movement. In this way, Vayu becomes 
in fact the Maruts (plural) which are said to be 49 in number.! The single 
continuum in movement thus evolves, under the action of Cit-Sakii, a series 
of moving continua which are the Marud-gana. Every Devata, it should be 
remeinbered in this connectiori, has a physical aspect. For all that is, is an 
Epiphany of the Divine. 

The problem before Physics as well as Metaphysics is this: Assuming 
that the Absolute Continuum is X and the Limit of Discontinuity is Y, how 
and where shall we place, between these two Limits (Cidakasa and Bindu), 
Sky, Air, Water, Earth, Life, Mind (Antahkarana), and the rest? How shall 
we fit our actual order of experience into his frame-work? Science in the 
West is solving, though hardly as yet suspecting the Ideal Limits, this 
Problem; Philosophy in India has also attempted to solve it. One solution 
of Science is that Matter is nou-matter (i.¢., Ether) in motion. What does 
it mean and how near to Truth does it bring us? This we shall next sec. 

7 

No one of the Six Standards or Points of view of Indian philosophy? 
looks at matter from the physico-chemical point of view. They consider 
it from the standpoint of its effect on the mind and senses. Matter in this 
view-is that which, affecting the mind and senses, produces therein the 
sensations of hearing, touch, form and colour, taste and smell. The first 
Standard differs from the rest in its treatment of sound and hearing (v. post), 
but they agree also in this, that matter is both gross (Sthitla) that is, sensible, 
and subtile (Siksma), that is, unperceivable by the senses but by mind alone. 
What then is that which produces these sensations? Here the standards 

“T See ante Life. 

2 See ante Reality. 
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differ. It is necessary, in the first place, to understand the Indian classifi- 
cation of magnitude. 

There are four kinds of magnitude—small (Anu), large (A¢ahat)—tcrms 
relating to solid or three dimensional magnitude; short (Hrasva), lorig 
(Dirgha)— terms which relate to linear magnitude. The first standard also 
considers (VII.1.11.14.17) these two pairs of categories as giving rise to 
two series (Dhara), e.g., A is smaller than B, B than C, ctc., one series. 
A is shorter than B, B than C, etc. There are six possible combinations of 
these four magnitudes, viz., (1) Anu-Mahat, small-large; (2) Anu-Hragva, 
small-short; (3) Anu-Dirgha, small-long; (4) Mahat-Hrasva, large-short; 
(5) Mahat-Dirgha, large-long; (6) Hrasva-Dirgha, short-long. The first and 
sixth combine contraries (VII.1.10) and are, therefore, cancelled. The 
third is also untenable, because a thing which is small in dimension cannot 
be long. Similarly, a thing which is large in dimension cannot be short and 
the fourth goes out leaving only the second and the fifth as logically tenable 
combinations. Each of these magnitudes has its degrees. Thus Anu which 
is small and atomic may represent several degrees of which the extreme 
limit or infinitely small than which there is nothing smaller is Paramanu.! 

According to the first standard (Nyaya-vaisesika), gross, transient, 
sensible matter, is that matter which is large (Mahat) and consists of many 
parts and has form in itself. Compound matter is constituted of certain 
aggregates called Ternaries (Tryanuka Trasarenu) which are the smallest 
tridimensional, and therefore theoretically perceivable, aggregates consis- 
ting of three couplets or Binaries of two points each; such points being called 
Paramapus. The single Ternary though theoretically perceivable is in 
practice not so. The Binaries and Points are unperceivable. Perceivable 
matter is of three dimensions and infra-sensible matter, or matter unpercei- 
vable by the senses exists as a Binary of two dimensions or as a Point without 
magnitude. The smallest particle of tri-dimensional matter is theoretically 
perceivable,2 that is provided the requisite sense-capacity is there. In any 
case it can be actually imaged, and since it possesses both primary and 
secondary qualities it can be concretely imaged. The annotators who in 
some cases possessed neither the Yogic vision} of the ancient Scers,4 nor 
the knowledge of modern science, often represent the Particle or Trasarenu 
as a moving particle visible to the eye, such as a mote secn in a sun-beam 
as a pencil of light, let through an aperture into a dark room. It is said to 

1 2 

; parama (upremo) and Apu. 3 Rane yonye. 
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be composed of three Binaries (Duyaruka) and broken up into six “atoms” 
(Paramāņus). But this cannot be so, as even a microscopic particle must 
according to Western science contain multi-millions of corpuscles. A particle 
or Trasarenu is an “element” of solid dimension in sensible matter. It has a 
magnitude of three dimensions namely length, breadth and thickness. It is 
thus the solid element of matter. The Particle or Trasarenu is composed of 
three Binaries or Duyanuka which have neither breadth nor thickness and 
which are “elements” of linear dimension.! The Binary again is composed 


of Points. Two Points, not touching, make a short line of which the breadth ` 


and thickness or solid dimension are nothing. Next, two such elements of 
linear dimension (Duyanuka) are combined. From a common origin or point 
of reference two short lines are drawn in two different directions thus pro- 
ducing a very small surface or “element” of surface dimension.? If again 
three such short lines are drawn from a common origin at say right angles 
to each other there is produced an element of solid dimension or volume.? 
Three binaries make in this way a perceivable Particle or Trasarenu or 
Ternary, the magnitude of which is much greater than that of a Binary, 
for the former has breadth and thickness which the latter has not. Hence 
compared to a Binary it is large (Mahat). Again many lines must be bundled 
together like slender wires, twisted into a rope, to produce even a very 
small volume; each of the constituent lines is short but the aggregate of these 
short lengths is comparatively long (Dirgha). Hence the magnitude of the 
Ternary or Trasarenu is large and long (Mahat-Dirgha) just as the Binary 
is small (Anu, because lacking solid dimension) and short (Anu-hrasva). 

We have next to consider the ultimate Points or Atoms which go to make 
up the Binaries, the Ternaries and the combinations of these which, as 
molar masses, form sensible matter (Bhilta). I call it an atom, not because 
it is like the atom of Western Science, but because it is the true atom that 
is an indivisible partless point of substance without any of the three dimen- 
sions and relative to its effect a Point of Force, whereas the atom of Science 
and even its electron has some magnitude, however minute. Without this 


1 DI in mathematical notation. 


rekha); the straight line (Rjurekha) and the prismatic form (Srngataka) iinet the 


Devatās are Vama, Jyestha, and Raudri, See Yogi € 
the curved line said to be in the form of an clephant-goad (Ankufa representing surface 
Benen HES e acne into a plane and the tridimensional figure 
is formed. 
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explanation the translation of the Point or Paramanu as atom is misleading. 
The “measure”! of the Paramanu or true atom is called Parimandala which 
means literally a “sphere.” It is therefore an infinitely small sphere or Point 
(Bindu). Each series (Dhara) of the four categories of magnitude has a 
superior? and inferior} limit. If A in the series is the inferior limit, and if it 
be absolutely small, then it is the Atom or Paramapu just as Z may be the 
superior limit and absolutely great, such as the Self (Atma) and Ether 
(Akasa). Between these two limits there are several orders relatively great 
or small. Ifthe Paramanu or point had any finite magnitude, however small, 
like the scientific atom or electron then it would not be the inferior limit—- 
the partless unit. Hence the infinitcly small unit is nothing greater than a 
Point (Bindu). The same reasoning will apply to the other pair “Short- 
long”. The infinitely short thing is again a Point. Ifit had any finite length 
it would be divisible. So the inferior limit of the second series is also the 
Paramanu. It is a Parimandala because it is a sphere of which the radius is 
infinitely small, that is a Point. Things of perception are seen to be divisible 
into smaller and smaller particles. All these are spheres of finite, however 
small, radii. So are even the electrons of science. Pushing however to the 
limit we get a sphere of which the radius is infinitely small and this is Pari- 
mandalya. In all physico-mathematical analysis of things in Science, we 
have to imagine and deal with the “volume elements”. A mere Point or 
mere Line cannot be an object of concrete imagination for us—we cannot 
perccive it even with the eye of imagination. Such perception becomes 
possible only when we take a solid clement. Neither the Point (Paramaru) 
nor Line (Dzyanuka) are that, ahd are therefore unperceivable. The smallest 
solid element is the Trasarepu which is theoretically perceivable, if there be 
the requisite sense capacity which ordinarily there is not. The chemical 
atom, electron and so forth, being larger or smaller solid elements, fall 
under the generic category of the Ternary or Trasareņu for they cannot be 
either the Binary or Dzyapuku or the unit or Paramapu which are not thus 
perceivable or imaginable by us. They are supersensibles or transcendental, 
not in the sense that while too small (such as a Trasarenu) to be perceived 
by the unassisted senses or aid of instruments hitherto invented they could 
be perceived by the senses with the aid of ideally perfect instruments, but 
in the sense that they can never under any circumstances be perceived by 


Padaiga: Sce Vaife., viL 1. 20. 
4 Parama-mahat. 5 Atindrya. 
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the senses. They can only be conceived by the Mind. The Points are also 
non-spatial that is to say they cannat occupy space or localised position.! 

Before describing thcir nature it is necessary to enquire how from the 
points as things of no magnitude, things of magnitude are produced.2 The 
sensible is either visible or invisible, such as the acrial atmosphere which 
is limited and consists of discrete parts, otherwise there could be no move- 
ments in it, for in an all filling continuum no parts of it can move from their 
places, nor can other parts come in from some other quarter. All sensible 
things are of limited extent and as such discrete, consisting of parts. A thing 
of limited magnitude may be produced by things already having magnitude, 
or by a number of things without magnitude, standing not contiguously 
but at distances from one another and then entering into a combination or 
unification so as to form a single unit which, as a whole, may behave as 
one individual, and in which the originating parts are no longer entirely 
independent of the whole, in which case the originating parts or factors 
need not have any magnitude whatever. The unified wholes are secondary 
or produced units or individuals. The constituents are not contiguous but 
have spaces between them for the discrete sensible is never an absolute 
solid.4 A Point which is contiguous to, and thus coinciding with another 
Point remains a Point, but standing apart produces a Line. A number of 
pure lines that is having only length, which are not less than three, can 
produce a thing of solid tri-dimensional magnitude that is length, breadth, 
and thickness. Contiguous lines produce only a linc just as the contiguous 
Point is nothing but a Point. But if the lines stand apart and in two planes, 
their combination produces a figure which is a thing of tridimensional 
magnitude (Trasarenu) which by the addition of Mass becomes perccivable 
to all. 

Why it may be asked should the ultimate constituents of matter be 
without magnitude? Because in the first place thought cannot rest there 
and will subdivide again and again as long as any magnitude is assumed- 
And next it is seen that things with magnitude may be produced from things 
without magnitude. Thirdly if the ultimate constituents of sensible things 
were composed of solid, hard, and extended particles with magnitude, 
however small, then the Ether could not be all-pervading. The Points 
without magnitude which are the ultimate constituents of matter being 


2 See “Hinds Realism” by J. C. Chatterjee, 25 et seg. 
3 That an AIRE st individual (Avayavin) other than a mere aggregate. 


4 Things can be opcrated upon by heat and can be comp : 
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partless cannot, like discrete things composed of parts, be produced or 
destroyed and are eternal.t Gross sensible matter is non-eternal. What 
then is Paramdnu the ultimate constituent of sensible matter but itself beyond 
the senses? In the first place it is not an infinitely small element of what we 
actually experience which are all compounds, but it is an infinitely small 
partless Point of Substance (really existing and cntcring variously into 
compounds) which is the ground and cause of four classes of sensation, viz., 
touch, form and colour, taste and smell.2 It is a real and independently 
existing Force and-self-subsisting stimulus, producing both the sensible and 
sensation.’ As sensation is fourfold, they are, as the cause of it, of four 
classes technically and symbolically called “Air,” “Fire,” “Water,” 
“Earth”.4 This does not mean that they are what we call such, which is 
gross compounded matter because they are respectively and in particular 
manifest in pure air which may be felt through its motions and temperature, 
which may be seen in all fiery substances, tasted in watery form (for the 
flavour ofa thing is only had when it is dissolved into liquid form) and which 
may be smelt as solid matter.’ The aerial Paramagu is the ultimate consti- 
tuent of the form of Matter from which all other sensible special qualitics 
can be eliminated except Touch; the fiery, watery, and earthy Paramanus 
are the ultimate constituents of those forms of matter from which all other 
sensible qualities can be eliminated but not colour and form, taste and smell. 
Therefore the Vayu-Paramanu is a material point which produces gross 
measurable matter sensible as touch and the sense of touch, just as the rest 
Tejas-Paramagu, Ap-Paramanu, and Prthivi-Paramanu produce gross matter 
sensible as colour and form, taste and odour. V.P. has the quality of touch 
and feel only; T.P. has this and colour and form; A.P. has the two last and 
the property taste, whilst P.P. has the last three and as its own inalienable 
characteristic the quality of odour. V, T, A, P, exist in two forms, one subtle 
and eternals and the other gross and non-cternal.? The former is the 


1 Destruction means division into component parts. 
2Jn Sanskrit Sparfa, Rupa, Rasa, Gandha. 
3 Paramanus originate both sensible matter and the particular sense. The senses 
are of the same nature as the stimuli which provoke them. 
4 Vayu, Tejas, Ap, Prthivi. 
S Water may be smelt, but if so it is duc to the presence of solid matter in it. Pure 
water is without odour. “Earth” does not mean only what is popularly so called but 


any solid substance, ¢.g., fiesh, flower, fruit in so far as the same are solids. Both carthly, 
that is gross sensible, fire and air are compounds. 


6 Siiksma and Nitya: existing cven during the dissolution of the world. 
7Sthila, Anitya; arising only on the “creation” of the world. 
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ultimate supersensible unit or minimum! and the latter is sensible matter 
formed by the aggregation? of the ultimate units according to a definite 
order of combination, viz., binaries or couplets (Doyapuka) and Ternaries 
(Trasarenu). At this last stage matter becomes theoretically fit for percep- 
tion,? or as it is called Bhita, though in practice it only becomes perccivable 
when it becomes large and consists of many parts.‘ Thus as we have scen 
the subtle Prthivi-Paramanu itself possesses and produces the four kinds of 
qualities in gross Prthivi or Prthivi-Bhiitas (P.B.) It has therefore colour 
and form (Ripa) and the rest, but its form is not such as can be apprehended 
by the senses.¢ When the object becomes large and has many parts, and 
has form in itself, it becomes an object of visual perception. For the mere 
existence of form in a thing is not enough for its being perccived by the cye. 
To be perccivable it must possess such form as brings it within the range 
of our normal sense-capacity.” The Paramanus or Material Minima have 
infrasensible mobility, form, taste, and smell, which originate these qualities 
in sensible matter as the gross object of perception. 

The first Standard in its description of the Paramdpus omits onc quality 
namely Sound. (Sabda) which is also perceived by a single and special sense 
namely hearing. For it does not regard sound as a property of discrete 
sensible things. It may be climinated from all of them for they all may be 
conceived as absolutely silent. Sound may be said to be common to all 
things, in that it may be produced by means of any of them but at the 
same time there is no sensible thing which cannot exist without it. But 
though sound is not a property of the discrete sensible it must, as a quality 
which is not subjective, inhere in a Reality and that: Reality is the 
Continuum or Ether (Akasa). The sense of hearing is essentially of the 
nature as Ether itself, and so with the other senses which are essentially 
the same as the stimuli themselves. The sensations produced by thesc 
stimuli existing in the Continuum (Akaga) are taken up and co-ordinated 
by the Mind which is here called Manas and passed on by it to the Sclf 
(Atma) in which Consciousness inheres. 

8 

In the second Standard (Samkhya-yoga), Matter is not, as in the 
preceding Standard, something which, cither in gross or subtle form, is 

1 Carama Avayavi or Paramanu. Samyoga. 3 Praytaksa yogya. 


2 Sam 
4 Mahat and has many Avayavas. Vaise., IV. 1. 6. 5 
5 Bhiita is the nearest expression for the sensible matter of science. 


6 Udbhiia. 


1 That is Riipa-visesa or Udbhiita-Ripa. Thus the pollen dust of scented flowers 


floating in the wind excite the sense of smell but not that of sight. 
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eternally separate and distinct from Mind. In the second Standard Mind 
and Matter are phenomenally distinct, but are in their ground and during 
the dissolution of the universe, one. That is, they are each transformations! 
and modes of the one Natural Principle? from which both evolve when 
such Principle is associated with the Selves? who are Consciousness. Accor- 
ding to this doctrine of evolution‘ the cause evolves into the effect and yet, 
as Cause, remains what it is. As effect it is modified that is the effect is the 
cause modified. All which exists is a transformation of one substance, their 
cause. Causation is transformation; cause and effect being different positions 
of the same thing in the time sequence, the antecedent position being 
the cause and the consequent position the effect. The Natural principle 
as the source of Mind and Matter has three factors or Gunas—Saliva, Rajas 
and Tamas. The meaning of these is simple but has been obscured. The 
Natural Principle, which is a principle of unconsciousness, works in associa- 
tion with Consciousness which is itself quiescent. What is its effect? it may 
do one or other of two things. It may obscure Consciousness, in varying 
degree, or it may similarly reveal Consciousness. When it is said that Sativa 
“reveals” Consciousness what is meant is that it does so relative to the 
operation of Tamas. Consciousness is self-revealing.s The Natural Principle 
is an obscuring and negating one (for the Gunas are ever inseparate) but not 
always in the same degree. In so far as and to the extent that it suppresses 
the specifically obscuring factor (Tamas) it reveals Consciousness and is 
called Sativa Guna. In so far and to the extent that it suppresses the 
revealing factor (Sativa), it obscures Consciousness and is called Tamas. But 
both these actions involve activity and this is the Rajas Guna.6 As all which 
is in the effect is in the cause, and as the effect is the cause modified, it follows 
that these three Factors are factors of Mind and Matter and the whole 
universe is composed thereof. In some things one factor prevails more and 
in varying degree than in others. Thus Tamas most prevails in what is 
called gross inorganic matter, and yet also even here in varying degree. 
But even in such former Matter Sativa is not altogether absent, for Sattva, 
Rajas and Tamas never exist separately from one another. It follows then 
that this inorganic Matter also reveals consciousness in its degree. When 
we pass to the lowest forms of vegetable life there is a greater display of 
Sativa though there is Tamas in very great degree. As ascent is made through 


t Vikrti. 2 Prakrti. Purusas 
4 Parinama. s ii: > A 


A 3 pr: i 
a é Rajas makes Tamas active to suppress Sattva and makes Sattva active to suppress 
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higher vegetable, lower animal and higher animal forms until we arrive 
at Man, Sativa Guna (revealing Consciousness) more and more increases and 
Tamas Guna lessens. In Man the increase is observed to range from the 
rudest of primitive men to the Yogin whose consciousness is united with the 
Supreme Consciousness. 

The order of evolution of what are called the Tattvas shows the deve- 
lopment of the various mental and matcrial principles. The evolution is 
not a temporal but a logical one. All the evolved principles are immanent 
but latent in the ultimate Natural Principle. By evolution they become 
manifest. In this Standard start is made with the association of the two 
Principles of Consciousness (the many Purugas) and Unconsciousness (the 
one Prakrli), the first of which is inactive and eternally changeless, and the 
second is eternally active. Change actually takes place in the Natural 
Principle though owing to the association of Consciousness with the latter, 
change seems to be observed there also. What is evolved? The experience 
of past worlds. Everything which will appear is already there potentially 
in the Natural Principle. On the dissolution of the previous universe all is 
merged in the Natural Principle and becomes a mere Samskara or tendency, 
which, in its most fundamental form, is a disposition towards manifestation 
as the world of finite experience. In this general disposition lie implicit 
all the particular tendencies and experiences which manifest as the world of 
man, animal, vegetable and inorganic matter. How and in what manner 
does the evolution of tendency into manifested form take place? In the first 
place by the autodynamic evolution of the Principles (Tattva) which consti- 
tute all manifested being. The first production of the association of 
Consciousness and Unconsciousness and therefore the first transformation 
of the Natural Principle is the Principle (Tativa) called Mahat! or Buddli. 
To understand this state most easily we should go to our own individual 
experience which is a microcosmic form of what appears in the world at 
large. When a man (say X) drops into dreamless slumber he is in the state 
of dissolution (Laya).2 Let us suppose that he very gradually awakes from 
his slumber and slowly regains his waking consciousness. The first 
experience is a vague onc of mere being, with a sense of limitation no doubt, 
but as yet without defined cenire. Thus the sleeper has first the experience 
of being without the experience that it is ke X who is that being. He is not 


1 Mahat=great or massive: a good description for the 
ivati f the word is from Maghas or te i 
Another leio Saa) is not as some suppose the same as Liberation (Moksa). 
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yet to himself an “I” (Aham). There is a vague sense of awareness without: 
reference to a conscious self. Then it comes to him “It is I (X) who went 
to sleep and am now awaking. The sense of limitation is deepened. Then 
he X observes with greater and greater details the things around him and 
takes up to-day the thread of experience from yesterday, interrupted by 
sleep. And so with the universe. It falls into dreamless sleep in the Natural 
Principle and passing through the dreaming state awakens again to the 
world. It is again to be remembered that in the first state or Buddhi there 
is in addition to Buddhi as it is in itself all other principles and experiences 
in a latent state. A person in the first state of awakening from dreamless 
slumber has only a vague sense of being. But therein lies implicit the 
experience of all particulars which that person has had or will have.! So 
in the second state in which the senSe of I (Aham) emerges—a principle 
called the “I—maker” (Ahamkara) there is patent both Buddhi and Ahamkara 
and there is latent all other principles and experiences and so on with the 
rest of the Principles (Tativa) to which I now turn and which have both a 
cosmic and individual, or macrocosmic and microcosmic aspect. 

The first sprouting of the seed of Tendency in Substance as the Natural 
Principle (Prakrti) is that transformation of it which is called Mahat or 
Buddhi. Here the cosmic tendency Samskara as Avidya or the ignorance of 
the whole which renders knowledge of the section possible is actualised.? 
This form of Cosmic Energy is the first manifested form of volition towards 
definiteness of being and direction of evolution. There is at this stage no 
finite centre but a mere undefined experience of being (the first mere 
awareness of the awakening sleeper) containing within it the potency of 
every definite form which is ultimately to evolve from it. It is as if the Will 
to Become assumes definite shape and direction and decides on a definite 
line of evolution. Mahat however as a state of Cosmic volition is merely a 
massive determination to change in which the “How” and the “What” of 
the operation are still implicit. Substance then transforms Itself into a 
Centre. This is the stage of the individualising principle, the self-arrogating ? 
“I making” principle called Ahamkara or Asmitā Tativa. This Cosmic Ego 

1 5 . . . . . “ s 
but to PAE E a N a e, 


form as particulars. It may occur “accidentally” I 
Ta aa TaSi y identally” but I was told of a Yogi who knew 


2 The Bhasya quotes Barsaganya Rsi as saying that the true or whole view of the 
Gunas that is Cosmic Power is not had in orina perience! What we call the present 
view of, z fingi only a cross-section of the whole in which past, present and future unite. 
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or centre of operation in the Cosmic Stuff must be distinguished from the 
individual Ego, who only appcars with the completed evolution of all the 
psychic and physical principles. From the individualising Principle in 
which the self as Buddhi and Ahamkārā or psychic functioning have as their 
object an experience of limited general being in which all particulars are 
implicitly contained, we pass to the stage in which those particulars become 
explicit. There is evolved first and together that aspect of mind (Manas) 
which is the chief and controller of the senses (Jndyya), the ten senses of 
perception and action (Jüänendrya and Karmendyya) and the five Tanmatras 
which are generals of the sense particulars or universals. These Tanmairas 
take the place in this system of the Paramdnus of the first. They will be found 
compared in detail earlier in the section “Mind”. They are the subtle forms 
of matter and from these by compounding and accretion of mass, gross 
matter (Bhiita) is produced namely that fivefold form! of the one Substance 
when sensible, and which affects the senses in five different ways as Sound, 
Touch, Colour and Form,? Taste, and Smell3 through the corresponding 
senses of hearing, touch, vision, taste and smell. From the subjective stand- 
point each form of Matter is the corresponding psychosis objectified. From 
an objective standpoint the five forms of Matter are five forms of motion. 
“Barth” and the rest are at the lowest or gross end of the scale. Earth 
(Prthivi), the characteristic of which is obstruction, is that form of motion 
which produces cohesion, whilst at the highest end Ether (Akasa 
the characteristic of which is non-obstruction, being the medium in which 
all other things and motions are, is non-obstructive all-directed motion, 
radiating in all directions. Between these is first locomotive motion (Vayu) 
upward motion giving rise to expansion (Tejas) and downward motion 
giving rise to contraction (Ap).* 

As previously stated the Sakta system may, in a general way, be under- 
stood if we accept the Samkhya scheme of the evolution of the 24 Tattvas 
but in a Monistic sense. In lieu of the many selves (Purusas) there is one 
Supreme Self who is Siva the God of Good, and in lieu of the Natural 
Principle or Prakrti there is the Power (Sakti)s of God or Siva represented 


1 As Akaga (“Ether”), Vayu (“Air”), Tejas (“Fire”), Ap (“Water”), and Prthivi 
“E i" w . . 
; ah two go home ie No form npea unless there is colour. 

z ūpa, Rasa, Gandha. : : 

9 EE Spara a each of the Bhūtas 1s symbolised by a colour aad ie. 
Thus earth (Prthivi) is yellow and is represented by a square cube to Seal q io 
of solidity. ‘The same notion of solidity is denoted by the Grae who uphol ia e cube. - 
5 As Cit-Sakti that is Consciousness as Power and Maya-Sakti that is Power as 


Maya or as instrumental and material cause. ° 
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under feminine form as His Consort. The “tender”! Prakrti, as the 
Samkhyas called Her, was separate from and independent of the Selves, 
but Power (Sakti) and the Possessor of Power (Saktiman) or Siva are one. 
Even the phrase Possessor of Power is an accommodation for in their ultimate 
sense,? Sakti=Siva. Each therefore of the Principles (Tattvas) and forms 
or Vikrti of Prakrti in the Simkhya are forms of power (Sakti) of the supreme 
power (Maha-Sakti). Therefore the universe which these principles compose 
is self-evolving Sakti or Power. God in one aspect, that is as Consciousness- 
power (Sakti) evolves as the Universe, and yet in another as Consciousness 
(Siva) remains unchanged.3 What is further peculiar to this system is that 
it adds twelve further Principles or Tattavas to the twenty-four. It 
explains how both Prakrti and Purusa, as understood in this system, were 
themselves evolved. But as these earlier Tattvas deal with the evolution of 
consciousness before and as a preliminary to the manifestation of the world 
of duality it is dealt with in the section Maha-Maya as Consciounsess (Cif). 
The nature of Matter as above described is not affected. Matter is a form 
of the Supreme Power and as such is composed of the five forms of motion 
above described. 

As already explained‘ Sakta doctrine or the Doctrine of Power (Sakti) 
is a form of Vedantic monism which possessing elements of its own uses also 
others drawn from the Samkhya. As regards these elements Nyaya-Vaisesika 
teaches Yaugika-srsti;s Samkhya-yoga teaches Yaugika-srstis and Parinama- 
srsti;s Vedanta teaches Yaugika-srsti,s Parindma srstis and Vivarta-srstt.7 
Sakta doctrine teaches in its own way also all three though being a practical 
system of Theology and Ritual its own Vivarta-srsti is conceived in a 
different manner! and it adds an Adysta-srsfi up to the appearance of 
Purusa and Prakrti Tattvas according to the scheme of the thirty-six 
Tattvas.2 Its conception of “Matter? however is not substantially 
different from the Samkhyan and Vedantic views above described. 

1 Komala. 2 That is as Consciousness: Sakti as Cidripini. 


3 Just as in Samkhya one Tattva evolves into another and remains what it was as 
cause. Thus Buddhi produces Ahamkara and yet remains Buddhi. 
4Sce Reality carlier. 
3 Creation e oeer o previously given Elements. 
Creation by evolution; the t existing i i i l 
ifestation: ; product existing in a potential form prior to actua 
Creation where the originating Reality remains what it is and yet brings about 
the effect according to Advaita Vedanta apparently; according to Sakta practical ctrine, 


See last note. 
9 See Sakti and Sakta where this scheme is explained. 
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We have scen that in the search after the ideal limit of discontinuous 
(ie. granular) matter, we must pass through a series (¢.g., “body”, 
“particle,” “molecule,” “atom,” “subatom” (or Electron) and “prime 
atom”), and also that we have to pass through another series in our search 
after the ideal limit of continuous matter (i.c., homogencous, nongranular, 
seamless) through Ethers of increasing subtlety until we come to the 
Cidakaga or Ether of Consciousness itself. The physical unit in Science (as 
distinguished from the chemical unit which is the “atom’’) is now the Elect- 
ron (as unit charge of Electricity); but Electron has a definite mass and 
dimensions as compared, for example, with those of an atom of Hydrogen; 
and since it is so (Sdvayava and parimita), it cannot be the ultimate unit. 
G. Johnstone Stoney, who invented the name ‘Electron’ says! “Here, 
then, the electron is introduced to us as a new entity. Is not it, too, a complex 
system within which internal cvents are ever taking place; And when this 
question can be answered shall we not be in the presence of the inter-active 
parts of an clectron? And do not the same questions arise with respect to 
these? For there is no appearance of there being any limit to the minuteness 
of the scale upon which Nature works. Nothing in Nature seems to be too 
small to have parts incessantly active among themselves.” So the Electron 
need not be partless. 

Coming then to the other series, we note this that since scientific Ether 
is a medium which is capable of being stressed and strained (ż¿.e., changed 
in form or configuration), we must be able to conccive “grains” or elements 
in this so-called continuum itself; for, change of configuration presupposes 
the existence of parts which have a configuration or relative positions 
with respect to one another. Thus it is impossible to conceive a vortex- 
strain in a sea of Ether otherwise placid, unless this sea is composed of grains 


or elements which can change their places. There can thus be no halt at 
halt at the scientific Electron. In 


scientific Ether, just as there can be no 
fact, physicists have sometimes imagined a granular structure for Ether; 
“The Sub-Mechanics of the 


as Professor Osborne Reynolds who in his 
Universe” conceives Ether as a sca of indefinite extent composed of uniform 


spherical grains (smaller than the electrons) which are in relative motion 
with one another. Strain-forms pass through them as waves pass over water. 
A Commentator on this theory says: “Matter is a persistent strain-form 

by E. E. Fournier d'Albe (1909), p. XX. 


e D Thi nie U a 
2 W a efuce to The Fie Recent Development of Physical Science’ (1904), p. 294. 
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flitting through a universal sea of ether: we have explained matter in terms 
of ether. Ether in its turn is described as a fairly close-packed conglo- 
merate of minute grains in continual oscillation: we have explained the 
properties of the aether. So be it. But what of the grains of which the aether 
is composed? Are they “strong in solid singleness” like the one-time atoms 
of Lucretius? Or have they parts within which opens a new field 
of complexity? Of what substance are they made? Has a new aether more 
subtle than the first to be invoked to explain their properties, and a third 
ether to explain the second? The mind refuses to rest content at any step in 
the process. An ultimate explanation of the simplest fact remains, apparent- 
ly for ever, unattainable.” 

An ultimate explanation in terms of science of That Power Whose 
ways are inscrutable (anirvacya) is not to be Thought of. But, on the other 
hand, in secking after the ultimate ground of things, it is best not to be 
groping in the dark or chasing after clusive theories. The Ether of Science, 
for example, has now become something of which it is not possible to form 
a physical conception. What is it like? Is it stagnant or moving? What 
are its properties? These questions cannot now be answered; the only 
conception of Ether as a medium is this that it satisfies a number of differen- 
tial equations associated with the names of Clerk-Maxwell, Lorentz, Larmor 
and others. Some physicists are therefore seriously asking if such an Ether 
is not a mathematical fiction only. Even the positive evidence of the 
Hertzian electric waves and wireless telegraphy does not convince some 
minds as to the real existence of Ether. At any rate, if a real Ether should 
exist, it is a hopeless task to give a rendering of it in mechanical and physical 
terms. The same difficulty meets us in the other direction. The Chemical 
atom has now been weighed and measured; the Kinetic Theory of Gases 
as well as other means now enable us to count the number of atoms or 
molecules in, say, a cubic inch. The number of particles in a cubic inch 
of air in the ordinary state of the atmosphere is represented by a number 
which is approximately 3 followed by 20 cyphers. Now, these particles 
having definite weights and dimensions cannot obviously be the physical 
minima; in fact it has now bcen possible to go beyond the chemical atoms 


1 Prof. Emile Picard, “La Science Moderne,” 134, after pointing out that bizarre 
theories and contradictions have lessened the enthusiasm and provoked some discourage- 
ment amongst scientists says: “Il a pu méme paraitre 4 quelques uns qu'il était étrange 
@expliquer le connu par l'inconnu, le visible par l'invisible, d'imaginer par example, 
comme on l’a dit, un éther que nul aeil humain ne vecra jamais.” Then in the usual 
way he refers to it as an useful image provided that we do not pretend to have attained 
reality. But its utility if rcal is a guarantee of its reality. 
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and discover the sub-atoms which also in their turn have been weighed 
and measured. We are therefore impelled to push farther. The common 
tendency in science to-day! is to regard the Prime Atom as a sort of strain 
(probably, rotational, gyrostatic) in Ether. This, however, is something 
which has been dematerialised. According to this view, then, an electron 
or unit charge of clectricity is a centre of intrinsic strain, probably of a 
gyrostatic type, in an aether, which is also the medium in which are propa- 
gated the waves of light and wireless telegraphy. Morcover, the electron 
is identical with the sub-atom which is common to all the different chemical 
elements, and forms the universal basis of matter. Matter, at any rate in 
its relation to other matter at a distance, is in this ‘vicw an electrical mani- 
festation ; and electricity is a state of intrinsic strain in a universal medium. 
That medium is prior to matter, and therefore not necessarily expressible 
in terms of matter; it is sub-natural if not super-natural. Matter itself there- 
fore becomes Non-matter-in motion. But notwithstanding all the equations 
in Hydro-dynamics, it is not known why and how a Non-matter can move 
gyrostatically or otherwise. The physicist’s enquiry or quest in both direc- 
tions (i.e., continuum and atom) therefore brings him sooner or later to a 
confession of ignorance; his attempt to explain matter in terms of Ether 
is only explaining the unknown by the still more unknown. 

We therefore require a surer ground than theory and mathematical 
analysis to go upon in our quest. We find that surer ground in experience. 
We must start from and upon that and rest in that also. Theory and mathe- 
matical analysis have their usc, but only if they proceed upon the firm 
ground of Experience. If it should posit any Ether, that Ether must 
have its warrant in Experience; if there be any strain-centres in it, our 
Experience must be able to vouch for them. If there be any stress or energies, 
these also must be such as our Experience can guarantee. In one word, 
Experience must be in a position to stand surety for all the essentials of any 
theory, pending its actual verification by Experience in all the details. 

Now, we firstly ask this: Is a continuum given in our Experience? If 
so, what is it? Our Experience, as we have pointed out before, is a universe 
apart from the action of pragmatic interests which narrows it down to parti- 
cular sections or segments such as (the noticing of the star Sirius in the sky 


on a clear night). Now, this world of Experience or measurable is felt by 


I t of Physical Science, p. 282. See also Sir Oliver Lodge's 
“Mode Views on otricity” where Electricity is regarded by him as a condition of 


Ether. 
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us as a manifestation in Cit. This Cit is the boundless plenum or continuum 
(the Brahman which means the Immeasurable, the Immense) in which 
and, of which, the whole manifestation is. This therefore is the basis of all 
continua that we may require and search for. It is the basis and prototype 
of the Ether (or Ethers) of Science, of Space and of Time. Cit is no theory; 
its being a continuum is not thcory. It is the Fact. 

We secondly ask this: Is any strain-centre given in our Experience? 
If so, what is it? How does it form? Is it permanent or passing? Does it 
change so long as it remains? The key to all this is in actual experience. 
I am directly aware of myself as a stress-and-strain centre or Jiva (strain 
presupposing stress), inasmuch as I know myself as a “point-of-view” 
distinguishing myself from the rest of my universe and yet as being its point 
of reference; and also, practically or dynamically, as a centre of power at 
which and through which forces converge and diverge (resulting in incess- 
ant actions and reactions) throughout the universe. Thus my being the 
unifying Principle of apperception, and a Centre of Power is a fact. It is 
also a fact that this Principle and Centre presupposes and accepts a universe 
in which operate similar other Principles and Centres. For, there can be 
and there is no stressing for a solitary Centre in a perfectly homogencous 
continuum. Plurality of correlated centres is therefore a necessity. Nay; 
I directly experience it. Whenever I function, I feel that my functioning 
has relation to, is addressed to, and conditioned by the functions of other 
Centres. In other words, my being a member of a joint stress-system to 
which others also contribute is a direct experience. Whether or not those 
other Centres all live, feel and think as I do, is another matter; but all are 
stress-centres; my having a universe of Experience means my finding myself 
as one in a system of stress-centres; and each stress-centre or point of Power 
(Sakti) is also necessarily a strain centre, i.e., a point that has, through that 
Principle in Being which is Asmita or Ahamkara, individualised and distin- 
guished itself somehow on account of its manner of stressing.! What therc- 
fore impresses me as Matter must ultimately be such stress-and-strain 
centres in rapport with me as a centre. The atoms of Chemistry, the “sub- 
atoms” and so forth of physical theory are only more or less crude guesses 
or approximations to these Centres. These guesses may be invalid in part; 
but there cannot be any doubt about the Centres of Stress in rapport with 


1 That every person or thing including the minutest coherent particle of matter is 
regarded asa ir Tolis irora the na that Searince niet exists including both subtle 
an matter is derived from and is a product of the individualisi in 

r Ae nas g aduer c individualising or centre-making 
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us which our Experience directly gives. Cit as the Primary Continuum, 
and Bindu-Sakti as the Primary Individual, are not therefore unknown; 
with respect to them, we cannot pretend to say “we are ignorant”. 

Further, to make joint partnership and co-ordinate intcraction possible, 
all the centres in my universe must be like me in all the essentials. In this 
sense, there is a fundamental truth in Leibtnitz’s theory of monads. Any 
two monads, A and B, are alike if we into take account both what is latent 
(potential) and what has become patent (kinetic) in each. Dynamically, 
it could not be otherwise. 

Take a particle of dust here on earth and an incandescent gaseous parti- 
clein a distant star. They seem to be unconnected. But really each expresses 
in its way the entire stress-system which the universeis. So itis said that man 
and all other centres is a microcosm (K sudra-Brahmanda). A passage from the 
Vigva-sira-Tantra says Yad ihdsti tad anyatra—‘‘what is here is elsewhere” 
—Yannehasti na tat Kvacit—‘‘what is not here is nowhere” To understand this 
passage we must include both the latent and patent power as potency, and 
power asmanifested. The given position, composition, properties and relations 
of the one cannot be completely understood without taking into account the 
entire stress-system of the universe. In this way, the whole universe is given 
in a particle. A given particle, however, in virtue of its peculiar position 
in the universal stress-system has or appears to have a given sct or round 
of operations which constitute its own Karma and determine its separate 
individuality. These are its patent or kinetic Karma. “But in virtue of its 
peculiar position in the universe-system, it has also the potentiality of other 
operations which are its latent or potential Karma. A load which is lifted 
from the ground and placed at the top of a building, has a potential energy 
by virtue of its position;! so when the load again falls to the ground it does 


work on account of that potential energy. A string put to the bow has thus 
So on and so forth. Hence, any 


future Karma. The potential energy W: ich is not patent until it expresses 
itself in kinetic action, is called Adra (lit. what is not seen). Every Centre 


of Motion, while Potential Energy is Energy of Position 


1 Kinetic Energy is Energy 
‘or Configuration. 
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has thus its Karma and Adrsta, which both completely considered, give us 
the entire cosmic Energy. Hence, any Centre, A=any other Centre, B; 
because, A’s whole kinetic energy +A’s whole potential energy=B’s whole 
kinetic energy+B’s whole potential energy = whole cosmic energy 5 
Brahman (the Immense, the Whole or Pärna). 

It follows from the above analysis that the difference between me (as a 
Centre or Jiva) and a particle of dust is not in the sum of the Energy which 
I represent and it represents, but it is in the peculiar distribution of that sum- 
total between kinetic energy and potential energy; that is, I divide the sum- 
total into a certain proportion of kinetic energy and potential energy which 
is not that of the particle of dust; my Karma and Adrsta are thus distributively 
different from those of the particle. And this special proportioning of 
Karma and Adrsta on my part and on its, depends on, or is incidental to, 
our respective positions in the cosmic system. Position again is determined 
by Karma and Adysta (i.e., their proportion) ; Adrsta is determined by Karma, 
and Karma partly by Adrsta. And this cyclic causation is beginningless. The 
Vedantists says that Karma is partly determined by Adrsia, because, contrary 
to the rigid determinism of Science, the Vedantic position is this that Karma, 
even in a so-called material centre, cannot have its essential freedom or 
spontaneity completely veiled and suppressed. Cit-Sakti is free, and through 
every centre of its operation, its essential freedom must also vent itself, as 
also the other fundamental aspects of it, viz., Being-Feeling-Consciousness- 
Bliss; such expression may however be, and commonly is, subject to the 
operation of its own correlate Maya-Sakli or finitising principle by which its 
essential nature may be variously veiled and treated, but never completely 
suppressed or negatived. 

Position in the cosmic scheme is position in Space, position in Time 
and position in the tissue of Causality. In one word, it means place in the 
curve of the life of the world. And this, as we have seen, is determined by 
Karma which produces Adrsta. Karma, as already mentioned is ultimately 
of Cit-Sakti and as such its freedom or spontancity can in no case be comp- 
letely veiled or effaced. An atom, for example, was formerly treated as a 
hard particle which moved in obedience to external forces only and had 
no choice of its own, no energy of its own (i.¢., apart from external impacts 
or impressed force). But the atom of modern science is a complex system 
of sub-atoms, and in virtue of the motions and positions of these latter within 
itself, it possesses an almost limitless stock of kinetic and potential energy 
in a state of relatively stable equilibrium; the energy thus stored up, and 
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as evidenced by radio-activity, is so great that if we could make it available 
to us and control it, then we should be able to do all the work of the world 
by its means alone, without requiring to burn coal to produce steam, electri- 
city, etc., or to make chemical explosives. Control over the intra-atomi¢ 
energy is a tremendous Siddhi or Power. We may illustrate by a Vedic 
parable which says that Indra (i.e., for illustration let us suppose Cit-Sakii) 
let loose the cows which had been shut up in a cave by the Asura (Pani, 
i.e., Maya-Sakti). The cows are the forces which are stored up and conceal- - 
ed in everything (by the Veiling Principle in Nature) which is therefore 
like a cave. Now, what about this vast amount of intra-atomic energy? 
Does not an atom possess spontaneous action on account of its own store 
of power? Can it not choose to move and work in a manner which is not 
determined by the external influences alone? That it can is proved by the 
evidence of radio-activity which, as Sir E. Rutherford and others define 
it, is a, spontaneous activity on the part of the atom which apparently does 
not depend on, and cannot be influenced by, the ordinary chemical and 
physical means (chemical action, great heat and cold and so forth). 
Precisely by such spontaneous activity, the atoms give out their radiations 
and emanations which are of enormous dynamic value, and they evolve 
and transmute. It appears therefore that the atom has its own work (Karma) 
and tendency or Samskara. It is describing its curve of life according to the 
equation of its Karma (including Adrsta) as I am doing. It may be that ona 
future day, it will be possible to give a mechanical account of the atomic 
system in terms of the motions and positions of the sub-atoms in it, just as 
we now give a mechanical account of the solar system. But even 
then the question will only be shifted. In the first place, that mechanical 
account (i.e. account in terms of Newton’s Laws of Motion and their 
corollaries) will be possible only by “J imitation of the actual data” or by 
abstract analysis. The concrete, the actual always baffles attempts at a 
mechanical explanation; it is only the abstract, the conceptual obtained 
by “limitation of the data” which has so long been amenable to mechanical 
or deterministic treatment (which begins by assuming that things are inert 
in themselves and have therefore no spontaneity). It should be remembered 
that the machine made “things” of Physics are not exactly the things as 
they exist and as they act. In the second place, supposing that Physics is 
able to prepare a mechanics of the intra-atomic system in terms of the 
motions and positions of the sub-atoms, the question of “inertia or sponta- 
neity ?” will still arise with regard to the sub-atoms themselves 7.¢., with 
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regard to the total activity of the components of the sub-atoms (for, the 
sub-atoms cannot be the ultimate units). There cannot be rest until we 
come to the Bindu-Sakti which, as a centre of operation of the Cit-Sakti, 
must be essentially a centre of spontaneous or free energising. Man’s 
own experience of himself gives him, it is said, the warrant for so thinking. 
The appearance of intra-atomic energy has, it is true, disturbed the 
quiet faith of the physicist in conservation of Energy, for it has upset all his 
calculations so far made, as it has come as a new factor never before sus- 
pected. But the doctrine in so far as it maintained that the sum-total of 
energy in the universe always remained constant! was unpsychological and 
therefore untrue; no absolute bounds can be set to the magnitude of Energy 
in the universe which is Cit-Sakti; e.g., we cannot draw a line and say that 
the sum-total of Energy can only be so great as that, but can never exceed. 
that. The Mother Power (Mahda-Sakti) cannot be circumscribed and measu- 
red; and the symbol pictures Her as nude.?_ ‘Unmeasured’ and ‘immeasur- 
able’ are Her true characteristics. Man’s Will, for example, is a tap through 
which new Energy is being continually drafted into the universe: He is no 
more “‘points-man” on the cortex of the brain switching off and directing 
existing energies therein: He isin Vedanta a creator. At any rate, he draws 
upon a Bank which Physics was not prepared to charter. 

Lastly, if he interrogates his own experience he finds that the 
generic and homogencous condition precedes the particularised and 
heterogeneous condition (though the recognition of the former may 
be a later phenomenon). He finds also that particularised and hetero- 
gencous states of experience have a tendency (which is sometimes 
periodic) to lapse back into the undifferentiated state from which 
they sprang. A Samdnydvastha (undifferentiated condition) giving birth 
to a Visesdvastha (differentiated condition), and this again returning tO 
its ground—is a fact of experience, and a fundamental fact. Empirical 
psychologists in the West of the last generation were too busy with their 
“atoms” of sensation, their “laws of association and synthesis” to recognise 
this order. To-day, however, we know better. Now, what does the funda- 
mental fact referred to mean? It means this: Man as well as every other 


1 See Emile Picard, La Science Moderne, 133 et seq. 

2 The Mother is said to be space-clad (Digambari) because She is Herself free from 
the covering of Maya though wiclding that Power: Her Body is dark blue because She 
pervades ne Wada e mn paan aaa Sādhakarañjana it is said 

4 is the Akara (form ira formless) B; ' i ‘vol 
is formless until encircled by Maya”. i etree Tae REDAS 
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centre is a system of tensions or tendencies (Samskaras). These may periodi- 
cally (or at times) be (normally or by effort) in equilibrium (Samyavastha). 
What does this mean again? It means not that the tensions themselves have 
severally vanished (so that encrgy then becomes a sum of zeros), but that 
their resultant (“algebraic sum” as the mathematician would say) then 
becomes in-effective. This again means that then his dynamic system lacks 
a special direction of doing work. This is its Samyavastha which is an undirec- 
ted (or “‘scalar”) condition. But presently by the “catalytic” action of 
Cit-Sakti this spell of equilibrium is broken.? It is to be noted that without 
such spontaneous action or Samkalpa of the Cit-Sakti, there is no reason why 
Samya or equilibrium of the entire cosmos once established should again be 
broken, and also why Vaisamya or dis-equilibrium once set agoing should 
again revert to equilibrium.? By the breaking of the spell, lines of force or 
directions of tendency effectively manifest themselves. These are the 
Jatajala of Vyomakeéa beginning His cosmic dance. These directed tenden- 
cies are in mathematical parlance “vector” quantities doing work in definite 
directions. 

Now, this fundamental of Experience is a fundamental of the universe 
also, for the latter is the former. Taking Matter, therefore, we can say that 
the grains of Matter of various grades (prime atoms, sub-atoms, atoms, 
molecules, etc.) are born out of an homogeneous or undifferential Substance; 
that all their differing tensions arise out of the dis-equilibrium of that pri- 
mordial stuff; and that after their varicd Karma, Adrsta and Samsyit (evolu- 
tion), they at last come under the influence of the Cosmic Cit-Sakti or Lord 
as the Supreme Self (Pardhanta) to equilibrate their tensions, and thus return 
to their starting ground. Modern Physics too in working out its Law of 
Dissipation of Energy contemplates such periodicity in cosmic equilibrium 
and disequilibrium.‘ Hence Matter is a periodically appearing and dis- 
appearing, (and evolving while in appearance) ,strain-form in “non-matter”. 
The first undirected condition of the stress-system is called, in the Mantra- 
Sastra, Nada; which passes into that which is called Bindu in which it is 


1¢.g., in Susupti, or dreamless sleep, Samadhi or Ecstasy, the state of just waking, 
th j ing asl tC. 3 , 

: "AGF. the eat liag ie Gayatri: Mantra in which Cit is thought of as impelling our 
Buddhi (i.e., stress-system) in all its states. In catalytic action one thing affects another 
by its presence without itself being affected. And this is the action of Purusa in the 
Sa ni . es = =,8 8 

m ihis respect the Samkhyan doctrine of Prakrti and Vikrti is rightly criticised by 


the Vedanta. et i 
4 Sce Herbert Spencer’s work in this connection. 
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about to manifest itself in definite directions or lines of force, (for, without 
points, directions or lines have no meaning), and its manifestation on its 
threefold division into Knower, Knowing, and Known is the multiple varied 
and finite universe, the limited expression of infinite Power. Modern Physics 
too, it may be noticed, cannot do without super-natural agency (7.¢., miracle) 
in explaining the appearance of dis-continuities in the homogeneous conti- 
nuum and their disappearance in it (if indeed they should disappear.) 
The existence of polarities (¢.g., that between the positive and negative 
charges of Electricity) by which attractions and repulsions in the universe 
are sought to be explained, are grounded in Experience as the fundamental 
dvaita (dichotomy) in Consciousness as Siva-Sakti, Static-Kinctic, Cit- 
Maya, Subject-Object, “Aham-Idam’”.' Attraction between the dissimilar 
poles means their tendency to return to the condition of Whole (Parna) 
whose aspects they are and yet from which they appear to have become 
separate. Attraction (Rdga) is thus the rcturn current tending to lead, to the 
Pūrnāvasthā: in the “conscious” plane it appears in its form as Raga in the 
sense of Love. So Love makes us whole (Pina). By reason of this coalescing 
tendency, the Subject (“I”) draws towards itself in perception and volition 
its Object (“This”), so that perceiving and willing is really an act of equat- 
ing and owning. Sakti in the universe is always tending towards satisfaction 
(Ananda) and Ananda being Siva Himself, this cosmic tendency is only 
the love of the “Divine Pair” (Divya-Dampali):2 the Supreme Hamsa 
or “Bird” swimming in the Lake of Consciousness. Static and Kinetic 
Energies also pre-suppose, require and “complete” each other. But if this 
return-current or coalescing tendency were not retarded by an opposite 
current, the universe would at once sink all its distinctions and polaritics 
and there would be no difference or Bheda. The world’s very existence 
therefore pre-supposes a prati-bandhaka or obstacle to complete union. 
This prati-bandhaka is Duesa (repulsion). In the “conscious” plane, it appears 
as Hate or Resistance. Similar centres of the same pole thus repel 
one another. Their attraction would give but onc pole, one aspect or “half” 
of Reality; while the mccting of two centres from the opposite poles would 
give a complete centre of Reality. So onc “I” cjects another “I”? (ie. 
cannot directly make an object of it),3 but readily attracts “this” or “that”; 


1 Sec Kdma-kala-vilasa and Sak 

2 Sec Kama-kald-vildsa, V. 
„>In the sense that I cannot directly know and fecl your thoughts and feclings as such 
in your Mind. I have to infer them from what you say or express by your bodily cx- 
pressions. This is the sense in which “ejecting” is used here. 


ti and Sakta where the development is shortly given: 
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in Biology similar sexes are rivals; in Physics similar “charges” repel each 
other. 

So starting on the ground of our “given” Experience, we are enabled 
to establish on a sure footing the essentials of a right conception of Matter. 
To sum up: 

(1) The unit of Matter is a stress-and-strain centre ultimately in Cit 
which as Pure Experience is the Perfect Continuum. 

(2) The Perfect Continuum of its own power or Sakti becomes first 
a massive undifferentiated Continuum (Wada). 

(3) And then Bindu as the condition of Power which mainfests as 
centres or points of differentiated mass. 

(4) The mass of a given centre is a function of its motion (Karma) 
which, though subject to position (Adrsta) is also spontaneous. 

(5) Consequently, by Karma the mass of a centre may accelerate (i.e. 
change), and it may thus become a different kind of centre, 
e.g., one kind of Matter may evolve into another kind, into 
“living” matter, into “feeling” matter, into “thinking” matter. 

(6) The ‘point-charges” have polarities on account of which they 
attract and repel one another. 

(7) Periodically, these strain-centres have a tendency to dissolve in 
the continuum (dda), which is their Pralaya. 

(8) Strain presupposes Stress (Energy), and this is fundamentally 
Git-Sakti or Cit as Power and is unmeasurable. 

10 

Summing up the teaching of the six systems, the First Standard (Nyaya 

Vaisesika) proposes nine Dravyas or Entities, viz., Kisti, Ap, Tejas, Vayu, 

Akasa, Kala, Dik, Atman, Manas. OFf these, the Atman or Self is the 

substratum of consciousness (caitanya) and experience (jitana). Hence, if, 

we define an ‘objective’ reality as that which exists in its own right beyond 

consciousness and experience, then all the other eight dravyas are objective 

realities. That is, experience or no experience, they exist. They (including 

mind as Manas) are unconscious Principles. So as regards Matter, the First 

Standard agrees with Western Science in so far as the latter makes it or 

treats it as an extra-mental reality. There are, however, important points 

of disagreement between the two also. In the first place, Western Science 

draws a distinction between Primary qualitics and Secondary qualities and 

regards the former sct alone as really inhering in Matter and clements of 

Matter, whilst, according to it, the Sccondary qualities are only effects 
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produced upon a percipient Subject by the Primary set. The first Standard 
recognises no such partition.1 The Guras, Karmas and relations exist in the 
things themselves. For example, Prthivi, or matter stimulating the sense 
of smell, possesses fourteen qualities (Gunas) and these fourteen include 
what in Western parlance are primary and secondary qualities. Its material 
minima or Paramayus also posscss both sets of qualities, and they originate 
both these sets in sensible matter because they themselves possess both.2 
One of the fundamental maxims of the First Standard is this: Karana-bhavat 
Karya-bhavah.s This, as the Upaskara of Samkara-Miéra explains, means 
—Karana-gupa-pitroaka hi karya-guna bhavanthi—the gunas in the effect are 
due to the previous cxistence of them in the cause.4 Now Prthivi in its 
gross, or compounded sensible form possesses Ripa, Rasa, Gandha and 
sparsa or luminous, flavoury, odoriferous and thermal matter.’ Prthivi is 
either cternal (WVitya)¢ or non-eternal (Anitya). The former is the ultimate 
unit (carama avayavi or Paramanu) of Prthivi; the latter is Prthivi formed by 
the aggregation (samyoga) of the ultimate units according to a definite order 
(Duyapuka, Trasarenu and so forth). Though the different schools of inter- 
pretation of the First Standard differ as regards the unchangeability or 
otherwise of the Gunas in the Nilya Prthivi or Prthivi-Paramanu, yet all agree 
as regards the possession of the four kinds of Gunas by it. This therefore is 
prima facie an important point of difference between Western Science and 
the First Standard. 

In the second place the primordial motions and aggregations (i.e., 
at the time of creation) of the etcrnal minima are explained by the First 
Standard by an extra-matcrial influence (i.e., by the ripening of the Adrsta 
of the selves of Atmans and those of the Paramanus themselves). Hence though 
regarding the Paramdyus as the material cause of the world, it postulates a 
spiritual efficient cause also. Western Science has not so far madc up its 
mind as regards this great question. ‘“Uniformitarianism” is becoming an 
exploded creed not only in Boilogy and Geology, but in Physics also. That 
is to say, the physicist can hardly maintain now that the cosmic order has 
sree hire pt the corresponding senses: thus the Prthivi-Paramapu 


3 Vaisesika-Darsanam, IV. 1. 3. 

4 Also, Vaisesika, II. 2. 24. 

pas ee ganapan vat Prthivi”—Vaisesika, II. 1. 1. 

AE S; z acea vaniy (Vaiscsika, IV, 1. 1.) A Nitya object is defined as a 
a Gum or popery ora Rama ib talde A 
A pat Tona Strma st erable as existing in its Dravya. Alter: 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


E. 


ee 


POWER AS MATTER 225 


practically existed in the same form from eternity and will continue to do 
so for ever. He can hardly maintain this creed cven as regards what he 
calls his “fundamentals”. By the Law of Dissipation of Energy all the higher 
forms of Energy are being dissipated into Heat; and Heat also by its univer- 
sal radiation is tending to a condition of equilibrium which, when 
established, will render all flow or radiation of Heat impossible. Heat is 
believed to be a motion or quiver (Spanda) of the “molecules” of Matter; 
perfect equilibration of Heat throughout the universe will mean therefore 
the equalisation of the motions of the molecules of Matter. That is, the 
molecules will all move or quiver equally when perfect equilibrium has 
been established. But Physics cannot stop at the moving molecules. It 
must go farther and consider the motions of the Atoms, Sub-atoms and 
Prime-atoms. In the so-called “atom” of Chemistry there is a vast store of 
energy due to the motions of the Sub-atoms, which Energy is also (as is 
evidenced by Radio-activity) being more or less slowly dissipated. Hence, 
taking these into account, we come at last to Ether in which certain “strain- 
forms” (i.¢., the electrons, ctc.) are moving equally; that will be the state 
of equilibrium of Ether. Then there will be undifferentiated (Sajatiya or 
Samana) motion, but no differentiated Vijdtiya or Visama) motion.! But can 
the Mind stop here too? What is a ‘strain-form’? How is it produced? 
Does not a strain imply an in-equality or heterogeneity in the stuff? The 
motions of the strain-forms are equalised; but the very existence of the strain- 
forms in different positions in a continuum will imply non-equal motions 
at the basis of the strain-forms themselves.? Hence, either of two positions 
is possible: (a) Say cither that cosmic equilibrium is established when the 
motions of all the elements in the universe severally vanish, so that all move- 
ments stop; (b) or say that equilibrium is established when the component 
motions, without severally vanishing, produce a resultant which is nothing 
or practically so. We say “practically nothing” because the resultant of the 
cosmic motions (or forces), without being zero, may be an effective some- 
thing, but a constant—an invariable something. When the resultant is zero, 
the cosmic system as a whole will not move at all—it will have no evolution 
Pagyanti, Madhyama and Vaikhari 


i i The Serpent Power.). Motion is 
of Sakti as Sabda, located in the centres OF, erat ails ewes ss 


then special (Visesa) and lastly fully and eeu particularised on Nai bares 
erent positions in the Continuum implies that the 
adrs{as within the meaning 


of the previous sections. 
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(Paripama). When the resultant is effective but an invariable something, the 
cosmic system will continue to move in a given state, which is Sadra-Pari- 
nama; and so long as the resultant is invariable, the system will not deviate 
from its given state. This is about the cosmic system as a whole. But what 
about the component things and elements in it? These being the component 
forces of the system must also either continue unaltered, or so alter relatively 
to one another that their resultant may remain unaltered. But this latter 
alternative will not give us dissolution or Pralaya, (to which the scientific 
principle of Dissipation of Energy also points), for then also, ex hypothesi, 
particular things and groups of things will continue to move and move 
in varied manners. There will therefore still be an universe (Samsara). 
Hence true dissolution of an universe (Pralaya) will imply either the stoppage 
of all motions distributively and collectively in the universe, or the continu- 
ance of all motions, distributively and collectively, in the universe in the 
same given state of non-manifestation or potentiality (Auyakta-vastha). The 
first is called Parinamabhava, the second is Sadrśa Parindma. 

Now, so far as the Paramdanus are concerned, the First Standard adopts 
the first view. ‘The second Standard (Samkhya) adopts the second. The 
Third Standard (Vedanta) adopts the first view, but dispenses with the 
Paramayus as the persistent elements of the universe. It distinguishes between 
the static (non-moving) and dynamic (moving) aspects of the world, and 
believes that Motion may proceed out of Non-motion and lapse back into 
it. The basis of this belief is Experience. 

Western Science is also now dimly conceiving the possiblity of the cycle 
of Appearance (Syst), continuance (Sthiti), and Dissolution! (Laya); but 
its ideas are still unsettled on the subjects. It deals with Ether and strain- 
forms in it. But if there should be dissolution (Laya), what would become 
of these? Would Ether be the undifferentiated itself, and therefore without the 
strain-forms? If so, how can strain-forms arise again? How again can perfect 
homogeneity be effected in Ether? Does not the final reduction of all strains 
or heterogeneities in Ether imply a super-natural action —a “miracle,” 
in short? Does not again the appearance of strains in a perfectly homo- 
gencous Ether imply a miracle? Or, in order to avoid the miracle, will it 
say that the tendency of the existing world is towards perfect equilibration 
of all energies; but that such perfect equilibration is an infinitely distant 

! The Devatās of which arc Brahma, Vişņu and Rudra and their Saktis. Srsti 


and the other two are not prey, applicable to the first appearance of the universe but, 
during its continuance as a whole, manifest as molecular irth, life, and death. 
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event, so that dis-cquilibrium and hetcrogencities will always continue, 
though gradually becoming evanescent? Or again, will it take up a position 
like that of the Second Standard? 

For Science these questions are still unanswerable. But She must note 
this that if, in tracing out the world’s curve of life, She makes the curve 
double upon itself—i.e., if the curve going in a certain manner and in a 
certain direction should turn back and retrace its coursc—then, to explain 
such “critical” changes of direction or “nodes” at least, She must invoke 
the “miracle” She is so anxious to ban. Nothing short of “miracle” or 
spiritual actions will enable her to get heterogeneity out of homogeneity 
and vice versa, disequilibrium out of equilibrium and vice versa and evolution 
from involution and vice versa. Spiritual action is a miracle to Her, because 
She still makes Matter and Spirit two; but if they be one, then the action 
of the former is really the action of the latter, and then there is either no 
miracle or all is then miracle, for the commonest of experiences is so. 

The First Standard believes in this commonest “miracle” of spiritual 
action upon Matter, though for it Matter is a substance different from the 
Spirit or Atman. During Laya, the Paramānus are dissociated and stationary 
(acala). For their first Priya (i.¢., motion) they require Prayaina-vadatma- 
samyoga, i.e., the association of Atman energising. Kusumdnyjalt, a celebrated 
work on the First Standard, argues that at the time of sarga or creation the 
Paramāņus, which are inert and disconnected, require the causal activity of 
Atman energising in order to move and come into contact with one another, 
because such moving and associating is Karma, and Karma, as in our bodies, 
requires the causal energising of Atman to be produced. ‘Atman’ in the case 
of creation means ‘Paramatman’ or Isvara (Lord), and ‘causal energising 
means ‘Prayatna’ (Volition). The association of Paraméyus into Duyanukas 
(couplets) requires therefore Jsvara-Prayatna or the Lord’s Will. But then 
the question arises: Why should A couple with B and not with Cor D? Why 
is there such preference in coupling when the creative action 1s just begin- 
ning? The Lord’s will which is the efficient cause of such coupling cannot 
have preferences of its own. Therefore there must be intrinsic though latent 
differences or tendencies in the material itself. These tendencies are the 
Adrsta of the Paramanus. As explained in a previous section, an Adr. ma 8 
the Energy of Position in the universal configuration. Even during disso- 
lution (Zaya) the discrete Paramdpus have certam positions relative to one 
another. But they do not move then, and therefore they have then a static 


configuration. Where are they configurated? In Ether (Akasa) which is 
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eternal (Nitya); and Kala, Dik! and the Self or Atmé also remain then. What 
therefore God’s Will as efficient cause does is this—it realizes or actualizes 
the tendencies (Adrsta) of the Paramayus themselves; it helps their release 
or manifestation (i.e. the translation of their static energy into kinetic 
energy). Then again a ‘tendency’ implies a relation; it presupposes duality 
(Doaita) ; for a solitary thing (whether Agu or atomic or Mahat or immense) 
in the universe, there is no tendency. There must be actually two or more 
things; or duality (or Plurality) must be latent in the given solitary subs- 
tance, or else it must be assumed to have power to appear as many (Gf. 
“Eko’ham bahu syām prajayeya” “Onc am I, May I be many”). Now, the 
Paramanus of the First Standard are always many, and therefore they have 
their tendencies (Adrsła) always in relation to one another, and also in 
relation to the “Selves” or Atmans which, in this Standard as well as in the 
Second, are also many.? In relation to the Self, bodies, and therefore the 
Paramanus which are thcir ultimate constituents, are objects and instruments 
of enjoyment;3 and the Self is the enjoyer.* Hence the Adrstas of the Para- 
manus are partly, if not wholly, determined by the Adrstas of the non-libera- 
ted Atmans. In fact a given Adrsta as a given relation between A and B, has 
two correlatives; so that, if for example it is the Adrsta of A to be the enjoyer 
(bhokia) of B, then by virtue of the same fact it is the Adrsta of B to be the 
enjoyed (bhogya) of A. An Adrsta, as we have scen is but a tendency, a static 
or potential condition of what is to be (drs{a); therefore, it requires an 
impetus, an efficient cause to be realised or actualised. So long as the 
universe is in movement, and Paramdpus and groups of Paramanus are in 
movement, a particular Paramāņu, or body, or self finds or may find such 
an impetus for the realisation of its Adrsta from the movements of others; 
but on the eve of creation when, according to the First. Standard, there is 
no movement at all, the impetus can come only from a transcendent source. 
This transcendent Source is the Lord’s Will, and by it, as the analysis has 
shown, the Adystas or arrested tendencies of the Paramapus and the rest are 
released and become effective. This is creation (Sysfi-Prakrya) according 
to the First Standard: the primordial motions and associations of the 
Paramanus are due to Adrsta-sahakrta-Isvara-prayaina.s 


~ 1 That is the forces which move thi d i iti ving rise to 
the notions of Time and Space, sce Reality Srijana ols them. [ns position (eee es 

2 (Vaisesika, II. 2. 19, 20, 21). 

a phogya, Bhogayatana, Bhoga-sadhana. 


5 Sce also the summary of the process as given by its critics, e.g. V: ati’s Bhamat! 
under Vedanta, II. 2. 10, and also Samkara’s teeth under Vedanta, I. 2. 11. 
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Points to be noted are: (1) Adrsta of the components of the Cosmos 
presupposes the pre-existence of an active cosmic order before Laya or disso- 
lution; there is no absolute beginning. (2) God’s Will is the efficient cause 
but it acts as the releasing force upon the latent tendencies in the dissolved 
cosmic order. (3) The expression of this moving force is Kala or Time which 
is the scheme or succession of phenomena. The First Standard however, 
makes it a Dravya that is something which is independently real and self- 
subsisting and it is such an one not only in which, but by which, things are 
moved in their temporal relations, i.e., ‘A before B’; and ‘B after A’; ‘B and 
C together’; and ‘D quicker than E’; ‘E slower than F’; and so forth. 
Vaisesika, II. 2. 9 and also VII. 1. 25 make Kala a Karana in relation to all 
things that begin and end; IL. 2. 7 and 8 make it nitya and eka (i.e., eternal, 
one, undivided). To make Kala anitya (non-eternal) is to say that it has a 
beginning and an end. But where? Ina larger Time?! Therefore it must 
be eternal nitya. Again, the “sections” of Time (Hour, minute and so forth)? 
are not really sections of Time itself, but they are our representation of 
Time according to certain conventions (Vyavahara), viz., the Sun’s motion, 
or those of the motions of the hands ofa clock. The difference and division 
(Bheda or Khanda) is ascribed or imposed (Aupadhika) Dik is the scheme 
of Co-existence or configuration, and is a Dravya, according to the First 
Standard. Dik like Kala is a Dravya, nitya and eka.4 Dik, therefore, is neither 
space nor the spatial directions, distributively or collectively. It is that by 
which things are made to form a definite scheme of co-existence in Space or 
arranged in positions in definite directions of one another. Similarly, Kala 
is neither “Time” nor the temporal relations, distributively or collectively. 
It is that by which things form a definite scheme or succession. The two 
By the former, the Paramdnus 


are held together in a static configuration; by the latter they become dyna- 
mic, i.e., are displaced and go on being displaced from their given configu- 
ration. By the first, the adrstasare conserved; by the latter their static energies 


are rendered more e h 
changed. Physics studies the first in z 


is Equilibrium; it studies the second in Dynamics the subj : 
which is Motion or Displacement. Biology studies them in. the anabolism 
ATi G Mahā-kāla and Kāla as which it manifests is time as the individual centre 
knows it. The Kalavadins deal with the universe in terms of time. uprene Time is a 
name ofthe Lord. Andso Veda says “Time leads me in time” Kalah kale mam mayati 
2 Which come in with the Sun, ‘Moon, Stars and Seasons, all forms of the Supreme 


Lord. 
3 See Upaskdra under II. 2. 8: 411, 2. 11, 12, 13: 
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and katabolism of the living tissue.! The First Standard, in its analytical 
method, sets up Dik and Kala as separate entitics, and each distinct from the 
Self or Atman; but it will be a more critical view to regard them not, as 
separate things, but as manifestations of the Lord’s Will by which as the 
efficient cause, Paramdnus are arranged in relative spatial directions as well 
as moved in definite succession in relation to one another. Between God’s 
Power and the adrstas of the Paramanus and Atmans we need not interpose Dik 
and Kala as separate entities. Dik and Kāla simply express a polarisation 
(or an opposition involved) in the way the Lord’s Power seizes upon the 
adrstas of the cosmic elements and makes them effective upon the stage of 
action. By onc ‘Pole’ or aspect of that Power, those which éend to appear 
on the stage together at a given time are actually led so to appear, and those 
whose tendency to appear together then is not “up to the mark” are held 
back. The first sct have their right (Adhikara) to appear, and God willing, 
they do appear; their precedence is not in the preference of God as before 
explained; it is in the degree of force with which their tendencies press 
themselves. This aspect of God’s Power is in Sakta Doctrine Dik-Sakti; its 
correlate pole, Kala-akti,2 is that aspect of it by which things which lend 
to follow one another on the stage are made to do so, and things whose 
time is not yet are held back. These two Saktis imply, condition and oppose 
each other. Yet like the First Standard, we need not ‘“‘Substantiate” them. 
Nor can the “tendencies” alone be left alone to fight out their cases. They 
require so to say an universal “‘vitaliser” and “prompter”.? Comparing 
the cosmogenesis of Science with that of the First Standard we note that the 
latter admits (a) cyclic creation (srsfi) and dissolution (Laya); (b) Adrstas 
of Paramapus and Atmans during Laya; and (c) the change of this static system 
of stresses into a dynamic system under a transcendent act, viz., God’s 
volition. Science is dimly feeling her way to the possibility of Sst and Laya, 
and therefore to the cosmic alternation of static and dynamic conditions; 
but beyond this She now hardly ventures to go. 
As Biology sceks to explain the rate of change (i.e., growth and decay) 
of a living tissue by the ratio of Anabolism to Katabolsim, so one might 
conceive the rate of change of the cosmic order as being determined by the 
ratio of Dik and Kala which are concurrent, though variable, “forces.” 
~ 1 Sec the account of them in Reality, 
Broca Kaom Loka-ksaya-krt”—Gita; “Kalā-kāşțhādi-rūpcņa pariņāma-pradāyinī" 


3 The subject of Tendency and Activity, the d God's 
Power as leading and effecting the eee all p aeae maa aS Likes 
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Thus during Laya, the former factor prevails, owing to which Paramanus 
and Almans remain in equilibrium: it gives a static order. During Syst, the 
latter factor prevails, so that Paramānus, etc., move from their positions of 
rest, mingle in varied groups, and so on. During the continuance of the 
universe or Sthiti, the latter still exceeds (sometimes to a greater and 
sometimes to a lesser extent) the former, so that though the cosmic order 
generally persists, it moves and changes. 

Next, we come to this. ‘Karma’ from the standpoint of the First 
Standard means ‘Spandana’ (Motion or displacement). Vaiseska, I. 1. 7 
classifies Motions or displacements into five kinds. Three kinds of effects 
are produced by Karma, Samyoga (association), Vibhaga (dissociation) and 
Vega (momentum).! Thus two Paramdanus A, B associate or dissociate and 
receive a momentum in virtue of their motions. Now, question is this: Is 
motion (i.e., Karma) always produced by motion? That is, is a given motion 
M necessarily produced by another and that by another, and so on? This 
raises ‘an important issue between Physics and the First Standard. The 
former is disposed to explain motion of one thing (say, of a ball) by that of 
another (viz., the stick’s motion), this again by another (viz., the hand’s 
motion), and so on. But it is not necessarily so, according to the First 
Standard. Vaiśeşika, I. 1. 11 and 24 lay down that motion (Karma) is not 
necessarily the cause (Kärana) of motion (Karma). It recognises that volition 
(Prayaina) is a cause of Karma, and volition, according to the First Standard 
isnot a motion itself. Prayatna is a function of the self (Atma), and it produces 
motion in the muscles of the hand, and so forth (V. 1). V. 2. 21 forbids 
action ‘Krya’ in the sense of Spandana (vibration) in the continua—Dik, 
Kala, Akafa and Atma. It pertains to what is discontinuous, discrete. The 
first creative act of the Lord on the Paramanus, etc., is not therefore, 
according to this Standard, a ‘Karma: it is an extra-physical action, 

Next we ask this: Do the Paramapus involve an immanent dynamism? 
Severally they are not believed by the First Standard to contain immanent 
or intrinsic energies; but collectively they do even during the time of disso- 
lution (Jaya). The aggregate of discrete Paraménus possesses energics (static) 
in virtue of their positions. These as we have scen, are the sum of their 
adrstas. When, as explained later, by the Lord’s Will? their relative 
positions change, their static energies become kinetic. We may compare 
the Nebular Hypothesis of the physicists which contemplates such transla- 
tion of potential energy into kinetic, and also Helmholtz’ theory of the 
1 Vaisesika, 1. 20. 2 Iivara-prayatna. 
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contraction of the solar mass by which the potential energy of the sun is 
rendered kinetic (i.e., heat), and supplies in part the heat which the sun 
loses by radiation. Vaisesika,' assigns certain movements (e.g., that of 
iron to magnet, etc.) to Adrsta; the leaping up of flames is also so explained; 
the movement (spandana) of Paramdnus at the time of creation is also due to 
Adrsta. Comparing the examples we may infer that what is meant by ‘Adrsta’ 
is that it is a not-commonly-apparent stress. Magnetic stresses, gravitational 
stresses, chemical stresses and so forth arc subtle forms of stress which Yoga 
(including Science) may partly reveal or discover, but in all analysis an 
undiscovered and unexplained residuum must remain which is then the 
Adrsta. In a dissolution (laya) the Paramanus must have tendencies or tensions 
which do not produce actual movement. What it may be asked are these 
tensions? Adrsta says the First Standard, and does not go farther. But what 
are they in reality and how can they exist? The Second and Third Standards 
conceive them as energies of position. Evidently enquiry cannot stop even 
here; for, how can A be conceived to have energy by virtue of its position 
alone in a scheme A, B, C? It requires an explanation. Ultimately however 
an unexplained residuum must remain, because the fact is alogical. In the 
meantime, the Second and Third Standards carry the investigation further 
than where the First has brought it. 

What is a Paramapu? From the realistic standpoint of the First 
Standard which does not partition the Primary and Secondary qualities, 
a sensible object really exists as we sense it. It has form, taste (rupa, 7052); 
and so forth. Western Science does not admit in its atoms of matter Ripa 
(in its colour aspect), Gandha or odour, Rasa or taste: these being secondary 
qualities. Now, this sensible object is made up of parts (¢.g., a piece of cloth). 
The parts have also form (Ripa) and so forth. The parts have parts again. 
And so on. Ultimately we have the thing divided into “points”. In mathe- 
matical language, these ultimate? parts are the infinitely small elements 
of the real thing. Since they are infinitely small elements of the réal thing, 
(a) they cannot have a finite magnitude capable of being sub-divided (in 
fact or in imagination); and (b) they, being the minima of the real thing, 
must possess the fundamental qualities (Nitya gunas) of the thing. We sense 
a lump of earth or a piece of ice. Is that the real thing meant here of which 
the Paramapus are the minima? The lump of “earth” perceived is 4 
compound of Prthivi, Ap, Tejas, Vayu; it is not pure Prthivī. Hence its minima 

TV. 1. 15. 2 Carama. 

3 These are not however the Primary qualities of Science only. 
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are not Paramāņus of one kind but P’s of different kinds. Pure Prthivi is not 
earth which is a compound. So pure Ap is not water as we find it. And yet 
they are not mere ideals or abstractions. They really exist and mix variously. 
Our senses give us complexes of sensations; we find that these sensations 
fall into five groups—form, taste, smell, touch, hearing;! our sense- 
experiences also give us certain permanent combinations of the first four 
(leaving out the fifth for the present). E.g., certains objects being there, we 
invariably experience (provided our instruments of knowledge are normal) 
all the four; in other objects (¢.g., water or air) we may sometimes experience 
all of them,? but not always. Hence we think that in the former set of objects 
the combination of four is natural,? whilst in the latter such combination 
is due to the admixture of adventitious elements.* Eliminating smell 
(gandha) we have a combination of three, and these with two others added 
(viz., Dravatva or liquidity and sneha or adhesiveness) make Ap in which 
the combination is permanent. We here omit the propria and differentia of 
Prihivt, Ap, etc., and note the general characteristic, viz., that each stands 
for a “permanent possibility” of a certain combination of sensations, and is a 
dravya or independent entity. Thus Prthivi is not carth but the permanent 
possibility: of a kind of combination of the four. So with Ap and the rest. 


It is not obviously a chemical analysis of Matter, but the classification is 


based upon a psychological analysis and synthesis: so the Bhiltas are not 


“Elements” of Physical Science. 
Suppose now that the required combination of all the four kinds of 
sensations, founded in a Substance, be called P; the required combination 
of 3, A; that of 2, T; and that of 1 (i.e. sparsa), V. Then in all ordinary 
experiences of the senses, we have mixtures of P, A, T, V. But the experience 
of the mixture is an experience of the components. Thus we do experience 
P, we do experience A, and so on, though ordinarily not in freedom from 
the company of the others. By hes me Bees some 
explains by Trivrtkarana or Paiici-harana, eir q a 
Eora aad pia may inhibit one another. Vaiśeşika‘ś forbids, 


ixi i i edanta. But still 
however, the mixing called Pafici-karapa in the sense of V! 
according to it the Bhūtas mix in a way- We shall not pause to discuss the 


1 and gabda. é p 
2 es pa rasa, gandis perfumed, ‘and when glowing sparks and scent-dusts move in 
the air. 
3Orsamsiddhika, 4 Agantuka. 
dravya or samavāyi kiraya: 
3, and VII 


Sie. vy: 
6 IIT. 2. 2 and J, 2. 4. 
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distinction between the two, but only note that some sort of mixing! is 
allowed by the First Standard. 

Hence a Paramāņu of Prthivi is not an infinitely small element of what 
we actually experience as earth, stone, body, etc., which are all mixtures, 
but it is an infinitely small element of a substance (really existing and 
entering variously into compounds) which is the ground and cause of a 
certain permanent combination of four classes of sensation, viz., smell, 
taste, form and colour, and touch. The infinitely small element posscsses 
and produces the four kinds of qualities in gross (Sthiila) Prthivi. It has Ripa 
(form, colour)? etc., therefore; but its Ripa is not Udbhiita, i.e., such as.can 
be apprehended by our senses. Vaiscsika, IV. 1. 6 says that Ripa 
is apprehended when an object is mahat (large), consists of many Avayavas 
(parts) and has Ripa in itself; then it becomes an object of visual perception. 
A Prihivi-Paramanu has the third quality, but neither the first nor the second; 
hence its Ripa is not seen. IV. 1. 7 and 8 go on to show why Vayu, in spite 
of its being large and constituted of many parts, has no visible riipa, and 
how the mere existence of riipa in a thing is not enough for its being perceived 
by the eye—that to be thus perccivable it must possess Rijpa-visesa or Udbhüta 
riipa or such Ripa as would bring it within the range of our normal sense- 
capacity. In this way, the minute pollen-dusts of scent-flowers floating in 
the wind excite the sense of smell but not that of sight. The Paramānus, 
according to this Standard, possess in this way infra-sensible Ripa, Rasa, 
etc., which originate sensible Ripa, Rasa, etc., in the gross objects of percep- 
tion. 

The four kinds of Paramapus are different as regards their qualities 
from one another. But the question may be asked - Are Paramāņus of the 
same class (say, Prthivi) absolutely identical? Waisesika> says—No, each 
Paramanu has its generic or class characteristics and also its own 
individuality.‘ If, therefore, we take the Paramanus A, B, C belonging to 
the same class, we cannot say that A=B=C. It is for ascribing such 
individuality to Paramapus that the Vaisesika has been so called. Nyaya 
differs in this. Each Paramanu, by virtue of its position alone in the universal 
configuration, must possess, or be associated with, a stock of static, potential 
energy which cannot be identical with that possessed by another Paramanu 
in a different position. These distinct separate stores of static energy are 


} viz., as samavāyi-kāraņa of one and as upastambhaka or nimittakāraņa of others. 

2 According to Yndian notions all form i = A eee g as 
form; the colourless is also formless, is coloured: by its colouration it is scen 

3 JI, 2. 6. 4Vig 
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adrstas. This word means “that which is unseen” and which for practical 
purposes! is synonymous with Samskara or tendency and aptitude in its 
wnmanifested form which is the product of previous action or Karma. We 
shall see also that the first movement? of the Paramanus is due to Adrsta,? 
Now the Adrsta of a given Paramanu constitutes in a way its individuality;¢ 
but has it (say, A) also an individual form or taste* as compared with 
another Paramanu of the same class (say, B)? The parallel case is that of 
the allotropic modifications in Chemistry. Coal, Graphite and Diamond 
are all allotropic modifications of carbon—they contain nothing else than 
carbon atoms. And yet their physical properties areso markedly contrasted. 
How can that be if the matter in them be the same? Now, in order that 
two things, A and B, may be the same, we must have (1) A’s matter equal 
to B’s matter, and also (2) the arrangement of A’s matter similar to the 
arrangement of B’s matter. Charcoal and Diamond are not the same because 
though the first condition of similarity is there fulfilled, the second condition 
is not; matter is differently arranged in them. But why and what does that 
presuppose? Ultimately the difference must be explained in terms of the 
dynamisms of A and B; the forces (Sakti), static and dynamic, which operate 
in the one are different from those which operate in the other; their stress 
systems are different. According to modern Chemistry, all forms of Matter 
are really the allotropic modifications of one another, since they are now 
believed to be only different arrangements of a fundamental Matter— 
“Protyle” or Electron or Ether or whatever else we may call it. Oxygen 
and Hydrogen, for example, are only different arrangements of Electrons. 
These different arrangements are the individualities (realtively stable) or 
Visesas of the chemical ‘atoms’. And these are ultimately determined by the 
immanent stress systems of the atoms. Science denying the “secondary 
qualities” in the atoms and corpuscles cannot say that O has a form or 


tastes different from that of H; but it does say that it has a different weight, 


mass and constitution. But suppose we take two atoms of O itself. Is there 


any difference between them as distinguished from that which they must 
have on account of their different positions in the material system? Science 
is not yet ready with an answer; but if it be true, that atoms are complex 
systems and not simple, partless units, then, a priori, two atoms of the nae 
element ought to have their individualities (Vitesas) over and above their 


i Sometimes the terms are used synonymously, in others a distinction is made. 


Postponed Aasta is Samea EE atk. NALA 4 Or Vilesa. 
2 Vigesa-ripa or rasa. 6 Ripa or rasa. 
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typal or gencric similarity. We are all individual men though belonging 
to the same type, Man. So it ought to be with the atoms of the 
same “element” (say, Oxygen). Nor can we avoid such individuality in a 
sub-atom or electron, for even this, having a definitc mass and dimensions, 
cannot be an absolutely simple thing; it is likely that they arc also systems 
in their turn. Hence Science cannot avoid the Visesa or individuality in her 
current units of Matter. 

But the Paramanus are partless points of Substance. Hence it may be 
argued (as it has been argued by the Naiydyikas and others) that their only 
Visesas can be their differing Adrstas, but that otherwise they must all be 
equal; ż¿.e., one Paramanu of Prthivt cannot have a form! different from that 
of another Paramāņu of Prthivi (earth). The Vaisesika Text does not appear 
to make the point clear but, since the Vaigesika conception of Bhiita is based 
upon a psychological analysis of our actual expericnce of Matter (the 
“element” thus obtained being substantialized) rather than upon a physico- 
chemical analysis, it ought to follow that the irreducible minima of Matter 
thus obtained are really the counter-parts of the actually perceived forms 
of Matter on a miniature scale. Now, some of the actually perceived forms 
of Matter have not only form (Ripa) in gencral but individual forms (riipa- 
uigesas), e.g., this white paper and that green leaf.? Suppose a Paramānu of 
the paper be A and that of the leaf be B. Suppose also that they are both 
Prthivi-Paramanus. Then, since A and B are the irreducible minima of the 
paper and the leaf as actually perceived by us, the Riipa-Visesas of A ought 
to be that of the leaf. Though both are Prthivi-Paramapus they have their 
special forms (Ripas), and the different Ripas of the paper and the leaf are 
caused by the special Rifas of A and B respectively. Such representation 
is psychologically correct. We start with the actual perceptions of paper 
and leaf; we go on dividing and subdividing until the mind halts at the 
minimum Psychosis (or “Psychon” to use the expression employed in the Text 
and in a recent English work); and then this Psychon is treated objectively; 
and so we get the Paramagu. Pari passu with such analysis, a physico-chemical 
analysis of the paper and the leaf may be attempted; and in the progress 
of this latter analysis we soon come to a stage when the subdivisions or 
Segments ceasing to possess perceptible colour, taste, smell, ctc., disappear, 
and only indérect evidence is left of the existence of weight, resistance, motion, 
etc., in the particles. Now, when this stage in the analysis has been reached, 

1 Ripa. 

2 Papers and eaves also may be of different shades of whiteness and greenness. 
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there are evidently two ways of proceeding: (a) We may either say that 
the subdivisions which come beyond our limit of perception are similar 
to those which are perceived by us—that the ultimate particles are there- 
fore our minima of Psychosis objcctified, and hence each having its own 
Visesa; (b) or we may say that since colour, etc., disappear in the progress 
of the analysis but evidence of weight, inertia, etc., is still left, these latter 
alone are the real properties of Matter, so that if, for example, paper and 
a leaf are visually sensed by us differently, that is not because the atoms of 
the two (i.e., A and B) actually possess the different colours or any colour, 
but because the former atom (A) is moving in a way different from that in 
which B moves and excites our sensibility. The former is the concrete, psycho- 
logical view and it is that of the Vaisesika. The latter is the scientific view 
which, in so far as it stows apart Primary and Secondary qualities, is abstract 
and unpsychological. But even after spiriting away the secondary qualities, 
Sciencé has got to consider this: A and B (say, atoms of the same “element”’) 
possess weight, inertia, etc., but do they not possess differing weight, inertia, 
etc.? That is, has not each its own Visesa as regards the primary qualities 
at least? Prima Facie, it ought to have—even the Electron. 

Next comes the difficult question of the magnitude of the Paramanu. 
To meet this question one has to free one’s mind of the notion that the 
Paramanu is something like an “atom” or an “electron.” These latter, as 
we have seen, have definite magnitudes. But Paramānu s magnitude is 
infinitely small. Vaiśeşika, VII. 1. 20 calls the measure (Parimapa) of the 
Paramanu “Parimandala,” and, this magnitude is permanent (nitya). But 
what is this Parimandala? Literally it means a “sphere.” It is therefore-an 
infinitely small sphere, or a “point”. As already stated, this Standard 
contemplates, four kinds of Magnitude- (1) Anu, (2) Mahat, (3) LES 
and (4) Dirgha. The first is ‘small’, the second ‘large’, the third ‘short’, 
the fourth ‘long’. It also considers (VII. 1. 11 and 17) these two pairs of 
categories as giving rise to two series (Dhara, ¢.2-, A is smaller than B, 
B than C, C than D, and so on. This is one series. A is shorter than B, B than 
C, and so on. This is another series.) Now, obviously, each serses has a 
superior limit (utkarşa) and an inferior limit (apakarsa) e.g., in the first series, 
A may have the smallest magnitude and Z the largest. A then is the inferior 
limit, and if it be absolutely small magnitude, than it is the Paranaut. 
Similarly Z is the superior limit and Parama-mahat (¢.8:, Akasa, Acne 
VII. 1. 22.) Between these two limits we shall have several orders Bo 
are relatively great or small. If the Paramayu had any finite magnituce, 
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however small, like the scientific atom or electron, then it would not be the 
inferior limit—the “‘partless” unit. Hence the infinitely small units is 
nothing greater than a Point (Bindu). The same reasoning will apply to the 
other pair “short-long”. The infinitely short thing is again a Point. Ifit 
had any finite length, it would be divisible: So the infcrior limit of the second 
series is also the Paramanu. It is a ““Parimandala” becausc it is a sphere of 
which the radius is infinitely small ¿.e., a Point. Things of perception are 
seen to be divisible into smaller and smaller grains or particles. All these are 
spheres of finite (however small) radii. So are even the Electrons. Pushing 
to the limit we get a sphere of which the radius is infinitely small, and this 
is Parimandala. 

‘Anu’ and ‘Mahat’ are terms which relate to solid or three-dimensional 
magnitude, and “Hrasva’ and ‘Dirgha’ to linear magnitude. Now, there are 
as already stated six possible combinations of these four terms taken two at 
time: (1) Anu-mahat, (2) Apu-hrasoa, (3) Anu-dirgha, (4) Mahat-harsva, (5) 
Mahat-dirgha, (6) Hrasva-dirgha. Of these the first and the sixth combine 
contraries,! and so they are cancelled. Third is also untenable, because a 
thing which is small in dimension cannot be Dirgha. Similarly, a thing 
which is large in dimension cannot be Hrasva, and therefore the fourth 
combination is also untenable. Only the second and the fifth are logically 
tenable combinations. 

Now, suppose we join together two Points or Paramanus. What do we 
get? A short line of which the breadth and thickness, (i.¢., solid dimension) 
are infinitely small. Yet the thing thus obtaincd is not a Paramanu. Because 
the magnitude of two points put together must be greater than that of a 
single one. By combining the two points (not coinciding them, however) 
we get a very short line (of which the solid dimension is nothing)—the 
“element” of linear dimension, as it is called in Mathematics (DI in 
mathematical notation). How shall we characterize it? It is Hrasva, 
a well as Anu (because lacking solid dimension)—Anu-hrasva. This is the 
magnitude of the binary or Duyanuka. It is an “clement” of linear dimension. 

$ Suppose next we combine two such elements of linear dimension—tw0 
binaries or Dzyapukas. From a common “origin” or point of reference, we 
draw two short lines in two different directions. What do we get? An 
element” of surface dimension—a very small surface (Ds in mathematical 
notation). If we draw from a common origin three such short lines (say 


at right angles to each other), we get an “element” of solid dimension oF 
LVII, 1. 10, 
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volume (Dv in mathematical notation.) Three Duyarukas make in this way 
a Trasarenu (lit. a moving particle.) Its magnitude is much greater than that 
of a Duyanuka, for the Trasarenu has a breadth and a thickness whilst a 
Doyanuka has neither. Hence, compared with the Doyanuka, it is makat. 
Again, many lines must be bundled together (like slender wires twisted 
together into a rope) to produce even a very small volume; each of the 
constituent lines is short, but the aggregate of these short lengths is compa- 
ratively Dirgha. Hence we may say that the magnitude of the Trasarenu 
is Mahat-dirgha. 

In all Physico-mathematical analysis of things in Science we have to 
imagine and deal with the “volume-clements.” A mere point, or a mere 
line cannot be an object of concrete imagination for us—we cannot 
“perceive” it with the eye of imagination. Such “perception” becomes 
possible only when we take a solid-element. If we had the requisite sense- 
capacity, we could actually perceive such a solid clement however small. 
The Trasarenu therefore is the true “corpuscle” or “particle” of Matter. 
It is perccivable provided the requisite sense-capacity be there. At any 
rate it can be actually imaged, and since according to Hindu Philosophy 
it possesses both primary and secondary qualitics, it can be concretely 
imaged by us. The chemical “atom”, “electron”, etc., being larger or 
smaller solid-elements fall under the generic category of Trasarenu. They 
cannot be either Paramanus or Dvyanukas. They are theoretically percei- 
vable by us, provided the secondary qualities are also left in them. Para- 
manus or Duyanukas are not thus perceivable or imaginable by us. This is 
the meaning of the teaching of the First Standard that when the Trasarenu 
stage is reached, the combination becomes fit for perception (Pratyaksa- 
Jogya). The combination as we have scen is geometrical and not chemical— 
it is the putting together of the three dimensions. : 

It has been observed in a previous section that this has not been quite 
well grasped by the latter-day annotators of the First Standard who in 
some cases possessed neither the Yogic vision (Yoga-drsti) of the seers 


(Rsis) nor all the advantages of modern Science. In some cases, Ho 
common-sense treatment has missed the real points. Similarly! a profoun 
derlie the matter presented in the 


Veda-mantras even in the ritual section (Kpa-Kanda). ae 
and later interpreters have not always uncovered it. In the ae i 
the Trasarenu is often represented as a moving particle of matter visthic 


Si See P. N. Mukhyopadhyaya’s Bengali Lectures on Veda and Vijàāna. 
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the eye when, for instance, a pencil of sun-beam is let into a dark room 
through an aperture. Like a larger ball made up of six smaller ones, it 
can be broken up into six Paramāņus or three Doyanukas; so it is said. But 
this is absurd, and this is not the position of the First Standard. Even a 
microscopic particle must contain multi-millions of “corpuscles”—says 
Science. It may be so, says the First Standard; its Trasarenu being, as we 
have seen, only the “element” of solid dimension which embraces the 
scientific corpuscles, etc. The First Standard then proceeds to analyse 
Matter from the psychological stand-point, though the elements thus obtained 
by it are treated objectively and rigidly by it. This should be remembered 
when one has occasion to compare it with Western Physical Science. 
Vaisesika! in a number of Sūtras indicates the natures of Prihivi, Ap 
and the rest. We have seen that each is a permanent possibility of a certain 
combination of sensations (or objectively, qualities or gunas). Later 
commentators have taken pains to show that Prthivi is nearly what we know 
as carth, that Ap is water, and so on; and so the definitions or Laksanas 
have been complicated. E.g., rūpa, rasa and Sparsa in Prthivi are given 
special meanings.2 We need not here discuss the details. We may simply 
observe that we cannot be far from the mark if we say that Pythivi (earth) 
stands for (a) Rigidity (or relative definiteness and stability of form), and 
(b) a certain combination of the four kinds of gunas (gandha or odour being 
its speciality). Ap “water” stands for (a) Liquidity and Adhesiveness, and 
(b) a certain combination of the three kinds of Gupas (omitting Gandha). 
Tejas stands for (a) Radiations (Heat, Light and Electricity)4 and (b) a 
certain combination of Ripa and Sparsa. Vayu stands for (a) Fluidity and 
Mobility, and (b) a certain kind of Sparfa. Akaga stands for (a) continuous 
plenum, and (b) Sabda whichs cannot be an intrinsic proprium of those 
oe ee aay ‘touch’.s Sabda however is here used in the sense of 
‘sound’ and not da or motion which i i irst 
See pan which is Karma according to the Firs 
To sum up: Prthivi (“earth”) is rigid matter; Ap (“water”) is liquid 
matter; Tejas (“Fire”) is radiant matter; Vayu (“air”) is fluid and mobile 


matter; Akasa (“ether”) is ethereal matter. These may be taken as broad 
2 Aand 2. 
-rū ti 
3JL. 2.5a sata” Gn ARES pākaja-sparśa-vattva. 


ees TL 1 a aA Valnirusnatd, vayuh pranāmī, sarvatogati-rakaéa iti.” 


Sparéa-vatam. 
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laksanas or definitions. Akasa or ether in the First Standard isnot conceived 
as space, but as an infinitely continuous plenum of which the quality or 
guna is sound (Sabda).! 

If we remember that Vaisesika makes sound (sabda) the guna and not 
the motion (karma) of Ākāśa, then the apparent discrepancy between it 
and Science as regards sound will disappear. Karma is motion (displace- 
ment), vibratory or otherwise. Science, explaining sound as being caused 
by the vibrations of Air, makes it motion (Karma) of Air. Now, sound being 
a secondary quality is subjective from the standpoint of science; the vibra- 
tion of Air being the cause of sound, but not sound itself. But suppose we 
objectify or extcrnalize sound itself—we take it as existing outside of us as 
sound. Doing so we find that like form, touch (riipa, sparsa), etc., it is not 
confined to particular limited objects. Ripa or Sparsa is where the object 
itself (e.g., a conch-shell) is; it is not where the object is not. Odour travels 
away from the object (e.g., of a flower), but then we have positive evidence 
there that minute particles of the object itself have travelled and carried 
the smell along with them; so in smell too we may say that it is where the 
object is (the flower or its particles). But the case of sound is different. The 
sound of a conch-blown is not necessarily where the conch-shell is; it may 
be heard in different directions and in different positions; several people 
in different positions may hear it together or nearly together. There is no 
evidence that, as in the case of smell, particles of the conch-shell themselves 
have travelled; and even if they did, they could not carry the sound S eag 
shell; for, as is rightly pointed out,? the sound ofa lyre or flute is notin the 
particles of them taken distributively, as the smell of a flower is. Hence if 
we accept the maxim that the qualities of a thing cannot be where the 
thing is not, we must say that sound must be the quality of a substance 


which is large and continuous. That sound takes time to travel and there- 
fore persons at distances from one another do not hear a sound at the same 
moment, proves only that sound has an efficient cause? which is the propa- 
gation of atmospheric vibration.4 But the materials cause of sound is the 
continuum Akasa. Sabda is thus the oe (Guna) of ee i eo 
and propagated by the Karma (i.¢., Spanda) or motion o 5 
Concluding es observe ne If like Western Science we define Matter 

as that which moves (in the sense of displacement), then, from the vicw- 

The AREA amet mers nce is indicated in 11. 1, 20, ete. 

4 This is recognised in the First Standard; sec Bhasapariccheda and other works. 

5 Samavayi. 
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point of the First Standard, all Drazyas or independent entities which have 
Karma (i.¢., spandana) or movement are Matter; and they are—X siti (carth), 
Ap (water), Tejas (fire), Vayu (air), and Manas (mind). V. 2. 12 and 13 
say that all these (including Manas) have Karma. And V. 2. 21 says that 
Dik, Kala, Akasa and Atman are Niskrya (i.e., do not have Karma). V. 2.14 
also separately assigns Karma to Manas; this can be moved by effort (Prayat- 
na) and also by external stimuli. The Jndryas or senses are also material. 
VIII. 2. 5 and 6 show that the sense of smell is Parthiva (“Earthy”), that 
of taste is Jaliya (watery), that of vision is Taijasa (fiery) and that of touch 
is vayaviya (aerial). Srotra or that of hearing is simply a portion of Akasa 
cut off by the ear-membrane, such cutting off in a given manner being due 
to Adrsta.1 It is not therefore a parinama (transformation) of a substance 
like the eys, etc., but it is the pure substance itself (i.e., Akdfa) bounded 
by the ear-membrane. 
ll 

All philosophies attempt to trace the causal series in the world to the 
ultimate root or roots. Of these some proceed on the straight path which 
is the psychological method (i.e., analysing actual experience), and others 
choose a round-about path. The method of all the three standards of Hindu 
Philosophy is psychological; their difference lics in the extent to which the 
investigation has been pushed. The First Standard carries its investigation 
to the Paramdayus, Dik, kala, Adysta, and Atman. By it these are (except 
Adrsta) presented as separate entities. Indeed so we must take them if we 
do not or cannot push our investigation farther. 

But suppose we are able to go farther. We ask this: A Paramdnu is a 
Point of Substance, which though simple and partless, possesses a cluster 
of permanent Gupas (Ripa, Rasa, etc.,), has its own Visesa or individuality, 
and has also its Adrsta. Is it conceivable that a thing which is absolutely 
simple and partless can have a Ripa-visesa, a Rasa-vi§esa, a Gandha-visesa, 
a Sparsa-visesa? Its Gupas and Karmas form a complex whole; can the basis 
of this complex whole be a simple point of substance? Samkaracarya in 
Vedanta, II. 2. (11-17), gives an exhaustive and able criticism of Para- 


manukarana-vada. His criticism principally relates to (a) the possibility: 


of first motion in the Vayaviya (aerial) Paramayus at the time of creation 
(sarga); (b) the manner of their association; and (c) their simplicity inspite 
of the complexity of their Gunas. We need not go into the details, but only 


Upaka s atitte-pagrhita-karna-daskulyavacchinno nabho-deśa eva śrotram.”— 
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observe that the complexity of Gunas and Karmas in a Paramanu rendcrs it 
impossible that the basis can be but a Point-Thing. On similar grounds 
Western scientists felt dissatisfied with the “simple and hard” atoms even 
when positive evidence of the electron was not forthcoming. Difference 
in weight, valency and other chemical properties, spectrum analysis and 
various other things suggested the complexity of the atom. 

Therefore, why not say this—A Paramanu is a complex thing whose 
elements (Avayavas) are the Ripa, Rasa, Gandha, ctc.,? Instead of saying 
that Paramfnu is a simple X possessing the complexus of gunas A, B, C, D 
with all their Visesas, we say that Paramanu is a whole of which the elements 
are A, B, C, D. The Paramanu = A+B+CG+D. In this way (1) 
simplicity in the thing and complexity in the Gunas and Karmas as postulated 
by the First Standard vanishes; (2) the necessity of an extra-mental support 
of Ripa, Rasa and the rest is obviated; and (3) the method becomes more 
psychological, and new vistas of psychological analysis open before us 
beyond the Paramanus. The elements of Ripa, etc., which constitute the 
Paramanu are the Tanmatras or Generals of the sense particulars of the 


Second Standard. So instead of saying Kāla and Dik arc entities which make 


the Paramdnus and their aggregates appear in orders of succession and co- 
former is the sum of the moments 


existence, we may simply say that the 
(m!, m2, m5, etc.,) or Xsanas' of the Tanmitras, and the latter is the sum 
of their relative positions (p', P’, P> ctc.). The mystery why things move 
variously and occupy various positions is not clearcd up merely by saying 
that there are entitics to make them do so. Thus, the Second Standard 
simplifies matters by these three equations: (1) P (Paramanu) =A+B+ 
C+D; (2) K (Kala) =m'+m?+m—..---- ; (3) D (Dik) =pitp?tp3t.... 
But by these Equations the Problem itself is not solved. By them x 
shave merely shaken off ncedless encumbrances, which however are a 
frame-work for arranging the world-phenomena in the first instance. j 
Tanmāiras, their nature, distribution and change, S1V¢ us a OO 
whole which prima facie cannot be the ultimate order, and which there: ay 
requires and stimulates further enquiry. Such enquiry is undertaken by 


the Sccond Standard by making us pass through Ahamkara, Mahat-tatioa 


and Miila-Prakyti.2 
easured by the transit of onc 


_ VA Kyana’ or Moment is a partless unit of time and is m he tr ee 

Paramanu (or Tanmātra) from one position in Space to another. sa paanan uea i 
2 The I-making principle derived from the mind in its fundamen aspec 

again derived from the Root of both the psychical and material. 
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It is not necessary here to deal in full with Ahamkara and the rest.1 
But the trend of the investigation of the Second Standard is clear: (a) 
Having reduced Matter to complexuses of Tanmāiras which are Generals 
of the Sense-particulars or Universals, it recognises the basis of Matter in 
the Mental Principle, or rather a Principle which, in having to evolve as 
sensible Matter, has first to evolve as the Mental Principle. (b) The first 
Standard had left even at the beginning a heterogencous order viz., Para- 
manus, their Gunas, Adrstas, Dik, Kala, Atman and the rest. But the Second 
Standard is able to trace all this heterogeneity to a homogeneous uncons- 
cious Root (Prakyti) which, however, it still leaves tripartite (as being 
constituted of Sativa, Rajas and Tamas? and Cit or Purusa). This tripartite 
“homogeneous” Root as being the object “seen” by Consciousness, is the 
Primordial “Mind” and Primordial “Matter” which first evolves as 
Buddhi, then as Ahamkara, then as Tanmdtras and lastly as the particles of 
gross matter or Bhiia. Thus this system makes the mental precede the 
material, the universal precede the particular, the homogeneous preccde 
the heterogeneous. It also conceives the world-process as an unfoldment 
or Evolution. 

Patafijala Dargana, III. 44 speaks of the five conditions of the Bhiitas. 
(1) Sthala. The actually perceived condition involving Gandha, Sparsa, etc., 
each perception gives a particular form of Bhilta with a particular set of 
qualities. (2) Svariipa. The generic quality (jati) of the five kinds of Bhiita; 
the generic quality of Prthivi, of Ap, Tejas, etc. (2) Siksma. The Tanmdiras 
which are the units or causes of the Bhitas. (4) Anvaya. The thtee Gunes 
(Sattva, Rajas and Tamas) which underlie and constitute ultimately all 
Bhittas. (5) Arthavattva. The end for which each form of Bhiita exists and 
evolves; the Bhita as an object or instrument of Bhoga or enjoyment. He 
who can do concentration or Samadhi on these five conditions of Bhita 
can control it. = 

We have said that the Tanmdira is the unit of the Bhūta. In what sense? 
The Tanmaira is called Avisesa (non-particular) in the Second Standard 
(¢.g., in Patafijala, II. 19). It is called also the Sitksma-Bhita. The etymo- 
logy of the word would suggest that it is the unit, or standard, or archetype. 
I see whiteness in this paper or greenness in that leaf. Is that the Ripa- 
Tanmatra? Is it any kind of sensation or quality apprehended ordinarily 
by the senses? No. To be Avifesa it must not be any particular variation 
“See Mind ante. 

2 Power (Sakti) as presenting, veiling consciousness and the activity in each. 
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of Ripa, but the Ripa as a Universal; to be a standard or archetype, it 
must not be Ripa as apprehended variously by various limited sense-capa- 
citics but as apprehended by a perfect or “Absolute Eye.”! To be Saksma, 
it must not be Ripa as seen by me in this paper but as existing in the 
“elements” of the paper. That is, it must be elementary Ripa appearing, 
within the limits of man’s sense-capacity and subject to his inherited ten- 
dencies or Samskdras, as the Ripa of this paper. 

Suppose we make this hypothesis. Let this paper be divided and sub- 
divided till at last the non-magnitudinal “points” are reached; and let a 
Perfect Sense (i.., free from the limitations of varying tendencies or Sams- 
karas) apprchend those points. Then, to such a sense (say, the eye) there 
will be presented standard “Ripa-points”. A Ripa-point is an “atom” 
of Ripa or an infinitely small element of Ripa as apprehended by a Perfect 
Eye. Similarly, a Sabda-point is an “atom” of Sabda; and so on. Each is 
a sort of ideal or standard “Psychon”; and there are obviously five kinds 
of Psychons involved in the constitution of sensible matter. In the Second 
Standard we discard non-mental supports of the gunas, viz., the Paramapus 
of the First Standard. Hence, now, this paper, for example, is just the 
aggregate of Ripa-points, Rasa-points, Gandha-points, etc. As the Physicist 
now explains Matter by “atoms” of Electricity (or Electrons which however, 
cannot be the ultimate units), so Samkhya reduces Matter to an aggregate 
of Psychons which, from its view-point, are standard elements of Ripa, etc., 
as presented to a Perfect Eye. 

As Psychons they are obviously not reducible to one another. A Ripa 
is not a kind of Rasa or a kind of Sabda. In synthesising from the psycholo- 
gical standpoint the world of sensible Matter we cannot come to a number 
of distinct classes less than five; the five Tanmatras are the five irreducible 
minima of categories within which our experience of sensible Matter can 
be summed up. Though differing as effects, they may however agree as 
regards their causation, i.e., they may all be deduced from the differing acti- 


vities of one higher Principle (¢.g., Asmita or Ahamkara, the I- : ing or 
individualising principle by which a limited centre recognises itself as 
such). 


In passing through the “refracting and defracting media” of our 
limited and varied individual Samskaras pertaining to our instruments of 
perception, these standard Ripa, Rasa, etc., become in effect infinitely 


ad 


1 Gf. Plato’s doctrine of Archetypes. = 
2A, aes Reseed by J. S. M in his “Logic”. 
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diversified; so we experience almost limitless kinds of Ripa, Rasa, etc., 
which change and pass, and differ from case to case. Behind all this kalei- 
doscopic changes of form, etc., we have the standard Tanmdiras themselves 
and their permutations and combinations. These are the “things-in-them- 
selves”. It is clear that the Tanmdiras are the Generals or Universals of 
which our perceived Rijpas, Rasas, ctc., are the aggregates and particular 
variations. 

As, again the Electrons by their number and various arrangements 
are believed to constitute the atoms of Matter, so the Répa-units, Rasa-units, 
etc., by their various combinations make the Bhitas or sensible matter. 
Whilst a Sabda-Tanmdtra may exist singly, a Sparsa-Tanmiira is commonly 
a compound of Sparfat+Sabda; so a Rūpa-Tanmāira is=Ripa T. + Sparśa 
T.+Sabda T.; so Rasa T. is a combination of 4; and Gandha T. is a combi- 
nation of 5. By reason of such combination, they possess, in the above- 
mentioned order, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Gunas.1 

Whatever the original Datum or Stuff may be, whether Cit or Prakrti, 
it is clear that we can have “points” of Ripa etc., in it, only after some Indi- 
vidualizing Principle (Ahamkara) has operated upon it; by such operation 
separated Centres of Action and Reaction appear in the Continuum. The 
Individualizing or Centre-referring Principle is Asmita or Ahamkara. The 
whole operation again pre-supposes, and is resolvable into, three concurrent 
activities which the Samkhya calls Sativa (Presentation), Rajas (Movement), 
and Tamas (Veiling). Cit or Consciousness stands apart but lights up the 
whole show. 

12 

We need not further examine this doctrine here, but only observe that 
its investigation into the foundations of Reality is also halting. If we 
conceive the Yanmdiras as ideal points of Ripa, etc., then where do these 
points exist and operate? In Akafa? But Akasa as perceptual Space is not 
antecedent to the Tanmāiras. Dik as a nitya dravya, and as a Principle of 
configuration, is not admitted. It is simply the aggregate of the directions 
in which the points stand to one another. What then is the required conti- 
nuum for the points to exist and operate in? 

Why not say simply with Vedanta that it is Consciousness (Cit) which 
in one aspect of Its Power (Maya-Sakti) evolves as Object (Driya) and in 
another aspect (Cit-Sakti) manifests and controls it as Subject (Drasta) ? 


1 See Patanjala-Bhasya, II. 19. 
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Then this Cit Itself or Pure Consciousness will be the required Conti- 
nuum, and one which is self-revealing (svaprakdsa.) All operations and all 
operatives and all operators will be then the conditions of Consciousness 
Itself. 

Dik, Kala, Akaga and Atman will only be the Cit-continuum or Cons- 
ciousness ( Cidakasa) in different attitudes and relations. Cit or Pure Cons- 
ciousness or Spirit is the subject of a future volume.'! 

As before pointed, the Continuum has a static (quiescent) and a dynamic 
(stressing) aspect. The second does not cancel or suppress the first. When 
the Cit-Substance as Energy (Sakti) evolves as the world, Its static or quics- 
cent form is also maintained. This is the significance of the Kali Murti— 
the figure of the moving Kali-Sakti on the corpse-like (Sava) quiescent 
form of Siva—a common symbol in the Tantras. 

In Its evolution as Energy (Sakti) the Series (Dhara) with its superior 
and inferior limits explained before applies. So that we have higher and 
higher continua and lower and lower discontinua. The perfect limit of 
the continua is Pure Cit, and the lowest limit of discreteness is the Bindu 
as a form of Supreme Energy. ‘While Energy concentrates? into Bindus, 
Its continuous forms also exist as “fields” for the operation of the Bindus. 
Hence if Sakti to operate as and through Points requires Dik and Kala, 
we have them already given for they are only modes of presentation of 
forms of Cit to Cit itself. 

In fact, the Wada-Bindu which concludes every mantra— the Continuum 
and the Point—are the correlates of each other. One is not without the 
Other. They are the two poles of Being, so that Brahman is at once “anora- 


niydn mahato mahīyān? “smaller than the smallest and greater than the 


greatest”—as Veda says. 
Hence when at the one pole the “point” of Sabda as Tanmātra appears 
at the other pole the subtle continuunr of Sabda or siksma, apaficikrita 
Akaéa (ether) appears. They are aspects of the same appearance. 
Psychologically it is so. The infinitely small element or unit of Sabda 
as presented to the “Absolute Ear” (an idea which is however implicit in 
the Second Standard), and therefore as Avisesa (universal), was the Sabda- 
Tanmātra considered before. But the “Absolute Ear” may “hear” both- 


wise—the smallest as well as the largest (arama mahat). Hence to It Sabda 
poles—Sabda as Point and 


as Tanmatra or Universal will present both the 


1 (Now included in the present volume) 
2 That is, becomes as it is Ghanibhita. 
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Sabda as Continuum (both universal, because not, ex hypothesi, presented to 
this limited hearing instrument or to that). If, again, by ‘Sabda’ we mean 
not ‘sound’ only but ‘spanda’ or movement then we have this: 

(1) Siiksma-Akasa—Universal-sabda-continuum = Cit-sakti in a condition 

of stressing in general. Similarly, 

(2) Stiksma-Vayu—Uhniversal-sparsa-Sabda-continuum, and is a deriva- 

tive from the first. 

It is a condition of Cit in which there is (dynamically) mobility in 
general, and (psychologically) Sparsa or touch in general. Both the mobility- 
in-general and the Sparsa-in-general being as they are presented to an 
“Absolute Touch”; our experiences of mobility and Sparsa being limited, 
varied and particular. In (1) the stresses are considered as not producing 
actual motion. Then we have (3) Tejas—Universal-Sabda-sparsa-riipa-conti- 
nuum, and is a derivative from (1) & (2). 

It is not easy to present in a simple manner the special dynamical 
aspect of Tejas, Ap and Prthivi, but we may say that their dynamisms are 
such that they produce Radiation (Electrical or other), Liquidity and Rigi- 
dity in general respectively; psychologically, they are responsible especially 
for Ripa, Rasa, Gandha (all in general). And it should be borne in mind 
that in the two higher standards (and more particularly in the third), 
psychism is = dynamism; they are only aspects. 

We have taken the Absolute Sensibility and presented to It Sabda as 
continuum, sparsa as continuum, ctc., and obtained pure: Akāśa- Tanmāira, ctc. 
We might have as well begun at the other “polc” or the Point. 

Because Prajapathi or Hiranya-garbha as Absolute Sensibility knows 
Sabda-Tanmaira, etc., it must not be thought that His knowledge is restricted 
to the pure Universals only. He is sarvajfia and sarva-vit.1 His Sense is 
the Ideal Limit of our senses: He thus transcends us; His sense is the aggregate 
of our senses: He is thus immanent in us. 

In explaining (2), (3), etc., we have seen that the higher principles 
necessarily enter into their derivatives, so that in Prthivi-Tanmatra, for 
instance, the characters of the four higher principles are involved. This is 
as it should be. But further compounding is necessary (which is called 
Trivrtkarana or Paficikarana) to get the Sthila-Bhitas, or sensible matter, 
which is the subject of physico-chemical science. 


1 As Sarvajiia He is knower of the Universal: sense particulars; as 
Sarvavit He Ts knower of the EE re ponpreLte poss 5 
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THE WORLD AS POWER: 
POWER AS CAUSALITY AND CONTINU 
(Kāraņa-śakti and Sthiti-fakti) 


PREFACE 


The portion of this book which deals with Causality is my work in 
the carrying out of which I am indebted to Dr. Seal’s learned work “Posi- 
tive Sciences of the Hindus”. The second portion, on Continuity, has been 
written by Professor Pramathanatha Mukhyopadhyaya with whose colla- 
boration I intend to publish the next volume! of the series dealing with 
Cit or (to give this untranslatable word an English name) Consciousness. 
After a discussion of the essential terms, Reality, Consciousness, Mind, 
Life, Matter, Causality and Continuity, and possibly a few others such 
as Samskara or Tendency, the ground will have been prepared for the 
treatment of such special Sastric subjects as Adhikara, Sadhana-Sakti, 
Mantra-Sakti, Ritual in general, Yoga and so forth. It is more than useless 
to attempt to deal with such matters unless the philosophical terms I have 
mentioned are understood. 


Bormes, Var 


16th February 1923 J-W. 


1 Mahāmāyā : Power As Consciousness. (The next section of the present volume). 
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THE WORLD AS POWER: 
POWER AS CAUSALITY 
(Karapa-Sakti) 

1 


It has been said! that causation has been involved in a denser dust 
of discussion especially since the days of Hume, than any other subject 
except Free Will which is intimately connected with cause and effect; and 
that there is no agreement among Psychologists as to the internal convic- 
tion nor among physicists as to the external relation. Many centuries how- 
ever before Hume the same questions were discussed and it is to India that 
we owe the notable doctrine of the essential identity of Cause and Effect,2 
though we may read English works of Indian writers on Causation rich in 
references to Berkeley, Hume, Mill, Herbert Spencer and others without 
mention of what India has said on the subject.’ I suppose Cinderella 
would not have minded neglect so much ifit had not been that of her sisters. 
It will be found however that India has in its main heads fully dealt with 
the matter from the empirical, metaph: ical, and absolute aspects of 
Reality according to the three Standards which constitute the Intellectual 
Body of Vedantic Truth as Spiritual Experience. 

First then as to the internal conviction as to the truth of the principle 
of Causality, namely that there is no phenomenon without its cause. Is it 
derived from the individual’s generalisation from his experience? It is 
not; because it is always and from the beginning associated with it. More- 
over universal propositions cannot be established by limited perceptions. 
Nor is it a form in the Kantian sense of the understanding considered as 
isolated from and independent of the things presented to it. Whence then 
does it come? It is one of the innate tendencies or Samskdra inherent in 


1 Dr. McCosh, “Fi d Fundamental Truths”, 207. i 
2 Dr. HAES Sid. Lectures 279—287, who says “J suppose we owe all this to the 


Hindoos”. ot iad 3 
3 cefer these and English readers to Dr. Seal’s “Positive Sciences 
of ihe Hindus” ees the subject is summarised from the Indian standpoint and the 
authorities are given. 
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mind generated by its past expericnces. These accumulated Samskdras 
are in Indian philosophy the source of all our irresistible assumptions and 
convictions. Thus Kant contended that the persistent reality of the causal 
order is as necessary an assumption for our knowledge of the external 
world as time and space. World-cxperience does not justify these assump- 
tions. But they are there as (it is said) the product of an infinite number 
of experiences in an infinite number of worlds. Mind is never in any Indian 
system a Tabula Rasa but is on the contrary a mine of impressions and 
tendencies. There is a given form of experience because there has 
always been a similar experience under similar circumstances. There 
is a given state of facts because thcre has always been a similar state 
of facts under similar conditions. This is the principle of the Uniformity 
of Nature in its Indian form. The pre-existent experience so postulated, 
though not without rational proof in its favour, cannot be established 
with certitude by reason alone. In supersensible matters reason can 
only attain at the best conclusions of probability. The affirmation of 
pre-existence rests secondarily on Sruti or Revelation and primarily on 
actual experience in the form of that threefold supersensible knowledge 
(Traividya) which is concerned firstly with the cosmic history of the indivi- 
dual self and secondly with such history of others, both being effects in the 
general cosmic process, and thirdly with the cause of such process.! If 
any one says that he does not believe the possibility of such supersensible 
experience he is entirely within his rights and no one can possibly have 
any objection. But those who for any reason have satisficd themsclves on 
this and other similar matters will not in their turn be affected merely by 
these doubts or denials unless they are of the class of persons who in this 
country are stampeded into immediate repudiation on hearing merely 
the powerful Mantras “Science”, “Superstition”, “Progress” and the like. 
But India has not been without Her own sceptics. Indeed from the 
Womb of her Thinking She has thrown out every type of doctrine, Agnos- 
ticism, Scepticism, Materialism, Idealism, Atheism, Theism, Panthcism. 
May be that like a woman who has borne too many children Her fecundity 
has tired Her. The ancient sceptical school of Carvakas held as against 
te why armed the Principle of Causality a «ground of induction 
2 tselfiwas an induction with the result that there was circular 
ceaoning: Universal propositions cannot be established (they held) by 
Paean at he an inm ca wpa jnänam, and the Jaāpa regnring 


th ce . F = t 1 
referring to the rab m pa of things after having experienced another thing 
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limited perception. Every inference is based on an unconditional con- 
comitance which must itself be inferred. There is thus a regressus ad infinitum. 
The nexus between cause and effect was only (they held) a notion based on 
former perception which by accident is found justified by the result in a, 
number of cases. In a similar way Hume held that we do not apprehend 
any efficiency in the causal order but only a certain regularity of sequence 
which contains no absolute guarantee of permanence. An ‘effect’ is only 
what habit leads us to expect. But a necessary connection that is possibility 
of inference between any two existent things. cannot be based on a mere 
expectation which though it has never been falsified may yet some day 
be so. The Nyaya of the first Standard has produced in its later develop- 
ments some of the greatest logic-choppers in the world, but in its earlier 
forms was both acute and sensible. Without assuming (as the Buddhists 
did) Causality as an a priori principle, and making deductions therefrom, 
and without holding (as they did) causal efficicncy to be of the essence of 
empirical (relative) reality, the first Standard took its stand on observed 
concomitance. It admitted that strong objections might be urged on the 
basis of mere observation but held that they could not be answered by 
the canons of causality and essential identity proposed. Falling back on 
the rational practice of thinking persons it was content with a pragmatic 
certitude.1 It was held that the internal conviction was sufficiently justi- 
fied for all our practical purposes. 

The Buddhists took another line of argument to the objection that 
whilst it is true that logical methods of induction may show how in parti- 
cular cases the causal relation is to be established, yet this is only a method 
which itself requires a warrant. The Buddhists replied that pragmatic 
reasons assign a limit to doubt. If in any particular case the method was 
satisfied, the antecedent in question must be the cause, for there was no 
other to serve as such. If it is not the cause then there is none and this 
conclusion is in contradiction of the rational ground of all practice, since 
all volitional activity proceeds by implication on the principle of causality 
namely that there is no phenomenon without a cause. If things could 
happen without a cause, all motives to action would be baffled. The truth 
of the principle was held to be guaranteed by the same ultimate criterion of 
empirical reality as the truth of perception itself, namely, the correspon- 
dence between the rational and practical activity of the self. 


1 Sec Seal, “Positive Sciences of the Hindus,” 267—269. 
2 Seal, op. cit., 259—261. 
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2 

The second Standard fully accepts the principle of Causality and 
efficiency in the transcendent sense of an unmoved Reality disturbing the 
rest (as equilibrium) of the active source of mind and matter and their 
energies. Through this co-operation Nature is dynamic. The third 
Standard similarly assumes the Principle of causality and efficiency with 
this difference that in lieu of two Principles it posits One of dual aspect, 
static as Being-Consciousness, kinetic as the Power of Becoming in which 
Being-consciousness weaves the garment for Itself, which is the unconscious 
(in themselves) psychic and material forces. The first in the Saiva and Sakta 
doctrines is Siva and the second Its Power or Sakti. But the two are in the 
Monistic schools one. Mayavada Vedanta whilst accepting such a view 
as empirically valid takes the last step and holds that in the absolute sense 
the Principle of causality and efficiency is as much Maya as the universe 
to which it is applied. 

As to the external relation, the First Standard held that cause and 
effect were two distinguishable conditions of things in a relation of antece- 
dence and consequence. Its doctrine of causation is that of the absolute 
non-existence of the produced before its actual production;! that is the 
effect is not latent in and essentially identical with the cause as in the next 
or Evolutionary Standard. As regards the relation of cause and effect it 
denies a nexus in the form of a supersensible power (Atindrya-Sakti) in the 
cause to produce the effect, or an ultimate form which is supposed to be 
present whenever the effect is produced. For it such efficiency was neither 
a matter of observation nor legitimate hypothesis. A cause is thus the 
invariable, unconditional, immediately antecedent, sum of operative 
conditions, | and the effect is the consequent phenomenon which results 
from the joint operation of the antecedent conditions. But it does not admit 
cither as a matter of observation or legitimate hypothesis any transcen- 
dental nexus between cause and effect as supersensible Power:? that is 
such productive _metaphysical efficiency as is affirmed by the second 
Standard: according to which the causal relation is one of identity. Causa- 
tion takes place through kinetic operation in the nature of molar or 


molecular motion.* There is in each case of causation a redistribution of 


the latter. Whilst the first Standard thus repudi i 
fir pudiates the notion of Trans- 
cendental Power (Sakti) in the mechanism of nature and natural causation, 
Sycees gives it its name Asat-karya-vada, 
Ape rye ti. aoe 3 See Seal, op. cit., 262. 
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it does not deny but affirms the Power (Sakti) of the Lord in His creation 
of the Universe out of the pre-existing realities, nor does it deny the 
existence of metaphysical conditions like merit (Dharma) which constitute 
a system of Moral Ends which fulfil themselves in and through the mecha- 
nical system and order of .Nature.2 The creation of the world takes place 
as an absolutely new creation} by what is called Yaugika-srsti or conjunction 
of the nine eternally pre-existing entities (Dravya) with all their properties 
and relations. 

Motion (Karma)* is defined in the Commentary on the Vaisesika 
Aphorisms as the unconditional cause of change of place in a particle 
which in its simplest form is instantaneous and as Vega or impressed motion, 
or momentum is a persistent tendency or physical Samskara implying there- 
fore a series of motions.’ This motion is as we may see happening around 
us, conveyed from or communicated by one object to another. Final 
causality or motion is attributed by the First Standard to Adysta 
(lit. Unseen”) which is resorted to in explanation of observed phenomena 
only when these cannot be derived in any way from the operation of known 
causes. Several classes of cases fall under this head such as the operation 
of the transcendental cause, Merit and Demerits which explains the con- 
junction and disjunction of Souls (Atmans) with their bodies, or according 
to the law of Karma or action or the operation of moral causation as super- 
jmposed on the natural order; and the first motions in the primordial 
elements of matter? at the beginning of creation. It is the Lord (Ivara) 
who is, though Himself unmoved, the First Mover operating according 
to the law of the unseen causes or Adrsta. Motion therefore in this system 
is something communicated, and it is this communicated, as opposed 
to inherent motion or essential efficiency of the second standard, which 
constitutes the phenomenal cause S the first. 


The first Standard conceived the matter under discussion in a simple 
fashion. The world is reducible to certain eternal realities. These are 
brought together by God and form everything experienced in the Universe. 


1 Tévara in this system has the three éaktis: nitya-jfiana, nitya-icchā, nitya-krya. 
2 Dr. Seal op. cit., 265—266. 

> Hence it is called Arambha-väda. 

s SESTE N, tendency (Samskära) to motion or tendency to restitution 


ais = rere bee That is an action in accordance with or contrary to the universal 
W. 1 Paramāgu. 
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The things so formed by the eternal realities are absolutely new productions 
which had no sort of existence whatever before their production. All 
moving things are moved by a force called Kala which though different 
from and independent of other realities is in general relation with ther. 
Dik again is the force of relative position. Final Causality or motion is 
attributed to Adrsta (lit. “Unscen”) such as the first motions in the primor- 
dial elements of matter. Adrsia is only resorted to in explanation of observed 
phenomena when these cannot be derived in any way from the operation 
of known causes. In the universe so constituted causation takes place 
through molar and molecular Motion (Karma) which is the cause of change 
in place in a particle. This motion is conveyed by one body to another. 
Cause is one thing and effect is another. The former is the invariable, 
unconditional, immediately antecedent, sum of operative conditions and 
the latter or effect is the consequent phenomenon which results from the 
joint operation of the antecedent conditions. As already observed the 
power of movement is not lodged in matter itself, It is a distinct principle 
in general relation with it. There is nothing but the invariable uncondi- 
tional time relation between the cause and effect. This Standard does 
not admit either as matter of observation or legitimate hypothesis any 
nexus between cause and effect as metaphysical power (Atindrya-Sakti) 
or productive efficiency inherent in the cause to produce the effect. as 
posited in the second Standard. The cause is nothing other than an uncon- 
ditional, invariable complement of operative conditions and the effect 
nothing other than the consequent phenomenon which results from the 
joint operation of the antecedent conditions. The Nyāya however while 
repudiating transcendental power (Sakti) in the mechanism of nature and 
natural causation does not deny the existence of metaphysical conditions 
like merit (Dharma) which constitute a system of moral ends that fulfil 
themselves in and through the mechanical system and order of nature.! 
Stig, Tg ea Ey 
y or unconditional succession which 
constitutes causation but it is the power in the cause which produces the 
invariable succession. In other words the concept of cfficiency is essential 
TESI RA Fation This is based on the fact of the individual man’s 
se ot power and the consciousness of it, or on the experience of subjective 
activity as such which has been regarded as a prima or the sole noce 


of this concept of efficiency. This subjective consciousness of power as the 
1 Seal, op. cit., 262 et, Seq. 
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original experience from which the concept of efficiency is derived has 
been held to be a justification of its validity; that is there is in fact power 
in the cause to produce the effect. As so conscious we have the feeling that 
in human activity we are in the Power-housc itself. It is objected thate 
this is a mere ejective interpretation, a projection of our consciousness of 
power into the outside world. The world outside us does not give the 
concept of efficiency except we read what we are conscious of into it. We 
do not sense power or initiative force anywhere. In fact causation is a 
notion derived from our own conscious activity. This is true as also that 
it is Consciousness which makes the very change of nature intelligible 
to us.! 

Nevertheless we may support the dynamic view of the universe on 
the Monistic. principles of the Sakta system. Mind and matter are twin 
aspects of the Mother-Power (Maha-Sakti). They are themselves forms of 
power in differing degrees of contraction (Samkoca). Power exists in either 
case, though in man’s mind only it is revealed together with the conscious- 
ness of it. It is true that efficiency is discovered not outside but within us. 
But if it did not exist all would not make discovery of it. The charge of 
anthropomorphism only succeeds against those who altogether sever mind 
and matter, the intelligible from the sensible. It is however a formally 
valid criticism that the unity on which this argument is based is not itself 
established. This calls in question the truth of Monism itself. Samkhyan 
dualism gives independent reality to motion or change. It may be objected? 
that these as absolute, objective, independent occurrences have in them- 
selves no meaning, for their meaning is in Consciousness which by giving 
meaning to succession demonstrates its own persistence, which as conscious 
continuity by creating time and space proves its own timelessness and 
spacclessness, thus as the Monistic Vedanta says, giving testimony of 


consciousness as the Self being the sole basis or reality. But can reason 


i i i has no meaning 
establish anything more than that motion or change 

independent of Consciousness? We make a further step when we say that 
there is in fact only reality namely Consciousness, & position for which 
be established with certitude except by 
an actual or direct experience of unity. Those who seek to establish super- 


sensible (Atindrya) truths on any other groun 


thi ilfal criticism from the 
1Sce as to this and the concept of Energy generally. pe a S 
Advaita-Vedānta standpoint in ‘Metaphysics of Energy . Ikani p 
the Indian Institute of Philosophy, eR (E. Khandi )- 
2 Sce “Metaphysics of Encrgy- 
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argue against the validity of the individual’s experience must fail. It is 
his experience, adduce what facts and arguments you will against it.! 
4 
In the second Standard there are two ultimate Realities, existing 
independently the one of the other, namely the class of Selves (Purusas) 
whose nature is Consciousness and the psycho-physical Principle (Prakrti). 
When the two Principles are associated as in world-experience there is 
consciousness identifying itself with its vehicles of mind and matter. 
Where they are dissociated then Consciousness is alone in its aloofness 
(Kaivalya). These two in association are the efficient and material causes 
respectively of the universe, whilst in Vedanta there is only one Reality 
which in different aspects is efficient and material cause. True efficiency 
is the power to initiate change that is the power of X to affect Y whilst X 
itself is unaffected and remains at rest. If the agent X is itself moved then 
it becomes a patient. This efficiency is transcendental and not the ordinary 
notion of efficiency of science which has no metaphysical support. Lotze 
says; “There cannot be an inner state of anything such as to be for that 
thing the condition of its being in another particular state.” It is in fact 
impossible even to conceive X moving Y in the world of things without the 
former itself moving in the act of moving the latter. If X moves then it 
must be moved from outside. The agent which is moved and moves does 
Not initiate but merely communicates an impulse which it has itself 
received from outside. In the phenomenal world the moving cause can 
only be conceived as part of an universe which by the configuration of its 
other parts helps to determint its movements. No element whether animate 
or inanimate can be conceived as moving itself because everything remains 
at rest until it is moved through a cause outside itself. And once recourse 
is had to outside causes the notion of efficiency is lost.2 In the universe as 
it exists there is an unending change of cause and effect, each movement 
therein being the result of a previous one and the cause of that which follows. 
It is common doubtless to speak of the self-initiated movements of animate 
being. It is not affirmed that there is true efficiency in the case of such 
movements, but that the movement of living substance is not necessarily 
dependent on mechanical propulsion by something else from outside. In 
fact some altogether deny spontaneity of movement in living bodies attri- 
Vt is the truth for him however m . 
truth for themselves. Tt is only alleged senseiknowluge which Capable of peifeaton 
2 See Metaphysics of Energy, by G. R. Malkani. 
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buting their movements to the colloid and chemical reactions of the mobile 
beings and the medium. But, however this be, no true efficiency, as above 
defined, is discoverable in any form of phenomenal being as such. True 
efficiency only cxists in their ultimate Cause. In Samkhya the Psycho- 
physical Principle is essentially active. It is never at rest. No cause is thus 
required to set it in motion. Consciousness (Purusa) is efficient in the sense 
that it determines the equilibrium of the former principle so that it deploys 
and manifests itself in the psychical and physical variety with which the 
unity of consciousness identifies itself. 

The Psycho-physical principle is composed of three Factors, Moments, 
or Aspects! which are a tendency towards Activity, that is what is efficient 
in any phenomenon,? and which may work upon either of the other two 
factors? which are tendencies towards the Manifestation‘ or Veiling of 
Consciousness in that phenomenon respectively. The very nature of 
Energy is Efficiency to do work, to overcome r istance and to produce 
motion. All energy is therefore kinetic, even potential energy being energy 
of Motion in imperceptible forms. And so it is said of the essentially 
active Root-Energy-Stuff of the universe or Prakrti that it has both 
homogeneous? and heterogeneous or heteropathic change.* By the former 
is meant ‘change in its own given condition’, The changed state is equiva- 
lent to the changing state. Thus the threefold Factors of the Root which 
is the material cause of the future and still unmanifested universe are in a 
a state of equilibrium. The Root even then changes so as to maintain this 
state of equilibrium the change not upsetting the equilibrium. It changes 
because activity of some kind is of its essence. The reason is that the inherent 
tendency to manifeststion is counterbalanced by the resistance of the 
Factor which in produced nature is called mass resistance, stability, or 
inertia. Consciousness as the Puruşa is the efficient agent for the destruction 
of this equilibrium and the manifestation of the universe to Consciousness 
1 Guna; transl i ich also means strand or thread. The Root is 
tefl like eae Pir ad of the Brahmaga: e 

jas Guna. 3 Making one suppress the otter the medium for re- 


4Sattva-guna. It is that in the Material Cause which serves as S 
flection of t e Sat or Consciousness of the efficient cause, the Purua. It is therefore the 
conscious element as mind in the Phenomenon. 3 f 7 icall 
S'Tanas Guna, counteracting the tendency to conscios. manifestation, physi y 
manifesting as the mass and eatin of Matter which as such is the unconscious element 
in the Phenomenon. x 3 D whom 
SP i= ti She from Whom production begins or She 
all races (era) are Sone. “Actions=Srsti (production), Sthiti EE EAN, Laya 


Sadri ‘or Sarüpa-pariņāma. s Visadróa or Virūpa-pariņāma. 
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through the Mind with which the latter identifics itself. In manifestation 
however Change is heterogeneous. Manifestation involves varied collo- 
cations of energy. One relation of the Factors then changes into another 
different from it and so on with the result that Causation is a transformation 
of the homogencous origin into the heterogencous effects which are the 
varied universe of Mind and Matter. 

As stated, consciousness as efficient cause of movement does not itself 
move. We may seek a physical analogy in the nature of catalytic activity. In 
a chemical substance which is possessed of catalytic action the latter effects 
something and yet does not itself (so far as we can sce) get transformed nor 
lose anything of its mass or potential during that chemical activity. Such 
a substance does not combine with the others which it influences but it 
(by its presence) influences others in proximity to onc another to combine 
and to become themselves the seat of chemical activity and transformation. 
All such bodies therefore lose nothing and gain nothing and so keep them- 
selves what they were. They naturally cease to influence if isolated from 
material to act upon. Their activity in the sense of influence would have 
a final terminal should they be altogether and permanentaly isolated which 
is the meaning of Kaivalya.1 

Action may thus be apparently caused or directed by a body which 
itself undergoes no change.2 Whilst this example illustrates the change- 
lessness of the Efficient Cause it does not bring out to view the apparent 
combination of the two Principles. In the Sastra in order to explain the 
nature of this influence, recourse is had to the analogy of the reficction of 
a red flower in a crystal. The former and all its movements are reflected 
in the crystal but the latter is in itself unchanged. This illustration has the 
merit of showing both influence and apparent combination of both the 


Realities. Whatever analogy be applicable? the substance of the doctrine 


is that one Principle affects another without the former really combining 


with it and thus being affected and undergoing any change. 


1 As applied to the Purusa detached from Pr ti, Kai is i i 

wher aaa as Purusa dissociates Itself Hs Prakrti, aeaiaioe 
o platinum will cause action without itself und ing any kind of hich 

ex ES gezas by tie chemist; and so with other bodies. OTRE is AE lat oe itll 
Hep at vai magnet any number of others can be made without loss to the 


3In fact the Scriptures declare that th i i 
s fact tl : e matter is Apratarkya, that is beyond all 
human Spee conception. Our analysis must from the nature of porond be 
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We may leave physical analogies which are necessarily crude, though 
not without effect, for those who live in the actions and reactions of matter, 
and endeavour to explain the subjects from the psychical standpoint. In 
this view we may say that Nature always actively “works for” that is shows 
Herself to the consciousness which associates itsclf with Her. To the cons- 
ciousness which discovers its true nature and that it is other than and 
separated from mind and matter She withdraws herself. Until then Cons- 
ciousness which identifies itself with Mind and Matter continues to be the 
efficient cause of their production. All Mind and Matter and their energies 
are contained in the Original Energy-stuff: so that manifestation is an 
unfolding. This is the doctrine of the existence of the product in a potential 
form in the cause prior to its actual manifestation as effect.1 Things are 
not formed out of pre-existing materials as new creations, but products 
already exist in a potential form in the original productive principle. They 
simply unroll themselves out from this potential state as a tree unrolls itself 
from out the seed. The Cause holds within it the effect potentially. The 
effect is the cause modified. Cause and effect in the universe arc different 
positions and states of conditionedness of the same thing in the time- 
sequence. The effect is in the cause and the cause exists in the effect which 
is only the cause manifested in a collocation.2 The effect which is potential 
is actualised! Nothing which is produced is something entirely new. The 
manifestation or causation of an effect is only the passage from potentiality 
to actuality. Cause and effect are thus essentially (that is as to substance- 
energy as distinct from collocation) one. The X which is virtually the causc 
is the same X which is virtually the effect. _ 

The Factors of the Root, notwithstanding their transformation into 
diverse forms, are neither created not destroyed and are eternal. The 
totality of Mass} and Energy‘ remains constant if account be taken both 
of the actual and potential. But the concrete phenomenal modes evolved 
in this process are subject to growth and decay, which are only due to 
changes of collocation and consequent changes of state from the potential 
to the actual. The course of evolution conforms to a fixed law inherent in 
the transforming whole, the transformation of which is constant and not 
arrested for a moment. There is thus both transformation and conserva- 


tion of Energy. As the total Energy remains the same while the world is 


shin Sat-Karya-vada. 5 
It is therefore called pb CE Seal, op. cit., 89. 


2 Karanasyaiva sams 
Tamas. 4 Rajas. 
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constantly evolving, cause and effect are only more or less evolved forms 
of the same ultimate Root-Energy Stuff. The sum of effects exists in the 
sum of Causes in a potential or unevolved form. What is called the material 
cause or sum of material causes is only the Power which is efficient in the 
production, or rather the vehicle of that power. This Power is the potential 
form of the Energy set free in the effect through concomitant conditions 
necessary to call forth the so-called material cause into activity. 
There is liberation of potential Energy following on the action of the 
proximate efficient cause or concomitant condition. The causal operation 
of these lies in the fact that they supply the stimulus which liberates the 
potential energy stored up in a given collocation. Everything in the pheno- 
menal world is a special collocation of the three Factors of the Root cause. 
The sum of material causes potentially contains the Energy manifested 
in the sum of effects: and in the passage from potency to actualisation the 
effectuating condition (concomitant, cause), when it is itself accomplished, 
is only a step in the evolutionary series which adds a specific stimulus and 
renders determinate that which was previously indeterminate. When 
the effectuating condition is added to the sum of material conditions in a 
given collocation, all that happens is that a stimulus is impartéd which 
removes the arrest, disturbs the relatively stable equilibrium and brings 
on a liberation of energy together with a fresh collocation. Non-material 
(in the sense of subtle) concomitants like Merit and Demerit! do not 
supply any moving force or Energy of the sum of material conditions but 
only remove the arrest or state of relatively stable equilibrium in a given 
collocation.2 The order of evolution follows a definite law inherent in 
the root-cause and its manifestations. The cosmic order is one and fixed 
but _comprehends divers series arising from different combinations or 
original Factors which constitute subordinate or particular laws of cause 
and effect. The qualities of things are only modes of Energy acting in 
ee actual and at other times potential. The 
‘ Energy is one and ubiquitous ‘and everything therefore exists 
in everything else potentially: without prejudice to the generic and specific 
differences of things. Inorganic matter, vegetable and animal organisms 
are essentially and ultimately one, so far as 

- > mass and energy are concerned, 
but the varied forms of Energy and the generic and specific qualities or 


1 Dharma and Adharma. 


2 As the owner of sar S n A p 
of water. eriotie field ae e barrie a flooding his field from a reservoir 
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properties of things (which are but modes of Energy) follow a definite 
and unalterable law (which we observe in the phenomenal world) in the 
order of their appearance and succession under conditions of space, time, 
mode, and causality and hence all effects do not manifest themselves 
at once.! The category of causality is mediated through the scheme 
of order in time. The empirical institution first superimposes relations 
of antecedence and sequence on changing phenomena and the under- 
standing out of these relations creates order in time. The empirical 
intuition then intuits the phenomenal series of transformations of Energy 
in this Time-order and in so doing imparts the relation of cause and 
effect into Nature.? 

It is to be noted that the Energy which Mind, Life, and Matter 
display is of a transcendental nature. That is, it is not the energy of 
forms of mind and matter considered in and by themselves, but it is the 
one infinite Energy of the Original Principle of which they are both limited 
psychophysical modes. 

5 F 

The Third Standard as Vedanta in its Monistic form holds that 
the measurable universe is reducible to one Reality alone, the Brahman, 
the Immeasurable or Immense. We may consider the matter first from 
the empirical standpoint of Sakta doctrine. Here in licu of the plurality 
of Selves (Purusa), there is the one Changeless Consciousness of Siva who, 
relative to the world, is efficient cause. The world is not something 
which has a reality independent of Consciousness. It is the transforming 
and transformed Power of Sakti of Siva who is the Divine Mother of the 
Universe. The Mother as Material cause is in Herself (Svariipa) one 
with Siva who is Consciousness-being-bliss. The material cause 15 noi 
thus, as the Samkhyas affirm, something unconscious. The Mother- 
Energy is the Source of all mind, life, and matter and their energies which 
are all, modes of Her as Substance-Energy. The Power which evolves 
the world is both Consciousness (Git-Sakti) and Maya‘ or the nares 
power (Maya-Sakti) which manifests as mind and matter. Neither Siva 
nor Sakti in themselves, that is as Being-consciousness-bliss, change, but 
Sakti is the Principle of Change and assumes the changing forms which 


T Dr. Seal, op. cil., 13—18 yaa I summarise and in which the authorities are given. 
2 Ibid., 22. 3 ripunt. i Bene Se re 
4 Maya that by which a is measured’ that is ‘limited’, (Miyate anena 
iti Maya) the principle Py eh cea fred on the formless. Some erin ae Ma 
(not) ¥a (That) ie., that which is the contrary of the infinite That wi 
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constitute the universe. Here also there is a relation of essential identity 
between cause and effect. Consciousness remains one and unchanged, 
immanent in all mind and matter: and the latter are essentially one 
as regards Substance-Energy. There is true causal efficiency in its trans- 
cendental sense. But the efficient and material causes are not two inde- 
pendent Principles but twin aspects of the onc Reality in whom inhcre 
both. Causal efficiency:is the very essence of Reality in its Power aspect 
and it is this efficiency which is inherent and manifested in all things in 
the universe which are the transformations of the Mother-Energy-Substance 
(Maha-éakti) one in Herself with Consciousness. 

It is to be observed however that there is a difference between the 
modes of operation in the evolution of the world, that is of its constitutive 
principles and in the world so constituted. 

In the case of transformation of Energy-Substance in the world itself 
the result of the cosmic process above described, the cause ceases to exist 
as cause immediately before and when the effect comes into existence. 
Thus as the Laksmi-Tantra says “in the world milk loses its nature im- 
mediately when it becomes curd (there is curd only not milk and curd)” 
but this does not apply to the Supreme Cause and Its process for the 
quality! of that Cause is Virya,? that is unaffectedness in spite of being 
the transforming material cause.2 This principle is applicable in the 
case of both the second and third Standards or Samkhyan and Vedantic 
systems respectively. In cosmic evolution the cause when transforming 
itself into the effect remains what it is as cause. The effect (as effect) 
is the cause modified but the cause (as cause) remains what it was, is, 
and will be. This must obviously be so, otherwise with the evolution 
into effect the cause would disappear in it and so on until the last of the 
evolved principles was reached when all the antecedent principles would 
have disappeared in the last. But the universe exists as a combination 
of those constituent principles. 

The evolutionary process is also in both cases reversible, that is, 
cosmically. In manifested Nature there is continuous degradation until 


1 Guna. 2 This term here= -rahi 
2S p Ahipu uel SE ere= Vikāra-rahita. 
us in ya, i becomes Mahat and remains Prakrti; Mahat becomes 
steep d remain Makat and so on. And in the 36 Principles (Tattvas) of the 


Saiyaan, an piva paki Tattva evolves Sidakhya and remains as they were, Sadakhya 


i; remains Sidikhya. In the Maya-vada scheme there is not 
he same chain sf geyde ams because Matter, Life and Mind are derived front the 
a : Guna of the Universal (Apañicikrta-Tanmätra:) But the Tanmatras 

emselves are evolved similarly from Maya the material cause. 
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the terminal of activity as the whole universe is reached. Could the 
reversibility of the processcs of life be discovered we might then see the 
adult organism led back through the successive stages of its development 
to the primitive germ whence it sprung. Hathayoga may in degree 
arrest degradation and give a reverse tendency to individual organic 
process.! But it is the work of Cosmic Power to withdraw as a whole 
what it has ejected as modes of itself. This is Pralaya or dissolution of the 
universe when the two Radical Principles alone are. 

In this connection it may be observed that to Aristotle the “First 
Mover” must be functioning actuality, absolute Energeia for were it only 
potential Dunamis there were no reason so far as it was only that, it should 
become actual. It has absolutely actual being which moves out of itself 
and returns to itself. The potential presupposes preceding actuality. 
What is potential may or may not be. There is no absolute beginning 
of this process: and so it has been said “that no Theist can assign a first 
to Deity nor atheist a first to the systems of things in time.”2 The Sām- 
khyan Material Cause as Energy-Stuff is prior to manifestation a state 
of equilibrated inner activity? associated with the efficient Cause (Purusa), 
and in Vedanta the efficient and material causes are aspects of the One 
Reality, the Whole and Full (Papa), with all-mighty Power.‘ Neither 
in Samkhya nor in this or other Vedantic schools is the universe.the pro- 
duction of something absolutely new: but there is an unfolding or develop- 
ment in the sense that what previously existed in a subtle form in the 
Cause is made explicit and gross in the effect. In the Vedantic schools 
the Lord is the efficient cause. 

6 
Before stating the doctrine of Vedanta from its transcendental stand- 


its empirical side. Cause and effect may be complete or partial. By 
‘complete cause’ is meant the attitude of the universe as a whole at the 
antecedent moment and the ‘complete effect’ is the attitude of the universe 


1] ini or Laya-yoga the individual actually retraces the stages of the cosmic 
cious Sen bees ae with the initial Energy in its form as Consciousness. Eon 


this Yoga proceeds on a Monistic basis. 
2 De terling. Gifford Lectures (1890), 126. 
3 Sadrśa-pariņāma. iS arva-saktimaya. — ei 
s In Madhva’s dualism it is exceptionally held that God is not the ma cause 


of the universe. 
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as a whole at the subsequent moment. When dealing with the complete 
cause external influences are excluded, that is, influences not within the 
system itself. 

As to the treatment of Causality there are thus two standpoints 
namely the ordinary pragmatic standpoint which deals not with the uni- 
verse of Fact but with Fact-sections? and the philosophic standpoint 
which tries to deal, so far as possible, with the universe itself. Thus 
from the first viewpoint the cause of an eclipse of the moon is the falling 
of the shadow of the earth? on her. From the second view-point the 
cause is the condition of the universe as a whole at the antecedent moment, 
that is the antecedent attitude of the universe, and the effect is the conse- 
quent attitude of the universe, that is the condition of the universe as a 
whole at the subsequent moment. In this case the cause and effect arc 
not held apart and one set of things held to be the cause and the other 
the effect. The whole as cause is the cause of the whole as effect—the state 
of the whole which exists first being called the causc, and the other which 
follows the effect, though the two are essentially one, distinguishable 
by the specific arrangement of Matter and Force. In the instance given 
the physical universe as a whole must be in a certain attitude in order 
that the sun, moon, and earth may be in conjunction and thereby cause 
the eclipse. Neither sun nor moon can be torn apart from the physical 
system and treated in an isolated manner. The cause or ‘antecedent 
assemblage of conditions” is really the antecedent attitude of the system 
as a whole. The effect also is not circumscribed to the particular section 
which we care to notice. It is as wide as the consequent attitude of the 
universe as a whole.- But the ordinary outlook is narrow. Science 
tries to broaden it; Philosophy to complete. From the ordinary stand- 
point the equality of the cause and effect relates to Matter and Force, 
though in some cases scientific analysis must supplement or correct ordinary 
analysis in the proof of such equality. But as regards their collocation 


and distribution it is evident that there is no a t i int 
with which I will next deal. pparent equality, a poin 


2 1 Thus a seed is growing to be a plant. Here external infl al 
to the forces which constitute the seed such as soil, air, ne vain andso Drik. These 


ial 7 3 2 
ac parti = hem as is also the attraction of the carth producing the effect, namely, the 


2 Prof. Je 6 
A See ` eae. aa sei Approaches to Truth” and “Patent Wonder”. 
Rahu sal levour’ oon is call chhaya or Ea: 
All the ancients were not so infantile as Hees ee Eya rOet Tarti Shado: 
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It is obvious that if the cause is absolutely identical with the effect 
there is no efficient causation at all. But we do, it is said, sec “Becoming” 
that is continuous natural process. Hence arises the notion of relative 
sameness through a series of changes, stages, positions. In so far as any 
of the determining conditions of an aspect of reality remains unchanged, 
in so far that aspect is said to be continuous. The reality of Becoming 
involves continuity of transition. All natural processes are conceived 
as continuous. Motion cannot be perceived without continuity. But 
this continuity again must be relative. For if there be continuity in its 
strictest sense the cause becomes coincident with the effect, all process 
becomes impossible and therefore all differences are abolished. Con- 
tinuity of transition is a necessary presupposition without which Becoming 
is inconceivable. What however practically is our experience ? Ob- 
jectively we only know successive positions, mere static points. Forms 
succeed one another in the natural process. Nextly differences of quality 
are shown in these successive forms. This diversity and succession of 
forms, discontinuous in themselves, sct up the appearance of motion. 
The forms are many and mutually exclusive. Objectively then all that 
we know are successive static points which are plural, diverse, different 
in quality, discontinuous in themselves. The points as objectively given 
are discrete and unconnected. We do not see transition between one form 
and another, the melting of one form into another. If we accept process 
and with it real differences of form, continuity becomes meaningless, for 
that which exists as a limit only cannot become another limit continu- 
ously. Nevertheless the notion of continuity is imposed on us being 
involved in the notions of causation, energy and motion. Our experience 
is apparently not of simultaneity. The terms of reality are successive 


because mutually exclusive. The cause of the reality of X is not thought 
of as existing contemporaneously with, but has having arisen before, X. 
Motion cannot be constructed by any number of mere static points. For 
such pòints always involve a gap between them with the result that there 
ints but no motion. What is done by any 


is a series of discontinuous po 0 dor : 
experiencer is to fill in these gaps by a subjective content. Objectively there 
As regards causation we conceive 


is apparently no place for continuity. caus 
of an ideal abstraction of Substance-Energy which is the unchanged 
nges of form which take place in it and we give to 


ground beneath all cha n g 
the static points a sort of movement and construct the image of a line.t 


1 For a fuller treatment of Continuity sce post. 
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The universe, it is admitted, evolves. Evolving is also changing 
in a sense. Something is evolving. If there was absolutely no difference 
in any respect the “what” which in fact evolves would not evolve at all, 
for it would ever remain what it is. Yet there is something which does 
so remain. What so remains is the substance, stuff or material and the 
total amount of energy or Sakti (kinetic or static) working upon or in the 
substance. Thus if the complete cause be X and the complete effect Y 
then X=Y as regards the matter in them (Sakti as material cause) and 
as regards the energy in them (Sakti as efficient causc). But as there 
is change, and the effect is the cause in some way modified, there is some- 
thing in respect of which cause and effect in appearance differ, though 
as regards substance and energy they are the same. This is the collo- 
cation or distribution of the matter! in it and the collocation or composition 
or diagram of the forces in it. It is these which constitute what is called 
in Maya-vada Vedanta “Name and Form”.2 From the standpoint of 
this Vedantic school, Name and Form, as changing things, are Asaé, that 
is, the contrary of constant and permanent. Their Stuff and Energy 
are Sat as relatively (that is in the world) constant and permanent. If 
reality be determined by the possession of these characteristics then (accor- 
ding to this definition) the Name and Form are unrcal and Substance- 
Energy are real. Hence X=Y. 

The analysis of effect above given applies not only to matcrial but 
to vital? and psychic effects. An analysis of the Cause gives us the 
same scheme. 

From the Indian philosophic standpoint the view taken is that the 
subsequent total attitude of the universe is. the unfolding or evolution 
(as regards the types: at least) of the antecedent total attitude of the 


u“ n i nslated, non-persistent and 

not unreal”’, whercas the Earth, i.e., the ; 2 One: ; 
Th `; z : sup: relativel ersistent. 
© degree of SAn a thing possesses is its Sat. Satis that ey Apc and for 


3 Pranie t which is Sat for a time and becomes Asat at some time. 

OR in Amenal effect say anger: 
=force o redisp iti 

The form (Vidista-ritpa) Eee 

in the abstract but 


time) and the form of the Samskiras "3 x u 
represents that anger as an rie sal peices i jibes Particular arrangement of them which 


5 These generals or universals called Par, 

a form of pure bei Satta) the comes a in the chain of Causation. These types are 
Being pondence of which in the rati is th 

power to form and hold generals. But in this latter world ‘the parcels ren e 
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universe. Putting aside for the moment the question of Types and thcir 
variations, that is whether there is any real variation at all, cause and 
effect are equal also not only as regards substance-energy but as to the 
collocation and distribution of matter and force. In what way? If 
we imagine an evolving “what” as a solitary something evolving without 
external influence or environment, the general scheme of collocation 
or distribution may be the same in both! but it cannot be said that the 
actual collocation or distribution of matter and force in the cause is the 
same in the effect. Ifit were there would be no change. But evolution 
means change. From this it follows that the matter and force are re- 
distributing themselves without however giving up the general scheme 
of distribution. As regards such redistribution there is a difference that is 
as regards particular forms.2 Hence while basic matter-form (for the 
two may be regarded as one) together with their typical arrangements 
also persists, the actual form does not. If we take? persistence as the 
mark of the Real and the Real to be only that which does so persist, then 
we may eliminate the changing characteristics of name and form as unreal 
in which case again X=Y for the residue is constant. If however whilst 
we regard the ultimate Cause as the Ens Realissimum we give to change 
or non-persistence a relative reality of its own, then unity can only consist 
in the identity of the cause which remains the same as cause even when 
variously self-modified as effect. The Sakta view that a thing changes 
as regards appearance (collocation, ctc.) and yct docs not change, that 


is, persists as regards energy and substance can only equate X=Y by 


ignoring the difference in collocation or experience, and the reason why 
< and ` nd energy still differ as regards 


X and Y being identical in substance a 
experience. Not only the appearances of X and Y but also the rcason 
d. Without ignoring them we 


of the difference in appearance is ignore 
cannot equate X and Y. The identity is affirmed by reference to Reve- 


lation as direct spiritual experience y ithout attempt to effect explanation - 
in terms of reason. It is the inscrutable (Acintya) Power of God. Sam- 
kara is formally able to ignore them by defining his reality or Sat as that 
which persists so that from this standpoint, X=Y because the collocation 
of X and that of Y and their reasons do not persist and are therefore the 


contrary of Sat or Asat. 3 
] forms into a large one in the solution the scheme o: 
era Daas eena the same. ‘Thus the cubic shape docs not change 


a a 3 As the Advaita-Vedanta of Samkara docs. 
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Thus the pluralism of the first Standard deals with nine independent 
entities, their properties and relations. Of these, matter is moved not 
by any inherent Energy but by another independent force called Kala. 
The motion of one thing is communicated to another. All that is observed 
is this motion. Cause and effect are two things, and whether one stands 
to the other in the relation of cause and effect depends on its invariable 
unconditional, immediate, antecedence. Here we have the empirical 
notion of cause. The second Standard reduces these Realities to two 
only and introduces the notion of efficiency which is attributed to one 
of these namely Consciousness. The other, the Psycho-physical Principle, 
is inherently active and the cause of its movements is not to be sought 
outside itself. The relation of Cause and Effect is one of identity. Here 
we have the notion of causation as metaphysical efficiency. So also in 
Monistic Vedanta when viewed from the empirical standpoint: only 
here the efficient and matcrial cause are aspects of one Reality. Lastly, 
from the absolute standpoint there is no causation at all: the notion having 
empirical validity only. 
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POWER AS CONTINUITY 
( Sthiti-sakti ) 
1 


As the notion of Causality is based upon the more fundamental 
notion of Continuity, I propose to deal with the latter in this second part. 
In the present Scries as well as elsewhere, Experience, Consciousness, 
Akaga have in many places, been described as ‘Continuum’. Now, 
with regard to this, we have to satisfy ourselves, if we are to probe deeper 
into the matter, that firstly, the idea of Continuity is a fundamental and 
concrete idea (as distinguished from a mere mental abstraction); secondly, 
the idca is grounded in fact, or in other words, the Continuum really 
exists and is not only fabricated by the mind; thirdly, the idea as well as 
the reality of Continuity manifests itself in thought and in the world 
order in a variety of forms of which Causality is one. Our problem 
reduces itself therefore, in this second part, to three questions: (a) Is the 
idea of Continuity a native expression of the Given or Experience, or is 
it something constructed by imagination and superimposed upon the 
order of Experience ? In other words, Is it a datum of Experience or 
is it only a mental construct ? (b) Supposing that Experience involves 
this idea as its original presentation, the next query is: Does the Conti- 
nuum really exist? Is existence really continuous? While the first is 
an epistemological question, the second is a metaphysical question. The 
first enquires as to whether the idea is given in Experience, the second as 
to whether it is valid. (c) The next question is—In what forms does 
Continuity evolve in thought and in reality ? Prima facie, the ideas of 
Uniformity and Causality amongst others seem to be forms of the idea 
of Continuity; are they so ? So also, Consciousness, Time and Space 
amongst others seem to be actual forms of Continuity; are they s0 ? 
Besides these three theoretical queries, we may have a practical one, vèz., 


(d) The Continuum, 
exist, often seems to be veile 
how can we realise what has thus been 


though it may be given in Experience and really 
d in the representation of Experience; now 
veiled ? In other words, How 
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can we live in consciousness the Whole and the Perfect (Akhanda and Pirna) 
which we perhaps really are ? 
2 
The first question then is: Is Experience continuous or discontinuous ? 
In seeking to answer this question we must avoid on one hand the mistake 
of Sensationist Philosophy, and on the other, the illusion of “common 
sense”. The former is committed to the view that our perception can 
only give us “points of sensation” or the “manifold” of experience which 
are always discrete. Our mental life is thus a “series” of impressions 
and ideas (to adopt Hume’s classification) which do not constitute a con- 
tinuous flow or “stream” (as supposed by William James and others) of 
experience. The idea of continuity in Time and in Space is a mental 
construct—and may be an illusion like the notion of an objective causal 
nexus. Our sense-experience gives us “facts” which are discrete, dis- 
continuous, finite, particular. This psychology of Hume, Mill, Bain 
and others, and taken up by many physicist philosphers, which would 
seek to explain the phenomena of experience by the association of atoms 
of sensation, involves a fundamental mistake. Experience is never built 
up in that way. Experience never begins with, and never is atoms, or 
points of sensation. It always is a continuum, a universe. As such it 
is the Given, the Fact.1. The discrete points of sensation are obtained 
by dissociation, analysis, veiling or ignorance of the Whole.? The whole 
is always an undefined and undefinable universe of sounds, sights, smells, 
touches, tastes, organic sensations, ideas, feelings, hopes, fears, likes, 
Haia desires, etc. These constitute a seamless alogical mass. The 
elements” surprise one another, are discriminated from one another, 
not in presentation but in representation, not in perception but in review. 
It is true that the distribution of attentive interest is not homogeneous 
M uniform over the whole field: that while some parts are on the apex 
cts ca psn ohen mie or Ieu nny on he slp 
ee the datacion eee m ie Se RED ORO as 
; what William James would call the “‘sub- 
stantive states” and the “states of transition”, the “warm and intimate” 
a ansition, the fringe, etc., constituting the 
TERIS. Professor P. N. Mukhyopadhyaya’s “Approaches to Truth” and “Patent 
2 Sce ante, Mind—Extensiveness. 
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slopes of the complete curve of presentation, which is accountable for 
the fantastic psychology of the sensationist philosophers reducing our 
mental life to isolated, disconnected ‘‘points” of sensation only.1 Mental 
life is never a manifold of discrete elements, a serics: it is always a continuuny. 
This continuum which is ever given is ignored for practical purposes, and 
only points of sensation which happen to serve some practical purpose 
or other are noted. The points or portions thus especially noted are 
regarded by us as constituting the whole experience of the given moment; 
the rest, though actually given, are ignored by us, and hence become 
veiled. When, for example, I am gazing at the star Sirius in a clear 
night, my whole experience is supposed to be concentrated for the time 
being at that particular star, while, really, my total experience at that 
time is a universe involving not only a more or less veiled presentation 
of many neighbouring stars, but of many imperfectly attended sounds, 
smells, touches, organic scnsations, ideas, memories, etc. Experience 
at that moment is a continuum, scamless, indefinable, alogical: it un- 
doubtedly involves many elements, but these are not yet logically dis- 
criminated as elements. This entire experience as given is the fact. But 
I am not ordinarily interested in the whole; I am interested in parts 
or segments. The parts I am especially interested in are especially attended 
to, and are emphasised: they constitute, so to say, the crests of the con- 
tinuous waves of presentation. The experiences which connect together 
the points of emphasis, the slopes and hollows which lic between the 
crests of the waves, happen not to be interesting, and they are practically 
ignored by us—not indeed in intuition, but in review, representation 
and description. We think as though the: pòints of emphasis were alone 
the whole of experience. This thought, as we have seen, 15 practically 
useful. Without preferential regard or distributive attention, life, as we 
ordinarily live it, would be impossible. : Hence the points of emphasis, 
the “crests” of the waves of presentation, may be called.Pragmatic Facts, 
and they are, as before explained, Fact-sections.? : SDs 
It will be observed, therefore, that the continuum 1s an inalienable 
datum of our life of experience—it is a fundamental posture, an original 
attitude of the Given. Itis not obtained by the putting together of origi- 
nally discrete factors by imagination; in other words, it is not a mental 
construct, a result of abstraction. 
ee as Aala - sait 
Be Ee cig of ths Nye Vai Eaton Wonde 
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Now, continuity has never been denied in India, except by some 
forms of Buddhistic thought. Continuity in its various forms will be 
studied in a later section, but here we may note threc forms of it. In 
the first place, there is the distinction between ontological continuity 
and epistemological continuity. The former is continuity pertaining 
to Reality, apart from, and independent of, experience. It raises this 
issuc: Is Reality or forms of Reality continuous, whether or not we ex- 
perience or think it as such? The latter is continuity pertaining to 
experience, and it raises the following two issues: (1) Is experience or 
forms of experience actually continuous ? (2) Has our life of experience 
a basis or ground which is continuous, though conscious experience in 
itself may not be so? Keeping these two issues apart, therefore, we 
may have, in the second place, another distinction, viz., that between 
psychological continuity and epistemological continuity. The former 
relates to experience as it is actually felt or intuited, the latter to what 
may be implied in experience, either as its basis or as its condition. Now, 
keeping in mind these distinctions, we may note that the First Standard 
or Nyaya-Vaisesika apparently does not recognise psychological continuity, 
but it clearly and definitely recognises the two other forms of it. As 
regards ontological continuity, four of the fundamental Substances (Dravyas) 


postulated by the First Standard are not only continuous, but infinitely - 


continuous, which is the meaning of the term Vibhu. Each of the four 
entities, Akasa, Kala, Dik and Atman, is Vibhu. We need not discuss here 
the first three continuities, but refer only to the last. Atman, which accor- 
ding to the First Standard is the basis or ground (dsraya) of experience, 
is an infinitely continuous substance. Though experiences themselves 
are discrete and transient, the spiritual ground in which they inhere is a 
continuum. The fundamental basis or ground of experience always is 
and everywhere is. A given expericnce has pragabhava (i.e., non-existence 
before actual appearance or presentation), and dhuamsabhava (i.e.,; non- 
existence at the third moment from its origination); but the Subject 
whose experience it is and wherein it inheres remains as a “permanent 
possibility” (to use the words of J. S. Mill). This permanent possibility 
of experience is always and everywhere. This conception of an eternal 
and all-pervasive continuum as the spiritual basis of experience is remark- 
able, and is characteristic of orthodox Hindu thought. According to 


à : Vedas, the Spirit, whatever 
its fundamental nature be, is an infinite plenum, akin to the Æther of 
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Science, though purer and more perfect (as we shall see), whose indivi- 
duality arises chiefly if not solely, from the circumstance of its being, 
associated with different Minds, Sensoria, ctc., just as according to Science, 
the individuality of the physical atoms or corpuscles arises from the cir- 
cumstance of the sea of ether being subjected in different places to different 
forms of stress and strain. 

How for instance does, according to Science, the difference between. 
an atom of Oxygen and an atom of Nitrogen arise ? Both are believed 
to be made up of and grounded in, the same continuous stuff—ether. 
But while O is a relatively stable stress-and-strain centre of a certain type 
in, and of, ether, N is a stress-and-strain centre of a different type. Owing 
to the difference in the disposition of Sakti (Power) in them, their properties 
apparently differ... But two points, brought into relief by recent Science, 
are worthy of note. First, that assuming electricity to be, from the physical 
point of view, the fundamental mode of substance-energy (it is not a 
mere form of energy to-day), we are enabled to say not only that it exists 
where it appears to exist (as “free” electrons), but it exists, in a relatively 
static condition, even where it does not appear to exist, i.¢., in the so-called 
“neutral” atoms of O, N, etc. (as “bound” electrons).2 The basis of 
substance-energy in Matter (whether as Ether or as Electricity which is 
by some believed to be a condition of Ether) is thus ubiquitous. Second, 
as a corollary to the above we have this that in spite of all the difference 
between O and N and the rest, a slow process of evolutionary transmutation 
is noticeable in the material world by reason of which O, N and the rest 


hanging and evolving, though this universal process (symbolised by the 
Vedi eat cially noticeable in what 


This universal radio-activity 


Now, this fundamental unity as rē; : l 
in the material world will serve not only as an analogy but an illustration 


of the fundamental unity in ae 
Spirit are o a higher plane, and on a more CO: ee 
Ether and Electricity are, according to Science, on a lowes p a 
on a comparatively restricted scale. In other words, as we ee oy 
sec, Life, Mind and Spirit are the ascending orders of a series ot com 


1 See ante, Matter. > 
2 See Ibid. 3 Ibid. 
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of which Ether and Electricity are comparatively lower orders. The 
Atman as Spirit is thus the Perfect Ether—Ether in the limit. Ultimately 
it is, as the Vedanta says, the Cidakasa. The Chandogya Upanisad 
makes it jyayan (the highest) and pardyapa (the ultimate ground). It 
is the Immensc—Brahman. It, therefore, underlies, and manifests as, 
Time, Space, Life, Cosmic Mind, Physical Ether, and in fact, as all other 
continua. It is its pervasive presence which makes anything appear 
as a continuum. To withdraw it is to withdraw the basis of continuity— 
nay, the basis of existence. This spiritual basis of coutinuity and existence 
in its pure forms (viz., as Cit) will be studied in the next following 
section, but here we may note the point which is especially pertinent to 
the present discussion. It is this: All the three standards of Hindu Philo- 
sophy definitely recognise this spiritual basis of continuity, though its 
nature is seen with increasing purity and clearness as we gradually mount 
up from the First to the Third Standard. 

It is thus remarkable that even the First Standard which, generally 
speaking, reviews the world from a commonsense and pragmatic stand- 
point, makes the spiritual basis of experience (Atman) vibhu, i.e., a limitless 
continuum. It thus makes Atman similar to what Ether is to Science. 
As in Science the basis of Matter and he possibility of its physical or 
concrete manifestation is given everywhere, so according to the First 
Standard, the basis and possibility of experience is given everywhere. 
Far from making the Atman, as some of the Cartesian philosophers did, 
the special proprium of man, Hindu thought, in all its stages, recognises 
it, as latent or patent, in all things and in all places. But then, as we 
have pointed out, the standpoint of the First Standard is pragmatic and 
we accordingly find it stopping short of the last limit to which the theory 
of continuity can be consistently pushed. The First Standard is, generally 
speaking, the first approximation, the first approach to Truth. We havc, 
therefore, the following limitations or reservations left with regard to 
Atman or the spiritual basis of experience. (1) Though vibhu, it is limited 
ay the independent existence of other vibhus (or infinite continua), viZ- 
meee ee eu (opgh in some branches of Neo-Logic there have 
Poramdtman). (2) E ER to a common denominator which is Jsvara or 
Atman (somewhat like an ae a S acpendent caencs of E Chif 
by its own plurali aa aE Tribua) (3) Tt is limited 
as regard: E . ty, that 15, by the fact that Spirits are many. (4) And 

5 unctioning, it is limited by the circumstance of its having to 
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depend upon inner and outer instruments (antarindrya and bāhyendrya) 
and objective material in order to rise to a life of conscious: experience.! 
Hence though it is the basis and possibility of experience, it has to depend 
upon the co-operation of other factors for the purpose of getting actual, 
conscious experience. It is only the Supreme Spirit whose knowledge 
(jiana), ctc., is nitya (permanent). All these limitations or reservations 
are made, as we shall see in the volume on Cit, on pragmatic considerations, 
as approximations or approaches to Truth. Closer approximations 
or nearer approaches are made by the two higher Standards, until at last 
in supreme experience the Fact is recognised as the Parra (Whole) itself 
of which the Sruti paradoxically says: Even if Parna be substracted from 
Pirna, Pirna remains. 

Reverting, however, to the classification of continuity given before, 
we now see that the First Standard definitely recognises both ontological 
continuity and epistemological continuity. It recognises the latter in- 
asmuch as, according to it, the spiritual basis of experience (i.e., what is 
presupposed and implicd in experience) is vibku. But on account of the 
working of the atomic Mind, Sensoria, samskdras, etc., the actual experi- 
ences arc, from the pragmatic standpoint of this standard discrete, transient, 
serial, and not continuous.? There is thus no psychological continuity. 

Thus whilst the continuity of the spiritual basis of experience may 
be guaranteed by the experience of the Seers (Revelation), or may be 
inferred from the data given in our own experience, the First Standard 
is not prepared to say that our conscious experience itself directly gives us 


sufficient warrant for believing in such continuity. In actual feeling; 


we have a manifold, a series only, as the older generation of Empiricists 
ension, no intuition, of con- 


would say. There is no immediate apprehi € ; 
tinuity in our mental life. This, however, is, according to our showing, 
ignorance or veiling of the Given — the Fact. Such ignorance is practi- 
cally yseful : hence, commonly, we all thus ignore, sclect and emphasise. 
The Second Standard rends this veil of ignorance. It shows that the 
spiritual basis of experience and consciousness of which expetiences are 
modes are not two, but one. In. other words, consciousness Or Git 
itself is the spiritual basis of experience. If therefore that basis be 
continuous we must have an immediate feeling or SNA of i 
That i intuition may be, for practical reasons, | 
our ee oF al life, but it can never be altogether effaced, since 
ER 2 Ibid. 


1 Sce Reality and Mind. 
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the very essence of the life of experience is consciousness. Particular 
experiences may cast their “reflections” on Purusa (or Cit), just as fleeting 
clouds may cast their shadows on the surface of a lake; but as in the 
one case, so in the other, the “reflections,” though themselves varied, 
discrete and fleeting, do not make that which supports or reflects them 
(i.e., Cit) itself so. Purusa indeed owns those reflections, and they appear 
also as his own; but really he abides undiminished and unconditioned, 
while they come and go. It is the recognition of this felt or psychological 
continuity over and above the two other forms of continuity which makes 
Samkhya-yoga a standard of closer approximation than WNyaya-Vaisesika. 
But even this view is, as we have seen in the preceding sections circumscri- 
bed by pragmatic considerations. The continuity of the Spirit is still 
limited, firstly, by the fact that the number is plural, and secondly, by 
the fact that there is maintained a material or objective Principle of ex- 
perience independent of Consciousness, which is Prakrti. According to 
our nomenclature, therefore, the Samkhyan Purusa like the Vaiéesika 
Atman is still a Fact-section, a Pragmatic Fact. 

The Fact is not reached till we come to the Vedantic idea Brahman 
—the Immense and Whole in which everything is grounded and out 
of which everything is evolved. And what is this Immense, this Whole ? 
It is Experience when we take it without ignorance, and therefore, without 
any limitations or reservations. It is the recognition of what we are, 
and can never cease to be, except through ignorance or veiling of our 
complete Bcing.! It is certainly alogical being, the uncircumscribed 
intuition of life; but at the first effort of analysis, it presents two aspects 
to our thought viz., a quiescent or static Being-aspect and a stressing 
or dynamic Becoming-aspect: the aspect of Cit or Consciousness as the 
ground and manifester, and the aspect of Sakti or Power of Consciousness 
to ignore, veil, circumscribe and variously evolve itself. In the Sakta 
view, the former is Siva and the latter is Sakti, and they are in reality 
one, or rather, the Fact which they compose is an alogical Whole which 
in its perfectness is not expressible in terms of any logical category. This 
Whole is the perfection, “limit” and basis of all our continua, Time, 
Space, Ether, and so forth. And whatever may be said of Time, Space, 
etc., this alogical Whole is no theory; it is the Fact. 


1 « A 
is ARIE ie to Truth” and “Patent Wonder” where the Doctrine of Fact 
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The well-known Eko’ham bahu syām prarayeya which describes the 
creative ideation of Brahman, clearly involves this idea of the Power of 
Consciousness or Consciousness as Power to evolve as the infinitely varied 
world of experience. The fundamental condition of undefined, un- 
circumscribed and therefore, alogical Being-experience is one of wonder! 
and almost one of awe.2 In the Rg-veda itself the Fact is spoken of in 
many places as Aditi (lit. that which is not segmented; therefore, the 
Entire, the Whole). She is the mother of the gods, and particularly of 
Dyauh and Prthivi (loosely translated as Heaven and Earth). As Aditi 
means the Entire, the Whole, so Diti means the section, the part. In 
the Rg-veda itself we have unmistakcable evidence (as we shall see) to 
show that in the intuition of the Vedic scers Aditi was no other than what 
we have known as the Fact, so that Diti, her opposite, is the Fact-section. 
The former is the Fact accepted and manifested; the latter is the Fact 
ignored and veiled. 

Aditi, therefore, is the vedic equivalent of what we have so long been 
speaking of as the continuum in the limit of Perfect Continuum. In 
Chandogya-Brahmana it is Akéfa, jyayan and pardyanam. In many of 
the Upanisads it appears as Brahman or Atman; somctimes as Praga. In 
the Rg-veda itself, Indra, Varuna, Soma, Agni, Visvakarma, ctc., are 
apparently dealt with as separate Devatis, but looking narrowly. into 
the matter one cannot fail to perceive that bencath all this appearance 
of multiplicity, there runs not only a connecting thread of harmony and 
kinship, but onc of unity. In other words, viewed from the deeper stand- 
point, the vedic gods certainly present the aspect of a unitary system. 
Indra, Soma, Agni and the rest each, in the ultimate sense, means the 
Perfect Continuum which is also Perfect Experience. It is not fair to 
say that such meaning or such metaphysics can possibly be read into the 
Vedas by us (and ‘were in fact read into them by Sayana and other com- 
mentators in many places), but that probably the vedic seers themselves 
had little or no suspicion of that meaning or that metaphysics; and that 
their minds had hardly yet been clevated above the level of natural ani- 
mism, spiritism, etc., which represents the infancy of the human mind 
in every age and country. 

1 i ita (Agcaryavat ti kagcidenam, ctc). EA 

2 EEE i thelist unity or singleness is spoken of as if it 
were an experience of fear. The idea is—the Primordial One multiplies itself because 


it seems as if it were afraid of its own singleness. 
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To the penetrating and discerning eye, the vedic litcrature offers 
three stages or planes of interpretation, and these planes of understanding 
and interpretation were, as we shall see in another volume of the present 
Series, not foreign to the minds of the vedic Rsis. In other words, there 
is ample intcrnal evidence in the vedic literature itself to warrant thc 
hypothesis that such lines of interpretation, instead of bcing later inter- 
polations, were actually known and pursued by those who were first 
responsible for the vedic hymns. It is true that in the Samhita portion 
of the Vedas, these lines are not clearly indicated, and that for a clear 
differentiation of these lines one must look into such Upanisads as the 
Brhadaranyaka, Chandogya, ctc., which mark the natural disengagement 
of thought from the ritualistic side of the vedas (Karmakapda), and its 
rise to the philosophy of life and its values and thcir realisation (Jiana- 
kānda). But though not very clearly set forth, these lines or planes are 
unmistakeably given in the Vedas—as progressively higher standpoints 
of understanding, realising, and representing the subject-matter. Thesc 
standpoints which as we have said, are definitely adopted in the Upanisads 
(in such matters as the Udgitha, Yajita, etc.,) appear also to be adopted, 
though not quite so explicitly, in the Samhita portion of the Vedas, in the 
understanding and representation of such matters as the nature of Indra, 
Aditi, Soma, Agni, Yajiia, etc. The standpoints are: Adhydimika, Adhi- 
deivika and Adhibhautika. The first interprets in terms of Experience or 
Consciousness; the second interprets in terms of forms of Consciousness- 
Power (Cit-Sakti) objectively treated; the third interprets in terms of 
objective things in which Cit is apparently veiled. The first is psychologi- 
cal; the second is psycho-physical; and the last is physical. The first 
gives us Catfanya: the second a Devatd; the third what appears to us a jada. 

Now, Aditi, Indra, Agni, Soma, etc., have all been thought of and 
represented on these three lincs. Aditi, for example, is according to the 
first standpoint, Perfect and seamless Experience which we have called 
the Fact. There is intrinsic evidence in the Vedas themselves to show 
that Aditi was actually so thought of by the Rsis.1 According to the 
second standpoint, she is the primordial manifestation of Cit-Sakti as 
Mother-Power in whose womb all forms of Cit-Sokti (called Devatis) 
are born.2 In the evolution of the world, the manifestation of the forms 


1 For a full discussion of the subj a 
on Veda and Vijñāna (in Bengali) sce Professor P, N. Mukhyopidhyaya’s Lectures 


The matter is dealt with in Mahamaya, post. 
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of Cit-Sakti (i.e., forms of Consciousness working as agents) constitutc 
an hierarchy of genera and species, of which the highest order or summum 
genus is Aditi (thc undivided). She is therefore the most generic form 
of Cit-Sakti, as according to Mantra-Sastra, the mantra Om is the most 
generic form of sabda.! From the third or physical standpoint, she is a 
subtle, continuous plenum (roughly analogous to Ether) in which the 
physical universe “lives, moves and has its being”. In each case, be it 
observed, she stands for a continuum: as meaning that which is not divided, 
she represents the idea of continuity in cach case. In each case again 
she presents the Mother-aspect. In the first, she is the Mother-Expcrience 
or Fact out of which all particularised experiences or Fact-scctions arc 
elaborated. In the second, she is the Mother-Cit-Sakti or Devata which 
represents the original, conscious “vital impetus” which is the Root of 
all the Varied forms of conscious vital impetuses or urges in the world. 
Not only Dyauh and Prthivi, but Indra, Agni, Vayu and the rest are her 
progeny; each is a special form of Consciousness working as an impetus 
in the world; if we generalise these specific forms, or take their gencric 
character, we have the original or Mother-form which is Aditi, In the 
third, she is the Mother-stuff (call it Ether or Electricity or Protyle) in 
which the “atoms” and “elements” of Matter originate as strain-centres 
or centres of discontinuity. 
Not only Aditi, but Indra and the rest have been understood and 
represented in the Vedas on the three lines before explained. And what 
„is more important and more pertinent to our present purpose is this that 
each Devata has been dealt with specifically as well as gencrically from 
the three standpoints. Generically treated, each Devati=Aditi=the 
Continuum in the limit: the progeny are thus reabsorbed in the Mother- 
Power; the Fact-sections in the Fact.3 
These then are the cardinal principles of vedic (or śāstric) inter- 
pretation: (a) the subject-matter is dealt with according to the threc 
lines or on the three plancs before explained; (6) each matter is dealt 
with generically as well as specifically, so that the vedic treatment of 
it yields a scries in the ascending and descending order; and (c) the Vedas 
often take the superior “limit” of the series (caramotkarsa or paramotkarsa) 
and thus reduce the specifically different matters (such as Indra, Agni, 


~TSee The Garland of Letters. 
2 Sce the section Matter. 
3 See The Serpent Power for the Tantric Bhitta-Suddhi. 
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etc.) to fundamental identity. If, therefore, in our vedic (or Sastric) 
studies we lose these clucs, we shall soon find ourselves lost (as many 
orientalists have been) in a jungle where there is no track leading to a 


system; and which abounds with dangerous pitfalls of hopelessly obscure. 


paradoxes, difficult tangles and flagrant contradictions. In Rg-veda, 
X, 72, for cxample, we have the genesis of the Devatas. In that Saka, 
we have the following paradox: Prajapati Daksa is born of Aditi and 
Aditi is born of Prajapati Daksa. Aditi is thus the mother as well as the 
daughter of Prajapati. What can this mean ? Rg. I. 69. 1. (Pariprajatah, 
etc.), for example again, says that Agni, though hc is the son of the Devas, 
is also their father. What is this ? Rg. I. 95. 4. also spcaks of Agni in a 
similar strain : Agni, though son he be, has given birth to his mothers.! 
And there are similar paradoxes regarding Indra and the rest. The 
Rsis used to record their experiences in a species of shorthand which we 
cannot hope to be able to decipher unless we carefully follow the clucs 
above explained. We. need not here attempt an explanation of these 
and many other paradoxes,? but may simply observe this that Aditi who 
is represented as the mother of the Devas cannot obviously be taken in 
the same sense as Aditi who is the daughter. So about Agni, Indra 
and the rest. In the light of the principles before explained, it will be 
readily perceived that Aditi, Agni, ctc., are not conceived rigidly in the 
Vedas, but that each constitutes a series with a superior and an inferior 
limit spread over the three planes referred to before. Thus reviewed 
Aditi as Mother=Carama or Parama Aditi or Aditi (Continuum) in 
the superior limit=Indra=Agni taken in the supcrior limit.‘ In the 
superior limit all specific or divergent manifestations (whether as Caitanya, 
or as Devata or as Bhiita) converge and mect in fundamental, undivided 
unity which is the Fact. Aditi as daughter is obviously a lower conti- 
nuum or a continuum in the descending order of the continua-serics. 
Suppose now Aditi as Mother=the Perfect Continuum of Experience, 
the alogical Fact; Prajapati=Experience in which the Self has differen- 
tiated itself as the Subject and makes an object of that Experience, and 
wills to evolve that Experience into mutually distinguishable Fact-sections 
(the stage of the Prajapati is itself a Fact-section as compared with the 
Fundamental Given which is alogical); Aditi as daughter=cxpericnce 
evolved and conditioned as Ākāśa (or any other lower continuum) by the 


1 “Vatsah Matyi jana ata, etc.” 
2 Sce “Veda and Vijiana.” 
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creative volition of Prajapati. This is a solution of the paradox from 
the adhydtmika or psychological standpoint. And it can be justly claimed 
that this solution is not simply read into the Vedas by later commentators 
or by oursclves. 

Similarly, Agni, Indra, Vayu and others in their ultimate sense 
stand for the Perfect Continuum. And there can be little doubt that 
they were taken in their ultimate sensc (as well as in their relative senses) 
by the vedic Rsis. In many places; Agni stands for ordinary fire or heat, 
though with respect to this also many hymns assert that it is universally 
present, both as latent and as patent.!. There arc many epithets applied 
to Agni which are quite applicable to what is ordinarily sensed by us 
as fire or heat. There are other epithets which can be applicable only 
to something universally existent—latently even in water—which is 
indestructible2 and eternal. Some Rks make it unmeasured;} others 
make it immutable;4 others again make it great or a continuum.s It 
is true that in some Rks Agni is described as the son of Force or Energy, 
balas or Sakti; but there arc others which clearly identify Agni with 
Atman or Brahman;7 and there are a few which are understandable only 
if Agni be regarded as a form of Cit-Sakti, the epithets used being vidoan® 
vedhasah ctc. On the whole, if we carefully study Agni throughout 
the vedas, the conclusion. scems to be irresistible, viz., that the vedic Rsis 
realised Agni on all the three planes explained before and dealt with it 
generically as well as specifically—that is, as a continua-series with a 
superior and an inferior limit.. Ultimately, Agni like Aditi is treated 
as the Primary Root and Basis of all Becoming.'° 

The vedic cosmogony starts, as we have seen, with a continuum 
which is commonly described as a sort of cosmic fluid." Rg. X. 3. 8. 
asks: Where docs this Water begin ? Where is its middle ? And where 
is its end ? Evidently, therefore, it is a boundless plenum symbolised as 
Water, which again in later Sastric works appears as karapa-salila (the 
causal fluid). Rg. X. 82. 1. shows that what is first created by Visoakarma 
is a continuous cosmic substance not yet finitised into a granular structure. 
Rg. X..72. 6. definitely, though metaphorically, outlines the process by 


1 Rg. I. 68.1; I. 59; T. 95.4; I. 65. 5, etc. 
RE: ; ? T Rg. L 27. 11. 


2 Rg., I. 26. 9. 4 Rg I. 73. 2. 
SRe., I. 59; I. 68. 1, etc. 

6Re., 1. 45.9; I. 26. 10; I. 27.2. 7Rg., I. 18. 7. 
8 Rg. Rg., I. 72, 1, ctc. 10 Rg., X. 5. 7. 


X. 1.3. 
11 Rg., X. 82. 1; Rg-, X. 190, ete. 
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which granules or centres of strain appear in the continuous cosmic stuff. 
It tells us how the Devatās begin to Dance in the cosmic all-pervasive 
Water; and how grains or particles (symbolised as dust) are formed by 
the dance of the gods. This important vedic parable is traceable in some 
of the other so-called mythologies of the world, and it represents a funda- 
mental law of creative evolution. It shows the birth of centres of stress- 
and-strain in an otherwise placid and homogeneous cosmic substance; 
the birth of the “cosmic dust” from the “cosmic fluid”. Almost all 
philosophic systems and almost all physical theoires which have ever 
ventured into metaphysics have had to deal with this fundamental riddle, 
viz., how discontinuities first appear in the midst of continuity, hetero- 
geneity evolves out of homogeneity. Modern Physics too is faced with 
this riddle. If, for instance, we take the Ether of Physical Science as the 
approximate equivalent on the physical plane of what is spoken of in the 
vedic parable as the Mother Fluid, then physicists are called upon, sup- 
posing they care to go to the very root of the matter, to explain how the 
Prime Atoms or Electrons or Centres of Intrinsic strain appear in a con- 
tinuous Ether. And there appears to be a fundamental truth in the 
hypothesis of Lord Kelvin and others that, if Ether be something akin 
to a Perfect Fluid, vortex motion cannot be imparted to Ether in different 
centres except by a miracle, that is to say, by the action of an extra-physical 
agency.! Now, this extra-physical agency is, according to Indian con- 
ception, Cit-Sakti which, in various forms, appears in the vedas as the 
Devatas or gods. The dance of the gods, thercfore, means the action 
of the Forms of Cit-Sakti upon the primordial and continous cosmic stuff, 
by which action “dusts” appear meaning discontinuities or centres of 
strain (gyrostatic or otherwise). 

Practically the same truth is expressed in somewhat different terms 
by the Manu-samhita which opens with a cosmogony. Here too the 
Pataria cosmic substance is symbolised as Ap or water (which is pecu- 

arly apt to express a condition i inui j 
re ee pce Sr of mobile continuity). In this water 

This of course means two things : (1) fundamental action of Cit-Sakti 
upon the given Datum of cosmic Matter; (2) by that action the cosmic 
nates peers so to say impregnated, that is, informed with Cit-Sakti, 
instinct with nsciousness-Power. This is quite in consonance with 

1 Sec Matter 

2 Tasu Bijamavākşipat. 
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the Vedāntic doctrine that there is no evolution of Prakrli or Cosmic 
Matter except by and through the action of Cit as Power.! In the Tantras 
this is spoken of as the co-operation of Siva as Efficient Cause and Sakti 
as Material Cause in the creation of the world. By the action of Cit-Sakti 
the Mother Stuff (symbolised as pah or Waters) contains the seed, that 
is, potency of the Creator, and thus becomes the possibility of evolution 
as the world. This condition of potentiality or possibility is spoken of 
as the cosmic Egg or Ovum (Brahmanda). It should be noted in this 
connection that in the vedas themselves Agni is frequently described as 
being born in the womb of water and also as impregnating water—a 
symbol which on the physical planc means? the presence of Agni as Latent 
Heat in water (and not only in water but in all Bhitas—Sarva-bhitesu 
nigirhah), and the formation of rain-drops by Agni acting as clectric cor- 
puscles or Electrons as centres of condensation (a modern scientific truth 
founded upon experimental evidence and quite well-known to the vedic 
seers). On a higher planc, however, Agni means Cit-Sakti and Ap Maya- 
Sakti, and we have secn how the latter becomes instinct with the former, 
and how this is essential to creative evolution. 

The fact ultimately is experience, and we may observe that this 
vedic cosmogony scems to be well-grounded in experience as we actually 
have it. We have direct knowledge of causal efficiency when by a volition 
we set in motion matter in the motor centres of the brain. We as forms 
of Cit-Sakti do upon the matter in the brain what in the vedic parable 
the gods are supposed to have done upon the primordial cosmic stuff 
or Water. As Indra assisted by the Maruts is supposed in another familiar 
vedic parable to have released the cows shut up in the caves by Pani,‘ 
so every Centre of Consciousness (¢.g., I) releases by its activity power 
latent in matter. When again the Manusamhita speaks of the dicho- 
tomous division of the Cosmic Ovum, and says that the upper half becomes 
Dyauh while the lower becomes Prthvi, and the intervening space Antariksa, 
it draws upon a vedic source. Rg., X. 82. | tells us how Visva-karma 
first creates a continuum in which Dyaoa-Prithivi are still indistinguishable 
from cach other; then afterwards, they become separate and distinguish- 
able from each other. Dyava-Prthivi are crudely interpreted to mean 
Heaven and Earth respectively; but there seems to exist enough internal 
~TSce Vedanta, particularly the Sitras, Tksater-ndSabdam, and Recandnupapatterndnuma 
eet + Tasu Bijamavākşipat. 3 See “Veda and Vijiiana.” 

4 Rg., I. 6. 5 and X. 108. 
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evidence in the vedas themselves to show that they were not so crudcly 
understood by the seers, but that they, like every other matter, were under- 
stood in the three plancs we have explained before.! Dyava-Prthivi is 
the symbol or short-hand description for any condition of existence which 
has become polarised, that is, which presents two opposite poles (¢.g., 
the positive and negative poles in Electro-magnetics). The polarised 
substance may be immense (mahat) or small (anu). For example, when 
two unit charges of electricity of opposite kind (called corpuscles or clect- 
rons in Science, particularly the negative ones) dissociate from each other 
and create by their stresses a gap between them, we have the truth of the 
vedic parable about Dyava-Prthivi illustrated on the physical plane. The 
mutually associated condition of existence is a neutral condition—Dyauh 
and Prihivi rolled together into one, so to say. There is then no antariksa 
(inter-space) between them. They arc indistinguishable: there is no 
manifested polarity. For polarity to actually manifest itself, each must 
dissociate itsclf from the other. And unless poles manifest themselves, 
there is no manifestation of kinetic energy, and therefore no work done. 
Hence the dichotomy of Dyavd-Prihivi is essential to creative evolution. 
In the psychological planc, this means the polarity of Subject-Object, 
Aham-Idam, and our experience evolves precisely upon the appearance 
of this polarity.2 In the evolution of living beings too appearance of 
polarity (whether in the shape of sexes or not) seems tg be essential. This 
fundamental fact is symbolised by the parable of Dyaud-Prthivi. 

The Primary Basis of evolution (i.e. from and upon which evolution 
starts) is like the Primary Basis of our exeperience, alogical, indefinable, 
inscrutable. This is variously described in the vedas as Asal,> Rairi,* etc. 
The Manusamhita describes it as Tamobhiitam, and gives it such adjectives 
as aprajiiata (unknown), alaksapa (indefinable), apratarkya (inscrutable, 
unthinkable). This tamas, however, is not darkness; it is a condition 
of being of which though we may have intuition, we cannot have any 
thought, any logical judgment. The approximate equivalent of this 
in our mental life is susupli or dreamless slecp. Rg., X. 72. 3—4 speak 
of the birth of Diks or Dircctions. This is important as it shows that 
pe Ses ee from and out of which evolution proceeds, is 
S en ae condition of existence—one in which “lines? 

manifestation have not yet appeared. In the 

1 See “Veda and Vijitana.” 


2 Sec “Approaches to Truth”. 3 Rg., X. 72. 3-4. 4 Rg., X. 190. 
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Mantra-éastra, the undirected, massive condition of Power which precedes 
creative energising in definite directions, is called Wada.t 

To sum up: The Continuum has been understood in the vedas in 
what the Chandogya calls Parovariyan fashion; the result is that we have 
a series of continua, the superior limit of which is Cit, which is in the 
vedanta the Primary or Absolute Continuum (Atman or Brahman); what 
are pragmatically regarded by us as continua such as Ether, Air, Water 
and so forth, are only relatively so. It is important to bear in mind the 
distinction between Primary Aditi and Secondary Aditi, between Secon- 
dary Aditi and Tertiary Aditi, and so on. Otherwise the Sastra will 


‘appear, as it has in fact appeared to many, as a jungle in which there 


is no path. 
3 

In the preceding long section we have dealt with the meaning of 
continuity, its presentation in the Sastra (and particularly in the vedas), 
and its psychological basis. In the remaining few pages we shall attempt 
to give only a synopsis of the subject-matter which, as regards some points 
or aspects, has already been discussed in the preceding pages, and which, 
as regards other points or aspects, will be discussed in some of the forth- 
coming volumes. Now, we have seen that we have sufficient warrant 
for the idea of continuity in our normal experience which is a universe 
in fact, but is veiled or ignored, and thereby reduced, for pragmatic 
reasons. The veil makes us take things by their contraries. Thus what 
is in fact a boundless plenum is practically accepted by us as a tiny “fact” 
of experience, e.g., as a particular sound or colour, a particular feeling 
or idea. The real “Fact” is supposed by us to be an “abstraction” or a 
mental construct; while the pragmatic “fact-section” which in reality 
is abstract is taken as the “Fact”. Thus sensation appears to be more 
real and more original than perception. It is therefore necessary for us _ 
to be able to lift the veil in order to have a full and complete view of Ex- 
perience as it is. This is Vidya which is opposed to Avidya (ignorance). 
The lifting of the veil, and the consequent realisation of Experience as 
it is, is the work of Sadhana. Evidence of continuity, though not lacking 
in ordinary life, is thus supplied by Yoga. 

In what is called Kundalini-Yoga Laer there h effected a a 

ive absorption of all limited and discrete forms of experience (i.¢., 
Reason) iad the Primary Continuum which is Siva-Sakii united 

1See The Garland of Letters. e 
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together. It is the merging of the finite into the Infinite, of the Part 
into the Whole, of the measurable and thinkable into the Immeasurable 
and Unthinkable. This is the realisation of So’ham. Then again, starting 
from this, the limited forms of experience are progressively evolved and 
in the reverse order (as compared with the order of absorption).! Yoga 
establishes the continuity of experience (a) as regards: extensity, and 
(b) as regards protensity or duration. In Samadhi it reveals the Cidakasa 
which is Cit manifested as extensity. It also shows the continuity of 
mental life (the nexus between actual presentations and possible presenta- 
tions or Samskaras), by lighting up subliminal consciousness. It traces 
the complete and apparently infinite curve of mental life not only by 
showing how actual presentations persist in subtle forms when they sink 
below the threshold of consciousness, but also by tracing the curve out 
through previous cycles of birth.2 It therefore shows that there is no 
void in Cit, and interruption in the flow of experience. Further, it is 
able to show that the life-cycle of the world itself is continuous not only 
in this sense that it has no absolute beginning and end, but in this also 
that the cycle of the life-history of the world continually repeats itself, 
as regards the Types at least, if not as regards their detailed manifestation. 
This gives us continuity of the World Form, and of the Law of its evolution. 
4 

In the earlier section Matter the physical basis of Continuity has 
been discussed. There reference was made to the search after the limit 
of the Continua-series and after that of the Discontinua-series made in 
Science. Search in one direction has now brought us up to Ether, and 
in the other, down to the Electron. But as we have scen, neither the 
scientific Ether nor the Electron can be taken as the limiting position. 
Jt is just possible that the Science of to-morrow will push beyond both. 
But in any case the need of “points” of charge or centres of stress-and- 
strain, and of a continuous medium (whatever that turns out to be) some- 
how linking them up, will remain. Particular forms of Ethers and Charges 
may be given up as being not fundamental; but Ether as Continuum, 
and Charge as Point of stimulation must abide. All the three standards 
al Hindu Philosophy recognise this and retain both, though in different 
Tan aps First Standard has Akafa, Kala and Dik (over and above 

@) on the continua side, and Paramapus (as Points of stimulation) on 


1 See The Si 
2 See aiant 
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the other side. (2). In the Second, Pradhdna (Prakrti) and Mahat stand 
on the continua side, while by the action of the Centre-making Principle 
(Asmita), Tanmatras evolve out of the continua and work them out into 
discontinuities. (3) In the Third, Cit as the Primary Continuum pro- 
gressively finitises itself by its own Power, and discontinuities appear 
as the result of this veiling and limiting operation. The Mantra-Sastra 
contemplates the attitudes of Power as Wada and as Bindu. The Physical - 
Continua—Space, Ether and the rest—evolve out of this self-veiling and 
self-limiting and self-determining operation of Consciousness as Power. 
So do Cosmic Mind and Cosmic Life (i.e., Manas and Prapa as universal, 
pervading all existence as latent or as patent). 

As was pointed out under Matter, the tendency of modern Science 
is to treat the one-time constant mass of Matter as a function of Energy, 
so that the physical units of Matter (Atoms, Electrons, etc.), are no longer 
regarded as absolutely persistent. Continuity of Matter in that sense 
therefore no longer holds. Matter can be annihilated and also perhaps 
created. When annihilated it liberates an enormous quantity of stored 
up and “bound” (one could say, Kundalakyti) energy which is the essence 
of Matter; it is created when Sakti becomes in a given manner “bound” 
about a nucleus or centre. When again one kind of Matter (Hydrogen) 
changes into another kind (Helium), we see this transference of Mass 
into Energy illustrated. The First Standard, it is true, lays down the 
indestructibility of the Paramāņus, but the Second makes Prakrti alone 
indestructible into which Tanmdiyas and the rest may be reabsorbed as 
they are evolved out of her. The Derivatives too are persistent, if we 
take into consideration their patent as well as latent conditions. In the 
latent condition, each Derivative becomes assimilated into its immediate 
Root or Cause. The Third Standard asserts absolute continuity in its 
Cit working as Power (Sakti). 


We may briefly note also continuity in Life. Hindu thought has 
recognised the continuity of Life not in the crude sense in which Biogenesis 
holds the view that the germs of life have not been evolved by “non-living” 
matter, but in the deeper sense (now corroborated by the researches of 
Sir Jagadish Bose) that Life is latent in all being, since it is the one pri- 
mordial Cit-Substance which by its own Power appears as Mind, as Life 
and as Matter. “Ekām sad vipra bahudhā vadanti”—as the Veda says. 
In fact, the Upanisads study the Prana in the Parovariyan fashion, noticing 
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different strata. Prana may mean “breath”; it may mean “vital air” or “nerve 
energy”; it may mean Hiranyagarbha or Cosmic Life and Mind (i.e., the 
substratum and synthesis of all forms of life and mind in the universe); 
and finally it means Brahman or the Immense itself. The last underlies 
all existence, since it is and manifests as all existence. So that there is 
no “non-living” matter—nothing in which there is not life. Hindu 
thought maintains further (1) continuity of the Types (Ākrli), including 
the Types of living heing. These Types may be, however, cither latent 
or patent in a given age or locality. The Type Homo for example is 
persistent, though in a particular cycle of world-operations, it might 
have appeared as patent after certain geological strata had been formed 
and certain other anthropoid types had appeared. It maintains too 
(2) that the process of evolution (with reversions and retrogressions) of 
living beings is an infinite curve line without beginning and without end. 
This curve is Samsyli, and is traced out on the map of infinite Time and 
Space in accordance with the Law of Karma. It maintains also (3) con- 
tinuity in the life of the world in rhythm (creation and dissolution being 
compared to exhalation and inhalation of the Divine Mother—diastole 
and systole of the Cosmic Heart); in heredity; in‘tradition; and so on. 
On the whole we may say this: The world starting from a common 
Root has, or appears to have, three divergent (and yet parallel) manifesta- 
tions—as Artha (Object), Pratyaya (Thought) and Sabda (Name). Now, 
the Hindu position is this that each line is continuous, starting from the 
Origin and going back to the Origin again.! 
6 
Continuity may be regarded in different forms. Some have been 
discussed by us in a previous section. We propose another scheme here. 
In the first place, continuity may be of Substance or of Form, or of both. 
The substance of a Thing remains but its form varies; or its form remains 
but substance varies; or both the substance and form remain. Continu- 
ity of Substance may be of two kinds: continuity of stuff or Matter, and 
continuity of Energy. Continuity of Form may also be of two kinds: 
continuity of Types and continuity of Laws. 
: 7 
Now, Stuff or Matter in the universe appears in the four forms: Spirit, 
Mind, Life, Matter (Bhüta). We know eh the Highest Standard segura 


these four as essentially one. Hence the stuff of the world is continuous 
1Sce The Garland of Letters, 
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(a) as regards essence, and (b) as regards evolution and involution (from 
one to another).! In Nature there is no vacuum, no missing links. As 
regards Energy, it is maintained to be fundamentally Git-Sakti; and though 
therefore transformation and correlation of the various forms of Energy 
are allowed, Vedanta is not prepared to circumscribe Sakti itself which 
is immeasurable, so that we cannot say that its sum-total always remains 
constant. Conservation of Energy in that sense is therefore only approxi- 
mately and pragmatically truc2 It follows also that energy which is 
fundamentally of the same nature operates in different planes—spiritual, 
vital and physical. It may be there as Static and as Kinetic. Absolutely 
static form of Energy (the limit of quiescence) is CidakaSa which is Siva. 
What ordinarily passes for static or potential Energy is really subtle Kinetic 
Energy. The definition of the former as Energy of Position and that of 
the latter as Energy of Motion are only pragmatic definitions. Now, 
operative Energy may be pragmatically analysed with respect to two 
co-ordinates: Succession, Co-existence. The former again may be variable 
and conditional or invariable and unconditional. If invariable and 
unconditional, it makes Causation, or Causal Operation. Power as 
Kala moves things in succession; Power as Dik holds them in their relative 
positions; Power as Cause produces phenomenon. Whilst the First 
Standard makes the first two Powers separate entities (viz., Kala and Dik) 
and reduces causation to invariable and unconditional succession of one 
phenomenon upon another in which the former was non-existent (Praga- 
bhava), the Highest Standard, as we have seen, makes ultimately. Kāla = 
Dik=Consciousness as Power; and in both Samkhya and Vedanta, 
Cause=Effect (each completely considered), as regards substance and 
energy, the only difference being the configuration or collocation of subs- 
tance-energy in the latter which is not apparent in the former.) In 
Vedantic parlance, it is merely the difference of ama, and we might 
add, of apparent Rapa. 

AS regards Formal Continuity we have noticed two modes: the 
continuity of Types and continuity of Laws. The world is a cycle of 
operations which completes itself in a time which is technically called 
Kalpa. During the life-time of this cycle, Types and their variations 
down to mere particulars appear: Types of Artha, Pratyaya and Sabda. 


1 See Reality. ; 
2 Hence he stock of energy is not a closed curve; see the account in Matter. 


3 Scc Causality. 
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Now, it is a common position of Hindu thought that the cycle of operations 
in one Maha-Kalpa repeats itself, at least as regards the Types in another 
Maha-kalpa (hence it is called cycle), and that as a Pravaha or flow it is 
infinitely continuous (an@di and ananta). The question whether the parti- 
culars or details also reappear is a difficult one, and there scems to exist 
some ground for holding that the world-movement is spiraline (which 
combines upward motion with rotatory motion), instead of being merely 
rotatory with the result that there is progress in spite of the persistence 
and repetition of the Typal Forms. Types again may range from the 
summum genus to the infima species, in the three fields of Artha, Pratyaya 
and Sabda. Hence we have orders or Hierarchies. For example, on 
the cosmic plane we have the hierarchy of [’vara, Hiranyagarbha and Virat, 
and in ourselves that of Praja, Taijasa and Visva.! 

We need not refer in particular to Continuity of Laws, and the ques- 
tion whether they are invariable or variable; nor discuss here the epistc- 
mological relations of Continuity to other concepts such as Homogeneity, 
Sameness, Infinity and Uniformity. These relations will be dealt with 
in “Cit”. Here, however, we need only say a few words about certain 
forms of Continuity which will make its bearings somewhat clearer. In 
the first place, Continuity may beeither absolute (aikdntika) or relative 
(apeksika). The former is one which eliminates or is beyond all difference 
(bheda). Bheda may be of three kinds. (1) Svagata or intrinsic—as the 
difference between waves, eddies, etc., in a mass of water; it is that by 
which one part of a substance is discriminated from another. (2) Sajatiya 
is one by which one individual of a species ( ‘jati) is distinguished from 
another (eg., the difference between one man and another). (3) Vijātīya 
is one by which objects of different kinds are constituted as such (e.g., man 
and stone). Now, absolute continuity is free from these three kinds of 
difference. But this can be cither real or pragmatic. It is real when 
difference does not exist at all. It is pragmatic when difference, though 
perhaps existing, is veiled or ignored by us. Real absolute continuity 
is Pure Consciousness or Cidakdfa. Pragmatic continuity which as we 
cae So ue veiled difference, is instanced by Defa (Space), and Kala 
Sa Sac see ne ts difference between one position and direction 
Similarly, th other—between here and there, up and down, and so on. 

Y, there is difference between temporal determinations—between 


past and future, now and then, for example, But abstractly, Space and 
See The Garland of Letters, 
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Time are conceived by us as though they were homogencous, uniform 
and impartial. Such conceptual Space and Time are the veiled products 
of perceptual: Space and Time. On the other hand, relative continuity 
admits of difference of one or other of the three kinds. It is therefore 
unity-in-difference. Thus we speak of a continuous mass of water though 
waves, etc. on it may constitute real difference. Our mental life is con- 
tinuous (i.e., like a stream) though the facts are infinitely various. The 
colours of a rainbow or a spectrum are in this way continuous. Thus 
also is Space continuous: so Ether; so Time; so Life. Now, this relative 
continuity may also be real or pragmatic. The former is illustrated 
by ghatakasa (the Space bounded by a jar) and mathakasa (the Space 
bounded by a temple). Here there is real (though not absolute) continu- 
ity, but this is veiled on account of certain practical determinations, viz., 
those constituted by the jar and the temple. Pragmatic relative con- 
tinuity is one in which real difference is ignored for practical purposes, 
and objects are thought of as being continuous. e.g., the air we breathe: 
it is a mixture of different gases; and the particles of different gases have 
also their interspaces filled by a different substance. All our lower con- 
tinua are thus pragmatic. What, for example, is the position of Akasa? 
From one standpoint, it is pragmatic or veiled continuity, viz., from the 
absolute standpoint of Cidakafa: there are real intrinsic differences in 
Akasa (whether as actual or as potential). Similar is the position of the 
Samkhyan Prakrti. From another standpoint, however, Akdfa is real 
continuity, viZ., with respect to other “continua” which are inferior to it. 
If we rigidly define “real” as that upon which no “veil” has operated 
to any extent then, the “Fact” alonc is real and all ‘‘Fact-sections” (Akasas 
Kala and the rest) are pragmatic. Thus rigidly defined, no relative con- 
tinuity can be real continuity: relative and real become contradictories 
of each other. 

Then, again, continuity may be cither statical or dynamical. The 
former is continuity of Being (satta) ; the latter is continuity of Becoming 
(parinati). Such analysis of Fact into Being and Becoming, Consciousness 
and Stress, Siva and Sakti, is however, pragmatic. Adopting such analysis, 
Absolute Real Statical Continuity is Cidakasa or Siva; and Absolute Real 
Dynamical Continuity is Cit as Power or Sakti. Cit as Being and Git as 
Power-to-become is real and is absolutely continuous. Ci is never minus 
Sakti, and Sakti is never minus Cit. The Power manifests Itself in infinite 
variety and such manifestation is generally cyclic; but Power as Power suffers 
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no change. It is the identical Power to cvolve as the varied world-order: 
Power as such never becomes other than Itself —in this sense the Devi 
is nițyā and vayaya, In the evolution of the 36 Tattvas (see Sakti and Sākta 
and The Garland of Letters), Power never really becomes other than the 
Holder of Power, and never other than Itself. The symbol of Cinnamasta 
(a Form of the Devi which shows her cutting off her own head and drinking 
the hot blood sprouting out of the severed trunk) is a symbol of the creative 
process, but it is not a symbol of self-destruction which feat even Power 
Itself must be incapable of achieving. 

Identity, Sameness, Homogeneity are modes of the idea of Continuity: 
they together with the last form one family of categories. We shall not 
study them here. Each, we may note however, may be classified on the 
lines of Continuity. In what sense, for example, can Self and the Supreme 
Self be identified with each other? Tvam with Tat? It is absolute real 
(though ordinarily veiled) identity, according to Pure Advaitism (the 
realisation being So’ham or Sa’ham). It is relative and pragmatic identity 
according to Visistadvaitism and the various forms of Dvaitism: Man 
is only the image of God; His part; and so on: there is real difference 
between Self and Supreme Reality (or Fact) which persists, even when 
the former is without its veil. The Tantra, as a sadhana Sastra, leads 
to the realisation of So’ham or even beyond (i.e., the transcendental, alogical 
state beyond the polarity of Tat and Tvam), but in the discipline it provides: 
there is, to begin with, practical recognition of duality. 

The Substance-Energy of the cosmic order being fundamentally 
the same, we cannot have absolutely one set of laws for Matter, another 
set for Life, and so on; all must be ultimately governed, in so far as they 
are governed, by one fundamental Law or set of Laws. 


8 
Another point should be finally noticed: 
It 18 not enough in Philosophy to know continuity; by Sadhana we 
must realise it. As realised it is Amrtatva—Blissful Deathlessness. ‘There 
ae F PERY: leading to Amrtatva—through Science, through 
; u osophy; and through Sadh ise So’ 
or Sham (He or She am I), E aaa mate 
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PREFACE 


The English reader is recommended to have recourse to the author’s 
other published books for a better understanding of the present volume. 
Its subject is an exposition of some aspects only of the Indian doctrine 
of “World as Power” (Saktivada), as also a comparison between this 
and the better known Vedanta system called Mayavada. Both systems 
speak of Maya, but understand the term differently as explained in the 
first and following Chapters. Consequences of prime importance follow 
therefrom. 

All the known ancient religions of the world including those of what 
are called “lower culture” have believed in a universal fund of Power 
which cannot be defined and circumscribed. All imply a universal, in- 
definable, all-pervading Power, not necessarily in itself “personal,” but 
of which personality is an expression. So Dr. Carpenter (Comparative 
Religion, p. 81) speaking of the concept Orenda “of the North American 
Indians” says that it expresses an incalculable Energy manifesting in and. 
as the sun, moon, and stars, waters, plants and animals, and all other 
objects of nature, breathing in the winds and heard in the thunder. This 
belicf commonly called Animism is a crude form of the doctrine of an 
Anima Mundi held by some of the greatest thinkers. It is the universal 
background of the doctrine of Power on which ancient faiths, higher 
or lower, have rested and out of which they have evolved. When. all 
such faiths and conceptions are reduced to a common denominator, wc 
find a doctrine of Cosmic Power itself unmeasured and undefined, but 
which “measures” out (the root meaning of Maya), or makes finite forms 
in the formless infinite which together (form and formlessness) constitute 
one alogical Whole (Para). That Power was called the Magna Mater 
in thé antique West, and in India is named Méya when it finitizes and 
Mahamaya when it liberates from the finite. The finite is conditioned 
Being, and that is the universe or Samsara. Nirodpa 3s Being unconditioned. 
The two are at base one, since the finite beings spring from the infinite 
and re-enter it, the latter yet remaining unaffected. 


The “World as Power” doctrine has grown from simple origins to 
which expression is given in sexual imagery. It, like all else, has been 
sublimated by the Vedanta of which as Srividya it is a form. Sex is here 
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_ both the symbol and sensuous manifestation of a fundamental dichotomy 
or diremption evolving in Consciousness and of a fundamental polarity 
appearing in its Power. It is with the doctrine thus philosophically deve- 
loped that we deal. 

In this exposition of Consciousness-Power (Saktivada) reference is- 
made to western philosophy and science. To anticipate criticism it may 
be said at once that it is not intended by the authors to assert that all the 
conclusions of such science and philosophy here mentioned were in the 
mind of the Indian sages. What is affirmed is that much of modern Western 
Scientific teaching is consonant with and follows logically from the princi- 
ples laid down in Indian Scriptures dealing with Power or Sakti. These 
general principles implicitly contain more than the Indian texts explicitly 
state. Nothing, however, is here said which is not warranted by these 
texts and general Indian beliefs. Western philosophy and science may 
therefore be used to illustrate the Indian Principles and their applicability 
to many problems both ancient and modern. They do so illustrate precisely 
because the principles implicitly contain the scientific and metaphysical 
conclusions which are here found in them. This might seem to be too 
obvious for statement were it not our experience that mention of Western 
doctrine made by modern exponents of Indian Scriptures, frequently 
leads to the charge that an attempt has been made to read somcthing 
into such Scriptures which is not there. On occasions this “something” 
is to be found expressly stated. In other cases it is the legitimate deduction 
from first principles which these scriptures do affirm. Whether the Vedanta 
in this or any other form, or for the matter of that, Western Science, shifting 
its position from time to time, are in all respects or at all true is another 
question. This book is written according to Indian practice from the 
point of view of an adherent of the system of the World as Power. Its 
object, whatever be its effect, is not to prove the truth of this or any other 
system but to give an exposition of Consciousness as conceived in the 
doctrine of Power (Sakti) hitherto little known system —and in 
such exposition to show that it is not a mere fossil in a museum of antique 
thought, but has practical utility to-day. It offers to Western philosophy 
a new conception of Consciousness and Mind, and brings to the contro- 
versies within the Vedantic schools a profoundly conceived contribution, 
in its theory of Power and in its doctrine of the unity of conditioned and 
page Being, of the state of worldly experience which is Samsara 

o t superworldly experience which is Moksa. 

Oxford 


; J. W. 
20th April, 1929 ik iev 
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INTRODUCTION 


As later and further explained, the Universe of Experience is said 
to be analysable into five aspects, namely, Being,! Consciousness,? Bliss,’ 
Name+ and Form.s These are called the Five Predicables.¢ For any 
object is, is known, is pleasant to some experiencer or another, in some 
relation or another, and has a Name and a Form or a defining set of qualities. 
Form is the defined object denoted by Name which is the idea of it expressed 
in word’ of which the thing spoken of is the meaning.* 

Of these five Predicables the first three are common to all object 
experiences. The last two terms, Name and Form, differ from object to 
object; the Name and Form of one are not those of another. 

All five Predicables taken together stand for the Reducible Real or 
World-Order,? that is, Being-Consciousness-Bliss appearing as Name 
and Form, or the psycho-physical Universe of limited Selves. The Universe 
as the psycho-physical is the Reducible Real because it derives from, and 
on dissolution is resolved into, the Irreducible Real as God. The Universe 
is thus imaged as the super-imposition of Name and Form on the basis 
of Being-Consciousness-Bliss. In the words of one of the Tantras the 
Lord paints the World-Picture on this basis with the “Brush? which is 
His Will and with which He as the great Artist, the Poet or Maker, ex- 
presses Himself to be well pleased. If we abstract Name and Form, the. 
three first Predicables, or Being-Consciousness-Bliss, stand for the Irredu- 
cible Real'© whether as the thinkable Supreme Self or God," or as the 
alogical Godhead. The Irreducible Real as Power to evolve as the 

1Sat. 3 d * 

1 Si eho SS 

4 Nama. 5 Ripa. 

s Asi Bhat, Pelee Garand of Eaten” 

3 Artha. See Ibid. 9 Vigvaripa-Brahman. 

10 Brahman-Svaripa. It is said; 


- Asti, Bhati, priyam, ripam, nama, chakam. 


chetyangsha pan 
pam, tato dvayam. 


Apara-Brahman, the logical Paramatma 
the alogical Paramatm. 
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Reducible Real and involve it again (Itself remaining unreduced) is the 
Reality-Whole or Pärna. It has an infinity of aspects of which ‘irreducible’ 
and ‘reducible’ are two, logically appreciated. 

Being is Consciousness and Consciousness is Bliss. The Selves! are 
pragmatically limited Being-Consciousness-Bliss. The Irreducible Real 
is Being-Consciousness-Bliss unlimited by Name and Form whether as 
Supreme Self or as alogical Godhead, and is thus free of all limitations 
which characterise its manifestation, the Reducible Real. “Unlimited 
by Name and Form” may mean, as later explained, two things: (1) ex- 
cluding Name and Form; and (2) exceeding Name and Form. The Pärna 
or Reality-Whole, logically appreciated, involves three aspects: (a) a 
universe limited by Name and Form: (b) Being-Consciousness-Bliss 
unlimited by Name and Form; and of this latter we have two forms in 
the two senses of the term “unlimited”. 

There is no non-being as such. By ‘nothing’ is meant nothing, that is, 
no psycho-physical name and form. Such appearances or concrete forms 
may be thought away, but not being as such. Is-ness is never negatived. 
‘Nothing’ then means only lack of form and name. These vary, but Being 
is everywhere and is always given, either as the alogical Real or God-head 
or as God, who is the highest logical construction placed upon the alogical, 
or as the limited beings or selves. Being is then both experience itself 
and the unalienable basis of all modes of experience. 

The term being, however, does not tell us what Being is, which is 
learnt from introspection. Man then becomes aware that he not only 
ts but that fo be is to be conscious, and function as such. For his being is 
indistinguishable from his consciousness. All forms or modes of conscious- 
ness may be thought away, but not consciousness as such, for it is the 
changeless basis of such modes. 

What is called ‘subconsciousness’ or ‘unconsciousness’ does not imply 
Being functioning apart from Consciousness as such, but (as later explained) 
apart from certain degrees and tones of consciousness which are prag- 
matically accepted as constituting consciousness. 

There is no equivalent in English or any other language for the 
Sanskrit term Cit. The nearest rendering of “Cit? is consciousness 
because it is revealed as the empirical conscious self. But the term is not 
altogether apt, because consciousness in the English sense of the term 


1 Jivätmā or Purusa, 
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requires an ‘I’, and a ‘This’, which is other than the self which has experi- 
ence of it. Consciousness as God or Supreme Self is a consciousness of the 
unity of ‘J’ and ‘This’, and alogical consciousness or God-head being 
above all dualitics, cannot be called a self. There is, however, no more 
appropriate term available. If we abstract from empirical consciousness 
all limitations, we have pure, that is, unlimited consciousness or Cit. As 
these limitations arise from the association of consciousness with mind 
and matter, we can say that pure consciousness is that which is dissociated 
from mind and matter and is mindless,! bodiless,2 consciousness. Em- 
pirical consciousness is that which is associated with a psycho-physical 
body and the consciousness of the individual center or finite self.3 

This (i.e., Pure Consciousness dissociated from Name and Form) 
is the special sense in which the term Cit is sometimes used in Vedanta. 
But Cit is also the Reality-Whole or Pirpa.t In this extended sense It 
is Consciousness functioning as Perfect Power to be and become a Universe 
of Name and Form. In this sense the World is Cit in essence, in power 
and in manifestation. 

Bliss is implied in Being-Consciouness. Wholeness and fullness as 
perfect Being-Consciousness, is perfect Bliss. As Sruti says‘ “the great 
and limitless is bliss not littleness and limitation.” Pleasure and pain 
indicate expansion and diminution of being respectively. Bliss proceeds 
from the expansion of conscious life towards freedom and fullness of being. 
The ultimate real is then that which cannot be conceived as other than 
Being-Consciousness-Bliss, or fullness be conceived as other than Being- 
Consciousness-Bliss. or fullness of being whith is the essence of all the 
existents which have the attributes of happiness and unhappiness according 
as, and to the degree that, essential Blissé is revealed or veiled. 

To the concept of Being-Consciousness-Bliss, we must add that of 
Power (Sakti). The former is Power-holder. Power and Power-holder 
are never separate from one another. Could Siva as motionless Being 
be bereft of His Power, he would be but a corpse (Sava). The two 
(Power-holder and Power) are as such one, though the transformations 
of Power are many. We speak of transformation or evolution, because 
Power and its holder is held to be both efficient and material cause of 


—— . 
1 Amanah. Unmani Bhava. 2 Videha. 3 Jivatma, Purusa. 


“See post, 5 Chhandogya-Up.; VII, 23. 
h 6 The Sanskrit term is “Ananda,” which like “Cit? is untranslatable. See post, 
owever, for explanation. 
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the world. Power as the material cause is thus transformed in, and as, 
its effects, though the cause remains what it was. The cause contains its 
effect, and the latter is the cause modified as effect. The rule is pragmati- 
cally different in the evolved universe, where it is said “milk when it 
becomes curd ceases to be milk”. 

It has been said that, strictly speaking, creation ((ex nihilo) is not 
taught by any system of Hinduism, each system presupposing some “po- 
tential matter” out of which the world is evolved in recurring cycles, 
from eternity to eternity, and that the essence of that “prime matter” 
and its dependence on spirit or spirits at whose call or presence it evolves, 
varies according to the different systems. By “potential matter” in this 
statement must be understood that which in itself is not matter, prime 
or otherwise, but is the cause of the becoming, amongst other things, of 
the material world. That cause is the Power of Consciousness which, 
as the individual Centre, establishes a dichotomy of self and not-self in 
itself, as the Consciousness-Whole. 

Moreover there is no first creation. The Universes come and go 
eternally. The present Universe, therefore, is not’ something entirely 
new, for it is the outcome of past worlds and their activities or karma. 
Not only “conscious” entities but all individual centres in the world have 
their Karma which is here conceived as essentially Play! out of Joy2— 
therefore, essentially free action, though pragmatically restricted. _ 

Man in his essence is the Atman or Being-Consciousness-Bliss,. and 
in and as his bodies, he is a Power of the Atman or Brahman. There is 
thus no impassable gulf between Divinity and Man, for he is already 
divine in his essence even though he may not have realised it. This Essence 
as Power works through mind and matter its forms, until that Supreme 
Experience which is the formless? Essence is reached. 

Reality may be regarded from three aspects. The Universe is the 
reducible real since it derives from, and on dissolution is resolved into, 
the Trreducible Real as God. God or the Lord (Isvara) or Divine Mother 
(Isvari) as the Hindus call Him and Her, is the reducible Real regarded 
as in relation to the Universe of which it is the Creator, Sustainer and 
Ruler. It is the Irreducible Real considered as Being-Consciousness-Bliss- 
Power, and reducible real considered with respect to its own self-limiting 
Forms (Time, Space, Causality) by which it manifests itself as the Creator, 

1 Lila. 2 Ananda. 

3 That is, beyond all limitations, 
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Sustainer and Ruler of the Universe. That aspect of the Irreducible Real 
in which it is considered as It is in Itself, beyond its aspect as in relation 
to the Universe, is the alogical Godhead.! 

The terms “Absolute” and “Transcendental” also should be clearly 
defined; the distinction between Mayd-vada and Sakti-vada hinges on these 
definitions. 

Both “Absolute” and “Transcendental” mean, “beyond relation”. 
But the.term “beyond” may be used in two senses: (a) exceeding or wider 
than relation; (6) having no relation at all. The first does not deny or 
exclude relation, but says that the Absolute, though involving all relations 
within Itself, is not their sum-total; is not exhausted by them; has Being 
transcending them. The latter denies every trace of relation to the 
Absolute; and says that the Absolute must have no intrinsic or extrinsic 
relation; that relation, therefore, has no place in the Being of the Absolute. 

Sakti-vada adopts the first view, Maya-vada the second. From the 
first point of view, the Absolute is relationless Bemg as well as Manifesta- 
tion as an infinity of relations. This is the true and complete Alogical 
Whole. Inasmuch as the Absolute exceeds all relation and thought, we 
cannot say that It is the Cause; though It is the Root of Creation; and 
so forth; but inasmuch also as It does involve relation and thought, we 
can say that It is the First Cause; that there has been a real creation, 
and so forth. 

The Mayavada view by negating all relation from the reality of 
Brakman negates from its transcendent standpoint the reality of causation, 
creation, and so forth. 

a “Beyond” may, therefore, mean (1) “exceeding,” “fuller than”, 
not exhausted by”; or (2) excluding, negating, expunging. By diagrams: 


o) OO 


Aisb A is beyond B, i.e., 
vs, aes ; excludes and. is quite outside B. 
In Sakti-vada, the Su Reality is fuller than any definition 
ay 2 preme Reality is ; 
(imitation) which may be. proposed. It is even beyond duality and 
Toth aspe i ole). See post. 
oth aspects (as also many others) combined give the Piva (Whole). 
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non-duality. It is thus the Experience-Whole, the Alogical. The Maya- 
vada Pure Brahman is an aspect of it: but it is not the Whole (Pana). 

The expression “‘wider than relation” may be thus illustrated. I am 
related in one way to my wife; in another way to my children; in yct 
another way to my brothers, friends, and soon. I am not fully expressed 
by any one of these relations, nor even by their aggregate; for, as a member 
of an infinite Stress-system I bear an infinity of relations. Pragmatically, 
most of these are ignored and it is thought that I am expressed by a certain 
set of relations which distinguish me from another person who has his 
own “set”. But Brahman as Absolute can have no such “‘set”. It is ex- 
pressed, but not fully expressed, even by the infinite set of relations which 
the Cosmos is, because relations, finite and infinite, imply a logical, and 
therefore, segmenting and defining, thought: but Brahman as Absolute- 
Experience-Whole=the Alogical. 

_ Since Brahman =Experience-Whole=Ci as Power-to-Be-and-Become, 
it is nothing like the unknown and unknowable being (‘‘Thing-in-ltself ”) 
of Western Sceptics and Agnostics. 

In all Indian systems the World is real in the sense that it has objective 
existence for, and is not a projection of, the individual mind. In all such 
systems Mind and Matter co-exist. And this is so even in that form of 
Ekajiva-Vada which holds that Brahman by Its own veiling and limiting 
Power makes one Primary Self of Itsclf, and that all other selves are but 
reflexes of the Primary Self, having as reflexes no existence apart from 
that of the Primary onc. The world of matter is not a projection of an 
individual mind, but its reality is co-ordinate with that of the individual 
mind, both being derived from the Self-vciling and Self-limiting operation 
of Brahman appearing as the one Jiva or Primary Self. Brahman in appear- 
ing as Primary Self also appears as its (logical) correlate or Pole—the Not- 
Self; and this Not-Self is the Root-Matter on which the Primary Self is 
reflected as multiple selves, and their varicd relations. Matter, in this fun- 
damental pona is not, therefore the product of the First or Primary Indivi- 
ESNE is with Self the co-effect (logically speaking) of a common 
Rae al activity which is the veiling and limiting action of the Supreme 

_ The version commonly given of Ekajiva-Vada, namely that the one 
oo eae You, He and the rest, and the world of objects 
en Be | loose and unpsychological. In the first place, “I 

ere (logically conceiving) without its Correlate or Pole—the 
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“Not-I,” so that, by the very act by which “I” 1s evolved from Brahman, its 
Correlate is also evolved and this Correlate is Root-Matter. In the second 
place, projection, reflection, and so forth presuppose not only the project- 
ing or reflecting Being (that which projects or reflects), but also sone- 
thing on which the projection or reflection is cast. Projection out of 
nothing and projection into nothing will give only nothing. 

Where then there is Matter there is Mind. Where there is no Matter 
(not necessarily gross) there is no Mind. One is meaningless without 
the other. Each is every whit as real as the other. But there is no Indian 
system which is Realist in the sense that it holds that Matter as experienced 
by man exists when there is no Mind of man to perceive it. Such a state is 
inconceivable. He who alleges it himself supplies the perceiving Mind. 
In the First Standard! Mind? and the so-called “Atoms” of Matter are 
separate, distinct and independent Reals.‘ Matter does not derive from 
Mind nor the latter from the former. In the Second Standards both 
Matter and Mind are equally real but derive from a common source, the 
Psycho-physical Potentials which, as such, is neither. ‘Psychic’ here means 
Mind as distinct from Consciousness in the special sense of Cit. This 
Psycho-physical Potential is a Real,” independent of Consciousness which 
is the other Real. In the Third Standard as non-dual Vedanta, the posi- 
tion is the same, except that the Psycho-physical Potential is not an inde- 
pendent Real but is the Power of the One Supreme Real as God. The 
world is then Real in the sense that it has true objective Reality for the 
individual Experiencers for the duration of their experience of it. No onc 
denies this. 

The next question is the problem of Monism. If ultimate Reality be 
One, how can it be the cause of and become the Universe? Itis said that 
Irreducible Reality is of dual aspect, namely, as it is in relation to the 
World as Tévara the Lord or God, and asit is in Itself beyond such relation 
which, we may call Godhcad or Brahman. According to Mayavada, Toara 
is Brahman, for Ivara is Brahman as seen throuth the veil of Maya, that ìs, 
by the Psycho-physical Experiencer. But Brahman is not Ivara, because 
Brakman is the absolute alogical Real, that is, Reality, not as conceived By 
Mind, but as it is in itself beyond (in the sense that it is exclusive of) a 
rations." The notion of God as the Supreme Self is the highest concept 


1 Nyaya-Vaisesika. 2 Manas. 3 Paramanu. 
nse 5 Sangkya-youa. Creat 


nekhya, one, in Saiva darsana, man 


Y. 
3 Though this veil be of a refined “stuff” (Vimala-Sattva-guna)- 
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imposed. on the Alogical which, as it is in itself, is not a Self either supreme 
or limited. The Absolute as such is not a Cause. There is, transcenden- 
tally speaking, no creation, no Universe. The Absolute is and nothing 
happens. It is only pragmatically a Cause. There is from this aspect no 
nexus between Brahman as God-head and the World. In the logical order 
there is. 

What then is the Universe? It is said by some to be an “illusion”. But 
this is an inapt term. For to whom is it an illusion” ? Not to the Psycho- 
physical Experiencer to whom it is admittedly real. Nor is it an illusion 
for the Experience-Whole. It is only by the importation of the logical 
notion of a Self to whom an object is real or unreal that we can speak 
of illusion. But there is in this state of Liberation no Self.: More 
correctly we say that the World is Maya. But what is Maya in Mayavada? 
It is not real for it is neither Supreme Brahman nor an independent Real. 
Nor is it altogether unreal for in the logical order it is real. It is neither 
Brahman nor different from it as an independent reality. It is unexplai- 
nable2 For this reason some of the scholastics of this System call it the 
doctrine of the Inscrutable.3 

In the doctrine of Power (Saktivada), Maya is the Divine Mother 
Power or Mahamaya. The two aspects of Reality as Brahman and Isvara 
are each accepted, as real. The Lord is real but that which we call ‘Lord’ 
is more than Lord, for the Real is not adequately defined in terms only 
of its relations to the Universe. In this sense it is alogical, that is “beyond. 
Mind and Speech”. As the one ultimate Reality is both Zvara and, 
Brahman, in one aspect it is the Cause and in the other it is not. But it is 
one and the same Reality which is both as Siva-Sakti. As these are real, 
m 5 ees appearance, the Universe. For the Universe is Siva-Sakli. 

is their appearance. When we say it is their appearance, we imply 
that there has been a real becoming issuing from is as Power: Reality 
has two aspects. First as it is in itself and secondly, as it exists as Universe. 
At base the Samsara or worlds of Birth and Death and Moksa or State 
of Liberation are one. For Siva-Sakti are both the Experience-Whole 
and the Fact which exists therein as the Universe. Reality is a concrete 
Ba in duality and duality in unity. In practice the One is realised in 
as the Many and the Many as the One. So in the Sakta wine-ritual, 


~~ TAs the Buddhists said—in Ni 
have ased. ists said—in Nirvana even the knowledge that the phenomena 


PHL 142. to appear and are therefore unreal is not to be found. Das Gupta, Hist. 


2 Anirvacani . 
a: 3 Anirvacaniya — khyati-vada. 
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the worshipper conceives himself to be Siva-Sakti as the Divine Mother. 
It is She who as and in the person of the worshipper, Her manifestation, 
consumes the wine which is again Herself the *Saviouress in liquid form”.! 
It is not only he who as a separate Self does so. This principle is applied 
to all Man’s functionings and is of cardinal importance from a Monistic 
standpoint, whatever be its abuse in fact. 

Real is again used in the sense of eminence. The Supreme Real is 
that which is for itself and has the reason for its being in itself. The Real 
as God is the perfect and changeless. The Universe is dependent on the 
Ens Realissimum, for it proceeds from it and is imperfect as limited and 
changeful, and in a sense it is that which does not endure, and in this 
sense is called ‘unreal’, Though however, the Universe comes and goes, 
it does so eternally. The Supreme cause is eternally creative. The Real 
is then both infinite Changeless Being as also unbcginning and unending 
process as the Becoming. In this system the Real both is and becomes. 
And the essence of is-ness is Activity or Power. It yet becomes without 
derogation from its own changelessness, as it were a Fountain of Life which 
pours itself forth incessantly from an infinite and inexhaustible source. 
Both the infinite and finite are real. 

Real is again used in the sense of interest and value and of the ‘worth 

while’. In this sense the worshipper prays to be led from Unreality to 
Reality, but this does not mean that the World is unreal in itself, but 
that it is not the supreme worth for him. 
„_ In whatever sense then the term Real is used, the Universe is not an 
illusion. All is real, for as Upanisad says “All this Universe is verily 
Brahman.”2 The Scriptural Text says “All”. It docs not say “This, 
but not that”. The whole is an alogical concrete Reality which is Unity 
in Duality and Duality in Unity. The doctrine does not lose hold of 
either the One or the Many, and for this reason the Lord Siva says in the 
Kulamava Tantra “There are some who seek dualism and some nom- 
dualism but my doctrine is beyond both.” That is, it takes account of 
and reconciles both Dualism and Non-dualism. The natural and spiritual 
are one. 

Reality is no mere abstraction of the intellect making jettison of all 
that is concrete and varied. It is the Experience-Whole whose ‘object’ 
is Itself as such Whole. It is also Partial Experience within that Whole. 

2 Sarvam Khalvidam Brahma. 
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This union of Whole and Part is alogical, but not unknowable, for thcir 
unity is a fact of actual experience just as we have the unity of Power to 
Be and Power to Become, of the Conscious and Unconscious, of Mind and 
Body, of freedom and determination, and of other qualities of Man’s 
experiencing. 

What the term Cit means is expressed neither fully and adequately, 
nor univocally, by the English word ‘“‘Consciousness”.! Barring the case 
of the matcrialist who holds that consciousness is a “by-product” of matter 
specially organiscd as brain-substance, Western Idealists, Realists and 
Pragmatists are not agreed among themsclves cither as to the nature or 
as to the function of consciousness. They conceive it differently. None 
of these conceptions approach the Vedanta concept of Cit as the Supreme 
and Perfect Reality-Power, as regards the depth and amplitude of its 
import. In fact, in the history of Western Thought, Consciousness as 
such has been so far permitted to appear in a minor role even in Idealism. 
The chief part has been assigned to Reason or Thought, to Will, to Imagi- 
nation, and as.has recently been the more usual practice, to Experience, 
Commonly in these forms of Idealism, Consciousness is not the substance 
of Reality —which may be a Cosmic Idea, Reason, Will, and so forth. 
Commonly too, Consciousness is not a proprium, or even an inseparable 
accident, of Reality. The Cosmic Idea or Will may thus be with cons- 
ciousness or without it; it may evolve into consciousness only in some 
places or positions and remain unconscious in others. 

Recently there has been a tendency in Idealism to make Experience 
the basis of Reality instead of a specific aspect of it such as Reason, Will 
or Imagination. This bases Reality upon “Fact” instead of a “section” 
and abstraction of Fact. But such approximation to the Vedantic position 
has meant but little gain to Consciousness which is still commonly taken 
a ba seein accident of Experience; Experience can be, and often 

pposed, sub-conscious and even unconscious. 


At the back of this supposition is the taking of Consciousness in & 
restricted sense making it ci 


ith t ther abstract “awareness,” or clsc, coincident 
with normal, “fully awake” “conscious” experience only: the former 
ESS ; 
é 1 Sometimes the substitute is “Intelligence” 


of. Dr. Carpenter, “Care is “Intelli Which is even more inappropriate. 
t Ee parative Religion,” itm * 
Understanding” and “Intelligence”, (p. nis8) rides EA 


Sec also, R. G. Bhandarkar’s “Vaishnavism, Shaivism and minor Religious Systems” 


E; . 
(Encyclopaedia of Indo-Aryan Research, Vol. III. part 6), page 78—Cit = “Intelli- 
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view showing it as a “torchlight” which makes .us aware of the contents 
of experience; the latter making ıt the “lighted zone,” the cognised 
contents of expericnce. In cither case, Consciousness is not the cquivalent 
of Experience which is supposcd to be the larger fact. The “torch-light” 
is believed to reveal some or the actual contents of experience, while the 
rest lic outside the reach of its illumination. In the alternative supposition 
also, the “lighted up” contents of expericnce are believed to be a part 
only of the total content. And Consciousness is thus restricted not merely 
in individual experience, but also, commonly, in Cosmic Mind and Ex- 
perience. This latter has been supposed to possess consciousness cither 
as a separable or an inseparable accident: but, commonly, it has not been 
believed that: consciousness is the essence and substance of the Cosmic 
Experience. 

There is, however, no warrant for taking Consciousness (Cit) in the 
restricted sense of either a “torch-light” illumination, or as the “illumined 
zone” of Experience. The first alternative raises four issues: (1) Does 
the “torch-light” illumine the whole of an individual's experience or 
only part of it; in other words, does the circle of illumination coincide 
with that of experience, or is it included in the latter ? (2) Does it illumine 
individual experience always or only occasionally ? In other words, is 
individual experience conscious now, and unconscious then ? (3) Docs 
it illumine the whole of cosmic experience or only a part of it? And, 
(4) Is Cosmic Experience conscious now and unconscious then ? Now, 
taking these four issucs together, they may be decided on the principles 
of the Doctrine in this way: Consciousness as the Illumination! illumines 
and never fails to illumine the whole of Experience, though in the case 
of individual Centres, the fact of experience being illumined may be 
ignored, that is unrecognised, pragmatically, often to a degree which 
reduces such illumination, for practical purposes, to be non-illumination 
as the subconsciousness or unconsciousness. Really, however, “subcons- 
ciousnéss” and “unconsciousness” are grades of Consciousness itself — 
that is, if what has been unrecognised and unaccepted for ordinary practical 
Purposes be recognised and accepted. This Perfect Illumination is the 
Ether of Consciousness? which is unbounded and unrestricted. The 
total content or Object? of Experience is so also; and, while both (he 
Illumination and the Ilumined) are infinite, the former is intuited 


=: . 
1 Prakafa. 2 Cidākāśa. 3 Vimaria. 
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to be even a greater infinity (if infinities can be compared) than the latter; 1 
and this reverses the position commonly taken in non-vedintic views, 
eastern or western, that the circle of illumination forms a part only of the 
circle of experience. 

Then, as regards the second alternative — making Consciousness, 
not the Illumination or awareness only, but concrete, conscious experience 
with a content — the criticism is this: This concrete experience with an 
object or content is a condition of Consciousness; but Consciousness has 
a transcendent condition also, which is immanent in the ordinary condi- 
tions; and this transcendent condition of Pure Consciousness or Pure 
Illumination is not an abstraction. It can be intuited in the ordinary 
experiences, and realised apart from the determinations of content or 
object, in Yoga. Consciousness, thus, may be with a content or without 
it;? and though, by Rāmānuja amongst others it has been contended that 
the Iluminator must co-exist with the. Illumined as its logical correlate, 
Consciousness itself is alogical, beyond all antitheses or poles; and yet 
manifests by its Power all poles and correlations in experience. Pure 
Consciousness, immanent as the unchanging “ether” in ordinary changing 
experiences, and realizable as such in Yoga, isnot therefore the Illuminator 
as distinguished from the Illumined (which as poles must co-exist); but 
it is Illumination itself which is its own content.. The doctrine thus keeps 
clear of two unwarranted positions: (1) Experience with a content (“modes, 

states” or “determinations” as they are called) is the only real, concrete 
fact, of which contentless, pure consciousness is an abstraction,’ and 


is, therefore, unreal; and (2) Experience as contentless consciousness 
is the real Fact, upon which, the varied content of experience, that is, 
world-experience, has been laid as an unreal appearance as that of magic. 
on e oa ae is real, its Power to evolve as A 
; o involve it again is real: a wor. 
of varied content, which is the manifestation of Reality. Power, sak real. 

Nor again does the Sakta view regard Consciousness as an “accident,” 
scparable or inseparable, of the Reality-Experience. Consciousness is not 
statical only as the “Ether”4 but dynamic or stressing; it is not Being only, 
but it is Becoming also.s In fact, the essence of Being is Power and Func. 
i T 

ae ots im Sate Being-Power of ps 
are not facts of mere being, but fen eee aretace iv The facts of Consciousness 
Philosophy of the Spin” activity.” Gf. Also Gentile's idea of Being in his 
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tion to Be. So that Consciousness is the varied world-experience, as also, 
transcendent, pure Illumination. It is at the same time the Basis, the 
Evolver and the Content of Experience. This view does not recognise 
any ultimate duality between Substance and Attribute,' between Power 
and Possessor of Power,? between Power as Cause and Power as Effect or 
Manifestation, however they may in the Logical order beso treated. Hence, 
if Consciousness as Power evolves as the World-Experience, the three terms 
involved in the process (i. e., Consciounsness, Power and World-experience) 
must be ultimately identified with one another. It is dualism to maintain 
that Consciousness is one thing and its activity or Power is another; that 
the Power of Consciousness to be (i. e., existential activity) is one thing, 
its Power to become or evolve is another. It is not possible in this view to 
regard Consciousness as an “accident” or even as a “proprium” only of 
something else—of any substance. Consciousness is the Substance,‘ the 
Power, and the evolutes and involutes’ of Power. Philosophies, western 
or eastern, have often reduced it to an “accident,” because they have taken 
it to mean limited, pragmatic consciousness only—that is, what in ordinary 
parlance passes as “normal consciousness” distinguished from both “sub- 
conscious” and ‘“‘unconscious” and because they have taken it in an abstract 
way to mean ‘“‘awareness’ or “‘feeling’ or “cognition,” and not in a concrete 
way to mean Reality functioning to be and yet to evolve as experience of a varied 
content. ‘Thus, in this view it has been wrongly supposed that feclings, 
thinkings and willings, which constitute the actual life of experience, 
are’ the facts of which consciousness makes us aware in part; and that, 
whether they be thus revealed and “shewn” or not, they happen, go on and 
change—in fact, the drama of mental life plays itself whether or not the 
Stage be lighted by consciousnsess. : 
Limitation of the meaning of Cit or Caitanya is responsible for a view 
like, or more or less similar to, the above not only in Dualistic systems, but 
also in many Idealistic monisms. The Ayéyd-vaifesika makes conscious- 
ness a separable feature of individual Selves, though in the case of the Lord, 
it is regarded by it as an inalienable, that is, permanent“ feature Buti 
is a feature only, not the Substance. The Bhatta School of Piroa Mimamsa 
makes Atman conscious in one part and unconscious in other, thus 
anticipating the modern “floating ice-berg” conception of mental life 
“nine-tenths of which are buried in the depths of sub-consciousness.” The 
— 
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Samkhya System, though it makes Cit the essence of Purusa, makes the 
psychodynamic Principle evolving “Understanding, ’ Mind and so forth, 
unconscious, so that Experience is an unconscious process lighted up by 
consciousness. Consciousness, it is truc, is there not merely as a lighter 
or reflector, its witnessing the proccss—unconscious in itself and casually 
a “closed curve’’—somchow influences it, in this way that, it goes on with 
reference to the witnessing, and it stops where such reference ceases: 
And since, in this vicw, there are many witnesscs, the process gocs on with 
reference to other witnesses, though it may stop in respect of some, that 
is, those who attain liberation.! In this view, Consciousness is recognised 
as an independent Entity (it is no longer a mere property or accident of 
something); and the “catalytic action” which it exercises on the evolving 
Psycho-physical dynamic Principle? implies its Being-Power, as well as, 
Power to influence the Becoming of some other Being. This leads a con- 
siderable way to the Sakta Vedanta position; but it is a halting method 
in so far as (1) it does not make Consciousness the whole Being and Experi- 
ence; and (2) it assigns practically the whole realm of dynamism (i.¢., 
evolving power) to a Principle alien to, and independent of, Conscious- 
ness; reserving to itsclf only a vague veiled suggestion of power expressed 
in its so-called “catalytic action”, 

Even Idealistic Monisms have sometimes stopped short of the final 
position here adopted. The attitude of such monisms towards Conscious- 
ness has commonly taken four forms: (1) Consciousness as Perfect Know- 
ledge (that is, Knowledge of all general and particulars) is an element of 
the Supreme Reality which is also the Supreme Power ; but it is not the 
ee of it, the sum and substance of it; so that if the Supreme Reality- 
eae 1s represented by a circle, Consciousness forms an aspect, part or 

ment of that circle; it is but one attribute of the Supreme Substance 
which has an infinity of attributes,3 and there is nothing to warrant the 
supposition that this one attribute is the basis and root of all others. Fur- 
a eee with an infinitely varied content is an aspect 
state of experience Te in th aan. cranes ERA EE 
it is an abstraction and oie fag. upreme or in the individual reali’ ? 
Pave ean » therefore, unreal. (2) Another position, whilst 

Tiz the doctri i 
attributes of ie a aan the West which gives the Substance an infinity of 
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agreeing with the first as regards all other essential points, makes Pure 
Consciousness not an abstraction and unreality but the Illumination! 
of the Perfect Being or Lord which aspirants may actually realise as 
Pure Git and nothing else at a certain stage of their spiritual approach 
to their final objective, but pushing beyond that stage, they realise that 
what was pure, featureless? illumination before is really the light radiating 
from a Perfect Being infinitely rich in power and content. Perception of 
the Light only — apart from the form and features — is, therefore, onto- 
logically speaking, an abstraction, since Perfect Being is not Light? only; 
but psychologically speaking (that is, as an actual, though halting and 
imperfect, perception by the aspirant of the Supreme Being), it is not 
an abstraction. The intuition of Pure Light in what is called “non-polar 
meditation”* gives, accordingly, an approximate and subordinate view 
of Reality, transcending which the aspirant has a truer vision of Reality 5 
as the Perfection of power and attributes. The vision of the Pure Ether 
of Consciousness is thus a stage, and not the goal of realization. 

(3) Next comes the position of Méyd-vada which reverses the above 
order or relationship between what has to be regarded a stage and what 
the goal of realization, what must be looked upon as Reality and what 
as an abstraction. Here, the “Pure Light” alone shines when the goal 
is reached, forms and features, powers and attributes appear but on the 
way to it; so that Cit as pure Light is the Supreme Reality of which 
“a varied content” is not, indeed, an abstraction, but upon which is laid 
as an ascription or imposition’ due to Maya which makes Reality appear 
otherwise than as it is in itself.’ oath! 

The stress in the first position (1) is laid exclusively upon “infinitely 
rich power and content” nature of Reality, as it leaves no room for the 
“Pure Light” cither in the scheme of Being (ie, ontologically), or in the 
actual experiences of Being (i.¢., psychologically). Consciousness is ever 
with content and never without it: this is the position. The stress in the 
second position (2) is laid as in the first, but Consciousness as Pure Light 
is recognised as a subordinate and imperfect (though actual) stage In the 
realisation of Perfect Being.. In the third position (3), the stress 15 
on to what has been unreal in the first and subordinate in the second, so 


C—_—_ 
3 Jyotih. 2 Without Nama and Ripa. 
Nirvigesa Cinmitra. 4 Nirvikalpa Abode of the Lord (Vai- 


$f, the conception of the Vaignava placing the eternal 
kuntha and Goloka) beyond the Claakaéa of Vedanta. 
Adhyisa. 7 Vivartta. 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


316 THE WORLD AS POWER 


that what is the real and ultimate in them (1 and 2), becomes unreal 
or only pragmatically real! in the third. In all these three positions the 
emphasis is laid now on this and now on that phase or aspect? of the 
Supreme Fact. 

Hence (4), it is claimed, that if the Fact is to remain the Fact, no 
emphasis must be laid upon what is but a section or aspect of it, but it 
should be laid upon the Whole.? Pure Consciousness “without content” and 
Perfect Consciousness of infinitely rich content, are both logical aspects of 
the Whole which is alogical. The Whole can be approximately described 
in terms of its aspects (that is, as Pure and as Perfect), but, in itself it is 
fuller than such descriptions of it. Thus It is Pure in the above sense, 
but is not that only; It is Perfect in the above sense, but is not also that 
only. Again, it is only froma pragmatic and logical standpoint that of 
these two or other aspects of It, we can regard one as the primary and 
higher, and the other or others as secondary or lower. In fact, any aspect 
is as much real as any other: thus Perfect (i.e., infinitely rich) Conscious- 
ness is as much real as Pure Consciousness; Consciousness as Power is 
as much real as Consciousness as such; and the Product or Manifestation 
of this Power is as much real as the Power itself. We disturb this even 
balance and co-ordination of the aspects by attempting to thrust them 
into pragmatic, logical moulds. 

It is true that, in having to state an alogical Fact logically and to 
represent an extra-temporal and extra-spatial process temporally and 
spatially, the Sākta doctrine speaks as if Git as Pure Consciousness* were 
alone “in the beginning,” that this Coniciousness then evolved into a 
Consciousness first of latent, then of patent polarisation between Self 
and Not-Self, between consciousness as Illuminations and that as the 


Hluminated or Object, that this Object is then variously evolved; that 


all this is then involved back into Pure Consciousness; and that while 
this process of evolution a 


nd involution goes on, Pure Consciousness as 
such changelessly abides. This statement gives, of course, primacy to 


ar Consciousness as compared with Its Power to evolve and involve, 
= also, as apee with the work which that Power does. Pure Cons- 
usness 1s there whether or not Jt operat Pi j t of 
Itself an Object of varie ere ey nee 


ee d content, and withdraw that Object back into 
5 reason coupled with the fact that the most fundamental ex- 
A Mes ated Sat. $ Kala. aaa, ; 
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pression of existence, namely Being! and Joy,? is given in Consciousness 
as such? as it is given (that is, to the same ultimate degree and in the 
same fundamental way) in nothing else; the fact that liberation is not 
attained except by realisation of Pure-Being-Consciousness-Bliss, would 
seem, from a logical point of view, to ensure the primacy given to Pure 
Consciousness. But really, in the alogical complete Fact itself, in regard 
to which as the Whole we cannot make any statement in terms of Space, 
Time and other Categories, Pure Cit* is co-ordinate with and not superior 
or subordinate to, the Powers by which It evolves and involves; and this 
again is co-ordinate with Its manifestation as the total Product or Achieve- 
ment; and these co-ordinate aspects (viz. Cit as Being, Cit as Powers 
and Cit as Product)? embraced by, and in, the mysterious Whole is Fact. 
Liberation cannot be attained except by realizing this; since bondage 
is due to the non-realization of this — which is but non-recognition, that 
is ignorance, of what the Fact is. There is, therefore no liberation by 
realizing what is an aspect only. Liberation is achieved by realizing that 
Siva as quiescent Being-Consciousness-Bliss* (which also is Power-to-be), 
becoming as dynamic Being-Consciousness-Bliss? and evolving and in- 
volving infinitely varied Objects, that is, World Experience which, on 
the whole as also in detail, is Being-Consciousness-Bliss.° The World 
is Siva-Sakti, and the Fact is not realized, and therefore liberation is 
not had, so long as it is looked upon as a product of Maya, in the sense 
of that which is neither real nor unreal; as a “mirage,” as an order in 
which there is actual, as distinguished from pragmatic unreality, un- 
consciousness and unhappiness.!! Not only the World as a sublime whole, 
but the World in its minutest details (even in the so-called ‘‘stocks and 
stones”) must be perceived to be nothing but Being-Consciousness-Bliss 
in Play.2 It is the whole Being-Consciousness-Bliss Power (Sioa-Sakti, 
and nothing but that: It seems to be “small” only with reference to the 
Province of Convention in which the particular Centres “consciously” 
live dnd move and bargain. Hence even a grain of dust is Perfect Siva- 
Sakti incarnate, and must be realised as such by an aspirant before libera- 


i Saccidānandamaya. 9 Sakti Saccidānandamayi. 
1 Jagat Saccidanandamaya, which is the Play of Siva-Saktt 
That is, the opposite of Sat-Cit-Ananda. 12 Lila. 
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ation can be had. The Perfect Being thus really given in the “infinite” 
as well as in the “small” is a miracle, and the basis of this commonest of 
all miracles is laid in the primary act by which the Perfect Being-Becoming 
Power in order to evolve a world of correlated Centres potentialized 
Itself as the infinitesimal “‘Point”’.! And if the Infinite can thus according 
to the premises of this doctrine, live and operate in, and as, the Infinitcsimal, 
It also can do so in, and as, the “finite” and “limited” being — which, 
in the fullness of fact, is not finite and limited at all except with reference 
to the conditions of the province of inter-central convention. That province 
begins when, and in so far as, the realm of Maya begins in the evolution 
of the Thirty-six-Principles, in the form of the so-called “impure” Princi- 
ples.2 

In the Sakta view, therefore, there is no place for Unconsciousness,3 
except in a pragmatic and conventional way, relating either to Reality 
as being, or to Reality as Power, or to Reality as product or Manifestation, 
The “seeming” consciousness”* of Sarkhya, or of Maya-vada as it is com- 
monly stated, has no place either: If there be any “seeming” in the 
scheme of world-manifestations, it will be found rather in the other way — 
Consciousness “seeming” to be unconsciousness, Joy “seeming” to be 
indifference or pain, free Play “seeming” to be necessity and determina- 
tion. And yet this “seeming” as an actual clement in the Play of the 
World-power by which the Divine Mother variously “‘screens” Herself 
in the form of interplaying Centres, is no “illusion”. This “seeming” 
is no seeming, since both the Power and Herself — screening Play as 
interplaying Centres are real. It is seeming in altogether different condi- 
tions, viz., (1) when that Power withdraws Her Play as Centres into 
Herself and plays with Her own Being;s or else (2) when to the eyes of a 
“fortunate” Centre She lets the scre 
realise the identity between Herself and Itself A block of stone is really 


a Negi ry Centre whose total 
assemblage of conditions? is of a certain kind relatively to that of the 


1 Bindu. 
25 i Pa = can 
LAc orada POGUE MEy and the Kancukas or “Envelopes”. 

is Atmarat, a Saccidānandamāya, playing with Sakti Saccidānandamayi. Thi 


6 : . = 4 
s ee jn Aap apice — “Sa’ham” — She am I. 
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impression and import of the onc in relation to thc other —is bound to 
change with the change in their total assemblage of conditions; — a 
circumstance which does not make the first “impression” unreal, and 
make the latter real, but makes each real in its own way and sphere. 
The term “seeming” as applied to such partial, conditional experiences 
of correlated Centres may be justified in onc sense only — that Power 
as Being-Consciousness-Bliss never ceases to be such, in Itself or in Its 
manifestations, whatever be Its veiling and unveiling play. A block of 
stone as Perfect Being-Consciousness-Bliss (involving Play) is, therefore, 
the Standard Experience to which other experiences are more or less 
near approximations, constituting “grades” and “values”, but each 
real in its way. 

The above position keeps clear of both common Realism making 
things exist outside and independent of Consciousness and Experiencc, 
and common Idealism making them “ideas” or “clusters of sensations, 
actual and possible” only. Things do exist outside and independent of 
Centre-referred and Centre-owned Consciousness and experience; but 
Consciousness, without such reference and limitation, is the Fact and the 
Power to evolve as facts. On the other hand, Consciousness, as the root 
Being-and-Becoming Power becomes real things as also real minds appre- 
hending, judging and otherwise experiencing those things; this combines 
the truth in Realism and that in Idealism. Thus, a block of stone is not, 
from this standpoint, “matter”. only: it is Cit as Joy and as Play — though 
the fact is veiled to ordinary Centres; on the other hand, it is not an 
“idea” or “mental construct” only: it is Cit as Power constituting it as 
much and as active a reality as the experiencing and reacting mind is. 
While pulling down the arbitrary wall erected by “Scientific Realism” 
between Primary and Secondary qualities of which the former alone 
are supposed to be real, the doctrine does not go to the other extreme 
of that “naive” Realism which regards this mental impression as a “copy” 
of the external thing. Things as “standard” realities exist in, and for, 
the Supreme Mind, other Centres’ perceptions being gradual and partial 
reproductions of those “standards” or models—a circumstance which does 
not make their perceptions unreal, but approximations to the real; each 
Centre knows the reality subject to the limitations of its Karma and “cosmic 
situation”? There is need, therefore, for the education and devolopment 


ET pr 
1 Tivara is not here included in the Order of Centres- 
Adrsta, the result of karma. 
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of man’s “knowing instruments,” giving him progressively higher and 
larger visions, through science and philosophy, through intuition and medi- 
tation, and, finally, “revelation”! and realisation. This view supplies what 
is deficient in naive Idealism also by (1) making Matter and Life every whit 
as real and active as Mind, and (2) forbidding exclusive emphasis on 
this or that aspect of Experience, such as Reason or Idea, Will or Imagina- 
tion. Its Cit is not transcendent or empirical consciousness only; it is not 
being or becoming only; it is not quiescent or dynamic only; it is not unde- 
termined or determined only; and it is not of this feeling-tone or of that only. 
It comprises all these and other alternatives, and, (from man’s viewpoint) 
contradictory phases. Its fundamental being and expression is Joy? pulsa- 
ting as Will-Power and manifesting Itself in an unspeakably sublime cosmic 
Play. It is not a mere “abstraction”—a “wilderness” of Pure Being or 
Pure Nothing as some critics of Vedanta? have imagined the abode of 
Reality to be. 

This view concedes also the possesssion of an element of truth to 
“Pragmatism,” ancient or modern. Philosophies in India have always 
recognised the Province of Convention,‘ the conditions of inter-Central 
“behaviour” by which the experiences and realities of the correlated 
Centres are determined. In Indian Thought, by Karma a Centre is what 
it now is, what it was, and what it will be; by Karma it determines not 
only its “cosmic situation,”s but its Cosmos also ; since, to each centre the 
Cosmos and its realities are, and scen, as its Karmas has determined them 
uo be fon it; to another Centre, they are different more or less, and to the 

same“ centre also they change as its Karma changes. There can be no 
aoe thorough-going “Pragmatism” than this. “Pragmatic conscious- 
ae Fzagmatici reality” has its place, but, in the Sakta view, however 
its not illusory”. Pragmatic consciousness is Consciousness as Power 
eas ae or that mode or aspect of Experience for the purpose 
nes X ay ay) in a Particular line and manner,’ and Pragmatic 
ty is the Reality-Whole determining and circumscribing Itself with 


ean ee 
Sruti and Agama, iva, in the Kulārņava Tantra, reveals, for example, five 


Methods” By His five mouths, and a sixth by an esoteric sixth. 


3 This ; ; 
Pure Bei Spon Māyā-vāda Reality, but is not appropriate, since in that system 


s Nyayahära; A 5 Adrsta, : 
ERRA eh a-Mimāmsā in particular shews Karma itself as Iévara or Lord “Karmeti 
7 See ante for examples of “Pragmatic facts”, 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


POWER AS CONSCIOUSNESS $21 


reference to the conditions of action and enjoyment! of the Centres and 
groups of Centres that have evolved or will evolve in It. When, therefore, 
the modern Pragmatist says that the “fact” or reality, for a given Centre, 
A, is constituted by the behaviour of A, or the “uses” to which A can put 
that reality, hc has the support of non-dual Vedanta provided (1) the beha- 
viour is primarily the play of the Reality-Whole to evolve and play as A, 
and also as B, C, D, and so forth, correlated with it; (2) the behaviour of 
A and each of the others is also play? (as Karma) subject to the conditions 
(a) the manner of A’s play in the past, and (b) the nature of B, C, D and 
the manner of their play relatively to it is understood; and (3) that by beha- 
viour‘ again of the appropriate kind, A can release itself from being an 
individual Centre subject to limitations. 

The Neo-Pragmatist very often builds his case upon biological besides 
psychological grounds. A.B.C.D. form a system of Centres (some living, 
and the rest “non-living”) not only co-operating but in conflict with one 
another — in “the struggle for existence”. In relation to A, B.C.D. consti- 
tute the “environment”; and A lives, and expects to live, by adjusting 
itself and the environment each to the other, adjustment meaning the 
adaptation of A to B.C.D. as much as that of B.C.D. to A. Thus A changes 
agreeably to a change in the environment, but also changes the environ- 
ment agreeably to itself. Through Natural Selection and other long- 
continued processes, A’s organism has been so constituted as to be, generally, 
a suitable “machine” for doing this work of vital adaptation. Generally 
the machine does its work smoothly and by a pre-established arrange- 
ment—represented by its stereotyped sets of reactions—the “automatic” 
actions — reflex, spontancous, instinctive and habitual. These are 
supposed to have their nerve-arrangements in the spinal cord, medulla 
oblongata, cerebellum — that is, in regions below the cerebral cortex 
which is the organ and seat of consciousness, cither sensory oF motor. 
The automatic actions are, accordingly, not accompanied by consciousness, 
and afe believed by some to have nothing to do with consciousness. Cons- 
Ciousness accompanies those actions which meet with a sort of “deadlock 
in the centres of automatic action, and which therefore, cannot ‘rattle 
smoothly off”. The cortical centres which are the centres of consciousness 
are the centres of selection (of “deliberation and choice”) by which dead- 


Sekt de ; 
1 Karma and Bhoga. 2 Implying Joy and Freedom. 
a pometituting its tendencies and Sarat cosmic situation. 
nā. 
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locks are removed. All actions, whether automatic or deliberative, arc 
“behaviour” framed with reference to what is of use and value to the 
individual or his racc; and behaviour becomes “‘conscious experience” — 
knowing, feeling or willing — under special conditiors, that is, when 
conditions are such that what is of interest (the end as well as the mcans) 
has to be represented as a future good or evil (therefore of usc and valuc) 


in relation to which the attitude of the individual must be framed, if 


need be through deliberation and choice. A sensation of “hot”? is thus 
the consciousness that that which is hot will more or. less burn if touched; 
the sensation is thus the index of the results to which a certain behaviour 
viz., touching, will lead, and also of the uses to which those results can 
be put. Itis use which assigns to cach Centre its province of behaviour, 
and out of-this province only a fraction is assigned to consciousness when 
the conditions of use are of a special kind. The conditions and limits 
of a Centre’s knowing, feeling and willing, arc the conditions and limits 
of what is of usc to that Centre or its group. 

That there is a substantial element of truth in this statement of the 
case may be conceded by Indian Thought. Both the “world” and the 
expcricnce of the world are fashioned for a Centre as the conditions of its 
own Karma and Enjoyment! — (the cumulative effect and resultant of 
those conditions) — require them to be fashioned. It is thus that the 
differing “Worlds” and experiences of one man and another, those of 
an ordinary man and of a Seer, those of stocks and stones and those of 
plants and animals, and so forth, are constituted; the differing organs 
and instruments of the different Centres are also duc to the same factors, 
viz., Karma and Enjoyment (presupposing special need and usc).? Cons- 
ciousness is thus limited and specialised in a particular Centre -- which, 
therefore, has, ordinarily, no consciousness beyond certain limits, and 
has, cven in the zones of its conscious life, varying degrees and tones of 
consciousness ranging from subconsciousness and semi-consciousness to 
“wide awake” consciousness. 

But these limits and degrees of Consciousness are “pragmatic” only. 
Individual Centres, according to their varying needs and uses, have 
these limits and degrees practically scttled for them; but these do not 
cut up and circumscribe Consciousness itself: Because (1) the Universe 
being one undivided stress-systcm, (a system of mutual actions and re- 
actions) the experience which takes the universe in, cannot really be a 


1 Bhoga. 2 Prayojana, Artha or Purusartha. 
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fragmentary and parcelled out experience, though for the practical pur- 
poses of finite Centres it appears to be so; (2) that the so-called subcons- 
cious and unconscious are really inside Consciousness (not that normally 
accepted as such by a finite Centre), may be said to be shown by the 
fact that a Centre can more and more fully reclaim them as Consciousness 
or conscious experience by avowing what he has so far ignored, recognising, 
noting what he has “chaotically” felt; and from the fact that the whole 
universe (i.e., the “fact”) can be so reclaimed in, and as, Experience 
when that finite Centre is able at last to uplift completely the “veil” of 
ignorance and non-acceptance, and becomes, in consequence, one with 
the Immense Consciousness-Power. It follows from this that a Centre’, 
ordinary experience is not the whole Experience because, though really 
having it and living it, he has been accustomed to ignore it as the whole 
and accept and avow it piecemeal; and he has been so accustomed because 
“the necds and uses” of his pragmatic existence as domicile in “the pro- 
vince of convention” have so required, and determined his experience 
to be pragmatic accordingly. Besides these two, there is also a third reason 
which requires that Existence and Consciousness coincide with each 
other: (3) the essential marks of consciousness-in-itself are Joy and Freedom 
(or Free-Will-to-be-and-become). ‘There is no form of existence — even 
“material” existence — which is not an expression of, and in its turn 
does not express (however veiled the expression may be in relation to 
certain “cosmic situations”); Joy and Free Power. Now if both Existence 
and Consciousness possess the same essential marks, it is reasonable to 
hold that one is the other, or both are manifestations of a Common Root. 
But since a Root more fundamental than Consciousness cannot be ima- 
gined (everything being representable as a mode of Consciousness, but 
Consciousness not being representable as a mode of anything else), it 
must hold that Consciousness = Being = Reality. : 
_ The above position is strengthened by the fact. that the aspirant 
4s able, it is claimed, by pursuing the appropriate method of realisation, 
ed round the whole circuit of involution and soln aie 
ordinary pragmatic World-experience, passing through progressively 
higher and fuller S area sare at last to Pure and Perfect Experi- 
ence which sums up all Existence aad then descending again to the ordinary 
Pragmatic order of world-experience in the reverse order. In this an 


experimental proof is afforded as to the manner in which the 
finite order of existence and consciousness thereof for a finite Centre, can 
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be made to tend to, and ultimately become, Perfect and Pure Being- 
Experience, and, how again that Perfect and Pure Being-Experience, 
progressively evolves, and in evolving limits Itself as, the finite, pragmatic 
order of existence and consciousness which an individual Centre calls 
his “universe”. The experiment is similar to that of a geologist (for ex- 
ample) who shows how a great rock or a layer of the Earth’s crust has 
been formed by experiment with a small sample of it in his laboratory. 
The aspirant shews in his experiment that all the elements of his universe 
(Solid Matter, Liquid Matter and so forth) can be, without leaving a 
“residue”, dissolved into Consciousness, and that all partial and pragmatic 
universes can be made to fall into a Perfect Universe which is Perfect 
Consciousness; and also in the reverse order, they can be made to evolve 
from It. This, it is said, shows that there is nothing ultimately but Being- 
Consciousness, and the Power of Consciousness to be and become. 


CONSCIOUSNESS AS POWER - HOLDER 
AND AS POWER 


THE concept Cit is unique. - 

Indian Thought in its highest form regards it as the fundamental 
Reality. In the West, there have been thinkers who have reduced the 
World to Idea, to Will, to Intention or to Imagination, but it is the Indian 


Vedanta — and other cognate doctrines based upon it — which makes ` 


the World Cit, in its root as well as in its manifestation. Cit as Power 
(Cit-Sakti) appears as the World but in so appearing never ceases to be 
in itself Git. This is the essence of non-dualist doctrine. Cis is Being or 
Fact (Sat) and Cit is Bliss (Anand). Veda says that the World proceeds 
out of Bliss, is sustained by Bliss and is reabsorbed into Bliss. Being is 
Bliss which is Cit. The latter as such, that is as distinguished from its 
Power, never becomes other than Cit. How Reality can change as the 
changing world and yet remain what it is— how in fact change and 
no change can be predicated of the same Reality — is a problem of which 
the Mayavada of Sankara is one solution and Saktivada or the Doctrine 
of the World as Power is another. 

k fe 3s, to use an English term, the Spiritual Principle in man in 
which his universe of experience lives, moves and has its being. Not only 
is it the static basis of such universe, but it is that which by and as its own 
power (Sakti) becomes or appears as that Universe. This Spiritual Principle, 
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which in itself is immense! and immeasurable,2 becomes. by its own 
Power,? differentiated into a multiplicity of correlated Centres, some 
of which are the human selves. This Power by which the Immense and 
Immeasurable becomes as such Centres limited and measured, by which 
the “Fact”? becomes veiled and ignored as “‘Fact-sections,” is Maya (which 
operates as a measuring, limiting or determining and therefore negating 
Principle). Subjectively considered it is the sense of differences by which 
the object of experience is seen as other than and different from the self. 
It is no Cosmic Material, foreign to and independent of the Spiritual Principles 
in man which evolves as the Universe of Mind, Life and Matter, deriving 
its efficiency from the presence of the Spiritual Principle (whose action 
on “Matter” is comparable to catalytic action in chemistry). Non-dualism 
says, firstly, that the Universe is wholly a product of the Spiritual Principle 
as Power, which is not only the “catalytic” source or prompter of its 
efficiency, but which is its ground and its material as well; secondly, that 
It, in so becoming the varied universe, docs not require the operation 
upon Itself of a Power other than Itself; and thirdly, that in such evolution 
it presents two aspects, nemely, a static, quiescent aspect or the ‘Male’ 
Siva in which it remains the self-same Principle, and a dynamic, stressing 
aspect as the Mother-Power in which it moves and changes as the world 
of Mind, Life and Matter. 

This reduction of the universe into a Spiritual Principle and its 
Power one with itself (or Cit working as Power), calls to mind the attempt 
of the modern physicist to reduce the mass of Matter to electromagnetic 
mass alone which is referred to by way of illustration. 

Is the mass of a material particle, charged with an electrical charge, 
partly mechanical and partly electrical? Or, can its mass, in the last 
resort, be reduced to the electrical mass alone ? Is mass in its nature of 
one kind or two kinds — non-dual or dual ? Now, the answer of modern 
Science has been clearly pointing to the non-dual alternative. The Electron 
Theory of Matter makes the mass of Matter of one kind; its mass 1s consti- 
tuted by the masses of the positive and negative charges, protons and 
electrons (whatever be their precise number and distribution) which 
constitute an atom of matter. But even after such reduction of material 
mass to electrical mass, duality persists in another form. How is lec 
mass related to Energy ? Are they two and independent of cach pas 
` Bh 3 Sakti. 

3 Miyate anaya iti Maya. 3 Bradabuddhi. 6 As in Sankhya-Yoga. 
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An electron (or unit charge of negative clectricity) is in motion in a varied 
manner; its kinetic and potential energies in a given system are thus 
different. Now, does it possess the same mass whatever be its velocity 
and energy? Will its mass remain unaffected when, for cxample, its 
velocity approaches that of light? Physicists have shown that velocity — 
particularly when it is high — changes the mass of the moving thing : 
this is what is called mass-acccleration. Mass and Motion (or Energy 
for the matter of that) are not independent of cach other : Mass becomes 
a function of Motion, that is, it varics (may be beyond certain limits only) 
as the latter varices. This indeed points to the unity of Mass and Energy 
which, however, it still remains for Science to definitely establish. 
Electricity is a substance, which many have thought, to be Ether 
which is quasi-material. What, therefore, Science is now called upon 
to investigate is the exact rclation which subsists between this Substance 
and Energy (or Motion). It is practically confronted with the question: 
Are Power and Holder of Power! one or two? Translated.into the language 
of Science, and restricted to the physical plane, this means; Is Ether 
(if we must separately retain it) and the Stress by which it is strained 
into various forms, which are probably the Prime Atoms, onc or are they 
two? In other words, can we say this that the same substance, which 
considered in its static aspect is Ether, is also Energy when considered 
in its stressing or dynamic aspect? Or, to use the expressive language 
of the Sakta Tantra, can we say that the Ether-aspect is the Siva-aspect 
(restricted to the physical plane), and that Energy at work subjecting 
Ether to various forms of stress-and-strain is the Power or Sakti aspect 
(restricted also to the physical planc) of the one fundamental Reality ! 
The next Problem is, how Power and Power-holder arc related not only 
on the physical plane, but beyond on the planes of Life, Mind and on that 
of Power as the Radical Potential of which Life, Mind and Matter ave the 
Sanat ere Ether and its Energy must be brought into 
Pte at m ital Power, these again with Mind and Will Power, 
a See 3 s premali limitations of the data arc dispensed with, 
logical thinkin ETEM are seen in their alogical identity (which man's 
rania eee into aspects) in the complete Fact itself which is Cit. 
- ; understanding of the meaning of Git, we should distin- 
ca the different standpoints from which It can be regarded. In the 
ust place, we must distinguish between the standpoint of the Whole? 


1 Sakti and Saktiman, 2 Pirna. 
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and that of the Part,! between the complete view of Reality and the 
partial view of it. There is the former when Experience is avowed and 
accepted without the least veiling or ignorance of what is given — when 
there is absolutely no limitation of the data. This is Perfect Experience. 
It is an experience of All-presentation or No-veiling. Man’s centralised 
or individualised life is commonly a life of greater or less veiling or ignorance 
of the Given. By trying to remove the veil, or by trying to own and accept 
what has been disowned and ignored, he can more or less closely approxi- 
mate to Perfect Experience which is the Limit (in the sense of consum- 
mation or perfection) of progressively higher and higher forms of experi- 
ence; but which remains unattainable so long as his life, and therefore, 
his standpoint, remains centralised (ż.e., referring to a Centre such as the 
Ego) and individualised. Central reference or individualisation means 
a stressing and straining in a particular manner of Being and of Experience; 
by such stressing and straining Being and Experience are apparently 
limited, and circumscribed, so that this circumstance precludes the possi- 
bility of a complete avowal and acceptance of Being-Experience as it is 
in its entireness. 

Man’s vicw-point in therefore ordinarily partial, imperfect He 
may indeed extend his frontiers, and thus more and more closcly approximate 
to the All,? but so long as central reference, conscious or sub-conscious, 
remains, he cannot reach out to the realisation of the Perfect Being- 
Experience itself. His essay is therefore an essay of approximation, of 


Nearer and nearer approach. Ordinarily he stops more or less short of 


the Goal or’ Limit itself which gathers, subsumes and perfects all. He 
stops because he refers to a Centre; because he is an Individual; and 
has therefore to know, feel and act practically with reference to other 
Centres or Individuals in a correlated system or Kosmos or {ia as Veda 
calls it. Such knowing, fecling and acting ina correlated system is practical 
or pragmatic living, and it not only implies but requires limitation of the 
data, ‘or ignorance of the given, or veiling of the concrete, which 1s called 
Ignorance. For instance, life such as man ordinarily lives it would be 
impossible if at every moment he were to attend impartially to all that 
— 
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he felt, accept and emphasise uniformly all that he knew, and frame his 
actions indifferently with respect to whatever he felt and knew. As a matter 
of fact, he selects, ignores and emphasises in what he fecls and knows; 
he owns and accepts a section only as being of interest or practically 
useful to him, and ignores and disowns the rest though given. Actions 
too are framed with respect to selected sights, sounds, etc., in. the “objective” 
world, and selected ideas, feelings, desires, and so forth, in the “subjective”. 
And such veiling and acceptance, such rejection and selection, is made 
(not always voluntarily by men) in a universe of Being-Experience 
which is undefined, seamless and alogical in itself, and which, in itself, 
cannot be labelled exclusively as either objective or subjective.! It is 
by such practical veiling and acceptance that we seem to scc only a parti- 
cular star or cluster of stars when looking up to the sky in a clear night: it is 
thus that we seem to hear a particular sound only in a “situation” in which 
not only many other sounds but countless sights, smells, touches, organic 
sensations, ‘etc., constitute our actual Given of experience; it is also thus 
that we seem to have a particular idea, memory or desire in the mind 
when the actual universe of the moment is an undefined and undefinable 
whole of countless “objective” and “‘subjective” elements (i.e., perceptions 
and ideas), most of which happen, for the time being, to be not of intercst, 
and are therefore silently ignored. In a given universe of experience, 
attention is, for pragmatic reasons, focussed at a particular point which 
happens to be of interest for the time being; around this point of clearest 
attention or emphasis, spread tracts of comparative inattention till they 
merge into the outlying realm of the unfelt or unknown.? The process 
5 analogous to the operation of turning the search-light of a vessel plying 
in a dark night upon different portions of the surrounding situation. The 
scarch-light is here Attention or Regard,? and the mechanism of its working 
z that of the tendencies or partialiticss connected with a given Centre 
Sanayi And it need be hardly pointed out that, like the vessel 

» a Centres cannot move to any definite purpose, if it be not provided 


with such special mechanism. It is useful and also indispensable in a 


certain sense. 
E ne ae therefore necessarily to select and refuse, accept and ignore 
e midst of what we actually have. In all this a Principle of Limitation, 
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sclection or contraction! is operative. Now, in so far as its operation can 
apparently be traced to, and therefore connected with, the energising 
of a given Centre, it is called Ignorance;? and in so far as this veiling, 
measuring, limiting operation is the expression of a Cosmic Tendency 
or Will-to-become, and in so far therefore as it not only transcends but 
underlies (as gencrating activity) the life of the individual Centres, it is 
called Maya, power of finitization.2 And whether we consider it cosmically 
or individually, it is patent that this Principle of finitization (which is 
the Power of Reality itself) is a limiting or contracting Principle — the 
Radical contracting forces by which the All,s without actually ceasing 
to be such, becomes Part,‘ by which Experience of Everything’ without 
actually ceasing to be such, becomes Experience of something:7 in brief, 
by which the “Fact? becomes “Fact-section”. 

The first distinction therefore, is that between Experience as whole,s 
and Experience as section or part.6 The former remains for man a goal 
or “limit” only so long as there are central reference and selective regard 
in his expericnce. He can, however, more or less closely approximate 
to it. Nearer approach can be made to the All in proportion as the oper- 
ation of the two conditions — viz., reference to a Centre and selective 
attention —can be diminished. The All is realised when the operation 
of cach ccases. To realise is to live and accept what has lived without 
being accepted. In realisation man does not veil or ignore what he has 
or rather what.he is. His experience, therefore, docs not really cease to 
be the All, when, on account of his having to refer to a Centre and best- 
owing his attention selectively, he has experience of parts or segments 
only: nor, on the other hand, does a previously non-existent All tend 
to be established and consummated, when, by making attention a-centric 
and impartial as completely as possible, man tends to come as near as 
Possible to its realisation.* 


$ CONSCIOUSNESS AS THE WHOLE 


THe preceding sections have introduced the distinction 
ciousness? as whole or entires and as section or part.‘ 
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Perfect Experience. Since all ordinary predicables or categories apply 
to only aspects or segments of experience, which are man’s pragmatic 
facts, the Perfect Experience is beyond the reach of the predicables or 
categories! That is to say, its nature cannot be adequately described 
by any of our concepts. Its description is therefore possible only by the 
mode of negation? Those concepts are—to employ the classification 
of Kant — the forms of Time and Space, and the Categories of Quantity, 
Quality, Relation and Modality. By means of these forms and Categories, 
experience becomes thinkable, that is, logical. If these Forms of Thought 
(including the Categories) be withheld, the “Matter” or stuff of experience 
becomes formless, and therefore cannot be thought about and spoken 
of. By being cast into these moulds, the “Matter” becomes impressed 
with forms and thereby becomes thinkable and speakable.s That Experi- 
ence becomes thinkable or logical by being circumscribed in review is a 
fact that can be readily verified by intuition. The entire universe of 
sensations, feelings, ideas, memories, and so forth, which constitute total“ 
Experience at any moment, can never be thought about as a whole; the 
whole must be limited and measured before it can be thought about and 
described. Even what is taken as “experience at any moment” is a cross 
section of the Experience as the whole or Fact.s In itself the Fact is timc- 
less. Similarly, it is neither cause nor effect. What is known as cause or 
effect is a portion measured out of the Fact. These and other categories 
are applicable not to the whole as a wholes but to the whole delimited 
as part.? Perfect Experience is thus alogical. But though unthinkable 
and indescribable,’ it is not on that account unknown and unknowable. 
It is Experience itself, Consciousness itself: no “thing-in-itself” beyond 
Experience. It is the Supreme Intuition» It is unthinkable as is the 
Kantian “thing-in-itself”, but its essence is Consciousness itsclf;! it is 
inscrutable! Consciousness Power.12 

__ Experience becomes thinkable or logical by being circumscribed 
or limited. Now, since Experience, Consciousness or Feeling is ever what 
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it is, its limiting can only mean this that it is ignored or veiled as a whole, 
and accepted or attended to in a part. In other words, the two facts, viz., 
that we have actually at this moment a universe of experience comprising 
many sounds, sights, smells, touches, organic feelings, ideas, etc., and 
that we have at the same moment the perception of a particular sound 
or sight only, can be reconciled with each other only if we believe that 
the “universe,” though actually given at this moment, has not been 
avowed and accepted as such, and that the particular sound or sight of 
which alone we seem to have perception at this moment is the pragmatic 
section of the universe especially sclected and noticed by us. The pragmatic 
point or section has not indeed displaced or effaced the universe; even 
when attention is very nearly concentrated at a point or section, it does 
not cease to be slightly diffused, like twilight, over the outlying tracts or 
indeed over the whole “universe” that is actually given. The point or 
section always remains imbedded in that universe; always set on a larger 
background of experience. [The psychologist William James would call it 
(that background of actual feeling) the “fringe” of experience.) It is 
always there. So that the universe and the pragmatic point or section 
are both given as actual feeling. They can be both given in actual fecling 
only if the former, though given, is more or less ignored (i.e., not attended 
to), and the latter, given as it is as part of the larger experience, is, by 
reason of its special interest. especially attended to. Thus while we are 
especially attending to a point or section only, we have, and cannot but 
have, the “Universe” also. That it is not then attended to does not mean 
or constitute its ceasing to be an actual fecling: it does not become no 
experience. It then becomes or is an experience of a different tone or 
intensity—blurred, indefinite, confused. The pragmatic or interesting 
portion becomes lighted up, definite and discriminated. When, however, 
the expcrience of the moment, the “universe” involving the pomts of 
interest is passed in review or thought about, it is commonly represented 
as though it were confined to or exhausted by the points of interest only. 
This is pragmatic thought giving the pragmatic facts, but which should 
be carefully distinguished from the Intuition of Fact. Circumscription 
or limitation of experience commonly means its veiling or ignoring as a 
whole and its avowal or acceptance in the “points of interest’ sites 
Vciling or contracting may, therefore, be defined as the circumstance 
which limits Reality considered as one aspect—as Power!—without 
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making it other than what it is in its other aspect as Power-holder:! by 
which the whole? appears as part? and yet remains-the whole. When, 
and in so far as, this circumstance operates in relation to the experience 
of an individual Centre, and its operation is immanent in it it is called 
Ignorance. When it operates cosmically and its operation is transcendent 
to a given Centre. it is called Maya. Evidently a Centre as so constituted, 
becomes a Centre of individualised stresses (potential and kinetic) in 
Reality which is Perfect Experience, because Experience by its own Powers 
so finitises and individualises itself. Veiling may be of two forms: (1) that 
which is done by the stresses (potential and kinctic)—that is impressions, 
tendencies and volitions‘ in the case of an individual Centre; and (2) that 
which is done by the Stress or Power of Reality itself underlying and 
evolving as the world of finite forms. In both cascs the gencral definition 
of veiling applies. That is to say, Experience, and therefore Reality. 
never ceases to be the whole? because it has been veiled or contracted 
in an Individual Centre, or because it veils itself in evolving and appearing 
as the world of varied forms. When, for example, we appear to sce a star 
. only or hear a sound only, we actually have, and cannot but have, an 
undefined and indefinable “universe” of experience which is ignored 
except as regards the star or sound: so also in the case of “subjective” 
experiences, ¢.g., a fecling in the mind, a memory, an idea. The “universe” 
never ceases to be such by being veiled in these cases, and emphasised in 
the points of interest. If we provisionally call that universe too the whole, 
then the whole remains as such while it appears as part.” In the cosmic 
or universal case also, where veiling has been called Maya, the Immense 
and Immeasurable remains so even when it is to the individual cyc finitised 
and measured. This finitisation, this evolution of Brahman as world, of 

Siod as Power determined in a particular way,? is not, however, “‘illusive.”” 
We may note also that between the cosmic case and the individual 
case, there is a threefold distinction as regards the circumstance of veiling. 
In the first place, in the individual Centre veiling or ignoring is partly 
voluntary and partly involuntry. When, for example, a person looking up 
= night wishes to See a particular star, he voluntarily veils (but cannot 
ge efface) his universe of experience at that moment, and by that 
universe 18 apparently reduced to the perception of a single star 


= Suie or - In many cases, however, his universe becomes thus 
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reduced not by an actual volition in his mind, but by the play. of potential 
stresses in him which are his tendencies. This is involuntary veiling. Such 
veiling may be cither accidental or essential. It is accidental veiling when 
the total experience is ignored and a part accepted because of the working 
of a subliminal desire or subconscious interest in the mind which, for the 
time being, prevails most and vents itself in certain partialities. Thus 
even while we are not consciously attending to and selecting our experi- 
ences, we have our experiences apparently dealt out to us in partials: 
certain sounds out of a great many actually given, for example, are appre- 
hended by us: these are apprehended by us because certain predispositions, 
working subliminally and possessing the greatest causal efficiency for the 
time being, make us partial to them. But there is also a deeper kind of 
involuntary veiling which pertains to the essence of a Centre as such. 
We have referred before to the fact that an individual Centre’s universe 
of experience cannot be Perfect Experience (which is ultimate Reality) 
in so far as that universe is referred to and organized round that Centre. 
Reference to, and organization round a Centre is itself a limitation of 
Perfect Experience. In fact, Perfect Experience limits or finitizes itself 
in appearing as such centre of reference and organization. This is the 
working of Maya by-which the Immeasurable is measured, the Indefinable 
is defined, the Infinite is finitized. With respect to different Centres again, 
(eg., amocba and man) stresses, potential and kinetic, are differently 
organized, so that what is ordinarily one Centre's universe is not that of 
another. Essential veiling means the limitation of Perfect Experience 
by reason of a Centre being a specialized centre of reference and orga- 
nization. 

It should be noted, however, that the difference between. voluntary 
and involuntary veiling, and that between accidental and essential veiling; 
is a difference of degree and not one of kind. Ordinarily these differences 
seem to be fundamental like those between the voluntary and involuntary 

muscles, voluntary and involuntary nerve centres in the body. But by 
using appropriate means the jurisdiction of volitional control can be 
gradually extended over those centres which ordinarily lie outside it. 
The ganglia along the spinal axis, for example, which, according to some, 
are probably connected with race habits and instincts, can by proper 
discipline? be made amenable to voluntary control like the motor centret 
in the cerebral hemispheres. Such wakening of the spinal ganglia, is, 1t 
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has been claimed, a collateral effect of the piercing of the “Six Centres” 
by Kundalini Yoga. It may be incidentally observed too that such extension 
of the range of voluntary control over motor centres of the body which 
are ordinarily involuntary, has its parallel in the transposition and extension 
of sensory functions under hypnotism and Yoga. E.g., a hypnotic subject 
may “see” by the sense of touch. In the Psychic literature of the West 
many examples of such transposition and extension of special sensory 
functions are to be met with.! By training and cffort? it may thus be 
possible for a given Centre to extend and rearrange its universe of experi- 
ence (1) by extending the range of its voluntary control, (2) by extending 
the range of its sensory functions, and (3) by lighting up what-is dark 
and subliminal in consciousness. By this proccss his universe can be 
made to approach Perfect Experience. And ultimately Perfect Experiencc 
itself can be realized when a Centre is able to transcend itself as a specialized 
centre of reference and organization. Then, what has been called essential 
veiling is done away with, and Maya which measures and binds is trans- 
cended. A given Centre has ordinarily its universe of experience determined 
primarily by the Limiting Principles by which it has been constituted a 
specialized centre, and secondarily by the circumstances of its own choice 
and control.: Even ordinarily, his universe is thus partly at least an “in- 
tentional’’. 

Now, let us turn to the cosmic case. It will be shewn later that the 
appearance of a primordial, generic cosmic Centre is a condition precedent 
to the appearance of a multiplicity of special individual centres. Perfect 
Experience (or full Reality) must first “divide” itself as a Self and its Object 
or Universe, in order that such division may be reproduced in a multi- 
plicity of particular centres.5 Perfect Experience is, it is true, alogical; 
but within this Experience the polarity of Subject and Object must appear 
ee ae the veiling and limiting process producing the world of 
Supreme Self wee alone sane Upanişads we accordingly read how the 

one in the beginning, and then, how He began to 


soe Himself (i, made object of Himself). In the Kémakalavilasa,s Sioa, 
Whose nature is illuminating Consciousness or Prakdga is depicted as 
1 The Rsi Gotama, in ancient India, it is sai aerate 
by transferring his sense of sight to his fect, a; said, saw the face of his disciple Vy a 
name Alyse (ie, one who has eyes in his oa) aon has given im 1 
3 This is “ ” . 4 
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seeing himself reflected in the “Pure Mirror” which is his Power as the 
Vimar§a' on which the latter evolves as universe.2. The Vimarsa3 or 
Self-refiection of the Supreme Reality, by which act It knows Itself as a 
perfect Universe, is the Perfect of Supreme Self.* Contrasted with this 
is the relative self,s whose object of experience is partialé compared with 
that of the Supreme Self whose object is All. 

Now, the Supreme Reality makes use of its own Power (viz., Maya)— 
(1) to appear as Supreme Self knowing Itself as a Perfect Universe, and 
(2) to evolve out of Itself a world of correlated finite centres. Unlike the 
finite centre, in which the operation of veiling is partly voluntary and 
partly involuntary, the Supreme Centre? exercises Its veiling power freely 
—that is to say, It is the Lord of Maya? whose creatures the finite centres 
are. In the Upanisads, the Lord has: accordingly been called wielder of 
Maya." To distinguish it from the Maya of the Supreme, the “veil” in a 
finite Centre! has been called Avidya (Ignorance). In Vedanta, the former 
is corstituted by the predominant and lucid principle of unveiling and 
presentation whilst the latter is dark, opaque veiling, This is the first 
distinction between the cosmic case and individual case. 

The second distinction is that whilst in the experience of the Lord 
knowledge of the particulars !2 co-exists with knowledge of the universals," 
in the experience of the finite Centre,'4 knowledge of particulars is com- 
monly possible by the veiling of knowledge of the whole, and vice versa. 
Thus while we are attentively regarding a particular star, we do so at 
the cost of, that is by veiling, the universe of experience we actually have 
at that moment; conversely, if we wish to abandon ourselves to the 
“universe” or the entire “given,” we must disengage ourselves from the 
particular star which especially binds our interest now. Partial, especially 
focussed intuition and impartial and non-focal intuition (in so far as such 
intuition may be possible to a finite Centre) do not co-exist in man with 
an equal degree of psychic intensity, which means that the one must 
be veiled (without being actually effaced) in order that the other may 


1 The objective side of experience. 
2 It should be noted that The order of evolution indicated, though stated as temporal, 


is really logical: it is not a question of first this and then that. Ey 
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rise to clearness and definiteness. In the Lord’s Experience, on the 
other hand, the Fact, the Whole,' need not retire into the shade in order 
that the Fact-Sections? may come into the light, and vice versa. This 
is because Maya which veils is His Maya and Maya does not veil for Him 
who is the controller of it.3 The Lord‘ is both knower of universalss and 
of the particulars,* and both these forms of knowing are cternal? in Him.: 
Therefore they co-exist. 

The third distinction is that while Maya (the veiling and limiting 
Principle which is but Supreme Reality regarded as Power to cvolve as 
the world of finite forms) is immanent in the Experience of the Lord, it 
is transcendent in relation to the experience of a particular Centre. The 
consequences of this are important:—(a) whilst a world of finite forms is 
“objectified” in the experience of the Lord, it is not ejected and localised 
as something alien and existing outside as with man; in other words, 
Space is not a form of that experience in the sense in which it is a form 
with man; accordingly, there is no foreign “matter” secming to exist 
by its own right outside of that experience.» (b) Accordingly, there is no 
need for gradually knowing that foreign outside matter and extending 
control over it in that experience; the Lord is Possessor of Perfect know- 
ledge and power. In the finite Centre, on the other hand, the veil has 
operated in such a way that an alien objective world lies outside of it in 
Space, which it essays to know and control gradually and partially." 
(c) Time also is a measure which is immanent in the experience of the 
Lord; that is to say, the Lord, His experience and His Creation are not 
subject to temporal determination; on the contrary, these transcend 
Time; and what is Timeless in the Lord becomes temporal in relation 
to the subordinate Centres. The Lord’s experience includes idcas of Time 
and Space, but, unlike man’s is not subject to them. 

The Sastric symbols (which are also claimed as real experience of 
the seers) which depict the Lord and His Power—the two being in reality 
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one—as unclad, or nude,! imply this (1) that Supreme Experience which 
is Supreme Reality is an experience of no veil; (2) that though it of course 
involves the veil, it is not applicable to the Wholc,? and that therefore no 
veil can be drawn over it; and (3) that consequently the categories and 
forms of thought such as Time, Space, Causality and so forth by which 
our Pragmatic Facts are dresscd up, though all born out of, and immanent 
in the Complete Experience, are not forms by which the whole itself can 
be dressed up or vehicled. In the above exposition, ‘Lord’ has been taken 
in the sense of the Supreme Personality? which knows Itself as the Com- 
plete “I’’s : it is Perfect Experience making an object of itself. This object 
is Power as Vimarga. Between Perfect Experience and this Supreme I$ 
there is a distinction which will be dealt with again in our study of Perfect 
Experience and how the Tattvas are born out of it. Meanwhile, be it 
observed, that the distinction does not affect the position here stated, 
namely, that the Lord controls the veil, and that Perfect Experience. 
involving Time, Space, Causality and so on, may be described as Experi- 
ence of no veil. It is experience from which nothing has been ejected, 
held back; in which nothing has been ignored. 


VEILING OF CONSCIOUSNESS 


Txoucu the Supreme Reality is only realised in Yoga, the intellect gives, 
it is claimed, warrant in normal experience for the truth of the scriptural 
teaching. Let us then examine and reflect upon such experience. Re- 
curring to the example already given let us suppose ‘we have experience 
of a sound now. Commonly we think and say that our experience is, for 
the time being, of that sound only. This thought, though it does not 
Tepresent to us the whole truth is practically useful. But evidently our 
whole experience at this moment is not confined to that sound. Several 
other sounds besides sights, smells, touches, organic sensations, feelings, 
ideas,-desires and so forth, are in the universe. of experience, though un- 
attended, unnoticed, and therefore veiled and confused. Disengaging our 
interest from the sound which happens to lic on the apex of the curve 
of the presentation, and extending the range of attention, it IS possible to 
explore this given universe. If we do that we shall discover two circumstances 
eo 
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connected with that universe. In the first place, it is indefinable, so that 
no positive bonds can be set to it; we shall never be able to say that it goes 
thus far and no further, that it includes so much and no more. Beyond 
what we have “cxplored” by the search-light of attention, outlying 
vistas of semi-attended or unattended, and therefore morc or less veiled 
and confused, tracts of experience will always lie. In the second place, 
the veiled and confused zoncs are not exactly sub-conscious or subliminal; 
many of them are above “the threshold line”, they constitute actual feclings; 
they, together with the sound which happens for the time being to be 
the point of interest, constitute our actual total experience (or “Fact”) 
of the moment. But though they are above the threshold linc, their curvature 
is low, the summit or apex of the curvature being represented by the 
sound now heard. When these two circumstances connected with the 
Fact have becn discovered, the Veil drawn over the Fact has already 
been to some extent removed. Why not completely removed? We shall 
presently sce. 

Inspection of the Fact will furthcr reveal to us two things. First, 
the whole “universe” involving as it docs change, is sustained, “‘lives, 
moves and has its being” in a boundless and changeless “Ether of Consci- 
ousness”.!' In other words, the Fact is this boundless, changeless, quiescent 
background of Consciousness against which a Stress, infinitely various 
in its motions and forms, is at play. The Fact is thus static and 
dynamic.2 The dynamic, stressing, evolving aspect does not displace 
the static and unchanging aspect. They co-exist; they blend together into 
an inexpressible alogical identity. Man is ever Consciousness as power 
though he commonly does not realize that he is so. He is commonly so 
much taken up with the “Fact-sections,” the Pragmatic “Facts”. When the 
veil of ignorance by which man ignores because of special interests in parti- 
cular elements of Fact! has been so far uplifted as to give him a glimpse 
Sf tae Pilier of Consciousness and Stress playing in it,* then it is that he 
finds, in his own experience, a clue to the fundamental riddle of creative 


1 Cidakiga. This is a familiar conce i i 

1 a i r pt of Upanisad. Tt is not meant that the 

prial ethics is consciousness, for it is a product of Cit, but that consciousness (as Cit) 

gen ect er an all pervading continuum. In a similar way the Sakta Tantras call 
initely vast tract of consciousness the “Ocean of Nectar” set in which is the Bindu 


as the “Isle of Gems” Fr \ natn ts z 
in the logical order AT Wherein is the Supreme Self as the highest concept 


2 ts, s ” ‘4 zs ” ii} 
3 Or Tala cas well as “Gunasraya” and Guņamaya”. 
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evolution, viz., how Reality! evolves as the world-order and yct remains 
eternally what it is;2 how in other words, in one aspect appearing as all 
change it does not in the other aspect change; how, thus, its creative 
energising involves for logical thinking a contradiction—change and 
no change side by side. When man does not ignore himself, he knows 
that he is Consciousness which as the illumining Power? to be remains 
as placid, unchanging, sustaining and illuminating “Ether” of Conscious- 
ness, and as the becoming and illumined aspect“ changes and evolves 
as a world of varied names and: forms;s that the latter aspect, though 
opposite in character to the former, does not prevail by suspending or 
suppressing it. Man has warrant for this unthinkable, alogical blending 
of contraries in his own normal experience. The veil of pragmatic thought, 
when uplifted, will, it is claimed, show this to him. 

The second point is this. The Stress or Power has a triple disposition 
in man. In the symbolic language of the Scripture, the Supreme Bindu 
(lit. Point)* which is fundamental, massive Potency to evolve, ready for 
actual evolution, becomes a triangle? when it attains the condition of 
primary manifestation. Introspection will. shew the “triangle” (the 
“Polar Triangle’ as it may be called)’ in the normal universe of experience. 
One fundamental disposition of Experience shews the polarity of Centre 
(Aham or“I”), its co-ordinate (dam or ““This”) and their active correlation.'° 

Another fundamental of experience is this: There is the aspect of 
Pure Consciousness!! in which man’s universe appears, and by which it 
is revealed or manifested : and there is the aspect of Stress which evolves 
as that universe, The former is the aspect of Being-Consciousness;" the 
latter's is that of Stress-Becoming. By the former the universe is and is 
felt; by the latter it evolves and is determined. The former or revealing 
aspect is Prakāsa; and the latter or determining, “informing” aspect 1s 


! Brahman, Siva and Sakti. 
2Cit, 3 Prakāśa-śakti. 
eee marta daki The word Vimar pos fom, a 
. Vimarśa is that which is handlcd. At s 0 
and the power which i it. It thus ena a similar idea to that expressed by 
the terms Prakrti and Pradhana or that which as its produc is placed in front of an object. 
5 Nima-riipa, that is the psycho-physical ‘sheat ` or bodies of Spirit. 
s In the Sakta symbolism, Bindu means ‘a drop of seed’. 
5 Trikona or Sringata-rapa. 
9 aioe lit. Cle yates eee 
> aN. MUKNO aya — ¢ es lo Truth. zt 2 
1 Vyavahara. Mate Mana Meya is the gist (Sarhgkalitartha) of Sakti. 
1 Gidakaéa, 12 Para-diva, Para Sakti. 
13 Siva-Sakti. 
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Vimarsa. In the experience of a sound, for example, our analysis shews 
three elements: the sound is; it is known, it is determined or “informed” as 
sound and as a particular sound. Thesc elements are of course aspccts of 
one undivided concrete cxperiencc, and should. not be taken as separate 
principles or entities. The aspects which analytic thought yields compose one 
indivisible unity of being. Hence Being and Becoming,! the placid Spiritual 
Ether and the point of Creative Stress,2 Power Holder and Power,3 Brahman 
and Maya are not two, but one; or rather thcy are aspects, sundered apart 
by our analytic thought, of an alogical, ultra-numerical, Fact. Now, since 
the immensity of Fact or Expcrience or Being becomes circumscribed, and 
therefore veiled, in being determined (e. g., when, the total experience of a 
moment is represented as being that of a particular sensation or thought)’, 
it follows that the two aspects,‘ though connected with each other, are 
yet opposed to each other: the former being the revealing aspect of Con- 
sciousness, and the latter the determining, and therefore veiling, aspect of 
Consciousness. But determining or “informing,” though it involves veil- 
ing, is not only that. When, for example, our experience is determind 
as that of a particular sound, the given, ineffaceable immensity of experi- 
ence has undoubtedly been veiled or ignored, for the Universe in itself is 
still undefined and undetermined; and not only has that universe been 
veiled, but the cmphasis of attention has moved from elsewhere to the 
place of the particular sound which, accordingly, now occupies the apex 
of the curve of presentation. The aspect of determining, or the Stress or 
Power by which Consciousness is sclf-dctermined involves, therefore; 
Veiling, Movement and Presentation.s 

The two aspects of Revealing and Veiling* not only oppose each 
other but, as ordinary experience shows and illustrates, they tend towards 
cach other. That is to say, what has been revealed tends naturally and 
gradually to be veiled, and what has been veiled tends naturally and 
gradually to be revealed; what is undefined and unformed tends naturally 
and gradually to be defined and determined as forms, and vice versa.’ This 
mutual play of Revealing and Veiling’—which in the Scriptures is often 
symbolized as the mutual desire? of the “Divine Couple” Siva and 


I 5 ; anp i 
} See a aad vimarta. 2? Cidakaéa and the Bindu as Stress. 


= 4 Prakaéa and Vimaréa 
Tamas, Rajas and Sattva i = pe i 
If veili cal gunas respectively of Sankhya and Vedantic analysis. 
Viera Seki led Avarana Sakti, Movement and Presentation may jointly be call 
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Sakti! is rhythmic not only in the particular centres such as man, but 
in the life of the Cosmos, on account of which there is rhythmic cosmic 
evolution and involution, just as in man there is alternate waking? and 
sleeping. This fundamental tendency shows itself on the physical plane 
as expansion and contraction of mass, on the vital plane as anabolism and 
katabolism and expiration and inspiration, and on the mental plane as 
knowing and ignoring, owning and disowning.* It is fundamental because 
it underlies the entire scheme of cosmic life, and because we fail to deduce 
this rhythm as a result or consequence from another law of operation 
more fundamental than, and therefore antecedent to, itself. It is a primor- 
dial law of the Fact to be rhythmically veiled and revealed, defined and 
undefined.s From homogeneity to heterogeneity evolution proceeds; 
but homogeneity is a condition of implicity’ which condition gradually 
changes into one of explicity,” and this back into implicity. 

It follows that the Veil (that which reduces, contracts, defines, deter- 
mines the universe of Experience) tends—or in view of the law of rhythm 
it. may be said, swings, or oscillates—between two limits, viz., that of 
zero and that of infinity. In other words, the Veil tends to completely 
disappear, and it also tends to infinitely appear. In the former case, 
when it has completely disappeared, we have experience as the whole: 
or Perfect Experience. In the latter case, when it (i.2., the Veil) has 
infinitely appeared, we have that condition of experience which is called 
dissolution? or Cosmic Slcep. 

Infinity, however, may be either of volume or of mass, cither of exten- 
sity or of intensity. When Power becomes infinitely intensive or concen- 
trated its condition is called Bindu or “Point” (of contraction). Such 
intensification or concentration presupposes a condition of Power in move- 
ment which as “heard” by the Absolute Ear is called Nada or “Primordial 
Sound”.!!. Energy must constitute a “field”, and that field must be subject 
damental “Libido”. This. 


«Hence named Kameivara and Kamedvari or the fun A 
erotic” imagery, so objectionable to the prudery from which the Indian as most other 


ancient peoples were happily free, is not peculiar as some suppose to “the Tantras”. 
Y BroUp.: “He indeed yaa ine as man and woman in embrace”. 
t 


z . 3 Susupti. 
erception is an act of “owning”. 


5 See, as to “Elasticity” of Bindu later. 
6 Avya 7Vya 8 Parna. 9 Pralaya. A 
10 Sankoca, ere potency ready to evolve as the contracted productor eis 


‘that is, h 
The Sarada Tilaka says that from the Lord issued Power, from : 
of it which is Nada, and fron. Nada Bindu. ‘This latter becomes threefold as the universe 
of knower, knowing and known. See “The Garland of Letters’. 
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to an actual straining movement, before it can be supposed to be con- 
centrated into a Point. Thisis truc not mercly of so-called physical energies, 
such as sound, heat or light. Heat or light, for example, can each be 
focussed, by means of a concave lens, from a more or less diffused condition. 
In each case, the field must be contracted, the diffused energy must be 
collected together. And this is true of Experience also—it is a law of 
Fact-operation which is the basis and model of all actual world-operations 
on the planes of mind, life and matter. Experience must be given as a 
continuum or universe, and that universe must be stressed and strained 
in a given manner, in order'that attention may focus itself approximately 
in a point. If the placid, quiescent condition of the continuum be called 
Siva, and Movement or Stress be called Sakti, then we see that the Con- 
tinuum in Stress is the active union of the Power-Holder Siva and. Power 
or Sakti, and t is perceived why in the Sakta Tantras such active union 
(depicted, as often is the case, in “erotic” symbolism) is called Nada, 
and also why it is said (carrying out the same symbolism) that Bindu 
(here Seed) issues from such union. 

As an impregnated ovum or germ-cell is the concentrated form of 
the energies of a male and a female, so Bindu is the concentrated form 
of the substance and energy—if we may speak of them separately—of 
the entire perfect universe of Experience. It is the Whole! whose “mass” 
has become concentrated into a point. The Point or Bindu is therefore 
a universe, and the Perfect Universe.! It is the Universe in a potential 
form—the Seed of the Universe. The scheme of the organism is given 
in the seed: the plan of the planetary systems is possibly given in the 
atoms, and this is because all evolution proceeds on the plan of an universe 
being given in, and evolving out of, Bindu.2 

_ In man’s expericrice, the Point of Power? is given and is constantly 
active as “I”—ness. His whole experience has crystallized round the nucleus 
—P. This is not to say that “I”-ness, above “the threshold line,” and 
the Points should in all cases be identified with cach other; the latter 
is there even when and where the former has not actually appeared, but 
whenever the former has appeared, it serves as the manifestation and 
representative of the Point? in the growth of the experience of a given 

1 Pirna 


2 Bi duis called Paramakéa or “Perfect Eth > ? 
i ‘Li 13 wae er”. Cf. also Chhand -Up. which 
discusses the “‘Little Abode" which is also the Perfect Anodetand where fase is upreme 
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Centre. Besides, the “Self” as the representative of the Point! works 
“syb-consciously” too. Now, tis this “Point” which in man, as well as 
in other forms of existence, “‘swells’”2 as the Polar Triangle of the measurer, 
the measured and the measure or measuring,? or Knower, Knowing, 
Known, and also, as it may be said from another standpoint, as that of 
“Base,” “Index” and “Co-efficient” of the Fact.4 It further assumes 
the forms of other Polar Triangles such as Power as Knowing,’ Power 
as Feeling-attitude and Interest,‘ and Power as Willing and Volition.” 
The second Triangle requires explanation. Whenever there is a given 
experience, analysis shows that it has a “Base” or substratum of immediate, 
intuitive feeling, an “Index” or superstructure of ideas and memories 
suggested by the “Base” and a “Co-efficient” or a background or store 
of possibilities or tendencies? which makes the fact change and grow 
like a crystal in appropriate solution. What is called Base and Index 
are commonly spoken of in Psychology as “presentative” and “represent- 
ative” elements, as intuitive and ideational factors. Every perception 
is thus described as a presentative-representative complex. We hear a 
name (say Sankara) uttered. The basc of our experience is not only the 
immediate, direct cognition of the sound, but it is, as introspection will 
show, a wide and undefined mass of many other sounds, sights, smells, 
touches, organic sensations, intuition of being and self and so forth, though 
all this great mass of feeling is, for the time being, masked under the veil 
of inattention and ignorance. The sound Sankara is the place of emphasis 
and conccntration, but it is obviously not the whole of what we immediately 
feel or what is directly presented to us now. This whole body of actually 
given feeling is the Base. The sound Sankara calls up certain memories 
and suggests certain ideas; which memories and ideas associated with 
the name Sankara, constitute the “representative element,” and it 1s by 
them that the sound becomes intelligible, and conveys a meaning to us; 
what is a mere sensation becomes a perception to us. This halo or super- 
structure in, and by, which sensations are supplemented and ondeto 
is the Index. Then again; it is patent to inspection that this complex 0 
impressions and ideas, presentative and representative elements, 18 Sir 
statical, unmoving, unchanging fact. It is an incessantly chianemig a 
growing experience. It changes both at the Bases and at the Index: neither 


1 Ahanta. 2 Uchchiinavastha. 3 Mata, Meya and Mana. 
4 In “Approaches to Truth,” the doctrine is elaborated. 

5 Jnana-éakti. 6 Iccha-sakti. 

7 Kriya-Sakti. 8 Samskara. 
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the mass of sensations nor the halo of suggested ideas ordinarily remains 
the same for two consecutive moments. Now, the tissue of potentials,! 
commonly lying below the threshold line of pragmatic consciousness, 
which makes a given experience change and grow like a crystal in a solution 
of the requisite kind and condition, is the “‘co-efficient” of the fact. The 
co-efficient partly determines what the fact shall be at the next moment. 

We shall not study here the mutual reactions of the Base, Index and 
Co-efficient, but note only this that the first refers to the present tense 
of Time, the second generally to the past, and the last generally to the 
future. The “triangle” is in this sense three-dimensional in Time.? 

The “triangle” involves, and is constituted by, veiling. This veiling 
process can be traced upwards and downwards starting from Perfect 
Consciousness. Perfect Consciousness veils itself when a Centre or Point 
of reference and operation appears in it. Consciousness is “partitioned” 
when it refers itself to and operates through a Centre. It seems to be no 
longer alogical, absolute and impartial when it so refers and operates. 
Ether no longer remains homogeneous, even and undivided when a strain- 
centre appears in it and constitutes a prime atom. By the appearance of 
such centre the mass as well as the energy of Ether becomes relative— 
assuming for one moment that they were homogeneous and uniform 
previously to the appearance of the strain-centres. Similarly, protoplasm 
becomes relative, both as rcgards mass and energy, when it assumes the 
nuclear form and becomes a cell. Lastly, experience becomes relative 
and partial by reason of the appearance of the ego or “I” in it. To be 
relative is to become partitioned or divided in a way. The strain-centre 
in Ether is distinct from, and, in a sense, separate from the rest of ether: 
it is a kind of hedging round. So in the case of the living cell, and in that 
of Self-referring (cither consciously or sub-consciously) experience. Now, 
veiling or contraction is the name that is given to this principle of hedging 
round or differentiation.» It is that which gives us difference,‘ or duality5 
or separatencss. It does so by suppressing or concealing the saméness, 


1 Or tendenci āra, Vāsanā. These ha i i ial 
causé (Sakti) past direct es ese have as their supporting and materia 


ai openbsd, 5, speaks of the “Trikonam” or Triangle of Kalika which repre- 
genis ity especially as Time (Kala), and the Devourer of Time (“Kālasya kālī,” etc.) 
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^ Bheda. 3 Dvaita. 6 Vailaksanya. 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


POWER AS CONSCIOUSNESS 845 


unity and impartiality.! For veiling we must have therefore two circums- 
tances. First there must be differences, separateness and so on. But only 
this is not enough. Therefore, secondly, the whole in which the differences 
exist or appear must be suppressed or concealed in a manner. The whole 
must retire into a cave. The intrinsic strain-centre in Ether suppresses 
or conceals the Mother-Ether itself in this sense that it conserves itself, 
which means that it resists the encroachment of surrounding matter 
upon itself; resists the tendency to dissolution in the sea of ether out of 
which it has differentiated itself; and thereby maintains its own individua- 
lity as a prime atom of specific mass, constitution and energy. By resisting 
it maintains its separateness; and resistance is thus avoidance, rejection. 
The same reasoning applies to the nucleated cell of protoplasm. The 
nucleus is the physical seat and organ of a Principle of specific operation? 
and control, and such operation and control is possible not merely by 
acting upon the given mass of protoplasm and the energy contained in 
it, but also, to a large extent, by resisting the action of the portion of the 
protoplasm not madc into a nucleus.? 

Lastly, in expericnce the Ego acts as:a Principle of specific operation 
and control, by reason of which Perfect Experience, like physical ether, is 
“strained” about a given centre; becomes hedged round or circumscribed, 
and thereby becomes imperfect, finite individual experience—the experi- 
ence of the limited embodied self.‘ By being thus differentiated, such 
experience becomes the accepted and avowed segment of the Perfect 
Universe or Experience which has been pragmatically veiled, ignored 
or disowned. Like the nucleus of a cell of living matter, the Ego represents 
a system of countless tendencies, a system of partialities, of selections 
and rejections. At every moment of its experience, it selects and rejects. 
Pragmatically, its experience is not the Perfect Experience, firstly because 
it is a centre of special differentiation and therefore of circumscription, 
in the latter; and secondly because it selects in, and therefore cuts up; 
even ‘that undefinable universe of experience which is its own “Fact : 
Thus a man may seem to hear a particular sound only in the midst of a 
given universe of experience comprising many sounds, sights, pram 
ar hring th unin non of Yope BEE Gorm on ABR 
Gupta’s Paramarthasara. This recalls the maxim “omnis determinatio est negatio - 

This is what is meant by Maya creating Bheda onl Paa which, as Brih.-Up- 


3 The disintegrati tion is often called in Up. ; ni 
says, assails the “Devas of shel Body and tends to produce “tiredness” in them 
4 Jiva. 5 Samskāra. 
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touches, and so forth; and this given universe is the Perfect Experience 
Strained and differentiated about a given Centre. Man’s acknowledged 
feelings and so forth are therefore doubly removed from the Whole. 

A Centre, whether in “dead” Matter, or in “living” Matter, or in 
Experience represents the metaphysical point or Bindu: which means 
that it is a concentrated, potentialized universe (an infinite sphere whose 
radii have been infinitely reduced), and consequently that it is a seed 
out of which a diffused, distended, actual universe is to evolve again.! 

The Bindu is the Perfect Universe in a condition of maximum veiling 
but infinite potency. If we represent. the Perfect Universe or experience 
by an infinite sphere whosc radius stands for infinite presentation or 
manifestation, then this sphere can be made to represent the Bindu when 
its radius has been infinitely reduced—that is to say, when its manifestation 
has been completely veiled. Sincc the sphere is not merely a mathematical 
sphere, but is dynamic—is a field of operative Powcr, its infinite contraction 
means infinite concentration or compactness of Power, so that the Para 
Bindu? or “Supreme Point” may be conceived as infinitely massive Power 
or Potency,3 which is also, Power ready to evolve the Universe because, 
as further explained later, all evolution must start from Energy massed 
into nuclei or centres.. It is as if an infinite coil of wire or spring were.com- 
pressed infinitcly till, in the limit, it became a Point. The morc it is com- 
pressed, the less become its dimensions and the greater the amount of 
condensed energy or potency. In the limit, imagined when it has become 
a Point, its dimensions become infinitely small, but its potency infinitely 
great. 

That such decrease of dimensions and increase of potency can go 
together, can be shown a posteriori from observed phenomena. Chemical 
action affecting the combination of atoms is, generally speaking, more 
powerful than physical or mechanical action affecting molar and mole- 
cular masses, In fact, greater bulk of operative power in the physical 
universe is probably derived from chemical action. But even chemical 
energy, great as it is, is nothing compared with the energy which is stored 
up in, and sometimes given out, as in radio-activity, by the atom. The 
atom is small but its store of energy is vast. But neither the atom nor 


the electron is infinitely small. Hence the energy of the atom or electron 


1 . 
the onsen E mirad compares the “Sced” to that of a Banyan Tree in which 


2 Also called: ISvara-tattva. 
3 Niratifaya-ghanibhita-Sakti. 
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is not infinitely great. Infinitely vast energy is reached when the meta- 
physical “Point” or Bindu! is reached. 

It is so because Mass is really Energy. Extension of Mass means 
diffusion of Energy. When the Mass is small, the quantity of Energy per 
unit arca is greater than what it would be per same unit area when the 
same Mass occupied a larger volume. Mass, in accordance with the 
highly suggestive pictorial thinking of Faraday, may stand for so many 
and such and such forms of “lines of force”. When Mass occupies a certain 
volume, we have so many lines of force packed together in a given arca; 
when the volume contracts, the same number of lines of force becomes 
more closely packed together, so that, arca for area, we now have force 
of a greater intensity. The Atom is matter in which lines of force are very 
closely conglomerated; in the Electron they must be still more closely 
packed, till we arrive at the dynamic “Point” in which they are infinitely 
closcly packed, which means that in it force is infinitely intense. The 
dynamic Point is thus the “limit” in the mathematical sense of the “close 
packing” of lines of force ad nfinitum.? 

Now, for onc moment let us consider evolution as it should be under- 
stood in this system.3 It is a condition of cosmic dis-equilibrium. The 
stresses of centres do not ncutralize one another so long as creative movc- 
ment gocs on. Placed in such a ficld of disequilibrium or unequal tensions, 
a Dynamic Point or Bindu must tend to expand or swell.‘ That is to say. 
its infinitely closely packed lines of force (to continue the analogy of Elec- 
trical Science) will tend to distend or spread. Which again means that 
its infinite potency must commence to distribute itself about it as a “field”. 
Such swelling of the Point is illustrated on the different planes of creation. 
In Matter it is represented by universal radio-activity. Every material 
particle allows its fount of energy to flow out in streams of radiation: 
and cach material centre becomes surrounded. by a ficld of force.* What 
Science now calls Atom is itself such a field—a little universe of revolving 
protons and electrons. Even these latter, being of finite magnitude, must 


l dt E thus called Ghanibhita or condapea maed Power. 

is is carama or niratisaya ghanibhiva o: ti. ae. 3 

3 Srsti, which is here ued in its sense as evolution (Parinama) Bet of ote! 

whether “out of nothing” or out of pre-existent material. Cosmic Evo lationis aes 

folding or makirig explicit of what is implicit in Sakti. ‘The cause remeins Wis yf" 

and yet appears differently in the effect. The difference between this Pala ohne 
vada and the Vivartta of Mayavada lies in the fact that the former regards th 


as real and the latter as neither real nor unreal. 
4 Uchchiinavastha. 5 Sce Śvctāśvatara-Up., VI. 10. 
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be of the nature of “fields”. In the world of Life, the cell of protoplasm 
s a field round about a nucleus. In a nutritive solution the cell “‘swells” 
and then splits up, divides, subdivides. In this way the cell multiplies 
itself, and then by integration and co-ordination creates organisms.! The 
material.atom also multiplies itself in this sense that, in radio-activity, 
it gives out radiations each of which is a centre of force ejected from the 
body of the parent atom. By ejecting such new centres, it creates its field 
of influence, and slowly recreates itself. In Mind, too, the Self, which 


represents the “Point”, swells and thercby evolves itself{—in knowlddge, - 


feeling and action. Apart from such “swelling” or “ficld”, the Self is a 
point at which countless tendencies? are, so to say, infinitely closely packed 
together. To use another physical analogy, it is the point at which the 
battery of infinitely condensed mentative cnergy can be discharged as well 
as that at which it can be charged again. By continuous discharge, it 
ejects lines of stress, (i.e., action and reaction) in all directions: and through 
and upon these lines of stress, its world of limited Experience evolves, 
starting from infancy. By these stresses again the battery or condenser 
is recharged—new tendencics are impressed. In its discharges upon the 
physical universe, the mentative force flows out at the point of the Self, 
and is converted into physical force by the mechanism of the brain centres 
which, accordingly, may be regarded as “converters”. However that 
be, the Selfis like a tap which, pressed in and out, discharges and recharges 
the infinite condenser or reservoir of Power or Sakti which every limited 
self essentially is. And not only is that self3 so; organic matter is so; the 
atom of inorganic matter is so; the living cell of protoplasm is so; in fact, 
everything is so in which the Bindu or Dynamic Point of Power operates 
and tends to attain to the state of readiness for evolving action.‘ It should 
be noted further that this tendency, fundamental as it is, is rhythmic; 
that is to say, therc is alternate expansion’ and contraction® of the Bindu, 
m creation and dissolution, in life and death, in waking and slumber. 
And such rhythm ought on principle to be traceable in the “‘life-curve”’ 
of even the so-called “dead” atom of matter. 

It has been already observed that in expansion the Dynamic Point 
tends to assume the form of the Dynamic Triangle7—that is.to say, 2 

! That even the formed body or ism is a radiating field of “ etic” energy 


proved by the laboratory researches of Western Scientists. Cf. the well-known 


een orans that aner Prana radiates out (Śvetāśvatara-Up., III. 18). 
5 Vikāśa. 6 Sathkoca. : Uchenhünävasihi: 
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triangle whose lines and points are not mathematical lines and points 
only, but are lines and points of force—a circumstance which can be 
aptly described by calling the triangle a “Polar Triangle”.! A Triangle 
in comparison with the Point, is a condition of unveiling manifestation. 
It becomes a Point again when the boundary lines or sides are made to 
shrink infinitely. The three poles are drawn infinitely close together, 
that is, are ultimately made to coincide. The Point or Bindu is, in one 
sense, the condition of maximum veiling or non-manifestation. It is 
infinitely condensed Power, but so long as it remains what it is, the lines 
of operation of Power are, so to say, packed up, that is unmanifest. But 
if by manifestation we mean the condition of being given as Power, the 
Bindu is, as the Perfect Universe, the state of maximum manifestation. 
It is Complete Being-ness.? In it nothing is held back, nothing is incomplete, 
partial. Since again all operation, all movement, of whatever kind in the 
world, presupposes and starts from the Bindu it really means infinite 
potency to move and cvolve. 

In the Upanisads Brahman has often been described as smaller than 
the smallest,3 and larger than the largest.‘ Now, if by Brahman we mean 
Perfect Experience or Universe, then we sce how aptly the description 
applies to Brahman, particularly if we are careful to take the Bindu for what 
it really is. 


PURE EXPERIENCE 


Tue term ‘pure’ as appended to experience may mean three things. First, 
it may mean the unbounded Ether of Consciousness: in which an infinitely 
varied world of experience is in the stress of becoming. Whatever is felt 
and known, hoped and wished, in fact all the varied experiences of the 
limited self, appear and disappear, rise and fall, like waves in an infinite 
sea of Consciousness. Like clouds and myriads of heavenly bodies in Aice 
again, moving and revolving, men’s experiences move and. change, live, 
Move and have their being” in a perfectly placid Ether of Consciousness. 
Man’s spiritual existence is never at any moment simply the E 

| TEg., the Kā ā i ābi Parasiya or “Sun” 
na pei or Ma fs eee Ta 
“Moon”. See “The Garland of Letters”. The triangle is the symbol of unity with diversity 


Tlie, ¢xPeriencer ienci d the experienced universe tridimensional matter. 
The Triangle rearing ea its bases the Siva or Rowen holes eet iha reversed triangle 
ean cxagon tkona) is the union eed 
h Pürna-Santā. momen a Gan 4 Māhatomahiyān. 
3 Cidākāsa or Ākāsātmā. 
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of the modes of experience that he may have at that moment. For prag- 
matic reasons, he commonly ignores many of the modes themselves: he 
is commonly partial to a few and regards these as all that he possesses at 
that moment. But these are not all that is ignored; what is generally 
ignored, though it cannot be even for a single moment effaced or shut out, 
is the placid background or atmosphere of Consciousness in which all 
appearances take place. This placid Spiritual-Ether is patent to intuition,! 
though being the Primary Continuum, the fundamental Basis and Light 
of all lights,2 or Light of existence itself, it is not capable of being expressed 
except in terms of analogics which are themselves its inferior forms. Thus 
it is called Ether, Space, Illumination, and so forth. The Sastra itself 
occasionally uses these and other analogies. Now, as man’s spiritual 
being is never simply the sum-total of the modes of experience (as the 
sea is not simply the sum of its waves, or ether of the physical masses), 
so, conversely, his spiritual being is not reduced to nothing by eliminating 
or effacing the modes of experience. Modes may vanish but experience 
as such must remain: waves may die down, but the sea itself will remain 
placid.» This indeed is the quiescent, placid aspect of man’s being— 


the Siva aspect. Against it we have the stressing, dynamical, moving and . 


changing aspect—the Sakti aspect. This experience as such, this universal, 
unlimited, ineffaceable (though commonly ignored) Ether or Mother- 
stuff of Experience, perfectly placid and homogencous, impartial, and 
undirected, is Pures Experience. 

This Pure and Primary Ether of Consciousness is immanent in the 
ordinary life of experience: it is given and cannot but be given, but it is 
generally not suspected; it is ignored. General and impartial Consciousness 
48 never suppressed or superseded by particular, and partial ‘“conscious- 
ness”, It is always patent to intuition. But it is transcendent also. First, 
in the sense that it is never exhausted, taken up by particular consciousness, 
like Ether by the physical masses in, and of, it. It goes beyond. Immense 
or indefinable as the varied world of experience is, it is larger than 
that immensity. Secondly, it is transcendent in the sense of being the 


' Realizable in what Maitri-U U3 ” i i 
p- calls “‘manah-ksha’ l way of Mind) 
and the Sak aaea and other Tantras calls “Unmani Miva ae tle ness 
As Br.-Up., calls it. i 


> Thus in Mahāpralaya which is cosmic slumbe inati l 
i ‘ r all det ti effaced. al 
paneas are withdrawn; but consciousness as such does oleen Baars 
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fourth,! that is higher than, and going beyond, the three ordinary states of 
waking, dreaming and dreamless slumber. In this fourth? form, apart from 
the changing modes of the lower three (in which also it'is undoubtedly 
immanent), it can be realized in that form of super-consciousness known 
to Yoga? in which Consciousness is realized as such in its non-differentiated, 
impartial, placid form only—apart from all veiling differences? or modes 
or determinations. Even ordinary intuition establishes that it is immanent 
in the three states of waking, dreaming and slumbering. It therefore 
always persists, and unchangingly persists; because even in the three 
states, when Consciousness appears and evolves as the three states, it still 
remains as the sustaining and illuminating, placid and impartial Ether 
of Consciousness;4 because in this aspect it does not change while appear- 
ing to change as the world of forms.’ Accordingly, the Mayavada of Sankara 
and of Gaudapadas his grand-preccptor, which defines ‘reality’ as abso- 
lutely unchanging persistence, regards the Ether of Consciousness? alonc 
as the transcendental real, whilst the world which appcars and changes 
in it is pragmatically real,’ though relative to’ the transcendent real,? 
“unreal”10 in the term of non-persistence. This, however, is a matter 
of definition only. 

Pure Consciousness, in the sense of the Primary Ether,!! is patent to 
intuition which involves the turning of the light of attention in upon the 
Self and its experience. Intuition like outwardly directed attention, may 
be cither pragmatic and centralized (7.e., referring to and condensed 
about a centre), or non-pragmatic and a-centric.2 The latter is an essay 
to review and accept the Fact as such, without allowing attention to be 
restricted to, and therefore concentrated on, pa icular sections or features 
therein such as particular sensations or feelings. The latter is not therefore 
swayed by special interests. It looks upon and orders experience in 1ts 


concrete entireness. Now, to this a-centric, non-pragmatic intuition, the 


a Q sina 3 lates 
1 Māndūkya-Up. in particular, describes the four pādas” of Aunan, and correla 
them to the Tone matras Er Om. The four states are: (1) ““Vahih-prajna a Ming aeni 
ugh the sense of external perception and action); (2) 'Antah-prajna (w a ame 
feeds on its own ideas and samskāras); (3) “Ghana-praymn consciousness i ; 
undifferentiated as in dreamless slumber); and (4) “Santa the Supreme State. 
2Turlya, Nirvikalpa Samadhi. 
3 Višeşa. 4 Gidakaéa or Siva. : 
seray as such in contrast with reality S it S is 
aramarthika sa z 
i-Srstivada form of Maya-vada. 
bahar Cidakasa. 


“ 'Akşara” and “ksara”. 


® Vyavaharika sat. This is not recognised by 
9 Paramarthika sat. 10 Asat. “Seed”. 13 Raga 
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Ether of Consciousness, with a universe of varied experience living, moving 
and having its being in it, is patent. Then again this Spiritual and Ultimate 
Ether can be established by the method of Conceptual Limit and that 
of Perceptional Limit. In using the first we ask ourselves this question: 
What ultimately, ìe., in the limit, remains when we imagine or think 
away all modes, all particular determinations from the Fact or Universe 
of Experience? The latter method is approached and incompletely applied 
in many normal (¢.g., just going to wake, or just falling asleep) and ab- 
normal (¢.g., certain kinds of so-called “unconsciousness,” anzsthesia 
and so forth) experiences in which particular determinations tend more 
or less closely to the vanishing point without vanishing actually and 
absolutely. This method is said to be perfectly applied—so that the parti- 
cular determinations of world-experience vanish and the Ether of Cons- 
ciousness? alone remains—in the supreme Joga experiencc.3 In the process 
of this Yoga, the common “Polar Triangle” of experience contracts into 
Bindu, and this latter dissolves, as an intrinsic strain-centre may be ima- 
gined to dissolve in ether, in the strain-less and stress-less Ether of Con- 
sciousness. 

In the second place, Pure Experience can be taken to mean Experience 
which is not limited and conditioned and opposed by that which appears 
to be not Experience. Although really all is experience, yet ordinary 
experience seems to be limited, conditioned and opposed by what is 
commonly believed to be not experience, €g., by matter. There is thus 
the alien, objective, extra-mental enveloping order for the limited self. 
It is a system of correlated centres which are not believed to be co-essential 
with the experiencing self. Its experience is thus the result of the stresses 
of this external system of centres and those of other centres which are the 
limited knowing self. Thus duality is involved in the common position 
in life. The selves are reals en ing themselves into the’spatial, tem- 
poral and causal background of a Reality larger than themselves. Each 
has his own sphere or “field”. With respect to the larger Reality, man’s 
} e though it may be to intuition) is part 
Or section.* But suppose we look at the Reality itself disengaging our 
attention from the Sections. Sections are not indeed lost in that case: 
they lie imbedded in the immense Whole.s And what is this immense 
—_—_—————ee 

i See “Approaches to Truth’ Jast section, 
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Whole? Experience and nothing but experience. There is no longer an 
alien, objective order conditioning and opposing Experience. Duality is 
gone. Reality as the Whole! is Purc Experience, not indeed in the first 
sense explained before, but in this that experience is not opposed by any- 
thing, (¢.g., matter) which is, or believed as, non-experience.2 Suppose 
also, on the other hand, we begin with an individual sphere of experience, 
and gradually extend its boundary. The “alien” system of mind, life 
and matter centres which, in their mutual action and reaction on the 
given centre, constitute the objective order, is recognised as co-essential 
with the given centre itself, that is, as Consciousness? and its Power; 
Reality in the infinite richness of its expression is recognised as Cif, or 
Consciousness, and in its infinite varicty of functioning as the play‘ of 
Cit-Sakti or Consciousness as ‘Powcr. 

Perception is (though we commonly do not suspect it) an act of owning; 
that is, establishing an cssential identity between Sclf and Not-Self, Spirit 
and Matter.s The essential Basis or Common Factor of all existence, 
whether objective or subjective, is this Consciousness. Every act of per- 
ception brings out this common factor, without, however, the action 
ordinarily suspecting it. Everything is in, and of, Cit; the Subject-Centre 
as well as the system of Object-Centres. In such “‘knowledge”’¢ therefore, 
experience is the Whole? again; and since then there remains nothing 
other than, and conditioning and opposing, experience, we may call 
such experience Pure Experience, i.e., Experience and nothing else. 

In the third place, ‘Pure’ may mean ‘of one kind or quality’. Per- 
fection of purity in this sense is of course reached in the Ether of Conscious- 
ness which is undifferentiated (therefore having no qualitative variations) 
experience.t But apart from this, and in degrees inferior to this, man 
may have uniform experience which arc, therefore, pure in this sense- 
In his ordinary experience there are, for example, the three poles of Base, 
Index and Co-efficient explained above. Base stands for immediate, 
direct perceptions or intuitions;? Index for actually recalled and suggested 


Si Pürpa as Gitevarapa. māsmi ingi 

2 This is the EAE of “Sarväsmi” or “Brahma i?——I am all: nothing aoia 
than, alien to, Atman. “Pure Experience” in the first sense would be — a ced?’ Git. 
Niranjano'ham," “Buddha-jndn ‘amasmi” — i.e. I am pure, hundifferen: 
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elements, gathering around intuitions and constituting their “halo” of 
meaning. Co-efficient stands for tendencies! by, and in, which the given 
experience grows and changes like a crystal in the requisite solution. 
Now, suppose we imagine an Experience which is all Base with no Index 
and no Co-efficient; that is, an experience which is wholly, in all its 
elements, actual, direct, immediate.2 Nothing is, or requires to be, recalled 
or suggested; nothing which is merely possible (¢.¢., tendency) is, or 
requires to be, actualized. Then this is Pure experience in the sense of 
being of one kind or order. It should be noted in this connection that in 
dreamless slumber,? the Co-efficient is at its maximum, Index is almost 
nil, and Basis at its minimum, being only a vague, undifferentiated but, 
as the Sastra tells us, pleasant‘ feeling of being. In dreams all the threc 
poles exist, though the emphasis seems to lie on that of the Index. However 
that be, Pure Experience which makes the Base the whole of Experience, 
which is not limited by any unrealized tendencies or possibilitics, and 
which has no admixture of any element that is only a suggestion of another, 
not directly given, is experience which, in a sense, is wholes or Perfect. 

Similarly, experience which is only statical or only dynamical will be 
pure in the sense of being of one kind. The Sankhyan self? or Vedantic 
Ether of Consciousness? is purely statical:9 it is perfect quiescence. San- 
khyan Prakrti though not recognised as Consciousness-Experience in 
Sankhya, is purely dynamical, because it always moves, whether homo- 
geneously'® or variedly. Sakti in Sakti-vada is essentially Consciousness- 
Power; and Consciousness, has both a statical, quiescent aspect and a 
dynamical, stressing aspect. But quiescent Consciousness!? is also Power,” 
in this sense that Consciousness remains and continues as such (that is, 
unchanged) by its Power: it persists, it conserves itself. If to suffer a change 
implies power, not to suffer a change also implies it. In fact, persistence 
or self-conservation is one of the fundamental expressions of Power—the 
Power by which Reality or Substance is constituted and held together 
as such. Hence if we say that Siva in one sense is pure rest, we must say 
that in another sense He is pure motion or action. A substance that merely 


‘ Samkaras 2A) : 
; eee: gree) I slept. I knew nothing”. 
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stops but docs not persist, does not continue, is one that is dead and gone. 
To persist or continuc, it must move or act; though, to ensure unchanged 
continuance, it must be absolutely uniform, invariable or pure action. 
Its acticn is analogous to uniform movement of Sankhyan Psycho-physical 
Principle! Hence Siva is actionless? as well as (as Sakti) acting, not 
merely as, and in the aspect of the changing world but even as Ether of 
Consciousness.4 These two aspects (actionless and acting) of Siza in the 
Ether of Consciousness‘ do not however contradict each other: they do 
not constitute duality. They are merely two ways (from man’s point of 
vicw) of expressing onc and the same fact. Siva-Experience is therefore 
really non-dual experience,’ one essentially indivisible experience, and 
is, therefore, according to the definition stated, Pure Experience. 

Power is both Power to persist and to change. It is the latter which 
is commonly called Power,’ though, as we have seen, the former is equally 
so. Pure action is commonly regarded as no action, pure movement as 
rest. It is so regarded because commonly and practically man is interested 
in change or variation. But this is, for reasons above explained, a pragmatic 
and partial view. In the complete view, rest and pure action can both 
be predicated of Siva as Ether of Consciousness,* because they mean the 
same thing; they express one non-dual> Fact. 

On the othcr hand, Powers is that aspect of Consciousness in which 
it stresses and changes as the world-order. As such changing action is 
commonly called action or movement, Power‘ is regarded as the moving, 
acting dynamical aspect of Consciousness.” If Consciousness? which is 
the essence of Power,’ be veiled, that is unrecognised, then Power‘ 1s 
the creative Impulse that continuously changes as the world—there 
being no rest, no endurance, no permanence. Such Powers becomes 
acceptable to such philosophies as that of Heraclitus of old and of Bergson 
to-day. But it is essentially a power of Consciousness;’ there is no warrant 
for going bcyond and behind Consciousness? in searching for the common 
root of the world and .experience. And though Powers 1s dynamic, is 
Movement, it cannot but be set against, and sustained by, a quiescent 
background of Consciousness,” the Ether of Consciousness,* the Supreme 
Siva. In fact, an all-change, all-movement view of Reality cannot be 
assumed without destroying the warrant of experience, the only warrant 


1 Prakțti. 2 Niskriya. 5 Sakriya. 
4 Cidākāśa. 5 Advaita ‘Sakti 
7 Cit. 8 Cidākāśa. The Mother is Cidripini. 
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and sanction of unimpeachable authority that man possesses. Not only 
does Sakti presuppose Siva; Sakti is Siva. She is that not merely in the 
sense that She is Cit as Power to move, act and change; but also in the 
sense that She is Cites Power to persist; in other words, Sakti, though 
dynamical, also possesses the essential character of the Ether of Conscious- 
ness,!_ of Substance and Reality. As such Ether! is statical in one sensc 
(ie. in the sense of unchanging) and dynamical in another (7.¢., in the 
sense of persisting or continuing), so Sakti is dynamical in one sense (i.e. 
in the sense of moving and changing), and statical in another (7.e., in the 
sense of persisting as such). Sakti is always Sakti; She is cternal,? in creation 
and dissolution, in action as well as in rest, in latency as well as in potency; 
She becomes never other than Sakti and is never dissociated from Siva 
or Git. Even Perfect Power cannot do away with itself—cease to be other 
than Power. Now, ifthe experience of such Ether, quiescent and persistent, 
was pure experience according to the definition given, so must be that 
` of Sakti, moving and persisting as such. The latter like the former scems 
to involve a contradiction in itself—movement and persistence. But, as 
in the former, the contradictories blend into one non-dual‘ fact in the 
complete view, having arisen only from the circumstances of man’s partial 
and pragmatic survey. To know (realize) Sakti is therefore pure Experience. 


PERFECT EXPERIENCE 


Perrect Experience can be best described by the negative method.‘ 
The Ether of Consciousness? as undifferentiated pure Consciousness, 
is also describable by the negative method. One is, however, not exactly 
the other. In the first place, Perfect Experience is an Experience of no 
veiling.» Veiling treats and disturbs experience fundamentally by setting 
up Dynamic Points or Centres of strain and stress, whereby Experience 
becomes referred to, determined and limited by the action and reaction 
of, correlated Centres. Centralized cxpericnce is essentially veiled and 
cramped experience. Then, secondarily and incidentally, veiling proceeds 
to create aspects and poles in experience. Thus there arise such distinctions 

'Gidakasa,_ The Mother is Cidripint. 2Ni 

ane aah Sakti-rahito, na śaktir vyatirekini (Siva Dain III, 23). 
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as that between actual experience and possible experience, presentations 
and tendencies,! conscious and sub-conscious expericnce; that between 
clear, accepted experience, and obscure, ignored experience; actual 
experience and pragmatic experience; that between the “Fact” and 
“Fact-Section”; experience and beyond; that between statical aspect 
and dynamical; changing and unchanging; and.so on. Briefly it limits 
experience firstly by setting up separate “universes” in it; secondly by 
cutting up cach universe into aspects and planes such as statical-dynamical, 
actual-possible, latent-patent; thirdly, by making man partial to sections, 
pragmatically unmindful of the whole. Now, in Perfect Experience the 
veil must go in all these three forms. In other words, Perfect Experience 
cannot be limited to particular “universes,” to particular aspects and 
planes, and to particular sections or features. Conversely, an Experience 
which is that of a particular Centre operative as such: which is statical 
only or dynamical only; which is actual in part and possible in part; 
which is accepted in sections: and ignored in the whole; —is not Perfect 
Experience. 

In the second place, Perfect Experience, which is also the Supreme 
Fact, is alogical.2 It cannot be reached and expressed by the logical 
categories. For instance, the Supreme Fact is not a numerical Fact: one 
and many are categories which do not apply to it. So as regards the cate- 
gories of Time, Space, Causality. Fact is not now and then, here and 
there, cause and effect. But, then, two things are to be noted as regards 
the alogicality of Perfect Experience. First, though transcending all 
categories, it involves them all. That is, categorics of quantity, quality, 
relation and modality are all immanent in it; arise out of the Power of 
Consciousness;+ relate to particular determinations wrought by that 
Power; and therefore to all “Fact-sections” contained, and even to their 
sum total.4 Thus Consciousness,’ both in the sense of Ether of Conscious- 
nesss and that of Perfect Experience, is unreachable by thought and 
discourse.‘ This is the true characterization’ of Consciousness as Cit: 
Secondly, we may have nevertheless an approximate characterization,? 


1 Samskiras, z 
2Parā Samvit which is Tattvātīta or Beyond the Tattvas or Power defined in a 


particular way. put one. 2 
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based upon man’s experience and thought: that though the categorics 
of judgment do not apply to the fulness and perfectness of experience 
(which is therefore alogical), yet some concepts come nearer to it than 
others, and therefore some concepts may be thought as giving an approxi- 
mate representation of it. It is thus allowable to speak of it as one, immense 
and infinite, whole and perfect.1 Nevertheless, in seeking to completely 
possess and express the alogical by means of logical concepts, we ultimately 
discover ourselves as dealing in contradictions. To think of the unthinkable, 
to speak of the unspeakable, involves, ipso facto, contradiction. And since 
man cannot help sometimes thinking and speaking of his Expcrience, 
in its perfectness as well as in its segments, his thought does sometimes 
necessarily involve contradiction. We should expect it rather than be 
surprised. 

For example, we find, in thinking about Consciousness and the 
World, that Git does not and also does change: that it stresses and changes 
as the world, and yet it remains unchanged as Pure Cit. In trying to 
cure this logical defect, we commonly do two things. We say either with 
Mayivida Vedanta that from the absolute standpoint changing is unreal, 
that Cit does not really change at all; or with Sākta and some other forms 
of Vedanta that changing and unchanging are both real, and that they 
relate to two aspects of Consciousness.2 But in either solution the con- 
tradiction remains unsolved. The former soon finds that contradiction 
turned out by one gate inevitably returns by another. Maya or the 
“hypnotic suggestion”: by which unchanging Consciousness? appears as the 
changing world is said to be neither real nor unreal,‘ nor partly real and 
partly unreal, and hence inscrutable; Contradiction thus reappears in 
the statement of Maya, and inscrutableness or alogicality is ultimately 
recognised as the only answer. The crux of the whole problem is this: 
Though of course the changing world is not real in the sense of ‘being 
persistent in the three tenses of time,’s yet it is there in a way: and it can 
Soe = oe it does not exist? And this changing existence (call 

1s this, together with Sat, Cit, Ananda, which i i - 
eaaa yaaa on that abaya applis fo Brehinany and ich never best 


3“Indrajala,” 
| Sadasad-vilaksan3, Tattva-tattvabhyam ani ; a 
has it. See also Sarvasiropanigat for definition of Macho =) O ara's Commentary 
7 Non-exiztent lik __ ° Kalatrayavadhitatvam. 

existent like the aerial flower, hare’s horn, child ofa barren woman, etc. The 


world ot ERS 2 T 
however the position ofthe. AEN RA See Nee aT E 


gnises only Parmarthika forms. 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


POWER AS CONSCIOUSNESS 359 


it unreal if to change is to be unreal) of the world-experience side by side 
with unchanging existence of Pure Experience! is a Gordian knot which 
(some may say) we do not either untic by any thcory of cosmic hypnosis, 
or cut by any logical or dialectic weapon. It is best to frankly recognise 
that Reality (though Consciousness? itself) in its wholeness is alogical, 
and that, therefore, any attempt, direct or indirect, to clothe it in logical 
concepts must involve us in contradiction. 

Neither is the contradiction solved by splitting up Experience into 
aspects. Aspects help us to imagine pictorially different functionings of 
one substance; but, as for understanding, they tell us no more than this 
that the functionings, and therefore, the corresponding powers are different, 
and that they are experienced as such. Consciousness? by its quiescent,? 
mind-transcendent* Powers remains the Pure Ether of Consciousness‘ 
or Siva; and by its active, stressing? immanent-in-mind® or involved 
Powers changes as world-experience. This is, from the point of view 
of understanding, no more than saying that Consciousness? exercises 
two different (and one may say, opposed) functions, and that we do not 
know how and why. In spiritual intuition, not swayed by any pragmatic 
interests whatever, Consciousness? is beyond the antithesis of quiescent 
and moving;? beyond the antithesis of active and passive, agent and 
patient:'© beyond the antithesis of negation and affirmation;" and even 
beyond “thatness” or the antithesis of this and that, immanent and trans- 
cendent.2 ‘Beyond’! here means this: Consciousness? while presenting 
to thought the antitheses, polarities or dualities of active-passive and so 
forth, is not, in its completeness, summed up and expressed by those 
correlatives. It is Absolute.“ The correlations are, however, not to be 
dismissed as mere illusion or an unreal imposition (“unreal” even in 
Mayavada means something different); since it is Consciousness? itself 
which, primarily as the Supreme Centre or “Ps and secondarily, as 
Finite Centres or the individual Egos,'* thinks itself in and as such cor- 
relations. 


1 Tn Jagrat, Svapna and Suyupti as immanent, in Turiya or Samidhi a iranscontee 

2 Cit. 3 Santa. 4 Unmani. D 
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For example, again, let us ask this: is Consciousness—without or 
with aspects?! In Kundalini yoga? we have the “place” beyond the sixth; 
Centre where there is the thousand-petalled lotus representing perfect 
dynamic‘ Reality, Universe or Experience as well as the per static 
Voids which represents pure Reality or Experience.é This is to say that 
contradictions meet here in non-dual? experience. So that it is ‘beyond’: 
all categories of dual experience? as well as the “Supreme’’!® of all cate- 
gories—the “Limit” of all definitions. Thus it is Supreme Reality in its 
aspect as the source of all which is partial: supreme Time,? supreme 
Ether, supreme Sound, supreme Speech, infinitcly concentrated Power, 
and supreme Siva and Sakti.) Even ordinary experience, reviewed apart 
from pragmatic interests, indicates such a solution of contradictories in 
a way; but for a perfect proving appeal must be made, however, to Su- 
preme Experience—that is, Experience of the yogi beyond the sixth Centre.3 
“Supreme” in the above characterizations means an experience which 
subsumes all dual and imperfect experiences; which, with reference to 
Centres, becomes dualized and polarized as subjective-objective, active- 
passive, statical-dynamical experiences.'s When, for example, it has been 
said the Experience has both statical and stressing aspccts,'* it remains 
to be recognised that there is an Aspect of Experience of which both these 
are dual, polarized manifestations, and which therefore is not in itself 
completely expressed either by the one or by the other. This fuller Aspect 
is the Supreme Aspect.!7 So also as regards subjective-objective and other 
polarities. 

Let our next question be this: is Consciousness as Cit statical or 
dynamical ? Whether Western psychologists may or may not agree, it 
has generally been patent to Indian thought that Consciousness presents 
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two aspects—the unmoving, undifferentiated aspects of ‘“Consciousness- 
Ether,” and the moving, diversified aspect of particularized experiences. 
Now, Consciousness as Perfect Experience (i.¢., in its Supreme Aspect) 
involves and subsumes both: is alogical and cannot be defined or char- 
acterized by either. Any attempt to treat logically (i.e., by categories) 
the Alogical and Perfect Experience will lead sooner or later to a tangle 
of thinking. Suppose one were to say first that Perfect Experience is moving 
evolving ad infinitum. But how can Experience be perfect which ‘is in the 
making, which is unevolved ? How can knowledge be perfect the bounds 
of which are ever widening and widening ? Shall we say, then, that 
Perfect Experience is not an “Ideal” merely, realizable in an infinitely 
distant time, but that it is an actual Fact, that it is completely realized, 
evolved and statical ? The Perfect! has no need to move, and it does 
not move. It has nothing to add to it: no deficiencies to supply; no ends 
to realize. Why should it move, or change ? But this view also involves 
difficulties. The whole! does not move; but the parts imbedded in it, 
the experience of the Centres living in it, do move. Now, how can the 
whole be imagined to remain unchanged, unmoved, while the parts in 
it are changing and moving ? To say with Méyd-vdda that the parts and 
their changes are unreal is no solution for those who cannot but accept 
their reality. To say again that the changes of the parts neutralize one 
another and do not therefore disturb the equilibrium of the whole is no 
solution either, for the analogy of physical equilibrium cannot be ex- 
tended fully to Experience which to be full! must sum up the experiences 
of the parts, must subsume the changing experience of the parts. Hence 
we find ourselves between the horns of a destructive dilemma in attempting 
to “rationalize” the whole.! 

The dilemma is this: to say that Perfect experience changes and 
evolves is to deny that it is Perfect; and to say that experience 1s unchanging 
and statical is to deny that it is the whole of Experience as it actually aa 
But äs a whole it must be either moving or unmoving. There sno logical 
escape from the dilemma.? In spiritual intuition, the wholet is alogical, 
and, to the analytic understanding, it presents the two aspects of statical 


and dynamical, It is known as the whole! in spite of all immanent move- 


ments; additions and subtractions do not affect it, as expressed by the 
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mystical saying—“even if the whole! be subtracted from the whole,! the 
whole! remains.”2 

The question whether Perfect Experience is subjective or not, will 
be found, if pressed home, to lead to a similar dilemma. By subjective 
experience is meant an experience that is referred to and “owned” by a 
Centre or Self. If, therefore, we hold that Perfect Experience is subjective, 
we must imagine a Perfect Centre or Sclf as the owner of it. In other 
words, we must define Perfect Experience as the experience of the Lord.3 
Approximately, that is, to the highest reach of our understanding and ex- 
pression, it is so, of course. Perfect experience, in so far as it can be owned 
at all, can be owned only by the Supreme Selfs That is to say, after 
alogical non-duals Perfect Experience has been polarized into the aspects 
mentioned,® there arises the relation of owner and owned, subject and 
object, and Perfect Experience thus polarized, becomes the experience 
of the Supreme Subject or Lord. It is obvious from this that the Perfect 
Experience which is polarized into aspects and the “Perfect” Experience 
which as one aspect is owned by another aspect, are not logically of the 
same order. The former is extralogical. The Lord? owns and makes 
an object of Perfect Experience. To express it in other terms, the Lord,? 
is the highest logical construction? (not fiction) that man can put upon 
alogical Perfect Experience. This, however, is not to say that the Lord 
is “our” construction merely. For the existence of the Supreme Centre 
and for the Supreme Experience owned by it man, according to Vedanta, 
possesses as sure a guarantee as he possesses for his own sclf and his own 
experiences. It is more than a mere speculative idea. The Lord is the 
Brakman and the mind which conccives Him is the work of His Power. 

Before we pass on, it should be observed that “Perfect” and “Supreme” 
as epithets applied to the Lords’ Experience mean perfect or supreme in 
the logical order or hierarchy in which we, togethcr with countless other 
centres, are placed. The Lord is the “Limit” or Ideal of local or rational 
experience. He is thus the Supreme Cause; the Supreme Agent; the Su- 
preme Knower; the Supreme Being as regards Infinite Time? and Space" 


He 
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and so on. Hc is thus the “Limit” of perfection of the logical categories 
(Causality, Time, Space, ctc.) He is thus the perfection of “rational” 
existence. But as man’s own experience, and therefore cxistence, is not 
wholly rational or logical, as, in other words, his experience prescnts two 
aspects to him (that of the alogical. Fact, and that of “Fact-sections” 
logically treated), so also in Vedanta does the Lord’s Supreme Experience. 
His Experience has a logical or rational. aspect, and an alogical or ultra- 
rational aspect, and, as in man’s case, it is the latter which is larger than, 
subsumes and sustains the former. Man’s experience is alogical while 
it is being logically known, treated or constructed by him. While in his 
experience a self knows an object, the experience is not wholly either the 
onc or the other. Nor is it merely the sum of the two. So also in the Lord’s 
casc, the Lord’s Supreme Experience presents to himself and to man’s 
thought the poles of a Supreme Self and a Supreme Object; but it has, 
and presents to the Lord, another and a “more” supreme aspect,! viz., a 
Whole? and alogical Experience or Fact in which, and of which, Supreme 
self, Supreme Object and the rest are but modes, which is not therefore 
wholly onc of these modes. This indeed does not belittle but really esta- 
blishes the greatness of the Lord. It says that He has an aspect of being 
and experience larger than and transcending what He presents to man’s 
thought and belief (viz., the rational or thinkable aspect). As the famous 
Purusa Sūkta in Rigveda and Atharva-veda has it: “He is thousand- 
headed, thousand-cyed and thousand-footed; He, while completely per- 
vading all this, exceeds all this by the measure of ten fingers (so to say).” 
Next, we deal with the moral and esthetic question: Is Perfect 
Experience (or Being) good or evil, beautiful or ugly ? Does “Perfectness 
as applied to experience mean or connote ethical and esthetic perfection? 
Undoubtedly it does connote it; but it is more than (“exceeds by ten 
fingers” so to say) ethical and aesthetic perfection. Good and Beautiful 
are undoubtedly aspects of it, but we cannot say that Perfect Being 1 
Good and Beautiful only. Is it then Evil, and Ugly also? Yes, according 
to the Hindu view, for these are also aspects of it. It.means this: Good 


and Evil, Beautiful and Ugly are categorics which are applicable to Ex- 
perience (=Being) when it has divided and manifested itself as ee 
or polarities; it is good or evil, beautiful or ugly in so fi ae ee t 

poles exist in it and divide it. But apart from, or withoni eile 
aspects or poles, it is unreachable by either pair of categorics. pe 
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it is taken into poles or aspects, it is agreeable to these pairs of categories 
in so far as it is taken into aspects or poles; but even then, in its wholeness, 
“it exceeds all this by ten fingers.” The categorics belong to the logical, 
rational or thinkable order; they are therefore applicable when, and in 
so far as, that order has appeared. And since Perfect Being is of the alogical 
ultra-rational and unthinkable order even when the logical rational and 
thinkable has evolved in it, the categories arc not applicable to it as the 
whole.! 

Well; but are they applicable to it as Experience of the Supreme 
Self, as Lord’s Experience or. Being ? Is not the Lord’s Being perfectly 
good and perfectly beautiful ? Undoubtedly it is. But since according 
generally to the Hindu conception, the Lord’s being is the “Limit” or 
“Supreme Position” of the logical, rational or thinkable order, we cannot 
restrict His Being and manifestation to one set of poles only such as good 
and -beautiful, leaving out the correlative poles such as evil and ugly. 
These latter are also in Him and in His manifestation. Hindu thought 
has again and again, and boldly, attributed all possible polarities or 
pairs of opposite categories to the Lord’s manifestation. Thus He is at 
once beautiful? and fearful,? righteousness* and unrighteousness, lights 
and darkness,’ knowledge! and error, and so on. The Mother Kali 
who holds Her blood-streaming sword and the severed head of the demonic 
Asura, both dispels all fear and gives all blessings. As the supreme synthesis! 
of the logical (i.e. presenting polaritics, correlations, aspects) order of 
experience, the Lord’s experience cannot evidently in this view be narrow- 
ed down to one set of poles, correlations or aspects only; and not only 
His experience but His being. A purely ethical God and the existence 
of Evil (moral and physical) in the world have never been successfully 
made to fit in with a monistic scheme of the world-order: they have in- 
volved an ill-concealed dualism or pluralism. Without however, discussing 
this aspect of the question, it may be observed that by setting up a God in 
whom poles and contradictions live side by side, the basis of human mora- 


lity and religion is not necessarily undermined. Good and Evil both 


exist in Him, both flow out of Him as streams that variously mingle in 
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of his essential being,! given to operate in the line of righteousness; he 
has his satisfaction and happiness in operating along that line; his progress 
and ascent in the pursuit of it; and ultimately his liberation, when he 
again goes beyond the realm of law.! To be thus essentially constituted 
in spite of his apparently being a mixture of good and evil,2 is part of 
the Divine outburst, is organic to the cosmic plan. This is, to say in one 
word, his law of being. Hence the same Power which stands surety for 
the cosmic plan also stands surety for man’s law.) There is thus divine 
guarantee for human evolution. 

Summing up we find that Perfect Experience is not in Time and 
in Space and yet it manifests itself as beginningless and endless cosmic flux 
and cosmic configuration; it is not Cause, and yet it is the ultimate Basis 
of causation; it is not a Centre, and yet countless subjects and objects 
are in varied stress on its bosom; it is not Cosmos, and yet myriads of 
worlds appear and disappear in it like bubbles on water; it is unthinkable 
and yet all thought and speech proceed from it; it is the Whole and yet 
all aspects are Its aspects.‘ 


CONSCIOUSNESS AND REALITY 


Tue fact which in Vedanta is absolutely beyond doubt is not exactly, 
as Descartes thought, “I think” but the indefinable universe of experience 
of which ‘I think’ is a logical—and by no means an inseparable, adequate 
and complete—treatment and description, that is, limitation. It is a 


logical representation of what is presented as alogical. Remembering 


the definition of Fact given before, we may say therefore, that Fact or 
Experience is, Reality. This Reality is defined as absolutely doubtless: Being 
Experience. By “Being-Experience” is meant an experience which does 
not discriminate between ‘thought’ and ‘thing’, and which feels those 
two aspects or ‘poles’ as identical. It is the alogical Whole’ which may, 
and often does, involve these and many other aspects or poles, but 18 aoe 
partitioned into, and expressible in terms of, aspects or poles. Inbb. © 
of the total universe of experience which we have “at any moment” (with- 
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out our commonly recognising, however, that we have it, because we are 
pragmatic and partial) will, it is said, readily prove that such experience 
is both being and experience, and absolutely doubtless and undeniable 
being and experience. This indefinable! Whole of experience is and it 
is Consctousness—that is it is Being? and Consciousness} undistinguishably 
given. This Whole of experience is neither metaphysical nor physical, 
neither transcendental nor empirical,s and yet it is all. It is the Given 
which may or may not, at. any given moment, involve, these and other 
correlate aspects; and which, under logical operation, yields these and 
such other aspects. 

To be absolute or perfect Reality, Experience must be perfect in the 
sense of the Whole.‘ That is to say, it must be taken as Supreme Aspect? 
which involves and yet transcends all particular varied aspects? and 
pure or undifferentiated.” To narrow Experience down to cither of the 
subordinate aspects is to cut down the perfectness of Reality—is to make 
Reality relatively real. This is the root of the matter. 

Thus, suppose, we define with Mayavada Vedanta Reality as Cons- 
ciousness? in its pure aspect,? because this aspect persists in and through 
all states of experience, and is never effaced or cancclled,'! and because 
the other aspect is one of incessant change or flux. We have seen that 
Pure Consciousness? or “Ether Consciousness’! is an inalienable feature 
of experience in all states and forms. If therefore Reality is unchanging 
persistence or ineffaceable being, then Pure Consciousness} is Reality. 
But, then, how can we be sure that this alone is Reality in the sense of 
ineffaceable being? It is true that Consciousness in the other aspect is 
stressing and changing; that the consciousness of this moment is not that 
of the next; and that possibly in ecstasy! or in the “fourth”! state the 
stressing and changing aspect may altogether vanish and the pure and 
Quiescent aspect alone may remain. The world of name and form has 
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by some been likened to a hypnotic suggestion,' a dream, an illusion, 
so that with the passing of this suggestion or dream, pure changeless and 
aspectless Cit alone abides. Let it be granted for the sake of argument 
that this may be so. But if Cit thus always abides, so also does Cit as Power 
—that is, Power to be and appear in and as different aspects.’ If Git 
changelessly persists in all the states by its own Power (and we have seen 
that to be or to persist is of the essence of Power), it also changes or stresses 
by its own Power; and in fact to change and persist while changing (it 
may be as Maydvada says, apparently), and in ecstasy? and liberation‘ 
to cease to change at all, are all equally undeniable manifestations of 
Cit as Power. Hence this Power—i.e., to be and appear as different aspects 
and forms—is an inalienable feature of Consciousness,’ is in fact Cons- 
ciousness’ itself; and if the latter is real in the sense of being ineffaceably 
given, the former is also so. Consciousness’ as Power projects the world- 
order remaining itself pure Consciousness? all the while; Consciousness 
also as Power withdraws the world into itself which thus it bursts upon 
itself, as it were a bubble on the surface of water as Maya-vada often puts 
it. It follows therefore that Power as such—that is as distinguished from 
different forms or directions of it—is, even from the Mayavadin’s stand- 
point, real. 

But what, it may be asked, do we gain by discriminating Consciousness’ 
from its Power? Do we know anything beyond the fact that Consciousness 
is and changes; that it changclessly persists while changing and that it 
may cease to change? Why do we then interpose a Power between Cit 
and this fact? The reply is—we do not interpose anything between them. 
Our Power is simply the expression of the whole fact. We simply say that 
Consciousness by itself persists, changes and persists again; that there 
is nothing else than Consciousness’ which so persists and changes. Maya 
of Maya-vada, on the other hand, has a residual element of unconsciousness‘ 
and unthinkable alienness? left in it, after the attempt has been made 

to dissolve in non-duality the Sankhyan Prakrti which is absolutely un- 
conscious and alien to Cit. 
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Again, though an individual Centre may realize Pure Cit and the 
world of distinction and change! may cease to exist for him, yet, generally 
it is admitted that the world-order as a flow is beginningless and endless, 
though it has a rhythmic life of evolution? and involution.s During 
the latter’ the world is withdrawn into Brahman.and remains there as 
potency; during creation it is projected into manifestation again. Now, 
if by Power we mean nothing else than the fact that cosmic being-experi- 
ence of itself rhythmically passes into the conditions of seed and fruit, 
slumber and waking, then we cannot be mistaken in saying that the Power 
of Consciousness‘ to thus rhythmically change eternally persists, and is, 
therefore, as much real as Consciousness itself. 

Or else, shall we say that the Immense by its own Power veils and 
finitizes itself and thus becomes the world of varied name or form,’ of 
correlated Centres; that the Immense and Immeasurable by its own 
Power is also gradually unveiling and realizing itself; that the complete 
unveiling and realizing of itself by itself will mean liberation; and that, 
therefore, the cosmos can attain liberation only as a whole, there being 
no actual liberation for individual selves? This is to make Brahman the 
only real self,” binding itself and then liberating itself by its own Power. 
The multiplicity of selves* means only so many reflexes or “virtual images” 
of the one real individual self;* so that there is no question of individual 
antecedence and subsequence in the matter of bondage and liberation. 
There has been bondage for “all” since. Brahman has limited itself and 
there will be liberation for “all” when Brahman fully reasserts or reaffirms 
itself: Suka, Narada, Vamadeva, Vyasa, Vasistha and others are all reflexes 
with mutual variations, of the one Brahman, masking itself by Its own 
“play”? as an individual self, and though possibly, in point of spiritual 
purification, the persons named have advanced further than other reflexes, 
they have not yet attained to perfect liberation, because that of which 
they are reflexes,’ is still there as Brahman masking itself, as the individual 
self The principle is this—there is no liberation for individual selves 
while the individuals type is there; there is no vanishing of the reflexions"! 
while the original”? is there and veiling (which. like variously shaped and 
curved mirrors variously reflect) is there. 
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Continuing the metaphor we may say that what we have called 
“reflexes” arc double-refiections: we have the first or original reflexion 
when Brahman on the mirror of its own Maya,' reficcts itself and sces 
itself as “I am this all”.2 This is the Supreme “Personality,” the first 
Reflex, the individual Sclf4 Then by variously constituted veiling, the 
Type is claborated into infinite variations which are the “double” or 
secondary reflexes.s However this may be, the question which is now 
pertinent is this: The Immense undoubtedly changelessly persists® as 
Pure? Cit, even while It thus binds itself and then tends to liberate itself. 
By veiling and reflection,® its essential nature as Consciousness? is 
never for one moment abrogated or effaced. But what about the Power 
by which it thus binds (é¢., limits) and liberates itself ? By ‘Power’ is 
meant the fact that it does of itself thus limit and reaffirm itself. 7 

Now, having put the question, let us ask: Is this self-denying (or 
limiting) and self-affirming operation in Time? Is it that Brahman limited 
itself actually in the past and is tending to reaffirm itself in the future ? 
Or shall we say that the temporal determination or scheme is itself a 
product of the limiting and defining operation,' is immanently applicable 
to all processes and phenomena incidently and subordinate to the funda- 
mental limiting operation; but is not applicable either to the fundamental 
limiting operation as a whole, or to Brahman which appears to subject 
itself to this operation? In other words, the Immense and Immeasurable 
may not as such have a “life history” of bondage, striving and liberation; 
and the denying and affirming may not belong to past and future tame 
of real Time. Time may be a scheme for the “Reflexes” —the First Reflex 
as well as the “double reflexions”: a Reflex (in the sense of limited Cit, 
not of unconsciousness!! appearing as!* consciousness,)? may thus have 
and think its experience in accordance with the temporal scheme. From 
its standpoint, therefore, that scheme is real. But the Immense and its 
fundamental operation of self-limiting may both be alogical, and beyond 
the tomporal scheme.) Argument has been offered to show that it ts 50; 
7 UVimmarks os EE = wild it, usi same metaphor of the mirror— 
ieee Kanaan 

5 Aparahantas. 6Kautasthya. 7 Suddha. _ * Vimaréa. 12 eure 
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and if it be so, the Power which thus alogically and cxtra-temporally 
denies and affirms itsclf is a Power that is. And once we lay aside the 
temporal notation (i.e., the tenses) “changeless persistence in the three 
tenses of Time,” which is commonly the Maya-vada definition of Reality, 
can only mean being as such. Since the Power of the Immense to Limit 
itself is as such (we are no longer thinking and spcaking in the tenses), 
and undeniably is, it is Reality. In fact, this is only to say that the Im- 
mense is as Pure Consciousness,! and is as Power to limit itself as Cons- 
ciousness. There is warrant for this in pragmatic experience. 

But suppose we think as a Reflex must think—that is, logically, and, 
in accordance with the temporal notation. Brahman has made an individual 
Self2 of himself, and is tending to liberate himself. When will liberation 
come? In finite time or infinite? If the latter, then the limiting Power 
infinitely continues; and since no absolute beginning either can be thought 
of in relation to the operation of this Power, it eternally continues; and 
as Power (i.e., apart from modes and directions) it ever is what it is. The 
definition of Reality is, therefore, satisfied by this Self-limiting Power 
of Brahman. But on the other hand, to remove this prospect? of perpetual 
“bondage,” if we say that self-limiting, though perhaps beginningless, 
has an end, so that the limit may go one day, then also, it should be clearly 
observed, the eternality of Power as Power is not affected; because, if to 
limit itself connotes Power, to do away with the limit and to rest in, and 
as, Perfect Experience also connotes Power. In fact, binding and then 
unbinding constitute one single fact, though our thought may split it 
up into two; and if it is agreed to describe the first half of the fact as 
“Power”, there is no reason why we should refuse to describe the second half 
as Power, Power as such eternally, is. It is therefore Real. 

But what if we interpret the term “changelessly” rigidly in the sense 
of the Maya-vada definition of Reality? Change, like differences may 
be of three kinds: Onc thing while remaining essentially the same may 
change so as to present differences of detail. Thus Power, remuining 
essentially the same Power, may change from a condition of latency tO 
one of patency. Or else, while Power as a whole remains unaltered, its 
components may severally vary.6 Or, Power may change from, onc form 

1 Cit. 2 Jiva. 
3 Dismal to some thou 
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and direction into another form and direction; but it remains the samc 
kind of Power. Lastly, Power may change into one of a different kind.'! 
Now, in all the cases we have mentioned, Power of Cit may be supposed 
to continue cternally as Power; but since in all the cases change from 
latency to patency, and change of form and direction are involved, we 
are justified in saying that what eternally persists is power of the same 
kind (if we do not hold change of form and direction as constituting differ- 
ence of kind); but we can hardly say that the self-same Power in the 
samc condition persists for all time. Ifit were so, there would be no creation 
at all; or there being creation, there would be no dissolution; briefly, 
no change, apparent or real, in the Given. Power, therefore, while remain- 
ing as such, changes its condition. And if it does, it is not changclessly 
persistent and not, therefore, real. 

The objection can be met in two ways. First, we must consider 
Power as a whole and not in cross-sections. What remains the same Power 
unchanged is the whole. That is to say, what remains the same Power 
unchanged in creation, maintenance and dissolution is simply, and noth- 
ing less than, Power as creating and maintaining and dissolving. Suppose 
we split up this Power into three components or aspects corresponding 
to these three aspects of the world-process. Then of course we cannot 
say that Power as creative activity is the same as Power as sustaining 
activity and this again the same as dissolving activity. The Devis Brahmani, 
Vaisnavi, and Raudri are thus different, because they do different kinds 
of work. But as Primordial Power? which now creates, now sustains and 
now dissolves, it is, and must be, one. Difference is in the sections: 
non-duality3 is in the whole. But still we may be told that it involves 
intrinsic or immanent’ difference. The aspects or components of Power 
change. And if they do, absolutely changeless persistence (excluding 
even immanent variations of form or condition) cannot be predicated 
of Power considered even as whole; and if not, Power is not real. 

Hence, secondly, let us consider this: Is Pure Cit absolutely change- 
less in the sense that its condition remains the same for ever, though it 
may be now veiled and now unveiled? Git is manifestation itself? and 


1 These two are Sajatiya and Vijatiya respectively. 
2 Adyagakti. eee É Advaita. 

4 Pūrņa. Brihad.-Up., II, 4, 13; IV, 5, 15. 
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yet in ordinary experience—in the three states of waking, dreaming and 
slumbering—its perfect illumination veils itself in a way, without ceasing 
to be or being effaced, as intuition, it is said, will directly show. The 
object of religious striving and its practical method! is to raise the un- 
deniable veil. Now, surely, between veiled or ignored “Ether of Cons- 
ciousness”2 and unveiled and recognised “Ether,”? we must admit a 
difference of condition. It is undoubtedly a difference that docs not affect 
the Ether as it is in itself: Unveiling here merely means acceptance 
and recognition of what has been given in consciousness, but practically 
ignored. Still from veiling to unveiling or vice versa is a change of condition. 
To say that veiling and unveiling are both immaterial, unsubstantial,‘ 
is not to deny the change. For, in experience, even a fancied change 
is an actual change of condition. A rope does not indeed become a snake 
when illusion makes it appear so; but experience of a rope and experience 
of an illusory snake are not the same experience. Hence though Pure 
Git remains Pure Git even while it is veiling or unveiling itself, we must 
admit a difference (whether superimposed or immanent) between the 
veiled condition and the unveiled. And if we must, what becomes of 
“absolutely changeless persistence” as assuring the reality of Pure Ci 
alone? We have seen that as regards the Power-aspect of Consciousness, 
we must admit immanent differences of condition to explain the different 
conditions of the world process; we now see that as regards the illumina- 
ting-aspect’ of Consciousness also we must admit difference of condition 
to explain the differences in the four states of waking, dreaming, slumbering 
and ecstasy‘ and also that between bondage’ owing to ignorancct and 
liberation? on account of “knowledge”.10 “Absolutely changeless” in the 
definition of Reality is, therefore, in the absolute sense, applicable neither 
Ko Power-aspect nor to Illumination aspect.s Or elsc, if we be satisfied 
with only an approximation, then the definition applies to both. Both 
are real, and both are one. 

We have to be satisfied with an approximation because we“ have 
proposed a logical definition (and also pragmatic, for the matter of that) 
for that which is essentially alogical.1 The Real is the Whole, the Com- 
plete and Perfect Given. This Given as given cannot be doubted, questioned 


1 Sadhana. 2 Cidākāśa. 3 ŭ 
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challenged and contradicted. We may indeed pragmatically enquire 
as to whether a particular section of the “Fact” is, or is not a fact; is 
or is not evidence.! But as Whole? the Fact is above the distinction of 
fact or fancy; beyond the antithesis of true or false. The wildest fancy 
as part of the Given Universe of Experience is experience and has therefore 
as such absolutely assured being. That it is experience and as such is there, 
can never be questioned. The ‘illusory snake’ of Vedanta undoubtedly 
exists as a mode of consciousness. The illusoriness arises when we prag- 
matically enquire about the correspondence of this particular mode of 
consciousness to certain other modes, viZ., a group of sensations which 
Analytic Psychology takes as the representative of a snake. Hence as 
intuition will readily establish, we touch the absolute ground only in 
the alogical Given; in any circumscribed portion or aspect of it, we have 
only the realm of approximation. And a realm of approximation is a 
realm of doubt, of contradiction. 

The so-called transcendental‘ definition of Māyā-vāda is really therc- 
fore a pragmatic definitions—a definition of approximation seeking 
Reality still in the realm of limitation and doubt. The definition suffers 
from two defects. We have seen how the fact of Pure Git being ever 
absolutely changeless is, rationally speaking, open to doubt. If it were 
so, there could be no veiling and unveiling of it, no ascription? of the 
“magic” of a world upon it as Maydvdda requires. Itis of course undeniable 
that the Ether of Illumination continues uneffaced even while it is being 
veiled or unveiled, even when. the ‘magic’ is on or off. This is unchanged 
persistence of an unmistakable nature. But still, as already pointed out, 
the circumstances of veiling and unveiling, the incidence of the ‘magic 
and its removal, does constitute a kind of difference. On the other hand, 
the definition as an approximation is applicable not to the illuminating 
aspect® of Consciousness only, but also to the Power-aspect. It is true 
that, the persistence of the former’ is more patent than that of Power; 
that is because the former is manifestation and being itself, and the latter, 
to man at least, is manifested by the work it does, so that no power 15 
suspected by him when no work is being apparently done. Thus, wag 
to him, Illumination: is revelation itself, Power seems to require a revealer. 
That is why unchanging persistence has been affirmed of the Git-aspect, 
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but denied to the Power-aspect. But this is, absolutely speaking, an un- 
warranted denial. 

Vedanta recognises various orders of Reality. We have referred to 
the transcendental! order already, and explained why the definition must 
be regarded as a definition of approximation and the order as not the 
supreme and absolute one which is the alogical Given or Fact called 
the Whole.? The transcendental! reality limits us to a “partial” or aspect 
only of the whole, viz., the Illuminating? or Pure aspect. Maya-vada 
docs so with purpose; realization of the Transcendental* aspect of Ex- 
perience is its objective. The definition is therefore pragmatic.’ The 
absolute, supreme Reality can neither be an aspect of the Fact, nor a 
pragmatic one. It must be above not only thought and specch but use.3 
And this is satisfied by the Complete Fact alone. Reflection will show 
that the Fact as an unlimited, entire Whole is alogical, and cannot be 
put to uses.6 Thoughts can relate to, and motives can be formulated 
upon, sections only. Only sections can be judged as true or false, valuable 
and desirable or otherwise. The Supreme Absolute Reality should there- 
fore be called not Transcendental Being? but Being which is the Whole,® 
as it is the Supreme? That of which Illumination and illumined! are 
both aspects. 

Below this Supreme order we have the so-called transcendental? 
order of which the definition (approximately) is—‘‘changeless persistence.” 
We have shown that under this order we must according to the view 
here dealt with place not only Pure Consciousness," but also its Power 
aspcct,!2 though from man’s practical standpoint, the former as Being 
and Illumination: is more patent than Power which is commonly associated 
with Becoming and manifested by the work it docs. But the association 
of Power with Becoming only is a mistake: Power is Being-Power as well 
as Becoming-Power. And Power finding its revealer in work is also duc 
to man’s pragmatic veiling which makes him hide his power in latent 
capacity and then discover and recognise it in actual work and achicve- 


ment. Consciousness or Cit as Power to be and to become is therefore 
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transcendental Being. Whatever becomes,? does not belong to this order. 
Whilst Consciousness? as “Ether?4 and as Power to Be and Become 
“changelessly persists,” the world of name and form changes, and it is 
its nature to change. 

Next comes in Mayd-vada Pragmatic,’ relative, limited Reality. 
It is pragmatic because such reality is constituted by, and essential to, 
the uses of the practical living of Centres; it is relative because, as com- 
pared with Consciousness? and its Power, it changes and may be dissolved 
in the latter which, therefore, persists even after it (i.¢., the changing order) 
is no longer there; it is limited because, in the first place it is necessarily 
limited to sections only of the Fact, and because, in the sccond place, 
its persistence is limited in time. Thus the world of ordinary expericnce 
and its things and processes belong to the pragmatic, relative, limited 
order of Reality. 

This is not to say that the world is an “illusion”. Compare the alogical 
universe of “Fact”—even in the veiled and centralized form in which man 
has it at any moment —with what he takes as the world of his practical 
thinking, fecling and acting. It will be found that the latter is a limited 
realm accepted out of the much larger and indefinable Given which is, 
except in the part accepted, ignored; that which in the actual Given all 
is real as being-cxperience, in the accepted realm the distinctions of real- 
unreal, subjective-objective, inner-outcr, desirable-undesirable, ctc., arc 
sct up according as certain sections or features in the realm do or do not 
satisfy certain practical tests, or do or do not serve certain practical ends. 
Thus certain features or elements being “thoughts” only and not “things”; 
certain clements being fancies only and not facts, and so on, arise out 
of the special disposition of Consciousness’ Power in the accepted realm; 
but those distinctions either do not arisc in the entire Given itself, or 
arising, do not affect cither the alogicality of the whole Fact, or the reality, 
in the sense of undeniable being-experience, of the elements thercof. A 
“fancy” as an element of the Given is as much real as any “fact” in it; itis 
regarded as a fancy lccausc, compared with a fact, it does not satisfy 
certain practical tests, or what commonly amounts to the same thing, 
docs not possess certain characteristics (vividness, permanence, requisite 
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tone of belief, etc.) which indicate that it will satisfy certain practical tests. 
The accepted realm is thus an “intentional world,” in the defining and 
constituting of which potential stresses! play, however, a greater part 
than actual stresses which, broadly speaking, are man’s “intentions”. 
The world of experience is not “‘illusion,”? though it is based upon 
and leads to use.3 We have said that it is limited Reality in the sense 
of being limited in time. But here we must draw a distinction. Conven- 
tional experience‘ may be eternal or non-eternal.s All Scripturesé starting 
from the Vedas assert that the world-flow is beginningless and endless; 
and that the general cosmic scheme or plan (the Types, for example) 
persists from one cycle of creation or Kalpa to another through the inter- 
vening “Night” of cosmic slumber.? They pass from a state of evolution 
to one of involution, and this is an unending rhythm. Through this rhythm 
of evolution and involution they persist; and though such. persistence 
is in a sense changing persistence (j.¢., the persistence of alternate appear- 
ance and disappearance), and though possibly, the appearance in one 
cycle may vary somewhat in detail from that in another, still, in a general 
sense the cosmic plan or scheme is persistent, and as such, is real. The 
Generals? of the Wyaya-Vaifesika Philosophy are eternalto (as also some 
other entities); and, from one standpoint, their being" is real.12 Particular 
things such as a jar have non-eternal reality,3 unless we subscribe to the 
theory that the world-order as it is in one cycle repeats itself exactly in 
another. Nyaya-vaisesika believes in the antecedent non-existence," 
of a particular thing, and this's is beginning,'s though it may be it has an 
end,!6 as when that thing actually ceases to exist. That thing, again, 
when destroyed has an unending - destruction.7 About the non-per- 
sistence'* of particular things, the First Standard raises no difficulties. 
, The difficulty arises when we come to the Second and Third Stand- 
ards which agree in equating Cause and Effect, and conceive destruction” 
oe a 
20, Frae paranakan, 1, 6, 3, calls Nama and Rūpa “Satyam”; also Brih.-Up., IV, 3, 
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as only dissolution of the effect in the Cause. Consistently and rigidly 


applied, the principle will not admit the absolute beginning or the absolute 
ending of anything, general or particular : nothing comes to actually 
exist which did not already potentially exist in its cause; and nothing 
ceascs actually to exist but has again a potential existence in its cause.! 
Not only the twenty-four “Principles”? of Sankhya but all their particular 
modes ought, therefore, according to this principle, to be cternally 
persistent cither patently as effects or latently as causes. We shall not 
pause here to discuss this question which does not admit of an easy solution. 

Cause may be common‘ and uncommon. The Will of God, “Space” 
and Times and so forth are, according to Nyaya-Vaisesika, the common 
cause of every phenomenon that takes place. Each phenomenon has also 
its own special assemblage of conditions which, according to this system, 
are threefold.7 Vedanta reduces them to two kinds.* Prepared clay is 
the first in the case of an earthen jar; the putting together of the parts, 
the wheel and the stick? as well as the agent belong to the other group 
or kind. Now, when an effect is produced, we can consider it in its three 
elements: (1) its matter or stuff (which may be in some cases mind) ;! 
(2) its energy, kinetic and potential; and (3) the particular collocation" 
of the matter and energy which constitutes the special form! of that 
effect. In equating Effect to Cause we have, therefore, to equate all these 
three clements.3 Of course in seeking to equate we have to consider 
both Cause and Effect completely and not partially. For instance, it may 
be necessary to consider the entire antecedent condition of the universe 
as the cause of the entire subsequent condition of the universe. But even 


` doing so, will it be possible to prove in every case of causation not only 


that the matter and the energy of the effect were already in the cause, 
so that there has really been neither addition to them nor subtraction 
from them (a possibility to which the Physical Theory of Conservation 
of Matter and Momentum lends countenance), but also that the special 
collocation of matter and energy which makes the special form! of the 
effect was there in the cause, may bc latently, and is not, therefore, anything 
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new and previously non-existent?! Was, for instance, the particular 
form of the cloth woven existent in the fibres of the cotton, in the spinning 
and weaving machinery and in the volitions of the spinner and the weaver 
—distributively or collectively? When a sculptor is chisclling a figure 
from out of a block of marble, the figure may be supposed to exist as an 
idea in the mind of the sculptor, and it may be supposed to be “given” 
latently even in the block of marble. Again it may be thought that, what 
the chisel of the sculptor does is to knock off the portions which conceal, 
suppress or fold up the figure given in the block of marble. But this 
seems to be an apparently strained supposition leading to interminable 
intricacies. For instance, we must suppose that not only the particular 
figure in question but every possible figure is latent in the marble like 
all meanings? in a letter as postulated in the Vyasa-Bhdsya on Patanjalt’s 
Yoga-Sitra. The typal case of evolutionary causation is the seed becoming 
a plant, though even here variations have to be accounted for. And 
it is certainly not easy to conform all kinds of effects (i.e., that of production 
of water by the mixing of Hydrogen and Oxygen; the weaving of cloth 
from fibres of cotton, etc.) to the seed-model. We do not, however, 
further discuss this. : > 

Causation is an unsolved riddle; and it must remain so. The world 
being a manifestation of the Play or Lila: of Primordial Consciousness- 
Power, and the nature of Lila or “Play” being freedom, we can never, 
except to bring the world-order to any logical account, expect approxi- 
mately and pragmatically. The Sastra says that “Even Brahma, Visnu 
and Rudra have not understood the Lila of the Mother-Power”. Time 
in our pragmatic analysis of causation, is a form necessary to the concepts 
of Cause (which is antecedent) and Effect (which is consequent). But, 
in reality, they co-exist, and are aspects (arranged by man in the pers- 
pective of “before and after”) of one single fact. The whole past+the 
whole present+the whole future=a “Point” or Bindu. 

But is it a statical, unalterable, Bindu? In other words, Is the whole 
cosmic order (including the Not-yet or Future) absolutely given and 
ae mea oaa If so, it may be said that it cannot be the mani- 
crate ae y oF Lila but of Blind Necessity or “Fate”; and the 
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Itis here that there is a riddle. The Ancients believed and many “psychic 
rescarchers” have now come to believe on fresh evidence, that fore- 
knowledge (even as regards details) of the future is possible, which implies 
the pre-existence of the future in the present; the past also is not in any 
way lost in the present; which together lead to the conclusion that the 
Cosmic Order is eternally and unalterably fixed and condensed in a 
“point” (since the whole can be deciphered from the minutest detail, 
as for example, when a “medium” is alleged to be able to “read? the 
past and the future of persons unknown to her and of other persons con- 
nected with him, by “looking at” a flower or a piece of paper touched 
by him). Now, if the Order be so unalterably fixed, what becomes of 
Lila and Karma, both of which imply possible change, and an undeter- 
mined future? We can essay to answer this only by supposing that the 
Cosmic Order is susceptible to change by Karma, but that the change 
in itself, necd not be in Time; that is, not a fixed but a changing universe 
is given in the timeless Bindu we have postulated. So that a “medium” 
en rapport with the Bindu can “read” an event freely wrought by a Centre, 
which man’s pragmatic, “temporal”, thinking must, however, placc in 
the realm of Not-Yet or Future. Imagination doubtless fails to conceive 
how this may be, as for instance, it fails to conceive Dimensions higher 
than the third. Analogous is the idea of the Vaisnava who believes in 
an eternal Heaven! wherein there is eternal: Play. i 
Pragmatically speaking, the collocation of matter and energy in the 
effect is cither previously existent in the cause (or assemblage of conditions) 
or non-existent. If the latter, then every moment thousands of phenomena 
are happening around us which, though persistent in their ipes and also 
in the quantities of matter and energy involved, are as special collocations 
new, previously non-existent and ephemeral. These phenomena belong 
to the transient conventional class.3 If, on the other hand, the collocation 
be previously existent as latent in the cause, then, waiving all difficulties 
to the view, we may again distinguish between two classes of phenomena. 
There may be certain particulars (not genera or types) which as Spine 
may substantially and actually endure till the end of a Kalpa or age of a 
given cycle of cosmic life or till final liberation is attamnec; but there are 
countless others which do not thus actually endure, but are speedily dis- 
solved in their causes, and in the Root Cause‘ during dissolution,* to be 


I Nitya Goloka : Go does not here mean cow but sound and light. 
2 Nitya Lila. 3 Anitya Vyavaharika. 4 Prakriti. 5 Pralaya 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


380 THE WORLD AS POWER 


projected into actuality again during the succeeding Kalpa. Thus Brahma 
and others as particular forms of Git-Sakti have their fixed age to live 
through; and at the termination of this age a particular Brahma or other 
ceases to exist, though the type remains. The particular objects of 
experience have, however, no such prolonged actual life-duration. 

Let us pass on to Apparent Reality in Mayavada.! It is the reality 
of an illusory perception while the illusion is not suspected as such. It 
is contradicted and corrected by pragmatic reality,? e.g., the rope-snake 
of an illusion. The rope-snake possesses some marks of reality, but is soon 
discovered not to possess others which practically settle for us the question 
- of reality of the snake. The tactuo-muscular sense is commonly set up 
-as the judge of reality because practically in the matter of living and self- 
preserving it happens to be the most important. In dealing with this 
order of Reality we arc introduced to the pragmatic distinction between 
Right Knowledge or Evidence} and false knowledge. In the “Fact” 
knowledge is simply knowledge and as such undeniably is. The basis 
of all evidence (even of Perception); and the ground of absolute certainty 
is Experience as Expcrience. : 

With the two other forms of Realitys—we shall not deal elaborately. 
The first is Being-Expcricnce as intuited by cach individual Centre for 
himself? It is the universe of Fact as defined with reference to a given 
Centre—“You” or “I”. It is what you or I totally feel or experience— 
apart from all pragmatic interests. At this moment I am, for example, 
pragmatically experiencing the sound of a distant whistle, but actually 
I have or am an universe of experience comprising many sounds, smells, 
touches, sights, ideas, etc., of which the particular sound happens to be 
the prominent clement. This universe, though in itself indefinable, 
is pragmatically defined by myself; and the defining line is a flexible 
one—now closing, now receding. We may, however, represent it by 
a circle or a sphere. Then the universe of another Centre is another 
circle; that of another is a third circle; and so on. In onc sense, these 
spheres all lie outside of one another. What one fecls cannot, exactly 
T Sone be felt by another. What you feel is somewhat 
AN a a in another sense these spheres cut one another, 

3 or example, have a common element, C. Thus 
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while A’s headache is not in B, or B’s idċa is not in A, both hear the sound 
of the distant whistle, see the greenness of the lawn, smell the odour of 
fresh blossoms and. flowers, and so on. In fact, it is the common element 
that is objectified, and it is there that the different Centres bargain with 
one another—it is their province of Convention.! 

It is with reference to this province again that an approximately 
common standard of Reality is fixed upon by the interacting Centres; it 
is commonly that which proves the fittest in practice, what is most safely 
workable in such mutual Experience.! Thus: In A there is a wild fancy 
which is not in B and others. Now, as experience:the fancy unquestion- 
ably is! its reality in that supreme sense is undoubted. But commonly 
A does not accept it as reality because it cannot be found in the common 
province of Conventional! being, because, it is not “marketable”. There 
can be ordinarily no practical transaction between A and B on the basis 
of that fancy. A therefore, defines his practical Reality not as whatever 
he experiences (which is Reality in the supreme sense), but what he feels 
in common with others and what, accordingly, can be made a basis of 
transaction with others. Thus, ordinarily, experiences have “valuc” 
for him which have a “currency”. Sometimes possible “currency” is 


‘enough. A sces the Mdnasa-sarovara lake in Tibet, and though many 


others may not yet have actually scen it, he believes his to be a real experi- 
ence because of its possessing marks of possible currency. The pain of 
an headache, though subjective and which remains so, yet possesses certain 
marks which, while not placing it in the first class of experience, makes 


it a real experience in another way. A actually feels the pain and he 


cannot wish it away: the feeling appears to have him in possession. A 
as experience, but it secms 


fancy, on the other hand, is also there in him 

to be dependent on his pleasure as regards whether it should be there 
or not there. We have, therefore, three orders: (1) experience as such 
which absolutely is, and it requires no marks to establish its title to reality; 
(2) “Subjective” experience which possess certain marks such as vividness 


or “clear tone”, relative permanence and independence of the Subject’s 


ee lative p 5 5 imately common 
wish; and (3) “objective” expericnces which are approxima ae possible 


to a group of Centres and also possess certain marks of actua 
Currency. : ee 
Marks in the second and third orders are pragmatic marks: they 


are demanded because certain practical ends have to be served by us. 


l Vyavahara 
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The demand postulates a condition, raises a question and is formulated 
as an “if”. Jf x possesses such and such marks, it is real, otherwise not: 
this is how we judge in the second and third classes. Pragmatic reality 
is therefore conditional, hypothetical reality. The first order is un- 
conditional, categorical. Experience as Experience is unconditionally, 
unquestionably real. We have called it therefore Fact.! It will be seen 
also that howsoever obstinately man may pin his faith to the pragmatic 
order of reality (and to a certain extent he cannot help doing it), the first 
order, that is Experience, as Experience, is still tacitly reserved by him as 
the ultimate criterion of judgment on questions of reality. A “common” 
experience is also my experience, or can possibly be my experience.? 
I may commonly waive my right in, favour of the experience of an expert 
some of which I do not now actually have; but the right is reserved never- 
theless. I could possibly experience that which the expert says he is 
now experiencing: the reality of his experience is admitted subject to his 
condition. On the other hand, where I have an experience but others 
not, I certainly cxpect that, conditions being satisficd others will also 
have it; but if the conditions be not satisfied and others do not share it, 
still I fecl that I have a right to hold to my own experience as a reality. 
All this points to where the native soil of Reality is to be found. The 
Veda in the primary sense means Perfect Experience; in the secondary, 
partial sense — A body of classical experiences obtained by the Rss; 
and always obtainable by those who are fit to share in them. In matters 
supersensible, the classics arc evidence as direct evidence;$ but still, so 
long as it has not been or cannot be verified by my own experience,‘ it 
remains or belongs to a conditional order—subject to an “if”. The 
relation betwcen cxpericnce? intuited by each individual centre and 
complete experience? will be further considered when we come to discuss 
Git and Its Forms. 

Inscrutable Being? in Maya-vada Vedanta is the namc commonly 
given to Maya which is the Principle of apparent or unreal change! such 


1“Satyasya Satyam.” See “ ā i a 
c Biki fs at y: ce “The Fundamentals of Vedanta Philosophy”, Ganesh & 
Sey leat 
co ikari. See “The Garland of Letters? fe rl Experi . Sec 
The Fundamentals of Vedanta Philosophy": Aprende laa > 
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as that of a rope into a snake in illusion. The snake of illusion has two 
parts: the apprehension of mere “‘thatness” or “thisness,”! and the sug- 
gestion of the characteristics of a snake projected and superimposed upon 
the basis? of the apprehension of “this”.2 The basis “this”3 is real; 4 
that is, in the illusion of rope-snake, the part which is real is the appre- 
hension of this.4 The superstructure laid upon it is an inscrutable trans- 
formation of ignorance’ the function of which can be analysed into 
two components: veiling, and movement and imposition? Thus 
of the real rope before us, the mere “this” part is rightly apprehended, 
but the special form (and qualities)? of the rope is veiled and that of 
the snake is imposed. This imposed structure of form? is the product 
of the ignorance-tendency? (operating, as Western Psychology would 
say, through association by. similarity) and prompted to operate in a 
particular way by the subjective and objective conditions—dimness of 
light, defective vision, mental predisposition and so forth—then prevailing. 
Now, this imposed structure or Ripa which cannot be said either to be 
existent or to be non-existent or to be partly existent and partly non- 
existent, possesses inscrutable Being.'0 

A right perception, ¢.g., that of a real rope is regarded as a transfor- 
mation! of mind; while a false perception as that of the “‘rope-snake”’ 
is regarded as a transformation of ignorance;"? and the difference between 
Mindz and Ignorance! is not one of kind, but of degree—the former 
being a purer! and the latter a cruder's form of Maya. In man this 
“double” frame-work of Antahkarapa and Avidyé exists, and from them 
proceeds a double line of transformations—onc line giving him “real” 
perceptions, the other illusions and so forth. We see that the projections 
of ignorance! on the planc of perceptional expericnce—which look like 
perceptions but are not really so—are supposed to posscss inscrutable 
being.6 Now, Maya-vada secks to establish a ratio proportion: the world 
of ordinary experience” is to the ultimate experience as Pure Cit what 
an iltusion is to ordinary “real” experience. Conventional or pragmatic 


e a nscrutable being’? which is the being! of 
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apparent, seeming change.! Between the real rope and the “rope- 
snake” the difference is not one of kind, but mainly of duration. Both 
are liable to be contradicted and cancelled,? one only a moment later, 
the other perhaps ages after when Pure Cit is realized. Illusory being} 
is also inscrutable Being.‘ 

But this Maya-vada conception of the apparently real will not be 
found to be free from difficulties. Either all is Brahman or all is not 
Brahman. If the latter, then we have a second, independent Principles 
and the reality of that Principle and its products is not inscrutables in 
the-sense above explained. If the former, then all is Gi, all is Being,” 
all is Joy,® since Brahman isso. It may be that Brahman by its own Power 
appears as other than Cit (i.e., unconscious),? other than Being’ (¢.., 
non-being)'® and other than Joy? (i.e. pain)." But it may be asked: 
Is that Power other than Brahman or the same? It must on the monistic 
hypothesis be the same as Brahman.. Is the appearance other than Brahman 
or the same? It must be the same again. It follows, therefore that at 
base the so-called unconscious: is Cit, the so-called unreal!? is real,!0 the 
so-called pain’ is joy.!! To the limited, pragmatic review of finite Centre, 
the antithesis of conscious-unconscious, real-unreal, pleasurablc-painful 
appears and for it counts. But if we start with Being-Consciousness-Bliss," 
and have never anything elsc to reckon with, then we cannot really make 
it end in becoming anything other than itself. A finite, interacting Centre 
cannot but think in antitheses, poles, dualitics. From its standpoint, 
therefore, a definition of Reality making a distinction between Reality 
as uncontradicted'* experience and Reality as contradicted's experience 
—that is, between transcendental being!s and inscrutable being holds." 
But this standpoint is cssentially a dualistic standpoint. Whatever defini- 
tion of Reality we may fashion from this standpoint will involve dualism, 
open or veiled; and, we may point out by way of illustration, that the 
definition of Maya as inscrutable being! docs involve veiled dualism. 
All attempts to define the indefinable will bring us to such a pass. if we 
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must stand by the Absolute one! itself, and not tolerate any dualism, 
open or veiled, then, we must take, that is be, Experience as the Whole.2 
We must not limit ourselves to any aspects or partials; must not set up 
definitions which partition the non-dual! into opposites such as Conscious? 
and Unconscious.‘ And doing this we find that the Whole? is inscrutables 
in the sense of being alogical, indefinable; and also is transcendental 
being‘ in the sense of being indubitably given, of unquestionable “being”. 
Thus in the Whole,’ the sense of the two kinds of being,? which hold 
good only in the realm of limitation and convention, are modified; 
and necessarily so. And since the whole? is the basis and synthesis of 
all “kinds” of being,” and yet as the whole transcends all kinds we have 
called it before (following Agama Sastra), Supreme, Absolute Reality. 
We must be warned therefore against extending the definitions or 
their senses which are pragmatically valid to that which is above all limi- 
tation and all pragmatic use. Thus the transcendental definition 
approximately applies to one aspect of Brahman (lit. the Immense or 
Whole)? as against another aspect. It is a definition that serves while 
we are the thinker and analyser of Brahman. It docs not serve when the 
Centre is (in being as well as intuition) Brahman. When the Whole has 
to be consciously lived, and not aspects only have to be thought and talked 
about, we must cither leave aside all definitions or else applying them, 
must not employ them in the senses which suggest, and are valid in the 
realm of, the limited, thinkable and “usable” order of experience only. 
Here, we must not, for example, define Reality as “changeless, uncontra- 
dicted persistence” only; for that at once sets up a correlate Pole, Viz. 
that which changes and is contradicted. Here, Reality is experience 
as Experience, and since here Experience is all, all is real,!! So, HE 
all is at base Consciousness as Cit (nothing in itself being unconscious); 
and all is in essence Joy” (since, Pain is impeded, obstructed, limited 
being); and in the whole? there is no impediment, GRANTEE or pps 
As the Chhandogya Upanisad profoundly observes tre z 
and littleness or restriction!" is the negation of Bliss.'* Experience = rahman 
or immensity" (which the Ghhandogya goes on to define as Experience 
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above the relation of knower—knowing—known! or pragmatic experi- 
ence)? sees the universe, therefore, not as something in any degree alien 
to the Brahman but as being Divine Mother Herself who is Being-Cons- 
ciousness-Bliss.2 It is She who is called Mahamaya and by many another 
name.‘ 

Not only the above pragmatic definition of Reality but other similar 
variations of it suffer under the same essential disadvantage: they cannot 
be, in their senses, extended to Whole.* Shall we say, for instance, that 
the Real is that which is universal,‘ and the unreal is particular ?7 The 
first is defined as what is not limited in space and time:* what is every- 
where and always. This is also called without exception.’ The second 
is limited in space and time—is here, but not there, is now but not then. 
It is with exceptions or limitations.” 

Now, as before, in having to apply this test to Experience or Cit, 
we must first analyse Cit into aspects, reduce the alogical Fact to a logical 
order amenable to the categories of Time, Space, and so forth. Supreme 
Being"! must in this way, be adjusted to our thought or standpoint. After 
that adjustment, we find that the universe of experience is analysable 
into five aspects.” 

Any object, Self or Not-Self, is, known, is pleasant (in some relations 
or others), has a name, has a defining set of qualities." These are the 
five “predicables”, Of these the first three, are common to all object: 
experiences.“ The fourth and the fifth differ from object to object—the 
name of one and the form" of one are not those of another. The first 
three, which are Being, Consciousness'* and Bliss” respectively, give us 
the“ own form’’” or nature of Brahman, and are, according to the definition 
real; the rest stand for the world-order,” and are said to be “unreal”. 

That a dividing line can thus be drawn after the first three need not 
be questioned. Let us assume that a “thing” or object is, and must be, 
a form of Cit or Consciousness. We shall see as we proceed what basis 
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there is for this. All objective or subjective objects, and the Self amongst 
them, are then experiences. Now, comparing all modes of forms of 
experiences we undoubtedly discover some common elements. For 
example, a tree is, an idea or desire is, an illusion is, void is, nothing is. 
The names and forms vary, but being or “‘is-ness” is everywhere and 
always given, and there is no escape from it even in the case of the void.! 
The void is known or felt as is. It is, in this pure sense real? and not 
unreal.3 Void is the negation of all determinations‘ but is not the negation 
of “is-ness” as such. That is the fundamental omission of the Mddhyamika 
Bauddha. In. fact between iss and is not,‘ the common element is—is. 
Often this invariable is’ is there as “‘this’.7 Thus we feel this tree, this 
desire, this illusion, this void. Very often again our judgments of facts 
of experience are not given or stated explicitly as judgments. “Tree is” 
is an explicit judgment; this tree,” suppressing the predicate, is an implicit 
judgment. Sometimes this’ also is not explicit there: thus we feel and 
say—tree,” “desire,” “illusion,” and so on, simply. But whether this? 
or “is”s be explicitly stated or not, the experience of tree and so forth 
is undoubtedly felt as this? or is.s It is an inalienable element or rather 
basis? of experience. In some fully explicit judgments both this? and 
is? occur.’ 

Next consider Bhati or revelation. Experience means illumination" 
or manifestation." It is manifestation as Consciousness or Git. Thus 
in the above examples, we have: a tree is felt or known; a desire is felt 
or known; void is felt or known. The feeling, cognition or consciousness 
has of course different forms! and names” in the different examples, but 
everywhere and always it is feeling or consciousness. Even the Void 
is feeling or consciousness of, or as, the Void. ` There is no escape from 
Git as such as there is no escape from Being" as such. The Médlyamika 
Bauddha has again omitted to recognise this. In slumber or swoon in 
which nothing seems to be known (possibly because nothing but the sense 
of blissful sleeping is remembered afterwards) what is, or can bey meant 
by “nothing” is form? and name” (that is particular determinations); 
it does not, and cannot, mean feeling or consciousness, pure and bare. 
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The common view which looks upon particularized consciousness alone as 
consciousness, and determined consciousness as no consciousness, is a 
pragmatic view which sees only what it has interest and need to see. The 
Yogacara Bauddha whose object, inner or outer, is a mode of experience 
only, that is, who recognises no “thing” apart from the feeling or thought; 
and whose experiences! are transitory,? leaving a real gap between one 
experience! and another, as they succeed one another in time, is also 
suffering from the Pragmatic Illusion. The so-called experiences! are 
really like the waves moving on, on the surface of a continuous fluid; are 
like clouds passing in the sky. And this continuous “fluid” or “‘sky’’ is, 
as intuition will show at once, not void} in an absolutely nihilistic sense, 
but Cit as Cit or CidakaSa or Akasaima. This Perfect Ether fills all 
“gaps’ , sustains and pervades all modes. The “gap” in every case is born 
of the non-recognition of Pure Consciousness as Consciousness. The 
“Light” of Cit in, and by which all modes of experience are revealed 
cannot be extinguished, nor can it be imagined as ever being extinguished. 
We have regarded Cit as being the essence of “Thing”; so that 

though there may be extra-mental objects or objects lying outside the 
pale, or independent of, the individual’s ordinary consciousness (thus 
Matter being as real as Mind), yet we have thought “things” cannot 
be outside or independent of (1) Cit as Cit, and (2) Cit as “Fact” or the 
Perfect Universe or Experience. This view disposes of the difficulty 
that, though illumination‘ is the common element of all objects experi- 
enced, it has nothing to do with countless others which are not experienced. 
For example, a jar experienced is known, is a mode of consciousness; 
but what about the jar not experienced, or even about the “real” jar 
which, though experienced, exists in its own right independently of experi- 
gig ? The jar or the unknown jar is non-illurninations—the opposite 
of illumination. If it be asked is it not so? From the pragmatic and 
centralized point of view of experience, Yes. From the real and whole’ 
point of view, No. From the latter point of view a “thing”—Matter, 
Mind whichever it may be—is in, and of Git, and as such is both “Is” and 
He though its beingness,? and more particularly, its illumi- 
nation” may be, and often is, doubly veiled or ignored by individual 
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Centres, firstly because they are Centres of specialized function and refer- 
ence, and secondly, or rather secondarily, because Centres are, owing 
to their pragmatic interests, apt to limit and narrow down their “Facts” 
or universes of experience to special aspects or sections only.’ 

Lastly, let us consider Priyam, that which is pleasant and gives happi- 
ness and which seems to present greater difficulties. The Self presents 
no difficulty. In fact, the Self is the model of objects as regards the three . 
characteristics—Asti, Bhati, Priyam. The Self is, it is conscious of itself 
and other objects. The Self is supremely pleasant? to itself. Even in 
wishing to die and be no more, the Self loves itself, and never ceases to 
be supremely pleasant to itself; it is only dissatisfied with a certain kind 
of existence, and chooses death because, rightly or wrongly, it thinks 
that it will be good, that is pleasant, for the Self to be rid of that kind 
of existence. A philosophic nihilist may desire to put an end to existence 
as stich, to stop all experience.? This is because he thinks that it is on the 
whole better, that is more pleasant, for the Self not to continue than to 
continue, since continuance, in any form of existence, is sure to give it a 
surplus of pain over pleasure. Longer existence is greater pain on the 
whole; to be extinguished and be merged in nothingness is therefore 
thought to be the best thing. Best thing for whom ?—The Self. All 
acts of self-sacrifice, self-abnegation, all altruistic impulses again, have 
their root of inspiration and their basis of support or sanction and their 
test or standard of value in a sense of self-satisfaction. Bliss* is the sub- 
stance and expression of the Will-to-be-and-become which, not only the 
living but all existence is. 

The Self conserves itself, or expands and then retires or withdraws 
into itself; and this Will-to-be-and-become is really Joy,‘ and the activity 
which expresses it is “Play”. Not only the Supreme Self, but every centre 
down to the “material” particle, has its Joy‘ and its Play.s “All things 
are systained by a measure of this Joys which‘ as the Whole aac 
measurable. Between the Self and, say, & material centre, the difference 
is not in essence or in kind, but in the form and degree of veiling. | Each 
is Consciousness® and each is Joy,* but in the latter, these are veiled to 
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such an extent (with reference to man at any rate), that they have the 
appearance of not being cither. Even the human Self is more or less 
veiled. Hence, though we can be made to perceive that the Self is essen- 
tially pleasant," still the great amount of pain and suffering which we have 
to bear in life, the “unconsciousness” of swoon and slumber, the dull, 
vapid, indifferent tone of many experiences, the making of sacrifice and 
the occasional courting of death among other things, would seem to indicate 
not indeed that existence is pain as out-and-out pessimists, ancient and 
modern, have contended, but that it is of a mixed nature, and often of 
an indifferent nature. But, in the case of the Self, it is comparatively 
easy to sce through the appearance of pain and indifference. The difficulty 
in some respects, is with other objects. But be it easy or difficult, the 
Scripture says that: The mother is wholly Joy? and Play, and all Her 
creatures, whatever their grade in evolution, must have a share in, and 
be made of, Joy* and Play.s 

It is the law of veiling first to conceal, then to invert (i.e., change 
the sense and direction) of a thing. It is the Principle of Polarity? in 
creation. And all pragmatic experience’ and actions is based upon 
duality.2 If Being,” Consciousness,* Bliss,‘ while remaining so, do not 
also appear as other than so, then there will be no pragmatic experience,’ 
no karma. Action or movement is to realize the impossible, know the 
unknown, and attain the unattained joy‘ or get rid of dissatisfaction.’ 
That which not yet exists, is not yet known, is not yet satisfaction, is there- 
fore presupposed. If all be displayed and realized, then there can be 
no play for the Centres, for the play is essentially one of hide and seek. 
Hence Being,’ Consciousness, and Bliss‘ arc variously veiled and unveiled 
in the universe of experience. As the Whole! and the Immense," Joy‘ 
is pure and perfect. As soon as a limit is drawn, Joy* becomes circums- 
cribed; and it is this bar, this impediment, this restraint which is the seed 
of all pain.” Joy‘ is thus the essence and index of perfect freedom of 
being and functioning.” Since centralized life and existence is necessarily 
limited, impeded being and functioning, we have pain as an incidence 
of life. The “throes” or “travail” of birth and the first cries which the 
new-born babe utters, are symbolic of this. But though limitation imposes 


1 Priya, 
?Lila. A doctrine which Agama Sastra el : - 
à laborat - : 
Dmi aap EE yet atone in praeri a wpm 
i i.e., impediment to Ananda. 10 Pirna. 11 Bhima. 


12 The “bar” is Kancuka born of Maya. 13 Called “Sahajavastha”. 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


POWER. AS CONSCIOUSNESS 391 


pain, it cannot efface the sustaining background of Joy.' If that were 
effaced, the Self, the organ and cells of the organism could not live, for 
vitality? itsclf is Joy.2 As at the back of all finite modes of experience 
the “Ether of Consciousness”* remains, so behind all the pain and joy 
and “indifference” of life, the basis of Joy is given. As the littles life 
is pain, as the great? life is Joy? (a term which, like Gi, is untranslatable). 
Pain, therefore, may be defined as the fecling of restriction of Bliss.’ What 
man calls pleasure and even happiness belong to Pain, with this difference, 
that while feeling them he attends rather to that which is restricted than 
to the restriction itsclf, to what is affirmed rather than to what is denied; 
he looks to what is within the circle of limitation and not to what is outside. 
In feeling pain as pain he feels the restriction, the denial, the negation 
rather than whut is circumscribed, given and affirmed. In his bitterest 
and decpest sufferings, the positive but circumscribed background of joy’ 
can be recognized, but then he may be interested in not what is given, 
but in what has been denied him. By changing the dircction of his interest 
and regard, he can, and sometimes does, touch this ground of joy? while 
he feels himself as being drowned in “a sea of troubles”. Feeling of pain, 
involving as it docs, fecling of restriction, can be made to change its quality 
as well as intensity. Greater regard on the restriction or drawing closcr 
the restricting line, will serve to intensify the feeling; regard on the positive 
side may change its quality and make it one of pleasure; and finally, 
merging all restrictions in the Whole itself, will make it Infinite Bliss.? 
Pain is the negation or restriction of something positive. The First and 
Second Standards defining Liberation" as the complete cessation of Pain" 
would seem to imply that Pain is something positive and Ananda’ merely 
the negation of this. But Vedanta conceiving Liberation"? as realization 
of Supreme Bliss’? makes Bliss' positive; Pain is merely the negation of 
it due to restriction." 

As in cognition it is only the point of p í 
Given which is regarded as the fact cognised and the rest though given 
in consciousness, is ignored, so in the matter of affection” (pleasure and 


ragmatic interest in the total 


“1 Ananda, 2 Prana. 
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pain). The ignored parts of the given universe have all the gradations 
from “‘self-consciousness” to “‘sub-consciousness” or “evanescent conscious- 
ness”. Thus while I am fully conscious of the star Sirius now, I am hardly 
conscious of the ncighbouring stars, of the sounds I may be hearing, of the 
touches, smells and so forth, I may be feeling, of the ideas and memories 
I may be entertaining in the mind. All this wealth of actual experience 
is silently buried in ignorance, because not then useful. It fades into 
semi-consciousness and subconsciousness. In fact, the dividing line between 
conscious and sub-conscious or unconscious is duc to the habit of selective 
attention and regard' having been so consolidated as to practically operate 
as an opaque partition or wall between what is attended to and what 
is not. It is owing to this practical tendency? that mental life becomes 
like a floating ice-berg the greater part of which lies in sub-consciousness. 
It is thus that experience like an ascending and descending curve, now 
rises above the “normal line”, now goes below it. The “normal” is 
settled by the tacit consensus of intercentral practice. This practical 
tendency? often acts therefore as a wall to shut out the “not-wanted” 
in experience, or, from the point of view of the “not-wanted”, as a sort 
of crust more or less completely concealing the fact that it is being ex- 
perienced. By wanting the not-wanted we can to a degree remove this 
crust; and by yoga this partition between conscious and sub-conscious 
may be brought as near as desired to the vanishing point.4 
The same with Bliss.s We are practically used to regard as pleasurable 
or painful such experiences only as lie betewen certain limits. As our 
eye commonly sees only between ccrtain limits, our ear hears only between 
certain limits, so experiences affect us as pleasures or pains only between 
certain limits. Beyond those limits the “affective element or tone” is 
supposed not to exist. Experience is said to be toneless or indifferent 
outside those limits. Inherited tendency? has crected a wall and built a 
crust here as it has in cognition, Many experiences or objects experienced 
are thus thought of as being without “value”. Consider, as a typical 
aps) block of stone lying at the foot of a hill. What has it, we may ask, 
to do with Joy?s To answer this we must raise and decide three issues. 
(c) Is it in itself joy?s (6) Does it know or feel itself as being so? (c) Is it an 
ies > raya or dear) to others? that is, isit pleasing or pleasant? 


4In Y pa Heent sy) Vyavahāra samskāra. 
; a ga al AE eing the Samskāras which are, in fact, subtle (Sükpma) 
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Taking the last issue first, we put two queries: (1) Is it pleasing to 
ourselves? and (2) Is it pleasing to some other than ourselves? We sepa- 
rate these two because we are commonly so much occupied with ourselves 
and our own likes and dislikes that we do not care to consider whether 
a thing, not being useful and pleasing to us, may or may not be useful 
and pleasing to others. Let us turn up the stone and we shall find that, 
possibly, many worms and insects live under its shelter, so that that stone 
is as useful and dear! to them as our own sheltering roof is useful and 
dear! to us. And, for anything we know, that stone may be dear! not 
merely to the worms that our eyes may discover there, but to myriads 
of other unnoticed creatures living on, about, and in the pores of the 
stone. And we can gencralize and say that what is true of a block of 
stone is true of everything; there is not a thing but is dear! to some in 
some relation or other? In this sense, to be “dear” is a common mark 
of things. Now, coming next to ourselves, the stone may be dear! to us 
if we have the interest of a geologist or of one who loves the landscape 
of which it is a part. But let us suppose that apart from such special 
interests and associations, (and not, moreover, stumbling and getting 
ourselves hurt by it), we are looking at the block of stone at the foot of 
yonder hill. Is it dear? This is an important question which, being 
answered, will lead to a decision as regards the first and second issues 
raised above. 

Let it be considered merely as an object of perception. Now as an 
object of perception apart from all practical interests, it is a measure? 
of Joy.s The play of practical interests will make it either pleasurable 
or painful; but its nature as Joy‘ is given in perception as such. Since 
man is not commonly intcrested in this basis of joy, but rather in Gar 
superstructure of pleasure or pain raised on this basis by the “organic 
reverberation of “resonance” evoked by that perception, we veil and 
ignore it, and think as though it were in itself a ‘“‘toneless” and indifferent 
perception. But this is a mistake. Suspending for a time all practical 
interests, and looking up to the blue vault of the sky, or looking at the 
wide stretch of a field or a mass of water or a forest, we can. certainly 
experience a kind of serene, quiet satisfaction, which is the basis of joy, 
normally given in every perception, but which is perhaps less veiled in 

1 Priya. 
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the cases just cited than in others. We can touch and realize this basis 
more and more closely in proportion as we can rid ourselves of our ordinary 
practical interests in modes of perception tending to produce organic 
resonance as pleasures and pains. 

Strikingly analogous is the case ofsound. We hear a varicty of sounds 
and are interested in them. This prevents our attending to a kind of 
continuous sound (a continuous Om) which is the basis of all sounds, and 
which some may hear by disengaging thcir attention from the varieties, 
and listening in a quiet place and in their calmer moments. Ina crowded 
place, a moment is never quite quiet, for there are then at least “dispersed” 
sound vibrations in the atmosphere (like dispersed lightwaves during 
twilight). But in the country-side and in a secluded place, one can 
listen and perhaps hear the uninterrupted Om. A similar experiment 
may be necessary for verifying the normal basis of Joy! given in every 
perception. ‘‘Civilization” however which removes us from life in Nature 
and according to Naturc, removes us from this basis of Joy! which is Life, 
though it may create for us varieties of pleasures and pains. In the Vedas, 
as also in other ancient Revelations, such everyday natural occurences 
as the rising and setting of the sun, the coming of darkness, rain, thunder- 
storm and flashes of lightning, and so on, are experiences of intense Joy, 
but we now almost wonder how it could ever have been so. We have 
learnt to ignore the normal joy of natural perceptions. In the Rigveda 
and in the Upanisads, the very wind, earth, water, sun, plants, etc., are 
perceived to shed drops of “honey” ;2 are seen to live, move and have 
their being in a measureless Joy;3 are loved as beautiful. In such a 
view the philosophy of, and outlook on, life and existence is such that 
death is not death to him who sees; old ages is not such to him; pain 
is not pain to him, because he recognises that the Self or Atma is Sat-Git- 
Ananda (Being- Consciousness-Bliss), and as such cannot die, age, and be 
touched by pain and sorrow.¢ 

Evil and pain there are in the world, and what man ordinarily calls 
pleasure may be hardly better than pain. But evil and pain exist by veiling 
and limiting essential joy which life and existence is; so that even when pain 


is Een is also the veiled background ofjoy prevading it and envelop- 
1 
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ing it on all sides. Evil and pain are not, and cannot be in Vedanta, the true 
word and the last word for man. Consistently with this outlook on life, 
the Sastra forbids for example, the writing and enacting of tragic dramas: 
union and joy must be the last word, even in a play, instead of death 
and sorrow. From witnessing a tragedy we come, on the other hand, 
laden with sorrow, possessed by evil and sorrow as if these were the realities 
in existence compared. with which our pleasures and joys arc felt to be 
«iridescent air bubbles now gay in the sunshine and then broken by the 
passing wind”. A real tragedy thus tends to invert the true order, relation 
and proportion of joy and sorrow in life and existence; it seems to fill all 
existence with an unfathomable abyss of pathos on which the so-called 
joys of life burst like empty bubbles. The Hindu has not countenanced 
this tendency in his ancient drama, which, though it admits evil and pain 
as a subsidiary element, has refused to admit it as the fundamental, essen- 
tial, primary and final theme. - 

That every object is a measure of Joy is implied in the Vedanta view 
of Perception. Perception is an act of owning—cognition is recognition— 
a recognition of the essential identity between the Self which knows and 
the object that is known. The Self has its own veils of limitation—suc- 
cessive layers, so to say, of the Veil of increasing grossness, from the sheath 
of Joy! to the gross physical body.? The “object” has its own “layers” 
of crust too according to its past action or Karma determining its present 
condition. Both have Karma and enjoyment of pleasure and pain,’ 
and both have sheaths* appropriate to the needs of their special kinds 
of Karma and enjoyment The latter has its “Self” and Play too, as 
later explained. Now, when the first perceives the second,“ there is 
recognition of the essential identity between the two by the first. The 
crusts of both are so to say pierced in the act of perceiving, the essence 
of the one coming directly in touch with that of the other, and both being 
recognised as “the same”. This is owning. And what is the Selfs beneath 
the cheaths ?7 What is the innermost being of the Aimar but Joy? 
Hence, there could be no act of owning, and therefore of perceiving, if 
the Self, in perceiving a block of stone, did not recognise it as essentially 
Joy also. Perceiving is thus Joy leaping up to joy; one battery of Power 


1 Anand kofa. 
2 Annmava Koka: See Taitiriya-Up. fer treatment of the five Kofas. 
3 That is Adrsta or Bhoga. 4 Kola. 
5 Lila 6 Pramata. 
TI, 3, 17. 
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as Gitfakti sparking out to another. The ancient Vedic practice of 
producing fire by the friction of two pieces of wood! may be treated as 
symbolic of this.2 Fire, latent in both, is evoked by friction. So Cit 
and Ananda or Joy, latent in both the self and the stone—may be, more 
latent in the one than in the other—is evoked by that action which we 
call sensing and attending. The Vedic parable of two clouds, charged 
with ‘celestial fire, between which lightning passes, is again suggestive 
of this. A really unconscious thing? could not be known—because it 
is on that hypothesis, not what the knower and knowledge‘ are, i.¢., Cit. 
The third “Pole”? of the “Polar Triangle,” 7.e., the Known, must be of 
the essence of the other two. 

In many Vedic “parables” Indra is described as killing Vritra by 
Vajra (commonly translated as lightning). Clouds have gathered but 
it is not yet raining. Why? Because the minute raindrops forming 
the clouds are by some hidden influence prevented from gravitating 
together and forming drops big enough to fall. That hidden influence 
is Vriira. But behold, flashes of lightning begin to pass from cloud to 
cloud, whereby the resisting power of Vriira is overcome; and it now 
begins to rain. By Vajra Vriira has been killed. From rain comes food, 
from food “beings”.‘ This is the meaning on “the physical plane”. 
But it may be made to yield a deeper meaning also. It symbolizes the 
commonest of facts. In the act of knowing, there is the knower and 
there is the object to be known. The knower does not yet know it. Why? 
Because each is encrusted in “ignorance”. Because each has constituted 
itself an alien with respect to the other—because the latter has been, 
disowned and flung away as unconscious.” This Power: we may symbo- 
lise by Vritra; Indra is then Cit Sakti functioning as Self and using the 
mind and the senses. Vajra is the attentive direction of the mind and 
senses by which the coverings of Self and the object are pierced, and 
one is brought into rapport with the other. Both Mind and Matter are 
Joy om which creation proceeds. 
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calls to mind that all Principles! and Divinitics? are in him, have evolved 
from the Supreme Self,3 and return again to It. All the Principles and 
their Devatas* evolve from and are resolved into the Supreme Self.s These 
two afferent and efferent activities are represented in the Mantra-Sastra 
by Hamsah and Soham.: After Bhitasuddki comes mental worship,’ 
and then finally external worship or worship on the plane of matter.® 
These are the three stages of assimilation of the worshipper to the Devaia 
or Divinity of his worship. In the first, the former calls to mind that 
he and all else are in ultimate essence—Sat-Cit-Ananda.—The Yogic 
expression of this is Soham (I am He), Sa’ham (“She I am”). In yoga 
all veils are lifted.» In Sadhana (as worship) the Subject and the Object 
of worship are both invested with the veil of the refined “stuff,” that is, 
“Mind.'0 The worshipper, though he has previously assured himself of 
the essential identity between himself and the Form worshipped, yet 
places his Mind"! in a worshipful attitude with a view to as nearly as 
possible assimilate it to that of the Divinity or Devata which is, ex hypothesi, 
purer and more potent than his. Lastly, comes worship on the vital 
and physical planes.!2 In this, what has been realized by the worshipper 
within himself, that is on the higher planes, namely, cssential identity 
as Sat-Cit-Ananda, and assimilation of Mind as nearly as can be to that 
of the Devatā, is projected on to the vital and physical planes.» By 
such projection, lines of mentative cnergy (or substance-cnergy) arc made 
to impinge upon the “matter” of the “Image” worshipped. These lines 
or streams of mentative and vital substance-energy'* envelop the matter 
_ of the Image, create round about it. an aura of “radiants energy which 
so acts upon the “material” crust of the idol that, whilst remaining 
apparently as matter to the senses, it becomes dematerialized for the wor- 
shipper in this sense that Consciousness, Mind and Vital Force's ordinarily 


3 Auna Saccidanandamaya. 
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latent or folded up in it (from the pragmatic standpoint), become evoked, 
awakened and patent. This is what Prapapratistha or “Life giving” 
rite means, or is supposed to effect. After this, the Image! is no longer 
to the worshipper “matter” only. It becomes in perception as it already 
was in reality Consciousness, Mind and Life.2 And these are not a 
mere reflex, as the image of the sun in the mirror is a reflex of the sun. 
The worshipper’s Consciousness is not simply reflected in, imaged by 
something which is unconscious and remains so. In other words, it is 
not unconsciousness looking like Consciousness.« What the projective 
action of the worshipper does is to cast the “radiant” energy of his own 
inner being (vastly potentized by Bhitasuddhi and mental worship)s over 
the matter of the Image thereby evoking, unfolding, “waking up,” adjusting 
the “radiant” stuff and energy folded up init. This is, so to say, piercing 
the crust of Matter, evoking Consciousness,’ Lifes and Mind? in it, and 
bringing the whole into rapport with the Consciousness and Mind of the 
worshipper. The “awakened’® Devata is thus no mere “creature” of 
the worshipper, and thus “smaller” than him. The degree to which 
this can be effected is determined by the extent to which the worshipper 
j has been able to evoke and dynamize himself, spiritually and vitally. 
The worshipper then secs, after the life-invoking ceremony,? not something 
alien and unconscious! in relation to himself, but an embodiment of 
Power as Cit, Power as Mind! and Power as Life.2 The preliminary 
Bhittasuddhi rite has enabled. him to recognize this essential identity 
(Soham). To the Divinity he has in part assimilated himself in mental 
worship."3 It now stands before his senses as an Embodiment of fuller 
Power of knowledge, will and action" (similar to but fuller than himself 

which he now worships for the four desirable forms of Good).!5 
This, briefly, is the theory of the practice, as properly understood : 
whether this theory, and this claim can be substantiated is not so much a 
matter for speculative argument, as one for experimental proof. But 
ım any case, worship or Päjā is at base a recognition of essential identity 
and an experimental assimilation, as near as can be, of the form of the 
worshipper to that of the Devaia on the planes of Mind!! and Life’? at least, 
1 The Pratima or that which is placed “belo 
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since Matter, being the principle of inertia and solidity,” does not casily 
(though it does, however, upon the necessary conditions being fulfilled) 

change its form since it is guru—that is heavy or ponderous. And what 

is more important to our present enquiry—the theory of worship! is also. 
substantially the theory of Perception. Perception, as Vedanta holds, 

is an act of assimilation between the Subject and the Object, effected 

by the Mind?—energy of the former going out through the senses to 

where the object is, enveloping it and assuming its form, and revealing 

its essential nature as Cit and as Bliss.3 And this is what is supposed 

to be effective in the Life-giving rite or Prapapratistha. Thus Prapa- 

pratistha is perception and perception is Prapapratistha. In both it is 

seen that what is “there” (i.e., in the worshipper) is also “‘there,’4 (i.e. 

in the image). In the course of worship with a lamp, a fivefold flame 

of light is waved.s This symbolizes the play and offering of the five 

vital forces‘ as well as of the five senses of perception (as also, the five 

elements of matter envelopes and so forth). 

The Self is, in its substratum, recognized as Bliss. Perception is 
really the perception of essential identity between the Self and the object, 
whether in the review and statement of the perception, which are com- 
monly swayed by practical interests, expression be given to such identity 
or not. In the review of the perception the object may possibly figure 
as a stranger, as a rival or even as an enemy. But the superimposition 
of these characters does not destroy the basis of essential identity 
felt implicitly in perception. It follows therefore that the object of experi- 
ence, in its substratum, is like the Self, implicitly felt as Joy or Ananda. 
This conclusion follows deductively from the premises about the nature 
of the Self, and that of Perception. And it has been shown before that, 
apart from practical interests and tendencies which variously limit experi- 
ences and oppose them to one another, experience of objects, as of Self, 
is actually and intuitively an experience of bliss,? upon the basis of which 
pleasures and pains may variously intermix and inter-play. Thus tie 
first question we raised before, whether a block of stone is in itself Joy. 

“thing as experienced”. 


is answered. By “thing” we mean of course 
The second issue raised before viz., whether a block of sione koon 
itsclf as Bliss? as the Self knows itself, is one which cannot be directly 
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decided, because here the question is not what the thing may be to us, but 
what it is to itself. We are driven therefore to infer from signs or marks. We 
are to proceed either a priori or deductively or a posteriori or inductively. 

In the former case, we begin with a general view of existence (being 
and becoming) such as is given in these premises; Being is Cit or Cons- 
ciousness. It becomes or evolves as Power. In becoming It finitizes 
and. centralizes Itself as the selves, whereby different Centres with finite 
“fields” of being appear. These are the Centres of Power as Matter, 
Power as Life, Power as Mind. But since Cit alone is working as 
Substance-Energy, these Centres of Matter, Life and Mind are essentially 
Centres of Git Sakti. And since the Atman manifesting as the Self is 
not anything other than a Centre of Cit-Sakti, the Atman is everywhere— 
in man, in the amoeba, and in a particle of dust. The forms or “sheaths” 
of Cit-Sakti differ of course in the different cases. But in principle, 
Atman is everywhere — in an atom of Hydrogen, for example. It is as 
Power, the Centre-making Principle, and it must be there, where there 
is a centre of being and operation. A material particle, an amoeba, a 
plant, an animal, a man—all are Atman which is Consciousness, though 
in the last named that Consciousness has become evolved to such an 
extent as to appear as what is called ‘“‘Self-Consciousness”’. 

Self may be experienced in three forms: sub-consciously as in the 
amoeba and other low organisms, intuitively as perhaps in some of the 
higher animals including man; and rationally or logically as perhaps in 
man alone (excluding for the moment higher Spirtual Beings) who thus 
formulates his sclf-consciousness in definite judgments such as “I know 
this jar,” “I will do this action”, and so forth. The operation of practical 
interests and tendencies in man commonly determines him to note and 
accept life and existence only within certain limits; and sometimes the 
limits have been imposed upon his organism and his instruments of cogni- 
tion. ‘Thus the eye, the ear, and so forth can know only within certain 
approximate limits. Attention also has its limits. These practical 
limits, as useful in ordinary experience! are responsible for the experience 
of the à developing” man being graded into three or four orders. Thus, 
according to one scheme, there are experiences: gross,? subtle,’ and 
supreme.* According to another we have—gross, subtle,’ causal,‘ and 
Supreme or transcendent.? The experience of the developing man deve- 
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lops into these orders to forms. That ‘of the ordinary man is commonly 
restricted to the gross order or form. Thus it is gross experience to feel 
that there is “no” life in a block of stone; “no” consciousness and bliss in it 
or even in the plant which is taken as “living”; “no” self anywhere except 
in man. Some of the Cartesians went so far as to deny consciousness or 
feeling even to the higher animals. Thus man is made to stand quite 
apart from the rest of creation. The denial of consciousness and life to 
other world-forms is due to man’s ignorance and to the fact that he has 
learnt to commonly recognise and accept the Self only within certain 
limits. We have given to Self pragmatic definitions which reduce it com- 
monly to the plane of gross and ordinary experience. 

Even in ourselves we do not commonly know the Self as a whole but 
only in a part. Man’s Selfis really the Presiding Self of a number of selves 
that are in him. Every cell, every organ, every sense of the body has its 
own Self! which, as such, is the manifestation of the Devaté which is the 
cosmic mode of a particular form of Consciousness as Power or Git- 
Sakti. The microcosm? repeats and involves what Cit-Saktis are at 
play in the macrocosm: Aditya (“the Sun”), for example, is the Devata 
of the eye.) Each Devata in the body has his own sphere* of domestic 
control and economy. The Self of man’s Common Self-consciousness,* 
is only the president of a particular collectivity “the united states”, each, 
domestically controlled by its own Cit-Sakti7 In fact, there is no creation 
where the polarity of Cit as Efficiency Power (i. ¢., Git-Sakti, technically 
so called and Cit as Material Power i.¢., Méaya-Sakti) is not involved and 

_Tepeated. Everywhere there is “material” to be controlled and fashioned 
and a “Controlling Principle”.* In every cell, for instance, there 1s" Matter’ 
reby this is done 

and supervised —which Biology vaguely describes as Vital Power—is a 


i EN: 5, 23 
3 Sec Chhand Brihadara yaka and some ot he Su Brih a, Vs 5; 2; 
Cuhandogya 1, 68, and I, 7,5; 2 entify pts Devata in the Sun and the pyan in the Eye. 
ikāra. s Tiva e 
1Cf. the dispute between Prana {ie Chief Devata) and the Devatas of the Eye, Ear, 
Speech, etc., described in some of the Upanisads. E 


8 See Ante “Power as Life ”— Appendix. ee 
naa ona IV ik, 2 and 3, place Indra and his wife Ìn the right and left eyes 
respectively, and explain. 
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But even the government of this Self is not ordinarily complete. There 
are many “States” in our organism which, apparently and directly, lie 
outside its jurisdiction. The activities or affairs of those States, though 
affecting the general tone and character of experience, are commonly 
both sub-conscious and involuntary. Several systems of ganglia in the 
spinal column, for example, are of this type. They may be seats and 
organs of many race-instincts, individual habits, reflex and automatic 
actions, and soon. They have their own Devatas or Selves. These Selves, 
though generally co-operating with the “Self”, are commonly outside 
its cognisance and control. If “‘selective or purposive action” be accepted 
as the test of Cit-Sakti, then, it may be shown by experiment that all 
nerve-centres are centres of Cit-Sakti: all select their action. Those 
who have experimented with animals in which the cerebral matter has 
been removed, affirm that such an animal can be made to go through 
almost the whole round of reflex and instinctively selective actions which 
constitute the normal life of the animals. The noticeable difference, as 
William James points out, seems to be increased inertia or loss of spontan- 
eity in its actions. This can be explained by the hypothesis that the lower 
ganglia have their own Controlling Principle or Self, and though this 
Self may keep itself somewhat in the background and hide its activity in 
sub-consciousness while the “cerebral Self” is there, it may rise into pro- 
minence and do office for the cerebral Self where or when the latter is 
inactive or its control ineffectual. In the experiments cited, the “lower” 
self becomes a substitute for the “higher”. 

In certain hypnotic subjects again there is effected what may be called 
exchange or substitution of functions between one sense and another ¢.8-, 
the sense of sight and that of touch. And since, according to the Sastra, 
the human birth is preceded by countless other forms of birth, and ten- 
dencies of different births are as tendencies stored up, there is in man not 
only the “cerebral self” and the selves of other ganglia, organs and senses, 
but the countless selves of the previous births (a few, perhaps, are human 
or super-human, whilst most are sub-human) brought over and folded 
up with their characteristic impressions and tendencies.1 Of the innu- 
merable “groups” of tendencics! those only fructify which are pertinent 
or relevent to the human birth, by the Law of Similars, the rest, though 
given, do not unfold and make themselves kinctic.2 In man therefore 


1 
2See Patanjala Dargana, IVth Chapter discussing the whole question. 
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there is a Plurality of Selves or Personalities. Sometimes two or more 
“Personalities” may dissociate from each other and each becomes, or tends 
to become, an independent conscious Personality. Cases are on record in 
which in hypnotic patients or in mediums or in somnambulists, or else in 
yogins, Personalities with widely contrasted characters appear and hold 
their sway.! In many forms of practical method? again, particularly 
in Initiation, there is effected superimposition of a higher Self upon a 
less developed one whereby the lattér’s development is extraordinarily 
accelerated. We need not adduce further examples. The point sought 
to be established is this that of the manifested selfs as a whole in us we 
commonly know but little. Our interest is so little and so partial, and 
our ignorance so deep and so great. 
But let us consider the familiar marks of the existence of Personality. 

A stone or even a dog is commonly to us not a “person”; it is only an 
“individual”. But is this an absolute distinction? Let us try the marks. 
There are several marks by which we recognise Self in another human 
person. All these are at the root expressions of one fundamental mark: 
action springing out of Bliss,‘ that is, free or spontaneous action. Action 
arising out of bliss3 is play.” Hence the self is what is capable of, and 
in fact does, play.1. The Supreme Self or Lord is full of play,* the world 
being His play.» The finite Self is a finite reproduction, is made “in the 
image,” 10 of the Lord. Play’ is threefold: in creation, in sustenance, in 
dissolution. Wherever there is Self, we must have evidence there of 
“Play” in these three aspects. That is, Self must, out of essential bliss 5 
create, maintain and destroy. But there is a difference between the 
Supreme Self and the finite self created by the Veiling Principle which 
veils and finitizes and conditions Consciousness,!! Bliss* and Play.7 The 
Supreme Self is the Lord of Maya (the veiling and conditioning Principle) 
but the finite Self is subject to it. Hence in every finite Self both Bliss 6 

1 F '2Sā É 3 Diksa. a 

s Ths inar significance of the 2 Seated fight between Devas and Asuras, in which ot 
latter often depose Indra from his lordship over the three ety Kees Se hares 
pd eee E» dreaming: pare Ue t aens Power, is in one sense, 
the fight Been: narra but opposite Personalities in the sādhaka as man. 

z pahana: 1 Lila. 8 pung ie De itso; 

9 Lila. Brih.-Up., I, 3, 3—“Sa vai naiva reme”—Alone He could not enjoy; 

itri- "6 (Kha). Sūtra, II, 1, 33—"Lokavattu liakaivalyam.? n ra- 
nase Gi Baamas taingea. gaan MPA 
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and Play! are relatively and variously veiled and conditioned. The 
essence of the Self, which is Bliss and Play, can nowhere be completely 
suppressed and effaced, however. It may be more veiled and conditioned 
in A than in B, more in B than in C, and so on, We have accordingly 
a descending series of Bliss and Play manifestation, starting from the 
Supreme Self down to the densest or grossest matter.2 As we descend, 
we have play! more and more veiled, more and more conditioned, till 
coming to Matter we are presented with the appearance of “insensate” 
being where behaviour, as physicists believe, is “absolutely” determined. 
Matter, thus, appears to us as the vanishing point of Bliss? and Play.' 

But it is not really that. In matter an unexhausted residue of Bliss? 
and Play! is still left, though ordinarily man has no suspicion of it. Ordi- 
narily he is not interested in looking for Play’ beyond certain familiar 
terms of the series referred to. It is said in the Sastra that after gross, 
solid matter has been created, Sakti or Cosmic Power becomes *coiled’”* 
or rests. As such, She is given at the Basic’ Centre which is the centre 
of solid matter.¢ Kundalini Sakti is Consciousness, Bliss and Play.’ Hence 
in matter too there is an infinite reservoir of Bliss? and Play. And part 
of this fund is patent, kinetic also, though matter may commonly present 
to us an appearance of absolute lack of spontancity or freedom. Ascending 
the series, we come to plants and animals and, then, to man. The lowest 
type of life, say the amoeba, is noticeably characterized by play. Its 
behaviour as a whole is unforsceable, incalculable; though it may be 
only approximately so. Its behaviour generally conforms to that of the 
type; but every individual speck of protoplasm has a life of its own too; 
its idiosyncrasy; its play, and therefore, its Self, It has its own slightly, 
and often unnoticeably peculiar “curve” of life which generally or abstract- 
edly conforms to the general equation of the curve representing the life 
of the species. It has its “personal equation”. A crystal, which grows 
according to a definite geometrical pattern, has an idiosyncrasy of its 
own; its own eccentricities; its own play. Deterministic physical ex- 


planations are always ultimately faced with a residuum or margin of 


eccentricities, which, as it is pursued, recedes and recedes like the chased 
horizon, but never completely vanishes. 


1 Lila. .  2Bhūta. Ananda 
4 Kundalini. z  Malnahara 
6Ksiti-Tattva. See The Power. 5 


7Cinmayi, Anandamayi an Lilimayi. 
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In man, Maya, in the form of subtle tendencies! and gross embodi- 
ment of tendencies (i.e., the physical body, senses, ctc.,) imposes limitations 
or conditions on his essential being and activity which are Joy? and Play. 
But through all limitations his essential freedom vents itself. In all his 
actions, however much determined, hc is a free agent,* whether his freedom 
may be vented through spontaneity or through volition. His cssential 
freedom is never altogether suppressed; his “empirical determinism” is 
never absolutely complete. In man we may, however, have grades 
of freedom. Accordingly, we have three orders of Man : Pasu, Vira 
and Divya.s The first is in Pasa or bonds‘ (never absolutely so, however), 
that is subject to the veil;? the second is a “hero”s who is active to free 
himself from them that is to lift the veil;? the third is a man in whom 
the pafa has become so light or slender!” that he is practically a master 
of himself.11 The object of ritual and yoga practice"? is to gain complete 
mastery over the limiting and conditioning Principle or Maya.’ The 
object attained is Self-Rule."' It is the consummation of what Kant 
and other Western thinkers have conceived as the Autonomy of the Self 
or “Practical Reason”. 

We have briefly reviewed the ladder by ascending and descending. 
Now, let us return to our block of stone. A priori argument has been 
given to show that the essential mark of the Self (ie., play)’ should be 
recognisable in it also. Ahalyd, the wife of the Rsi Gautama, was according 
to the Sastra transformed into a stone for a sin she had unwittingly 
committed. The contact of Sri Ramacandrd’s lotus fect retransformed 
her into human shape. This, either way, could not be stated to be possible 
if stone and man were considered to be essentially unlike each other; if; 
for example, Self which is in the latter were not really, though in a less 
developed form, given in the former. Similarly, when in worship NNS 
sought to “dematerialize” a piece of stone, and evoke in it Cit, Lifer 


1 Samskiras. 2 Ananda. Li. o 

sA Karta, lilamaya. The psycho-physical which is a manifetanen of the Power 
of the Atman is determined but the Atman itself is ever free (nityamukta). 

5 Sce for explanation of these terms Sakti and Sakta. 


6 Hence called Pasu. ` + Prakriti 
7 He is subject to the veiling factor of the Psycho-physical Principle as ti or Maya. 
Vira. 


9 In whom the Rajas guna in the Psycho-physical Principle is active to suppress veiling 
and te present coniciotmean aly that of Sattva-guna l 
is bond then being mainly that o guna- n s 
"1 Svarājyasiddhi. Cehandogya, VII, 25, 2; also Brih, in some places. 
12 Sadhana. 13 Prana. 
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and Mind,! success can be had only because, in reality itisso. By practice? 
man only breaks the bonds of his own ignorance and non-rcalization, and 
dematerializes that which, chiefly with reference to his veiling tendencies, 
has appeared as dead, senseless, Selfless “matter”. By veiling tendency 
we mean a specific form of limiting tendency which is both caused and 
presupposed by a particular type of practical living‘ in the world. This 
ignorances is often spoken of in the Sastra as a cave,6 sometimes as night,’ 
and occasionally as sleep. When the Lord of the Veil veils Himself, 
the veiling, in that aspect, is called yoga sleep. In relation to finite Selves, 
who are not complete masters of their ignorance’ or “sleep”,® the veil 
is an Obstructing Power. 

As in the vedic parable Indra or Aditya, led by ushā (Dawn), first 
hears the lowing of the cows in the cave, and then proceeds to liberate 
them; so the Self of the aspirant! directed by the drawing perception 
of Truth," first hears, so to say, the call of the Self shut up in the cave 
of “Matter,” and then recognises that Matter is only another form" of 
Saccidananda, as it were solid masses afloat in the unbounded sea .of 
Being-Consciousness and Joy! as Sri Ramakrishna ‘Paramahamsa 
used to say. In fact the cosmic Cause evolves matter through and. alter 
Mind's which must as an effect involve its cause though in a subtle! 
form. The same operation of “spiritualizing” matter is more systematically 
tried in Kundalini Yoga. Kundalini Sakti or latent causal Power at xest 
which is at the Radical Centre's—the centre of solidity!7—is the embodi- 
ment of all the 36 modes of Reality-Power,!* the synthesis of all forms 
of Power,» knowing, willing, acting,» and the Synthesis of all units of 
“Sounds”. The Svayambhu-Linga in the Radical Centre round which 
Sakti or Power has coiled herself up in “three ‘coils and a half,” is the 
Self or Atman in the Principle of solid matter which is sheathed by the 
coils of the “Serpent Power” here immanent in Matter in its grossest 


; Manas. 2 Sadhana. 
Avidya-samskéra, 4 Vyavahara. 5 Avidya. 
: Guha 7 Rātri. 
idrā. For exampl -nidrā -pervasive” 
in the sch me è we hear of the yoga-nidrā of Visnu (The “All-p ve”) 
i a-Sakti. 10 Sādhaka. 11 Tattva-drsti 
12 Vigraha. 13 ida aS 
$ Bush, he ae Saccidananda, 
i 16 Maladh : 
z Tie Prithivi or “carth” Centre. Sa Gee 18 Sarva-tattva-rupini. 
rva-gakti-svaripini. 20 Jnanagakti asakti iyasakti 
i pcan pare w$ Jn ti, Ichchhāśakti and Kriyasakti. 


abda, sce The Serpent Power. 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


POWER AS CONSCIOUSNESS 407 


form.! All this signifies that Matter really involves Self or Atman and 
the Power whereby this Self is sheathed is really Perfect Power, though 
“asleep”. It is not, therefore, merely what the physicist would recognise 
as Physical Force or Energy. Mind as Buddhi and other forms are all 
there in it. As the Basal Centre has its Linga or Self, so have the other 
Centres? in which other forms of Matter and Mind? are represented. 
The Self of the Yogi so acts on these Centres that what is coiled up in 
them becomes uncoiled, what is latent patent. Thus the Material Tattvas 
are successively “spiritualized,” and are ultimately cast as offerings into 
the “Fire of Supreme Consciousness and Bliss” in highest realization. 

An atom of matter, according to this conception, is not dead, inert, 
insensate and selfless. In it the Effulgent Person of whom the Chhandogya 
says that He is possessed of golden hair and a golden. beard and so forth 
(who can be seen in the “Sun,’’ also, on a smaller scale, in the pupil of 
one’s cyes) is in disguise, a disguise duc partly at least to the necessity 
of having to deal with it in specific pragmatic relations of enjoyment and 
suffering, and, therefore, would not cxist in, and as this particular disguise 
if man’s unseen result of Karma,‘ were, or could be made, different. 
The disguise is relative to the conditions of present practice? which set 
down certain limitations to the functioning of the instruments of appre- 
hension and thinking in man. If one could apprehend the fourth dimen- 
sion, for instance, a stone would not be to him what it is to us. So again, 
if one could exercise subtle vision,* one might sec or hear the actual dance 
of the particles in a stone — a dance which though it may conform generally 
to a measure and law? might be seen as not wholly determined or bound 
by it, but as the expression!® of Joy,'! even as man’s own voluntary acuona 
are so admittedly. This stone, too, has its unscen Karma‘ by which 
its position and state in the cosmic system are determined relatively 
to those of other objects. Irrespectively of other objects, therefore, K 
is not what it appears to be : a block of stone. It is the Whole.!? This 
is if Kaivalya — that is, its being apart from specific relations torota 
beings in a stressing cosmic system. Even in actual relations, it is not 


relatively to one class of objects what it may be relatively to; another 
ber of the cosmic stress-system, it 


class. So long as a thing is a mem 
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is a certain thing relatively to man who “is his own measure”. Man 
thus thinks that, relatively to the stone, he is the knower or cnjoyer,! 
whilst the stone is known and enjoyed? only. But this is veiled thinking. 
The stone is, according to its unseen karma* a knower and enjoycr also. 
In the case of the sculptor and the stone we have “enjoying” in both, 
though, in accordance with his unscen Karma, the fact may be patent 
and pronounced in the former, and, in accordance with its Karma, it 
may be latent and hidden in the latter. All that we have a right to say 
is this however that it is latent and hidden in the latter relatively to our 
Karma? or to that of others who are, or are conceived by us to be, consti- 
tuted and “‘cosmically situated” similarly to us. It need not necessarily 
be so, relatively to other constitutions and cosmic situations. 
Explanation by an Universal “‘Over-soul” and Reservoir of Power 
will not materially affect the position stated above. Git-Sakti in evolving 
as the World of Forms, divides itself, so to say, into a double linc of mani- 
festation — cosmic and micro-cosmic. Thus there are, on one hand, 
Universal Life, and individual, finite lives, on the other.s The Universal 
is the causal ground of the individual or particular. The individual 
thus arises out of the Universal, and in dissolution‘ is dissolved in it again. 
The Universal is therefore not simply the aggregate of the particulars. 
Thus Hiranyagarbha? is not merely the sum of individual lives? and minds.’ 
It is their beginning and cnd. And co-cxisting with them, it controls 
them and lies at the back of them as an inexhaustible fund of vital and 
mentative powcr. It is also their connecting and pervading “medium” 
like ether of matcrial bodics. Its control, however, is not determination. 
And an individual Centre by “closing the circuit” between itself and the 
Universal Self, can draw upon that gencral fund of power. In that 
casc, cosmic power flows on into the individual and fills it, just as, on the 
physical plane, electricity may, through conductors, flow from one body 
into another and saturate it. As in matter, flow presupposes difference 
of level, pressure or potential, so in life and mind, flow implies that one 
object is relatively greater or fuller in power than another. But the lesser 
thing, though actually or apparently lesser, must have potential capacity, 
so that it may contain currents of life more than what it ordinarily does 
contain. That is, even in the case of actual conduction of cosmic power 
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into a finite Centre, we must presuppose that the latter has potential 
capacity greater than its actual or seeming capacity; which means that 
though, practically and seemingly, it is finite and small, yet really and 
potentially, it is great. And since there can be sct no limit to what a 
“finite” Centre can contain of the Power of the Cosmic Self flowing on 
into it, we must presuppose that its capacity is potentially indefinitely 
great or infinite. 

Hence in order that Cosmic Power in a large measure may flow 
into it, its potential capacity must to that extent be kinetized. Otherwise, 
a well remaining a well will never contain the sea. To contain it it must 
be sea itself. And it can become the sea because really, though not “in 
ordinary use,” it is the sea. Hence the position that a finite thing, even 
though material, is merely an empirical! form in which the Measureless? 
and Whole? appears as Littles and Imperfect,* and sectional, is not 
affected by the view that a finite thing’s accession to power (physical, 
vital or mental) is due to the-conduction into it of Power from a Cosmic 
Reservoir. We have seen that such conduction and expansion and 
filling of the Little is possible, because under the action of the Cosmic 
Power it can be, more or less nearly, assimilated to the state of the latter; 
and that it can be so assimilated because potentially it is identical with 
or similar to the Cosmic Power. In fact, while turning a “finite” face 
to other centres and in world-experience,¢ it must be conceived as turning 
an infinite face also to the Infinite Self. 

Or the position may be stated thus: It is the Universal Self? who, 
whilst remaining as such, finitizes itself by veiling into a plurality of finite 
selves; the Universal thus appears in two forms — as Universal and as 
Particulars which are really the Universal but variously self-veiling. 
The finite centre’s drawing the current of Universal Life really therefore 
means the Patent and Manifest Universal removing the veil It has put 
on in, and as, the finite particular. It is really Infinity discovering Infinity 
in the midst of pragmatic limitations created by Itself. The conduction 
or “flow” view, therefore, instead of shewing that the little is little, shows 
that the little is great, the finite infinite. Greatness is not merely “thrust 
u » s e it is “born” great, and therefore 

pon” it by an extraneous Agency; 1t 15, That Mind 
naturally “achieves,” or is made to achieve, greatness. t 
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and Life! are given in a block of stone is a position which from this view 
of things remains unshaken. 

But, as on the material plane, we have induction of vital and mental 
power also, which directly suggests that a “small” thing has a great 
capacity. In conduction, power actually flows from a source to a receiver, 
and the amount added to the latter is subtracted from the former. In 
induction, a charged body by its “influence” evokes a corresponding 
charge in another body. There is no actual give and take. In induction, 
Power in the two bodies is of the same sign; in conduction, Power disposes 
itself in opposite poles in the two bodies. Suppose we take two bodics 
X and Y of which the former is charged with positive electricity. Now, 
what happens if Y be brought close to it (but not in contact)? Suppose 
the faces which X and Y turn to cach be A and C respectively, and their 
respective “backs” B and D. Then, the charge of X. will so act upon 
the neutral condition of Y as to polarize it into a positive charge and a 
negative charge, and of these, the negative one, which is opposite to the 
positive charge on A, will settle on C. That is, the two bodies will have 
their confronting faces, A and C, charged with electricity with opposite 
signs. Induction, therefore, may be said to reverse the “sign”? of power 
in the influenced body relatively to the influencing body. 

Now, consider a stone again. Relatively to the results of previous 
Karma? and the common experience? of Self-conscious Man, the direction 
of Power in a stone is downward:* from the evolution of mind, to that 
of gross matter (in which the former as causal is involved), the curve of 
Power is a descending one. Man principle represents an ascending 
current of power as compared with the Matter-principle. This difference 
of direction can be symbolised by a difference of sign. Now, in ordinary 
relation, when a man faces a stone, we have this upwardly directed Power 
facing each other. The former means evolving, unfolding Power; the 
latter means involved, folded-up Power. The former gives unfolded, 
manifest, patent being; the latter folded up, unmanifest, latent being. 
Hence;scommonly, a man facing a stone means a self-conscious being 
facing a thing in which Self and so forth are folded up, latent. Thus the 
stone appcars as neutral, inert. But suppose the man is able to “influence” 
the stone in the manner before described. The influencing will mean the 
eee of the direction of sign of the Power in the stone, that is, making 
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it an ascending instcad of a descending current, unfolded, instead of folded, 
evolved instead of involved. That is to say, Sclf, Mind! and Life? so long 
involved in it relatively to the man, will be evolved relatively to him, 
This change implics, as before explained, a change of Karma} of the one 
relatively to that of the other. 

This is Induction in the higher planes which descends, with a special 
form and name, on the plane of matter. Man’s spiritual effort may be 
through conduction or through induction (“vicarious action”) or through 
both. Some forms of it lay stress on the one, and other forms on the other. 
The method of Prayer is mainly one of conduction (in which Divine 
Power flows on into the devotce); the method of Bhita-Suddhi or Kunda- 
linī yoga is mainly one of induction. But we must not actually separate 
the onc from the other. Every act of perception requires both induction 
and conduction of Power. And whether it be conduction or it be induction, 
it has been shown that according to Vedanta a block of stone or a lump 
of earth, however it may pose itself relatively, to the “potential worths”’s 
of other things, is really and potentially the Universal Self, Life and Mind 
in a certain form of self-limitation; being so, it is always really Blisss and 
Plays as the Self is (for it is none other than the Universal Self); it can be 
made to appear as a blissful and playful’ Self only if we can make our 
“attitude’’s different and appropriate in relation to it. 

The gross view of Matter was the ignorance or nescience of nineteenth- 
century science, but the present dynamical conception of matter (with 
which the Indian Doctrine of Power agrees) has gone a considerable way 
in paving the path for the acceptance of the Vedantic view above explained. 
The atom is said to be no longer a “hard billiard-ball” but a sort of mini- 
ature universe, with a practically incalculable fund of energy; 1t ordinarily 
conserves itself but is, in radio-activity, transforming and evolving; the 


aspect of Power as evolving maller, and that as dissolving matter are also 


perhaps already recognisable in it. Motions and masses in it are calculable 
only abstractly (that is, after some limitation of the data), but not con- 
cretely. Determinism or the ‘rule of formula” can never be completely 
established in its domestic or “foreign” life. The Principle of Relativity 


l eae 2 Prana. 
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has also been an upsetter of the old bases of calculation. Hence Physics 
may be supposed to have indicated already that it is a magazine of Power 
which creates, evolves, conserves and destroys (thus indicating play! in 
all its phases); that it has a system of domestic economy; that it has its own 
idiosyncrasy; its own “memory,” and so on. These indications are, if 
anything, suggestive of a Self in the atom doing play! out of Joy? appearing 
as subject to conditions. What Physics covers or tries to cover by its mathe- 
matical formule and equations, is an abstract atom representing some only 
of the conditions; the real concrete atom exceeds these formule and 
equations, and must ever exceed them, because its essence, its driving 
force is Power which is Joy? which expresses itself in spontancity, freedom 
and play. Clear-sighted Physicists have long recognized that the nine- 
teenth-century atom is conceptual, abstract, but they must now also recog- 
nise that the twentieth-century atom, corpuscle and so forth are no less 
conceptual in so far as they are supposed to be exactly coverable by differ- 
ential equations. But the real atom is also slowly disentangling itself 
from those physico-mathematical bonds.? The Self in it has now spoken; 
evidence of play! in it can no longer be mistaken. All this is not to say 
that the Self in the atom is actually a thinker, a logician, or a judge. A 
block of stone does not think and judge (by means of catcgories) its states 
as we think and judge ours. But this docs not affect the position that 
it has its Self, its experience (however veiled relatively to us) of Joy; 
and its Play! (however determined its behaviour may appear to our 
abstract calculation). 

Thus all the three issues raised with regard to it have been decided 
according to Sastric principles. A block of stone is Saccidānanda oF 
Being-Consciousness-Bliss veiling itself in a particular manner, but never 
eras as to make its essential nature completely suppressed. Its 

f, its Joy? may be ordinarily hidden from our practical cognisance 
which is cognisance within certain narrow, pragmatic limits only. 

We began with the Mayd-vada definition of Real as that which is 
ae fe Tee by Time and Space, or without exception.’ Enquiry 
fe sil ae the infinitely varied objects of experience the common, 

ement is Being-Consciousness-Bliss or Sai-Cit-Anands. 
eee amical view is a Si step alread taken towards the “d ° lization” of 
E d “Psychic Research,” © y e “dematceriali 


furnishi : È a 
ym: 5 Avyabhichari. ing corroborative evidence. See Pas 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


POWER AS CONSCIOUSNESS 413 


This, therefore, is the lasting Real the forms and names not bcing in- 
variable are “unreal” in the sense of being transient. The fundamental 
importance of the conception of Experience as being essentially Saccida- 
nanda (especially the last)! has justified a detailed examination of the 
matter. 

But, as in the other case, Méyd-vdda, in thus defining the essence of 
Reality and Experience, has drawn the veil over, and therefore hidden, 
something. That essence of experience alone is not Perfect Experience — 
the Wholc.2 Unless we add to it Power to change or evolve as varied 
Name and Form, we have “‘Fact-section” only, not the “Fact”. The 
Real is not the Essence only which is massive Consciousness as Cit,? 
and Bliss,’ but the Power also by which Joy appears as full activity or 
play. The Whole? is Bliss in itself, as well as Power to manifest as play.6 
Onc aspect apart from the other is but a fraction.” 

In conceiving the Whole as Reality (or “Fact”), we must beware 
of two possible abstractions. To restrict the Fact to the changeless and 
universal element of experience alone is one abstraction. The other is 
to restrict it to a sort of statical, unmoving “perfectness”. All the Sastras 
(Vedas as well as Sakta and Advaita Śaivas Tantras) agree in maintaining 
that there is a transcendental state (immanent in ordinary experience 
also) of Cit which is pure,? unveiled,!° stainless,!! undivided,” quiescent !3 
and without a sccond;!4 that this is changeless and abiding while all forms 
change, appcar and disappear; that this is the Substance, Ground and 
Root of all world-manifestation; and that liberation!’ can be had by 
realizing this Saccidananda. Maya-vada may be justified not only in 
emphasizing this transcendental aspect of Cif, but also (as one method 
and to some extent), in concentrating the sadhaka’s thought on this aspect, 
since without realizing this aspect there is no liberation, and, since 
according to this method, this aspect should be realized transcendentally 
first, and then immanently in the varied experiences of the world. That 
is, Git must first be recognised as differentiated from name and form, 


Up. (Brigu valli); 


The Advaita or non-dual position is alone dealt with. ii Niranj 
aren see H Adalia r 
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and then, as identical with the Power evolving them.! With this supreme 
object? in view, Maya-vada defines the transcendental and unchanging 
aspect as Reality, and the reverse as neither real nor unreal. Let us let 
alone the unreal, and concentrate our thought on the Real, because that 
is unchanging, pure, massive Saccidananda, the realization of which 
is liberation,—this is what Maya-vada in fact says. Now, assuming 
the truth of non-dualism no objection can be taken to this as one method 
of realizing the supreme goal by those suited to this Path. Our interest 
is naturally in name and form;‘ to transfer it to Pure Saccidananda, we 
must provisionally discard, and belittle name and form. We have 
to be persuaded that our interest should lic in Pure Cit and not in the 
forms. And this persuasion is attempted while the Vedantist declares 
the former as real and the latter neither real nor unreal. From its stand- 
point Mayd-vada may be right.’ But still it should be observed that in 
this we have attempted to define the undefinable, offered as Real that 
which is an aspect (however fundamental) of the Concrete Whole. Such 
defining and offering are necessary for the realization of the object in 
view; but still when its comes to be a question of living the full and un- 
divided Reality, we must be careful to recognise that Cit as Reality 
is unchanging, but it is also Power to change as the world of name and 
form;? that Cit is not Ether-consciousness* only, but is also Power in 
Play? manifesting as the world; that Cit as Ether: only is not Joy" but 
Cit in play? also is Joy.10 We have no right to draw a line and say that 
the Real is here and not there. The Whole and Full is the Fact. Hence 
the Upanisad or real name of the Brahman is The Reality of Reality." 

Nor must we look upon the Fact as a statical, unmoving, “eternally 
realized” perfectness: That is another abstraction. There may be an 
“PES of experience in which everything stands manifested in the fullness 
of its relations to all other things. There is nothing unmanifest, un- 
realized in regard to such Experience. Here knowing!? and so forth 
are cternal.ı3 Nothing being here unknown and unrealized, this experi- 
ence does not evolve. Many western as also Indian thinkers,!* have 
conceived such a level of eternally and perfectly realized experience." 


1 Expressed by “Sarvo’smi” 2 Parama 
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It also represents the 26th Tattva (Principle), viz., Isvard, of the Yoga 
System.! He is the knower of all gencrals? and of all particulars.3 His 
sound-predicate is the Mahamantra Om.s Man’s experience has gencrally 
been conceived as “a gradual and partial reproduction” of that Spiritual 
Principle. We do not know, and cannot relate ourselves to, a thing in 
the completeness of its relations. Hence we know more and more; will 
and act to Jace that thing in other and yet other relations to ourselves. 

That Consciousness as Cit, in evolving by its Power of the world 
of names and forms, shows a perfect and realized Form (the Supreme 
Form)‘ and an unending scries of less and less perfect and less realized 
forms, yet remaining as it is in itself always and everywhere, whilst veiling 
and limiting itself variously as it descends from the Supreme Form and 
Name’ to the lower levels, is a position which is assured by the very nature 
of evolution itself. Evolution means this. A Supreme Form or Ideal, 
as actual Reality, involves or folds itself up progressively by its veiling 
and finitizing Power; but the Supreme Form possesses supreme elasticity® 
(as the imperfect forms, material or otherwise, possess their elasticities 
by which when strained they stress to regain their own forms; whereby 
in and through all strained, that is veiled and finitized, forms, it again 
tends to regain its Supreme Form). This is Cosmic Elasticity and it 
is at the root of Evolution. It is analysable into two factors—a downward 
or forward sweep and an upward or backward sweep; an outgoing current 
and a return current;? an ejection and an absorption. One of the Sistric 
symbols is the Divine Tortoise!* who projects and withdraws His limbs, 
and Who is described as having borne on His back the Vedas (i.e., the 
highest form of Experience together with all sounds)!" in the “Causal 
Waters” during Dissolution. The movement of the Divine Tortoise as 
the symbol of Cosmic Elasticity by which finite forms, ctc., Arc projected 
from the Supreme Form (representing the “strains”), and are again 


withdrawn into it. The factors of the Cosmic Elasticity are concurrent, 


but one factor may have a cyclic or rhythmic ascendency over the other 


factor. That is, in the cyclic life of the world the two factors appear 
alternately as the ‘dominant and the recessive respectively. This being 


1 Patan} itra — t of Iévara. = 
a 
5 “Tasya vācakah pranavah” — Patanjala-Sitra, Lord Tévara. 


1 The Supreme Sabda-Artha-Pratyaya, which is t 
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9 Pravritti and Nivritti Marga. 10 Kiirma. Sabdas. 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


; 
í 
i 
5 
; 


416 THE WORLD AS POWER 


the meaning of cvolution, we must hold that the Supreme Form as actual 
Reality is at the root of the process; and that it is a partial and incorrect 
view to say, with many of the western evolutionists, that the very lowest 
and simplest forms only are at the start, and that the higher and more 
complex forms are progressively evolved, with occasional reversions to 
lower forms, the tendency being on the whole towards the realization 
of perfect forms which perhaps cannot be realized under existing circums- 
tances in finite time. This gives us a side view and a distorted view of 
the matter. The Supreme Form! and the higher Forms? are in the 
beginning as actual realities, who supervise, as Cit-Saktis or Controlling 
Principles, the downward sweep which gradually involves the higher 
forms as well as the upward sweep which gradually evolves them. The 
Supreme Form or Jsvara3 is thus given in the process not merely as an 
unrealized, infinitely distant Cosmic Ideal, but as a Reality present in, 
and controlling, the whole cosmic process.‘ 

But the Supreme Form must not be offered as being alone the Reality. 
It is an aspect or Form of Reality, as Pure Cidakdsa is an aspect. ‘Ihe 
Full Realitys or “Fact” is Cit which, while remaining by its Power the 
Pure Ether which is Sacciddnanda or Siva, yet evolves by its Power, the 
World-Mother, as the world of forms. The Supreme Form! involves 
Itself into lower and lower forms and also evolves these again into higher 
and higher forms until in dissolution they “are withdrawn into Itself to 
be projected again during creation. Being-Consciousness-Bliss as both Power 
to Be and to Become or evolve is therefore the Reality Whole.6 Time, Space 
and Causality are born in its womb;7 that is, in itself It is Mahakali, which 
means not only that Mahākāla or Infinite Time is the Power, but that She 
“stands upon’? Mahākāla who, as the symbol depicts, is “at Her fect”. 


1 Ivara. 

2Such as the Prajāpatis, Mānasa-putras, Manus. It is i i thai 

7 A e h s interesting to note 
practical palliancient traditions make istory start with Manu. India, Manu; Egypt 
see: > c, Minos; Lydia, Manes; Phrygia, Manis; German, Mannus; and 

3In the scheme of “36 Tattvas” Iévara-tattva is gi i ii 
TE The doctrine therefore docs not favour any theoey of “Gert im the Maling.” Sruti 
I 1, Ov ta, pepcntnels sarvadhyaksha,” ctc., meaning that He is the Supreme 
ma. 

€ Pūrņa (Parama-Kala). This fundamen: ine is evi iati 
of $i i : s fund: tal doctrine is evidenced by the association 
%5 asak al planes and their unity. They are never, even in dissolution, apart 
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She is the Mother as also the Consort of Mahakala — a truth which is now 
understood., She produces Time, and having produced, plays with, 
and as, Time. Such play is Her play,’ Her love-joying.2 She is the 
Supreme Principle? evolving as, and transcending, the 36 Tattvas or 
Stages of involution and evolution. The Pure‘ Git of Maya-vada and 
also the eternal Whole with attributess are both Her aspects: She is both 
above the factors6 of the radical psycho-physical potential? and their 
support,’ and is both without and with attributes constituted of such 
Factors.” She is the Supreme without aspects, as well as with aspects.” 
We cannot define Her by anyone of Her aspects. In Herself She is the 
Whole which manifests as the Universe of Parts existent within It. 


CONSCIOUSNESS" AND UNCONSCIOUSNESS" 


In the previous Section we have dealt with Git as Reality. But, whether 
tacitly or explicitly, we have, throughout the discussion, proceeded on the 
basis that there is no Acif™ or unconsciousness, no “thing” independent 
of Consciousness. We must now bricfly examine that basis. The pre- 
vious discussion has already sufficiently prepared the ground for such 
examination. 

Unconsciousness"? may mean three things: (1) Objects known by 
Consciousness and yet believed to exist by their own right outside of 


Consciousness, ¢.g., a block of stone we now sce or touch; (2) objects 


believed to exist by their own right of which we have no consciousness 
be, made an object of knowing, 


at all; and (3) anything which is, or can ; 

and which therefore can be distinguished from the or ae be 
principle of knowing"® as “This.” The second class of objects may ; 
of two kinds: (a) Objects which, though themselves conscious, ae 
outside and independent of our consciousness; and (b) oen ne be 
are outside and independent of our consciousness ang ae bee ta 
unconscious in themselves, ¢.g., unknown material objects. Nowi an 5 
docs not recognise the first two classes (1 and 2), as pap 
though, pragmatically, it may sometimes call them so. There is nothing 


EF aR ananda. 3 Pūrņa-Tattva. 
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outside and independent of Consciousness as such; nothing existing by 
a right which is not the supreme right of Consciousness-Being; hence 
there is no unconsciousness’ in the first two senses. Consciousness should 
not, however, be taken to mean veiled, individualized Consciousness 
which means Consciousness 50 limiting itself as to have other “‘conscious- 
nesses” and things existing outside its or their limits. Thus a block of 
stone even while it is being seen and touched by a Subject A, is believed 
to exist independently of A’s Consciousness; and that belief is correct, 
and Realism is justified, in a certain sense. An unknown object, far 
away in the heavens, or far below in the interior of the earth for instance, 
may thus really exist outside of the consciousness of A or B. But still 
it never exists independent of Consciousness as such or Cosmic Conscious- 
ness which is the unveiled form or state of Consciousness. Even, with 
regard to A’s consciousness, it is outside and alien in so far as A’s conscious- 
ness is A’s and not B’s or C’s; that is, in so far as it is veiled consciousness 
setting up the pragmatic walls of the sub-conscious and unconscious about 
it. Cosmic Consciousness is Consciousness minus these walls and parti- 
tions. Every object is in it, and of it. 

Consider an unknown star so far distant that its light neither reaches 
the eyes nor affects a sensitive photographic plate. It is thus outside of, 
and alien to, A’s consciousness. But what part of it? That it is outside 
the inner ring of A’s consciousness which is the accepted and recognised 
portion (commonly called the consciousness) is clear. But what about 
the outlying zone of gradually thickening and darkening sub-conscious- 
ness? Many things, not recognised in the “broad daylight” ring, can 
be by means of the “‘searchlight” discovered in the darker zones—in the 
realms of “twilight” for instance, which some western psychologists call 
the “fringe of consciousness”. Now, is the unknown star here? In 
other words, has it really been known without our noticing it—recognising 
that it has been known? No; the searchlight does not discover it. Has 
it no place in the semi-conscious and sub-conscious zones then? We can 
never be sure that it has not. 

‘The universe is an infinite stress-system. All centres, near or distant, 
are in constant interaction. For instance, if a lump of matter be suddenly 
created or annihilated now in space thousands of billions of miles aw?Y 
from us, that event will certainly affect the entire stress-system of the 
universe, of the earth and of A’s organism for the matter of that. The 

1 Jada. 
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effect may be inappreciably small, if the event in question be small, or too 
far away. But this only means that our sense-organs and perceptive 
machinery have been so constituted and adjusted that they ordinarily do 
not record disturbances (sound, heat, light and the like) which do not 
come within certain limits of intensity, duration, and so forth. But this 
does not mean either that the distant event has failed to influence our 
organism and machinery at all, or that, having influenced it, it has not 
contributed its share to the general, vague, massive feeling, partly semi- 
conscious and partly sub-conscious, which always clings to and constitutes 
a sort of “background” of all definite and recognised feelings or percep- 
tions that we may have in life. In fact, it must follow a priori from our 
position in the cosmic stress-system (which has no “watertight compart- 
ments”) that every move in this cosmic dance must produce a corresponding 
tremor in the chords of our feeling, and that the “clear notes” which 
one hears from those chords are always set in a background of half-tones 
and subtones—a general, massive, indiscriminated, unrecognised chorus 
of notes—to which the movement of any corpuscle anywhere in boundless 
space must have borne its share. The clear note is gross; this background 
of sub-notes represents the realm of subtle,? variously graded. The first 
with the second is the concrete whole of fecling; it is an abstraction and 
unreality without the second. 

Our searchlight does not commonly reveal everything in this back- 
ground because it is a pragmatic searchlight, ordinarily so fitted and 
adjusted as to reveal objects within certain limits only. But by Yoga 
this searchlight can be made to approach as near as possible to perfection.? 
By its means the subtle background of our experiences can be made to 
come into clear relief, Thus a yogë may know by meditation a subtle,? 
obstructed,s distant object or event, because it was already in his feeling, 
though unperceived and unrecognised. To say that he discovers it not 
by exploring his own experience but by drawing upon a perfect bank 
of experience which is Cosmic Consciousness is only a different way oh 
stating what has been above formulated. The difference between his 
own experience and that of the Lord and Mother isa difference of ving 
or ignorance only; so that the same act (meditation and sa PEMD y 
which he “explores” his own experience and discovers a previousiy un- 
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known element in it, is also the act by which he lifts the veil drawn over 
his own knowledge and assimilates his mind to that of the Lord.' His 
exploration becomes productive of new discoveries in proportion as this 
unveiling and assimilation progresscs. Finally, when perfect assimilation 
is effected, his experience becomes the Experience of the Lord! which 
is Perfect Veda or Veda in the limit to which man’s Vedas and even those 
of the Rsis are more or less distant or near approximations. To bring 
oneself in perfect rapport with the Perfect Veda is to become It.? Clair- 
voyance and like faculties in which things subtle, far distant in time and 
place, are perceived, is thus the recognition of the unrecognised in our 
experience, or otherwise stated, the projection on the lighted white screen 
of the seer’s consciousness of the things that are in the Cosmic Conscious- 
ness. This being the position, it is clear that things (known or unknown) 
which are believed to exist objectively to, or independently of, A’s cons- 
ciousness, really do so if A’s consciousness be restricted to what he and 
others accept as such; but if A’s consciousness, including the realms of 
the semi-conscious, sub-conscious and “unconscious,” be so unveiled 
and lighted as to become identical with Cosmic Consciousness, then there 
is, or can be, nothing existing independently of it. 

A material thing, for instance, is independent of the “normal” cons- 
ciousness of A, both as regards the primary and the secondary qualities. 
But does it exist exactly as a copy of A’s perception? No. A’s cognitive 
faculty being limited and conditioned by his tendencies,’ he knows a 
part only of the thing as a whole, and that part too, to some extent in his 
own way. Even in perception each person has his idiosyncrasy, his 
“personal equation”. Thus A’s perception is not exactly equal to B’s; 
B’s not exactly equal to C’s. The inspection of the Scientist or the medi- 
tation’ of the yogi gives a fuller picture; but these fuller pictures also 
more or less differ. The question therefore arises; What is the standard 
perception or the cognition of the thing in the perfectness of its qualities 
and relations? This standard perception may again relate either to the 
pure type* of the thing or to all the details or particulars in their corre 
lation. The former is the Gencralé and the latter the Particulars.’ Both 


1 Tévara and Iévari according as we regard the Siva or Sakti 
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are cognised by the Standard Mind which is the Lord Who, in respect 
of the former is called “Knower of all gencrals,”' and in respect of the 
latter, “Knower of all particulars.”2 Hence what exists really indc- 
pendently of A’s normal consciousness is the Standard Thing as cogniscd 
by, and as existing in, the Lord.’ 

Common Realism objectifics A’s perceptions; they are objective 
not only as regards thcir exciting cause or ground but also as regards 
their primary and secondary qualities; but not simply in the sectional 
view which A, by reason of his limited capacities, takes of it, nor in the 
more or less “coloured” view which A by reason of his idiosyncrasy or 
special tendencies* forms of it. Even the scientist relying on his artificially 
extended capacities of perception has to neutralize these idiosyncrasies 
and so forth; hence his real thing is what is perceivable by a ‘mean or 
average” observer with the help of “perfect” instruments. Both are 
ideal conditions. The “average” man docs not actually exist; and no 
earthly workshops can of course turn out “perfect” instruments. For 
the “mean” man with perfect instruments we substitute the Standard 
Mind, and though this latter may be beyond mathematical measurcment 
(“Science is measurement”), it is within the possibility of realization, 
being the unveiled “that which we are in oursclves.”’s 

Vedanta thus does not recognise unconsciousness$ in the first. two 
senses set forth above. Where it uses the term, it does so in the third 
sense, that is, the known represented by “This”.? Briefly, according to 
this conception, Illumination? is Cit or Consciousness, and that? which 
is made an object of the former or revealing is, as such, object, unconscious. 
The Mind" and the limited Self produced through its operation" are 
thus unconscious because both can be, and are, known as “this”. Ip 
be it noted that, they as well as the so-called Matter are unconscious 
only in this sense, that as being the object of the conscious Ego they are 
therefore as such object not conscious. Apart from this sense, and in 
themselves, they are consciousness. The point is that Cif, makes un- 
consciousness of itself by making an “object” of itself. There is nothing 
but Git, object or no object. There is ever: in fact no such thing as 
seeming or “reflex” consciousness.'* There is nothing other than Cif, 
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lucid or opaque, on which the “Light” of Git can reflect itself, thus making 
that object to look like something luminous. To say that there is really 
an unconscious thing,! which looks as though it were conscious owing 
to its association with Cit, is Sānkhyan Dualism, and in Monistic2 
doctrine no relic of that Dualism can be suffered to remain. 

Mind: is at base really Cit, though, pragmatically, it may be called 
unconscious! on account of its being an “object” of knowledge, and its 
having a varying veil, measure and movement. It never ceases to be 
other than Cit. It is Cit limiting and defining itself as Mind as distingui- 
shed from Matter,‘ for instance, which is Cit limiting and defining 
itself in Matter.’ Vedanta does not countenance any essential dualism 
of Mind and Matter. It maintains unmoving, unveiled, unmeasured 
aspect of Cit as well as a moving, veiled, measured aspect. The latter 
is Mind, Matter, Space, Motion and so forth. Hence it does not hesitate 
to conceive Mind as something having a variable measure (sometimes 
expanding, sometimes contracting), a variable structure owing to the 
variable mixing of the three Factorsé of the Principle of Contraction and 

_a variable movement even in Space (as in Perception, and so forth).7 
It is really Cit moving in Cit, existing in Cit and functioning in Cit. 
If there be Extension, Inertia, Movement, Impenetrability, etc. (the 
usual marks of Matter) in the world, it is because Cit has so defined 
itself as to be extended, inert, mobile, impenetrable and so forth. Western 
philosophers sometimes look askance at thought-movement and so forth, 
because they hold to the dispaiity of Mind and Matter. And, usually, 
they do not distinguish between Mind and Consciousness. Consciousness 
as such does not come and go, but Mind as psychic process does. 

There has been, both in India and elsewhere, much controversy 
about the question whether there may be “unconscious ideation” or 
unconscious experience. It seems hardly open to doubt, however, that 
many common places of experience as well as many “abnormal,” extra- 
ordinary and “occult” experiences cannot be satisfactorily accounted 
for at all except by maintaining that there is a “normal” or “threshold” 
line of consciousness in man in respect of which his curve of experience 
is partly above and partly below. Habit, Memory, Instinctive thinking 

1 . 

« Antahkaranāvacchinna caitanya, Sey api 

Frameyavacchinna-caitanya as Vedanta-paribhisa defincs. 


6 s 
eee Up., III, 18; Brih.- Up. IV, 3, 7; Chhind, ~ Up., VIII. 6, 5. 
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and action, dreaming which has been said to involve repressed, unsatisfied 
desires, and the like as also many “uncommon” experiences presuppose 
a continuous curve of experience part of which is “subliminal,” and 
which, therefore, like a floating ice-berg is not all what it looks. The 
explanation by “cercbral vestiges,” without having recourse to subliminal 
depths, is not sufficient and cannot cover all cases. The brain may not 
be a necessary organ of the mind, and in so far as it is an organ, its stresses 
may correspond to, run parallel to, without wholly causing, the stresses 
of the mind. Vedanta not being afraid of Matter, is not, therefore, afraid 
of the brain. It is prepared to maintain a real interaction between the 
brain and the mind; which is not simply a parallelism between psychosis 
and neurosis. But still the mind may have a life larger than, and in some 
cases, and to a certain degree, independent of the brain. The “cere- 
bralist,” on the other hand, makes the life of the brain larger than, and 
independent of, that ofthe mind. Thus brain-activities may go on without 
there being accompanying mental states; and brain-vestiges may remain 
without there being actual mental “seeds,” and tendencies.! 

A stronger position is that mental states, after their intensities or 
interests sink below a certain “mark”, persist as subliminal forms and 
stresses which are tendencies,! and when these tendencies press themselves 
beyond a certain mark, they again become “conscious” presentations. 
Between a presentation and a “tendency,” the difference is really one 
of degree; the latter is a veiled or subtle kind of presentation. That 
certain “mark” is approximately determined by the needs and interests 
of “normal” life — it slightly varies with different people, and can be 
varied considerably by hypnosis, trance, yoga, etc. Thus a man searching 
into the subliminal depths of his consciousness may “see” the subtle pre- 
sentations. The transition from “normal” consciousness to “unconscious- 
ness” is not abrupt — there are different shades according is Se 
of veiling. The so-called “sub-conscious” and “unconscious? are only 
moes of consciousness which cannot be restricted to what little may be 
practically accepted in the indefinable vastness of actual personal pee 
ence. So one may not be prepared to admit the sub-conscious un- 


conscious as orders of experience different a es co 
i z x ted, unnoticed zones 
are the veiled, ignored, non-accepted, which is not either that of 


itself. Thus the Sastra takes up a position 
= Brain, “The Fundamentals of 


1 Samskāras. Sce Chap. on Consciousness and : 
Vedanta Philosophy” by Swami Pratyagatmananda Saraswati. 
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the “cerebralist” who would confine experience to “normal” consciousness 
only and explain memory, habit and so forth by brain vestiges or brain- 
dispositions, or that of the common type of the philosopher of the Un- 
conscious who, while admitting experiences below the threshold line, 
regards such experiences as really sub-conscious, thus setting the threshold 
line as the boundary of consciousness itself (his consciousness being, there- 
fore, not other than “normal”, pragmatic consciousness which is but 
a section of actual consciousness). As the cercbralist in the Vedantic 
view commits the mistake of regarding mental life (or experience) as a 
structure raised on the wider and morc enduring basis of cerebral life, 
so the “sub-conscious thinker” is in crror in regarding consciousness as 
structure raised on the wider, decper and more abiding basis of sub- 
conscious experience. Consciousness as Cit is the basis and there is no 
other. Cit is not “normal” or pragmatic only. 

In the Sankhya Philosophy, cxperience,! being a mode of the Psycho- 
Physical Principle? (which is unconscious)» is also unconscious;3 and 
it is only when the Unconscious “‘reficcts” itself on, or catches the “‘re- 
flection” of the Conscious,‘ that it becomes conscious cxpericnce. Thus 
experience has two forms—-conscious and unconscious, of which the 
former is a reflex or imposed form. This apparently comes near to the 
position of the western “subconscious thinker,” but, fundamentally, it 
is a different position inasmuch as its consciousness is not a variable 
“accident” of experience only, but an independent Principle cxisting 
by its own right. Thus though experience may be conscious or un- 
conscious (as the western sub-conscious thinker holds), yet Consciousness 
is neither a proprium nor an accident of anything other than itself. It is 
eternal,s changeless, pure, though it may variously reflect the character 
and complexion of the mind‘ with which it may be associated.7 
___ This position is only a “stopping short” of the final position which 
is taken up by Vedanta. Analysing cxpericnce we find Illumination ® 
and illuminated ;9 Cit which reveals and the “Stress” which is reveaicd. 
Experience as joining together these two aspects is the Fact; cach is an 
abstraction considered by itself. Now, Sankhya makes a substance of 


spud vya pära. 
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cach of the two abstractions. The underlying principle of this procedure 
is this: Illumination! cannot make an “object” of itself; on the other 
hand, an “object? cannot be its own revealer2 or cogniser. In the 
Vedantic view it is a plausible principle without being a valid one; and 
if man did not normally deal with pragmatic Fact-scctions or abstractions, 
he would have discovered that the principle is invalid. 

The Bhatta? School of interpretation in the Pirvamimamsa (of Jaimini) 
also proceeded upon this principle and conceived the Aiman as possessing 
a dual character—bcing conscious in one part, and unconscious in another. 
The Atman was compared to a glow-worm which: now shincs and now 
does not. Atman was cit as knower? and acit as known, as objcct,*: 
cit as seers and acil as scen.t Sankhya, as we have seen, stows apart 
what are thus juxtaposed and made to co-exist in one and the same 
substance. Vedanta identifies in essence the Illuminator? and the Illu- 
minated;4 the Bhatta school differentiates them and places them side 
by side like the two seeds in a grain of gram; Sankhya takes them quite 
asunder. The first is for non-difference;7 the second for difference, non- 
difference; the third for difference.” The invalidity of the second 
and third positions lies ın this: the revealer? docs not make a revealed 4 
of itself; nor does the revealed‘ become its own revealer.2 It is Crt 
simply which by Its Power is the Revealer? as well as becomes the Re- 
vealed.s By its power, or rather, as Power.'® It is thus polarised. 

The Prabhakara school of Pirva-Mimamsa, as also the Nyaya-Vaise- 
sika School, makes the Atman unconscious'' in itself, its consciousncss® 
being a separable property which is existent in it only when certain condi- 
tions are fulfilled, and which is non-existent otherwise. Just as a leaf 
may be the support of a particular tint of colour which may not aen 
exist in it, so the Aiman is the support of the quality of consciousness. 
In dreamless slumber, for example, there is Gt is supposed) no REE 
ness as evidenced by the subsequent recollection — I was asleep; Be 
nothing.” This, however, is a mistake. “I knew sad estes MER, 
course “I knew nothing in particular”. ; During slumber. SES 5 ae 
positive knowledge of knowing nothing in particular, and afo, 

1 A 2 Prakifaka. i 

3 See Slka-vitdia (Sonya, Koma) of Kumärila-Bhatta. 

7 Abheda. eBhedabheds: but Power is in itself Conscious 


10 Commonly we speak of the Power of, Consciousness 
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Sruti maintains, a veiled consciousness of amorphic Bliss.! As regards 
the general position that Aiman is unconscious,? and becomes conscious 
only conditionally, that is when linked up with mind and its object, we 
need observe merely this that in this position Cit is recognised only as 
“normal or pragmatic” consciousness which is a section only; that this 
pragmatic consciousness, which is one of “interesting” particulars, is 
mistaken for consciousness as such, so that when in slumber particulars or 
forms do not exist, it is thought that consciousness as such also does not 
exist. Not perceiving that the essence of Substance-Energy is Cit, it 
wrongly makes an attribute? of Cit which sometimes inheres and some- 
times docs not in a Substance‘ which in itselfis different from its attribute,° 
and is unconscious? when the attributes does not exist in it. 

But is the essence of Substance-Energy Cit? Cannot Cit be an attri- 
bute? only? It need not be an “epiphenomenon”, a “by-product,” as 
the Materialists and Lokdyatas (followers of Charvaka) say, of Matter. 
It may not either be a separable phenomenon like the consciousness? of 
the First Standard Aiman. But should we not regard it as a phenomenon 
still — as distinguished from the Noumenon or Thing-in-Itself? Even 
the Yogdcara Bauddhe to whom the universe (subjective and objective) is 
merely a beginningless succession of transient? “pulses” of experience,’ 
as modern psychologists might call them, and various grouping or clustering 
together of such pulses;s who breaks up the apparently continuous’ flow 
of “Self” consciousness into a series of rapidly succeeding but discrete 
apperceptions (perceptions of Self or “I’”), and distinguishes this series 
from the series of object-perceptions (in the “mind” or outside it)#; — even 
he would not make these pulses of experience, succeeding one another 
and grouping together, the Substance or Reality as many western Em- 
piricists have done. No “thing” exists of course as other than the knowing" 
(this is denial of Realism); but even the knowing does not “exist?” — that 
is, the knowing"! is of, and in, the Void.2 The Vaibhashika and Sautranttka 
eet believed in things independent of experience (the latter making 
ei directly perceived," the former making them indirectly or inferen- 
tially known); but here also, the Basis of things is not Cit but the Void. 
ani ee Mandiikya, Up., I, 5. It is said in the sūtra “Happily I slept 
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But what is it really? What constitutes the essence of Thinghood? 
Consider again a bleck of stone. It is seen, touched, pressed, lifted, 
pushed and pulled, and so on. We have just a group of “experiences” 
succeeding one another—the experience? as above explained. Is it 
merely the aggregate of these actual experiences and certain others that 
may be possible? Either it is or it is not. If it is, then the experiences? 
coming and going in a “medium” or “ether” or Cit make that block of 
stone nothing but a structure of experiencing? raised upon the basis of 
Cit. Reflection will show that the succeeding “pulses” of feeling require 
at least two permanent Principles: a self-distinguishing Subject called 
the “‘witness”4 which notes the pulses as coming and going, as before 
and after, as related in this way or that and which therefore must not 
itself come and go, be past and future, be related in this way or that. To 
know for instance that A, B, C have succeeded one another, there must 
be a Knower who has remained above the succession so as to correlete 
them according to a certain temporal scheme. He must abide and witness, 
and distinguish himself from the changing phenomena. This “I’’s or 
Witness cannot itself be broken into rapidly succeeding pulses of “I” 
feeling;s for, who knows and says that the “I” feclings are succeeding? 
We require a Self behind these fleeting “selves”. Who, again, remembers 
that when C is, A and B are no more but that they were before?! To say 
that the Series knows and remembers itself, is to forget that what actually 
exists as experience? at any moment is not a series but a particular ex- 
perience? and that the series does not, and cannot, exist as series except 
to a Witness who is not in, and of, the series. To say again that the last 
term of the series that is C, ds an actual experience? remembers, sums up 
and judges the past experience,? is to assume that past and preemie 
experience? can yet exist in a manner in the present pulse, G; that ican 
somehow involve a thought of B and A which are no more. > 

But suppose this assumption is correct; C does remember and judge 


A and B. But what is this G — this ae een ae ie 2 
not pragmatize and ignore the given whole of experien’ MY 
that C is not a pulse at all, but the indefinable, alogical universe of 


J Ses Sarva-dartana-sangraha, oe 
‘inna. ijnānas. : 
4 Saksi Caitanya. Mundaka-Up., III, 1, 1; Sevetifvatara-Up. IV, 6 
5 Aham. 6 Aham-pratyaya. | , etc. ? 
7 In other words who is responsible for ‘Sarid, Pratyabhigné, Anuvyavasāya, 
8 Vijnāna-santāna. 
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experience, (i.e., Fact) which, in order to suit our practice and Sa theory, 
we are cutting up into “pulses” coming and going, judging and remem- 
bering, and so on. Experience is an indefinable universe in which we 
accept certain aspects or sections only, and in which those sections are 
correlated by us or by our tendencies! temporally, spatially and causally, 
thus giving us thoughts and things succeeding one another in time, co- 
existing with one anothcr in space, and causally affecting one another. 
«Pulses? are thus born of “ignorance”. In fact we have the continuum of 
experience; and this continuum, which in an alogical way whilst remaining 
such continuum, yet, as Cit, variously stresses into correlated forms. 
This Cit as Continuum is at the back of all pulses, and all experiences? 
which Buddhistic Philosophy has often looked up to as the great Void. 
Hence the fleeting-states or pulses to be known and remembcred as such 
require not only a permanent Witness? but a permanent Continuum 
also.* 

Of these two the latter is the more fundamental; because while 
the Witness is indispensable to experience treated as a logical order (i.€., 
in the thinking and reviewing of experience), the latter is indispensable 
to experience both as logical and as alogical. As a matter of fact, in intul- 
tive, as distinguished from thinking and judging, life, the Self as “Subject” 
is often in abeyance; the Subject-witness presupposes a thing or object 
witnessed—that is, a polarity.s In non-polaré experience the Subject- 
witness as witness therefore need not exist. 

Thus we cannot according to Vedanta do without Ci as a substantive 
background, even if we agrce to regard a block of stone as a cluster of 
actual and possible “sensations”. Sensations are the outcome of a three- 
fold ignorance and abstraction. Sensations are abstractions from per- 
ceptions which are relatively more concrete; perceptions are abstractions 
from the entire universe of experience at a given moment; and the universe 
of experience at a given moment is a temporal cross-section and abstraction 
of the real “Fact” which is Cit as Power stressing and constituting as 
such an indefinable, alogical Whole involving Time, Space, and so forth. 

But let us, in the alternative, regard the stone as not an aggregate 
of actual and possible sensations, but as the objective ground and cause 
of sensations (as Realism holds). But how can we be sure that the ‘objective 
ground” really exists? We firmly believe that it docs, but evidently the 
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belief also is a part of our experience and thought, and, therefore, cannot 
carry us beyond to anything outside and independent of experience and 
thought. But then why should we believe that which is not the fact? 
And there are marks which indicate that the belief is well-grounded. 
Perceptions and “objective experiences” by reason of their independence 
of our wish and insistence on our attention, and so forth, constitute an 
altogether different order pointing to an objective order of realities. Their 
relative permanence, independence in being and becoming, resistance 
and insistence, objectification and localization, vividness and interest, 
and the like are the important distinguishing marks, of which the first 
four are the most important. 

We may concede, without further discussion, that if Solipsism and 
Subjectivism cannot explain away these marks or explain them satis- 
factorily, on the other hand it is difficult to make an out-and-out Subjecti- 
vist answer any outside knocks or calls once he has bolted all his doors 
and windows and locked himself in. 

So a block of stone is there permanently, unlike a fecling or idea in 
the mind; it is there though we may wish it away; it is and changes 
according to its own laws; it resists our movement and will; it thrusts 
itself upon our mind when the senses and attention are near and not 
otherwise engaged; it is more vivid and interesting than a corresponding 
image in the mind; andso on. Hencc'it exists by its own right. It does; 
but where and how? Its existence is, in some essential respects independent 
of the particular Centre’s experience and thought; but can it exist indo 
pendently of Experience or Git as such? No: It exists and is a mode 
of Perfect Git in the fulness of its relations, which a limited Centre knows 
gradually and partially —- that is, accepting in part but eee as a 
whole. The ignored realms are the realms of the “objective ; every ee 
fect perception is an act of partial owning; perfect perception 19 Peru 
owning in which the distinction between subjective and cree ae 
have it, disappears. But why should not a thing exist apart from Exp 
ence, imperfect or perfect. 

This, for long, otis been a point of dispute between the ee 
“Idealist” and “Realist”. Vedanta is Idealism in so far as it Ti 
Being or Sat identical with Consciousness,” and that, in its eran 
same as Bliss. Vedanta is Realism in so far as it makes objects or 


1 As was argued by the Vijnana-vadins. 
2 Cit. gaat! 33 Ananda. 
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independent of a specialized Subject’s modes of consciousness: a thing 
is not thus in the Mind, it is actually outside it. Matter is thus every whit 
as real as Mind. Both, however, are in, and of, Cit. 

These following grounds are offered by Vedanta as the main lines 
of proof : 

(a) No rational theory of perception is possible without postulating 
essential identity between the Self and Matter. Perception is an act of 
“owning,” and there can be no owning where the object is absolutely 
foreign to the Subject. Attempts to explain the “agreement” between 
“Cit” and “Matter” by the theories of Occasional Cause, Pre-established 
Harmony, Parallelism and Materialism have led either to an evasion of 
the real problem, or to failure to solve it (as in the case of gross Materialism). 
In the Indian view the only possible explanation is by a doctrine which 
makes Spirit or Consciousness in the sense of Cit (and not in the sense 
of Mind)! the ground as well as the activity of both Mind and Matter. 
Such fundamental identity between Mind and Matter being given, we 
can well conceive a direct interaction between the two; as also their 
operation according to certain fundamental laws which apply to Matter 
as well as to Mind.! Thus Mind! being acted on. by Matter through 
the senses reacts by going out to where Matter is, “envelops” it and makes 
a “mental double” of it in Space;2 we can conceive even the assimilation 
of one to the othcr, and the transformation (in part, generally) of one 
into the other. It is, therefore, not Materialism to assert that the mind! 
moves, expands or contracts like matter; and that the one kind of Substance 
Energy is convertible into the other.3 The difference between Mind 
and Matter is this that whilst the Root-Substance Energy (Git), appearing 
or evolving as Mind,! appears in a comparatively subtler form and operates 
according to laws which restrict to a lesser extent its essential nature 
(indicated in Play), it appears in a grosser or cruder (i.¢., less elastic and 
dynamic) form as Matter, and operates according to the laws which 
restrict to a greater extent its Being-Consciousness-Bliss. The latter form 
and the latter operation being only less perfect (as regards expression 
and dynamic “coefficient”) than the former, the difference between 

2 See the Vedinta vi 
P. N; M's “The Fundamen bots Rote “Power as Mind”. See ako, 
food eaten go to Re NAD. Seen describing how the “finest elements” of the 
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Mind and Matter is a difference in degree and “stage of evolution” only; 
so that Matter is comparatively “rigid” or “dense” Mind, and the Laws 
of Matter are comparatively “stereotyped,” inelstic forms of the Laws 
of Mind. è 

(6) The action of Will on Matter (directly or through Matter 
organised as the brain) is inexplicable without such essential identity 
being given. Causation or activity in its fundamental nature is not 
easily understood; still it is easier to conceive causation or interaction 
between two similar forms of Substance-Energy than between dissimilar 
forms. Modern scientific explanations of the interaction between Mind 
and Brain tend cither (1) to deny all causal activity to Consciousness 
(making the chain of physical causation a “closed curve,” like that of 
the evolution of the radical Psychophysical Potential! in the Sangkhyan 
doctrine which though denying direct action of the consciousness? on 
such Potential, yet granted the existence of a kind of “catalytic action”), 
or (2) to “parallelism” which, in its turn, tends either to Materialism or 
to Spiritualism. 

(c) To these ordinary psychic phenomena must now be added 
others? which many investigators in the West have recognised and 
called Parapsychics that is, mental facts, well established, which cannot 
be explained by the known laws of Physiology and Psychology. These 
phenomena, now investigated under the three heads of Aypnotoidal, magne- 
toidal and spiritoidal,s seem to point to the essential affinity between Mind 
and Matter, and between Vital Force and each of the other two—an 
affinity which shows Matter-Energy, Vital Energy and Thought-Energy 


in an ascending order of dynamism,‘ and, therefore, of fundamentality. 


Telepathy or Thought-transference, “Psychometry”” (which Dr. 
Maxwell? defines as “the faculty possessed by certain persons of placing 
themselves in relation, either spontaneously or, for the most part, peti 
the intermediary of some object, with unknown and often yay ! ae 
thirigs and people”), “Levitation”? (or the lifting of materi ones l 
the air without touching or handling them), Materialization (or s 
condensation of “Psychic forces” into apparent gaman RTE 
tion” (or the projection out of the body of the motor and sensitive 

1 Prakrti. 2 Puruga. > ; 

3 i imented upon in India. 
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6 Sakti. 
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“Dissociation” (or the act of scparating certain psychical elements from 
the body through psychological methods and processes), “Astral Project- 
ion” (or the act of projecting by the action of the will, consciously or 
unconsciously, the human “double”), and many other phenomena, now 
under serious investigation in the West, require for thcir cxplanation 
a basis which cannot be supplied by the “orthodox” vicws on Spirit, 
Life and Matter (making each separate from the others and cach being 
regarded as consisting of discrete units only). If Spirit and Matter be 
ontologically or substantially distinct, it cannot be understood or even 
imagined how a person touching a material object (say, a flower or a 
shect of paper) may leave “the impress of his personality” on it, which 
that object may bear for an indefinite length of time, and which makes 
it possible for a “medium” to “read” the whole history of that person, 
and of others connected with him, by merely handling the object once 
touched by him. It is supposed that the object touched by a person 
. becomes “impregnated with his fluid” (or, as Dr. Osty! says, “the object 
can latently register the human personalitics which have touched it”). 
But what is this human “fluid”, and how can a “material” object be 
impregnated with it, and carry it for an indefinite length of time? And 
how can the “register” thus kept by the object be deciphered again by 
a proper Subject? The Dualistic view of Mind and Matter fails to go 
to the root of the mattcr in trying to answer these questions. A shcet 
of paper so touched may be likened to a gramophone record where a 
whole musical composition lies latently registered; but there the forces 
making the “register” are physical forces, and the mechanism by which 
that record may be deciphered is also a physical mechanism. We have 
not, therefore, to leave the physical plane at any step. But the system 
of ideas (conscious and subconscious), thoughts, feelings, desires, and 
so forth, of a person which constitute his personality are not physical 
forces; and these arc the first link of the causal chain; at the other end 
of the chain we have the “latent register” in the sheet of paper touched; 
the act of touching is an intermediate link in the chain, and it means a 
vital motor activity. In this case, it appears that Vital Force? negotiates 
between Soul”s and Matters (viz., the shect of paper). Assuming such 
Powers is established, how can this be understood from a dualistic or 
pluralistic position ? 


1 Author of Lucidite ct intuition. 2 Prana. 
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Then, again, in what is now called “Psycho dynamism” — exemplified 
in such phenomena as levitation, materialization and the like — we must 
admit an essential identity between the forces which constitute matter 
and those which constitute the psyche or soul; the moment which we see 
at the outer end (¢.g., in the table raised in the air) presupposes at the 
other and inner end also something which is analogous to movement. 
And if that which is at the two ends are each capable of movement, it 
is reasonable to suppose that they are similar, substantially and dynamically 
—that is, as being and as energy. 

These “parapsychic” or metapsychic (often called “occult”) facts 
as well as the facts of common psychology require for their explanation 
a basis, decpcr and wider than what we have above indicated. They 
presuppose not merely affinity between Spirit and Life and between 
Life and Matter (1) as regards substance, and (2) as regards dynamic 
operation; they presuppose at their very root a universal Spiritual Stuff 
or Substance-Energy which, while evolving as a system of correlated 
Spirit-centres, Life-centres and Matter-centres remains as the Mother 
Energy-Stuff, sustaining, nourishing and connecting all its numberless 
evolutes. The Mother Substance-energy does not ccase to be Itself 
in evolving as an infinite system of centres: the centres would not be 
centres if it were so; and, no unfoldment of the centres and no interaction 
among them would be possible if it were so. The Mother Substance- 
Energy perpetually abides as the universal background of substance 
and cvolution and interaction for every centre, whether “material” or 
otherwise. Behind and overlapping the “Self” of man, the cell of a plant 
and the “sphere” of a material corpuscle, there is, thercfore, the unbounded 
and unfathomed Being-Energy or Mahdmaya which has evolved those 
centres, and which remains as an infinite rescrvoir of energy of all 
these centres to draw upon in their being as well as in their becoming 
or evolving. The part of the energy which a material or a living centre 
ordinarily stands for and uses constitutes, from the standpoint of that 
particular centre, its kinetic energy. The infinite reservoir at the back 
or root of its being is, for all common purposes, latent, dormant. And 
this infinite dynamic potential has been called Kundalini Sakti, (or, cosmi- 
cally speaking, Maha-kundalini Sakti) in the Sakta Tantras of the Agama 
Sastra. Thus conceived, ‘not only the human body, but every form of 
centre (say, an atom of Hydrogen) must have Kundalint Sakti given at 
the “heart” or basc of its being, its radical centre.! 


1 Miladhara Cakra. 
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Not to speak of parapsychic or occult phenomena, even such a com- 
monplace as an act of perception or volition, cannot be probed to the 
root without revealing the background of the Mother Substance-Energy 
in which and of which the perceiving agency and the object perceived 
are both imbedded and interlinked centres; which makes it possible 
for the energy of the one to pass to the other, and “‘assimilate” that other 
to itself (which is the essence of perception). 

In the case of “psychometry” through an intermediary object (for 
example, a sheet of paper touched by a person not now present), the 
suggestion put forward by Dr. Osty is probably well-founded: “This 
object has no other function than to allow the medium’s sensitiveness 
to distinguish a definite force from among the innumerable forces that 
assail it.” The obvious implication, in the words of Maurice Maeterlinck,! 
is this: “It seems more and more certain that, as the cells of an i:nmense 
organism, we are connected with everything that exists by an inextricable 
network of vibrations, waves, influences or nameless, numberless and 
uninterrupted fluids. Nearly always, in nearly all men, everything carricd 
along by these invisible wires falls into the depths of the unconscious 
and passes unperccived, which does:not mean that it remains inactive. 
But sometimes an exceptional circumstance......... suddenly reveals to us, 
by the vibrations and the undeniable action of one of these wires, the 
existence of the infinite network.” 

The infinite network we have (following Sakta Vedantism) otherwise 
expressed as the Universal Stress-system in which all objects, spiritual 
or “material,” great or small, are centres. A material atom, an organic 
cell, a Self? or Person thus represents a definite but not isolated strain- 
and-stress-centre. 

But this strain-and-stress-centre must be in, and of, something. That 
some -in-itself must be unbounded, unfathomable Being. It must 
be Power (Saki manifesting as Soul-Energy, Vital Energy and Matter 
pore) Se or of vein i yi And è 

c ental in i x : 
and Maen Ealer: relation to Thought-Energy, Vital Energy 
z amena] Power is Cit, an untranslatable word, commonly 
Ousness. The so-called Acit or Unconscious, 


1 The Unknown Guest. 2 Jiva. 3 
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CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


POWER AS CONSCIOUSNESS 435 


arises from a pragmatic limitation of Cit, from the veiling or ignoring 
of Cit by itself, thus concealing its essential nature of Being-Consciousness 
and Bliss. (a) All objects must be necessarily known and conceived 
in terms of “modes” of consciousness, or to express it morc rigidly, as 
particular strain-forms in Consciousness; the opposite is conccivable. 
This, however, does not mean that things must be known as subjective 
“representations” or ideas. (b) All objects at the root are Power; and 
Power must be known and conceived as Consciousness: Power (such as 
we expcrience in volition, attention, mental cffort and the like); the 
opposite is, in reality, inconceivable. “Blind” physical energy, “un- 
conscious” vital or mentative force have been supposed to exist and work; 
but they cannot be actually conceived as other than Consciousness-Power. 
Blind and unconscious forces are born of veiling and abstraction. (c) 
Perception and volition involve a belief in the Not-Self existing by its 
own right; the Subject perceiving requires at the other “‘pole” an inde- 
pendent Object perceived; and the agent acting requires not only a 
patient acted upon, but an independent agent reacting. This is Realism, 
and it is perfectly valid. But Realism does not require that the Not-Self 
and the independent agent must be essentially different from, or dissimilar 
to, the Self or Conscious Power operating in, and as, ourselves. On the 
contrary, if we could lay aside the pragmatic attitude which we commonly 
take in our actions and perceptions we should discover that the actual 
implication of our realistic belief is that the external agent is a centre 
of Consciousness-Power such as we are oursclves. It is our practical 
attitude in relation to them which makes some of them appear to be, or 
present themselves to us, as unintelligent, unconscious, blind—in fact, 
as devoid of Consciousness! and Bliss? and its expression, Play.) Com- 
monly we are not interested in taking them as forms of Consciousness- 
Power,‘ as incarnations of Bliss? and as capable of Play.3 In relation 
to qur practice, and therefore factor conditioning karma’ which underlies 
it, they have put on a veil and a disguise. This pragmatic view of things 
has naturally affected Science and Philosophy in a way which they have 
not found it easy to shake off. ny : é 

To Vedantism, and the Sakta form of it in particular every object 
down to the material particle is a Divinity or Devata, which means that 

1 Cit. 2 Ananda. 3 Lila. 

4 Cit-Sakti. 5 Vyavahira. 

6 Adrsta which stands for past karma. 
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it is a form of Conscious-Power, whose being is Joy and whose life or activity 
is Play.: A particular thing, A, by virtue of its position in the Stress- 
system? in relation to another thing, B, may behave as though it were 
devoid of Consciousness, Bliss and Play (¢.¢., free, spontancous action); 
but this does not mean cither that A is in itself (that is, irrespectively of 
its relation to B in the Stress system) devoid of these, or that it is necessarily 
devoid of them in relation to a third centre, say, C. G may recognise 
it as Devatā while B docs not. Whether A will manifest itself as Conscious- 
ness,3 Bliss4 and Play! or not, will, in fact, depend upon two co-efficients 
or determinants: its past action*—assigning its place in the cosmic stress- 
system, in Space, Time and Causal chain, and tending to hold it there;§ 
and its play'—changing or tending to change its place in the cosmic 
stress-syetem, therefore tending to move and evolve it.7 Now, A’s positions 
can be regarded from three points of view: (1) A’s position considered 
in relation to a Perfect Centre, that is position as it is in the cosmic stress- 
system as a whole; (2) its position in relation to its own point of view 
(therefore, more or less limited or restricted); and (3) its position in relation 
to B, C, D, and others. It is obvious that the position’ in relation to 
A, B, C, D, ctc., are different. So that while to A, B, D and others, A’s 
being appears as “dead”, “inert” and “material,” it is possible that to 
C, it may appcar as Life, Mind, Consciousness and Bliss including Play.: 
C, therefore, may have a truer and deeper intuition of its being. 

Adrsta? is static power in the sense that though it may also move 
things, it moves them in a fixed, determined line; Play! is dynamic powcr 
in the sense that it tends to make things depart from any line that may 
have been predetermined for them by the total assemblage of conditions. 
It implies, therefore, freedom, or power transcending the causal chain 
of necessity. Every object in creation possesses the power, since it is an 
incarnation of the Supreme Power which is Being, Consciousness, Bliss 
and Play. The result, accordingly is, that the world does not move 
in an absolutely fixed line; and the so-called causal chain of necessity 
is an outcome of abstract analysis of physical and guasi-physical science. 


1 Lila. 2 Adrsta which stands for past karma. 3Ci 


4 Ananda. 5 Adrsta determini iti a 
6 This in its statical Baahi x hand present condition. Sce Text post. 


7 Kala Sakti of which that which moves thi : ; 
Prāņama ra ngs on or the vital urge is a componcnt. 
Somme with NS ya, Vijndnamaya and Anandamaya (including Lilamaya). 
The Tattvas). iyati,” one of the 36 Tattvas (Scc The Garland of Lelters— 
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In its actual manifestations, that Power has however, chosen to 
subject itself to varying limitations, or as it has been often put, clothed 
itself with “sheaths”! of varying density. This is a precondition of the 
evolution of a world of infinitely varied forms, or as we have put it, a 
system of countless strain-and-stress centres. There would be no such 
world of varied forms if the Fundamental Power were to remain undiffer- 
entiated and undivided, or else, divided as a system of undiffcrentiated 
points only. 

Evolution and history have become possible because the Power has 
manifested itself as Centres. A Centre is Cosmic Power or Potency 
condensed into a point? in a certain stage of evolution; it therefore pre- 
supposes a relative disposition or ratio of latency and patency of the Perfect 
Potency,? and readiness to create, whose evolute it is. Thus in a given 
centre, A, the ratio of latency and patency of Powcr may be different 
from that in another centre, B. Apart from this ratio, A=B=Bindu= 
Perfect Power. It is the ratio which constitutes the difference. The 
ratio may be otherwise expressed as the ratio of determination} and free- 
dom. In every object these two factors co-operate. Now, centres 
may be arranged in order of evolution or progress according as the latter 
factor prevails over the former; in other words, according as freedom 
or self-determination prevails over “other determination”. Centres are 
higher in which spontancous activity? is more manifested, and determina- 
tion less insistent. Matter, Life and Mind constitute, from this standpoint, 
an hierarchy, because the co-efficient of free plays is more and more 
manifested as we pass from the first to the second, and from the second 
to the third. The “matter” of Physical Science appears to be wholly 
determined without the least suggestions of freedom: but this is only 
an approximate truth. According to Vedanta, freedom to act must 
be there in it because the free Cit is its essence. The very smallness 
of the atom seems to be a strength instead of a weakness: its energies 
are’ vast, and its atomic motions incredibly rapid. It also is a world. 
If its behaviour seems restrained and uniform and lacking in self-conscious 
direction, it is not because it is in fact unconscious mechanism but because 
the Cit which is its essence has freely so determined to present itself. 
Whatever be the form it takes, self-determination is free determination. 


1 Koga or Kancuka. 2 Bindu. Sce ante. 3 Adysta. 


4 Lila. Or Karma. 
5 Lila. 
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Moreover, a lump of matter, with reference to our pragmatic attitude 
and factor conditioning action,! appears as (approximately) dead, inert 
and determined; but we are not permitted to generalize and say that it 
must be so (1) to itself, or (2) to other beings whose attitudes, tendencies? 
and factor conditioning action! are markedly different. To the Seer? 
for instance, its common crust of incrtness may break away revealing it 
as consciousness? instead of earthiness.‘ 

Every centre is, therefore, Bindu subject to the varying ratio of deter- 
mination’ and freedom.‘ It does not appear as perfect Being and Power 
(which Bindu is in absolute condensation) because of its special relative 
disposition of determinations and freedom.s It is this which constitutes 
the difference between an atom of Hydrogen and an amoeboid cell and 
the soul of a Sankara. If we take into account both what is latent and 
what is patent, what is actual and what is possible, then the first=the 
second=the third=Perfect Being and Powcr. Not only does Perfect 
Being and Power lie at the root and background of all things, but all things 
arc, in the complete view (as distinguished from the partial and pragmatic 
view which we commonly take), Perfect Being and Power—that is Brahman. 
It is owing to man’s pragmatic veiling and “ignorance” (determined by 
his action” and position in the cosmic scheme,); that they appear and 
behave as finite, circumscribed specific objects. 

Brahman, or Siva (or in Its dynamic aspect, Sakti) thus works the 
greatest of all miracles which is. this: while evolving as the world of infinitely 
diversified names and forms, It does not suffer Its own immensity, fullness 
and perfectness to be narrowed and whittled down in the process. Its 
immensity and infinity inalicnably abide in, and through, all things, 
great or small: particular, finite things being only the practical ignorance 
of that Immensity and Infinity. 

That Immensity and Infinity has two aspects: the infinites aspect, 
and the infinitesimal? aspect. The former is the aspect of infinite cx- 
Eee ee and manifestation! the latter is the aspect of infinite 
a ea a eaa Dt di ft Cec, apart om sZt 

ne eae (which does not allow its recognising 
analy ite ye SEES the psycho-physical subject to freedom of choice of the 
2 Tattva-darsi or Siksmadarsi who uni 


bing like the Sthiladarsi, sces the subtle nature of 
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and accepting its being in all its dimensions), involves Power both in the 
infinite and the infinitesimal aspects above explained. It is Brahman 
which is greater than the grcat,' and smaller than the smallest.2 

The infinitestimal is not infinitely small in respect of Being or Potency: 
it is infinitely small in the sense of not being further divisible into more 
elementary dynamic components (hence called “Bindu” or “Point’’). 
It is called “small”? also because of its appearing to us as subtle and con- 
densed3 and unmanifest.s .In reality, however; it is, as we have scen, 
Perfect Being and Power.s And, if we call condensed Power “Potency,” 
then it is Perfect Potency. The electric corpuscle or “vortex-ring” in 
ether which builds the chemical atom, the nucleus of the germ or sced 
of the animal and plant, are approximate representatives and compounded 
forms of the true Dynamic Point or “Bindu”. It is the condition of Cons- 
ciousness-Power operating to create and evolve: because, whether on the 
whole or in detail, there is no creative process without Power massing 
itself? into Points. Diffusion is the condition of dissolution? as concen- 
tration is that of creation.? 

Matter, Life and Mind are the threefold manifestation of .Mother- 
Power. Centres of cach arc centres (in the sense above explained) of 
the Mother-Power as a whole. In the Matter-aspect, the Mother-Power 
is Ether;! a matter-particle is, therefore, a strain-centre in Ether, which 
means, and implies that it is a centre at and through which the stress- 
system of Ether operates in a given manner. In the Lifc-aspect, 
Mother-Power is Prava or Aditya in the sense these terms are understood 
in the Upanisads. A particular living cell is a centre of this Vital 
Power,2 which as the Maitri-Upanisad explains, is not summed up by 

yeaa arias III, 20. Metaphysically the first is the Ether of Cons- 


i d Bindu. Physically the firsts the Ether and the second the atoms 
pee caon whee like ung of the present-day Relativists, discard the Ether, 


may substitute Space-Time Corer 

ü p E : 

5It is, oe in itself subject to the Spatial and Temporal Orders Bart shee 
It is, in one aspect, connected with the Space-Time Continuum out o vhk ative 
spaces and times are evolved. See for discussion of this question P.N.M.’s Fundam 


of Vedanta Philosophy. 
i? Tt is alo Per ect Readiness to create or cole Sce ante. arti 
7“Cidghana™- Ghanibhata Sakti. a erode peered toc tl 


10 Akaŝa. Or Space-Time Continuum. For a par 
concept in meialion to Deity one may instance the spec 
others in the West. z 

11 See Maitri-Up. in particular. 

12 Prinagakti or Aditya-Sakti. 
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the apparent solar energy, but diffused throughout the universe. In the 
mind-aspect, the Power is Cosmic Mind which in the Vedanta is called 
Hiranyagarbha. An individual Self is a centre at and through which the 
Cosmic Mind operates in a given manner; which does not exclude deter- 
mination and freedom for the individual, because the individual is the 
Cosmic-Mind, accepting its infinity bcing and potency only in part, and 
operating in a specific manner. 

Sound,! Object? and Thought or Idea} are another threefold mani- 
festation of Mother-Power. The Power in its Sound aspect is the most 
gencric and fundamental “Sound” whose “approximate acoustic equi- 
valent” is what is heard by gross ears as the Mantra, Om.4 All particular 
“Sound”s are particular modes and manifestations of Om. In the object- 
aspect, Power is the Cosmic Form or Order—the relative disposition or 
configuration of the elements of the world-system. Any particular object 
is and represents the Cosmic Order‘ in a particular way. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that a material atom is “a miniature universe”: everything, 
structurally and dynamically considered, must be so. Each body is a 
“Tittle universe”,7 So that a “Seer” can see “folded up” in every object 
the whole Cosmos; and he who is competent, can evolve all things out 
of everything.* The dynamic graph or the diagram of forces by which 
anything (say, a magnet) can be represented—the picture of the consti- 
tuent forces—is called the Yanira of that thing. And though of course 
cach particular object must have its own peculiar Yantra (as also Mantra), 
it is to be observed that its Yantra must only be a modification or particular 
form of the Mahéyantra,? (analogous to the Mahamantra, Om) which stands 
for the Cosmos as a whole. In the thought-aspect, every object, even a 
grain of matter, must be a mode of Cosmic Consciousness-Power (with 
Its three components of Power as Will, Knowledge and Action)!° which 
is the essence of both its peculiar being and dynamism. Every being— 

1 Sabda. 


` 2 Artha. 
3 SRO Scc The Garland of Letters as to these terms. 
‘See _ 5. 5 Viścśa Sabda. 
Virat or Visva-ripa. 1 Ksudra brahmanda. 
a A version of the Hermetic doctrine relative 
to the Macrocosm and Microcosm (Mahia brahmanda and Ksudra brahmanda) is given 
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10 Tccha-Sakti, Jndna-Sakti and Kriya-Sakti. 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


POWER AS CONSCIOUSNESS 41 


since it is a mode of Cosmic Consciousness-Power, that is, uncircumscribed 
Consciousness-Power—must in the Vedantic view involve, whether latently 
. or patently, Consciousness-Power in its threefold division; that is to say, 
even a grain of matter must involve Power as Knowledge, Will and action ! 
though these may appear to be latent in relation to man’s present condition. 
And if what is latent and what is patent, what it veils and what it reveals, 
be added, then, in a grain of matter we must have as its stock the Whole 
as Consciousness-Power. 

This last aspect of Power (viz., Consciousness) is the fundamental 
aspect of which Sound? and its meaning? are side-aspects or derivates. 
Because while all things and processes (including sound? and meaning)? 
are sustained in, reducible to, and perceived and conceived in terms of, 
Consciousness, there is nothing else which can be conceived as the sustaincr 
of Consciousness, nothing else to which Consciousness itself can be reduced, 
and nothing else in terms of which Consciousness itself must be known. 
Consciousness, therefore, is the basis of all being and all power. It being 
given, a thing is; it being not given, a thing is not. Things being given, 
it is; things not being given, it still is; which is Pure Experience, which 
the Buddhistic system called Sanya, the Void.« Further, it being given, 
all else can be perceived and conceived; whilst, its not being given, can 
neither be perceived nor conccived. We do sometimes conceive “un- 
consciousness” in ourselves, or in matter; but this is abstract, pragmatic, 
symbolic and approximate thinking. Concretely and really, the “un- 
consciousness” in us or in matter is simply not the sort and tone of cons- 
ciousness which we have in practice, learnt to accept as “our conscious 
life,” extended over a narrow arca, and expressed in certain pragmatic 
responses and signs. Beyond that arca, and in default of those signs and 
responses, we “sce” nothing but unconsciousness.§ es 

The Subconscious Mind, or the “Subliminal Consciousness 3 now 
requisitioned to explain many”common psychic as well as many “para; 
psychic” phenomena. Like an iceberg floating in water, macies E 
of mental life is said to lie submerged in subconsciousness. It Gu 
consciousness) has been likened to an immense block of yaen oe Hee 
nality is but a diminutive facet; to an iceberg of which we see a tew g 


1 Iecha-Sakti, Jnana-Sakti and Kriya-Sakti. 
2 Sabda. 3Artha. 
4 Śūnya. The term is also used in Hinduism, 
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ing prisms that represent our life, while nine-tenths of the enormous mass 
remain buried in the shadows of the sea. According to Sir Oliver Lodge, 
it is that part of our being that has not become incarnate; according to 
Gustave Le Bon, it is the ‘condensed’ soul of our ancestors, which is true, 
beyond a doubt but only a part of the truth, for we find in it also the soul 
of the future and probably of many other forces which are not necessarily 
human. William James saw in it a diffuse cosmic consciousness and the 
chance intrusion into our scientifically-organized world of remnants 
and vestiges of primordial chaos. Here are “a numbcr of images striving 
to give.us an idea of a reality so that we are unable to grasp it.”! 

Psychometry, “X-ray vision,” and “mediumistic phenomena” gene- 
rally, would seem to require not only that a subconscious background 
of our “conscious life” exists, but that it must be credited with potentialities 
of knowing and acting which exceed the limits of man’s common intelli- 
gence and will, and which therefore, in that way and to that extent, should 
rather be called Super-consciousness, It may be that the so-called sub- 
consciousness is really cosmic consciousness—all seeing, all-knowing and 
all-powerful—hidden from our ordinary conscious life by a pragmatic 
veil which, when “accidentally” lifted, gives us what the Psychic Research 
Societies of the West are now studying as “occult” phenomena; and, 
when lifted by suitable practical methods, gives the higher psychic powers? 
and vision‘ to which every individual can attain (since, Supreme Spirits 
being connected with every individual spirit, psychic powers, and so forth 
cannot be an exclusive possession), provided he cares to train himself 
Properly in accordance with those methods. 

Hindu System of Philosophy, and the Vedanta in particular, have 
recognised this Supreme Spirits of which, and in which, all particular 
Spas eres and Vedānta has held that a particular Spirits is the Supreme 
zE e: SESE a veil of practical “ignorance” or non-acceptance; 
2o zes itself as the Supreme Soul, in knowledge and in powcr, 

portion as, by effort,? it can raise the “veil” between itself and its 
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In the West “the laboratory methods” applied to the study of these 
phenomena have produced admirable results so far as the testing, recording 
_ and ordering of facts arc concerned. But hypotheses such as will explain 
them are still vague, hesitating and unsatisfactory, and there seems 
to be as yet little suggestion of courses of systematic discipline by which 
one who is not “by nature” a medium, and so forth may develop the higher 
psychic potentialities, and with perseverance, may even, ultimately, bring 
them to perfection. 

M. Ernest Bozzano, whose article in the Annales des Sciences Psychiques 
(September, 1906), M. Maeterlinck cites (Zhe Unknown Guest, 3rd Ed., 
p. 324) says: “It does not seem that it is possible to cultivate or develop 
them (occult facultics) systematically. The Hindu races in particular, 
who for thousands of years have been devoting themselves to the study 
of these manifestations, have arrived at nothing but a better knowledge 
of the empirical methods calculated to produce them in individuals already 
endowed with these supernormal faculties.” The Hindu position however 
is that it is possible to. cultivate and develop these “faculties” systematically, 
and bring them to perfection; that it is possible to arrive at a knowledge 
of the principles, not merely of the “empirical” methods (which therefore, 
are not purely empirical); and that, the methods can be applied, and 
if properly applied and pursued, success can be attained, by all individuals. 

“In India, the Vedantic doctrine has afforded a wide and firm basis 
for the understanding of our common as well as “‘occult”’ experiences, 


and that doctrine is clear in its main outlines. On the practical side, , 


too, the Indian genius has been remarkable for the courses of Sadhana 
or discipline it has evolved, suited to the varying temperament and com- 
petency? of men, leading by steps to the highest stages of realization— 
“T am the Whole.”3 Human personalities alone are not in, and of, the 
Supreme Spirit, but all things conceal beneath their apparent cramped 


existences mines of unbounded subliminal Power (which is ultimately 
the instinct of 


Corisciousness-Power). The so-called “instincts” (¢.g., the 
direction) of animals, particuarly of ants, bees and many ieee show 
this unsuspected Power at work, and doing things which man's a ligence 
cannot, in some cases, do at all, and in others, do but haltingly imper- 
fectly. It has been claimed that the famous Elberfeld horses in Germany 


trained by Krall proved two things—first, that rationality is, ordinarily, 


1 t, by M. Maeterlinck, p- 259. t <a 
2 Ie Urinen cuen ay 3 Púrņo'ham, Brahmāsmi, Sarvo'smi. 


CCO. Vasishtha Tripathi Collection. By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


Bi tari te ett tee. 


444 THE WORLD AS POWER 


only dormant in the lower animals, or passes unobserved; second, that 
even animals can, acting under proper circumstances and stimuli perform 
wonderful intellectual feats, particularly in the domain of abstract numbers 
which human intelligence, has so long regarded as peculiarly its own. 
For instance, an Elberfeld horse could extract the fourth root of a number 
of six figures (involving in actual calculation 31 operations), in five or 
six seconds, “that is to say, during the brief, careless glance which he gives 
at the black-board on which the problem is inscribed, as though the 
answer came to him intuitively and instantaneously.” 1 

The “lower” animal has his share in the occult phenomena also. 
M. Ernest Bozzano? has collected 69 cases of telepathy, presentiments 
and hallucinations of sight or hearing in which the main parts are played 
by animals. The Hindu scriptures are replete with stories in which, 
not only Animals, but “Stocks and Stones”: also, are shown as possessing 
a Consciousness, ordinarily latent in them, but becoming patent under 
certain relative circumstances of Karmic condition. The substance of 
these myths is in accord with the fundamental position of Hindu Thought, 
which holds that Cit and the Vital Principle (really one) not only pervade 
all creation, but that all objects are forms and modes of Cit, both sub- 
stantially and dynamically. 

As regards these stories it is to be observed that a careful study of 
the so-called “earlier” as well as “later” Sastras shows that, behind the 
veil of its sensuous manifestation every object was believed to be a mode 
of Cit-Sakti technically called “Presiding Deity.» Every object is, 
therefore, naturally addressed as a Devatā or Divinity or Consciousness- 
Power, and the Sadhaka is taught to bring himself into “living” contact 
with the Power embodied in them, and to make that Power available 
for the furtherance of his desired ends.s 

In fact, according to Vedantic conceptions, all things or centres, 
though essentially they are Being-Consciousness-Bliss,6 present varicd 
aspects to one another by virtue of their varying action and factor con- 
ditioning it. Hence, a given thing, A, may seem and behave, for all 
practical purposes, as totally or partially “dead” and “unconscious,” in 

1 The Unknown Guest, p. 259, by M. Maeterli 
zi aeae oes Perceptions Physigues des animaux (Annales des sciences psy- 
3 To the upper and lower fire-producing sti i) which in Ri in the 
Mi vee eee aa and female are called Duuh and Pu siravah (Yajurveda 


4 Abhimanini Devatā. `S Pūruşārthas. 6 Saccidananda. 
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relation to B, or even to itself. Now, this “unconsciousness” is only 
consciousness veiled or ignored and such veiling has degrees. 

Man’s own “unconsciousness” and “‘subconsciousness” are thus 
veiled, unaccepted, unrecognised forms of Consciousness itself. Or if 
we are likely to create confusion by using the word “Consciousness” (which 
is used in a limited and pragmatic sense in the West) we must employ 
the Vedantic term Cit itself which means the Reality-Whole. We should 
then say that “unconsciousness” and “subconsciousness” are modes of Cit. 

It has been shown in previous chapters that man’s Experience is 
really a Universe; that for practical reasons he ignores the immensity 
of experience, and scizes upon particular features only which happen 
to interest him, and thus carves a portion out of the Infinite Given, and 
regards this portion alonc as his consciousness of the moment. In reality, 
no bounds can be set to the Given which is the alogical Whole, and, is 
therefore, all-inclusive: It is Brahman and the Immense.' Dynamically, 
it must be so: since men are centres in an infinite Stress-systcm, the stress 
(which is the basis of its experience) of a given centre must involve, and 
be connected with, the entire system. As the forces producing experience 
cannot be in themselves hedged round, so experience cannot be hedged 
round. If we hedge it round, it is because our tendencies? and factor 
conditioning? action do not require the whole. This limiting is due to 
the so-called ignorance.* Hie ai fatatiign orev 

Conversely, by knowledge (chiefly, “spiritual” intuition o: > 
the limits of R RS experience can (it is claimed) be indefinitely pushed 


back, and the whole Universe, past, present and future, can be “discovered”? 
in it, since it is the Universe. Sub-consciousness, in that consummation 
reached by degrees, becomes Super-Consciousness and Perfect Conscious- 


ness. 


1 Bhaman; both terms have the same meaning. 
i ivi first 
va Both Vidya and Dae ie uel thei one Dine Moe roe fat 
she freca by i e The being ofthe centre thus produced is a form of Avidya. 

4Bhiman; both terms have the same meaning. 
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Witu the aid of the explanations given in the foregoing sections we can 
attempt-to formulate an approximate idea of Cit—approximate because 
Cit as the Whole! is alogical, and therefore, indcfinable.2 It can be 
thought about and defined only in aspects or sections.2 Now, Cit is the 
Reality-Power which is fundamentally the Consciousness in us, but which 
as such is infinitely larger than what is commonly and pragmatically 
accepted as our “conscious life”; stretching over, and remaining as, the 
realms of the “sub-conscious” and “unconscious”; evolving and mani- 
festing as Vital Power and Forms, and as Material Power and Forms;* 
in other words, evolving and manifesting as the Universe which we regard 
and treat in Time, Space and Causality (which does not mean that these 
are only Forms of Thought), but which has an aspect transcending these 
categories also.s 

Further, Cit in evolving and manifesting as this universe of multi- 
farious forms, in some of which its essential nature as Consciousness and 
Joy seems to be veiled or even reversed, never ceases to be the Perfect 
Reality-Power that it is. That is, Cit as Perfect Being-Consciousness- 
Bliss’—(a) becomes the World of finite forms; (b) is immanent in the 
World of finite forms; and (c) is transcendent in relation to the World 
of finite forms. It never ceases to be (b) and (c) in being (a). 

: The unchanged Perfect-Reality-Power, as underlying, and yet distin- 
guished from, the changing world-forms, has, again, two aspects; (1) the 
absolutely great, diffuse and undifferentiated aspect which is the Ether 
of Consciousness? and (2) the absolutely smallio condensed “potentized” 
aspect which is Bindu of which “Self,” living “Germ,” material “Atom” 
or corpuscle are lower forms and evolutes. As the Perfect Continuum? 


1 Pūrņa. 2 Avang man 

3 pa A 4Bhita oe gochara- 

s Rigy oi tharva-veda, sai E Śvetāśvatara Up., III, 14, 15, 16. 
č Paramamahat. 9 Cidākā t, Ananda. T Sr 
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has a tendency to evolve as a series of Lower Continua in which it still 
remains immanent (and also, transcendent), so the Perfect Dynamic 
. Point! has a tendency to evolve as a series of Lower “Centres,” and yet 
remain as the “Point” at the base of them all: it is thus, “the Centre of 
all centres”. It is also transcendent in this sensc that a given Centre, 
say, a matcrial atom or a living cell, ordinarily manifests and draws upon 
a part of its infinite dynamism or potency. 

As the Ether of Consciousness? is the direction of Unity and Un- 
differentiation, so the Point! is the direction of Plurality and Heterogencity. 
That is, Cit, in having to become many and varied, must begin as Bindu, 
so that Bindu is the start of the creative and evolutionary process as the 
result of the Desire “may I be many”.? Bindu contains within itself 
“sceds” of multiplicity, illustrated by the desire of the Self to multiply 
or reproduce itself in generation and creation by the vital impetus in the 
“cells” towards cell-division and multiplication; by radioactivity and 
other phenomena showing how matter continually tends to split and 
rebuild itself into new kinds of matter starting, as physicists now generally 
believe, from one fundamental kind of matter. By reason of this funda- 
mental tendency to multiplicity, we have the Prime Bindu‘ splitting 
into a multiplicity of Points’ which become the starting nuclei of the 
world of correlated centres. ; 

Cit, which is immense Power, condenses itself into the Bindu for 
purposes of creative evolution. By this operation, as we must think, 
magnitude or “field” of being is infinitely contracted, but Power is in- 
finitely massed—which is infinite Potency and Readiness. Bindu, there- 
fore in our conception, is the “Limit” of strain i-e., change of dimensions), 
as also the “Limit” of Stress (če. powcr involved in the change of dao 
sion, e.g., in a rubber ball pressed by the hand, or ina Tah a 
and also thc power by which it tends to regain Abs nate E A 
or form). “Limit” means here “the ultimate poe Sees 
whigh a thing or energy cannot be Coarne; it is also Perfect 


strained)—perfect condensation or compac erfe 
Stress 2 ihe sense that it is endowed with perfect Power to regain its 


original Form, i.e., Brahman as immense nenii mie Power. Ina 

limited way, this is illustrated by a germ or secd, when, 
1 Bindu. 2 Cidakasa. 3 Bahu syang praja-ycya. 
4 Parama-Bindu as Supreme Self. 


5 Bindus or limited selves (Jiva or 
6 Ucchiinavastha. 


by its inherent 
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power, it tends to grow into an animal or a plant. Bindu’s inherent 
power to evolve may be otherwise expressed by saying that Bindu posscsses 
Perfect elasticity, Ordinary centres have imperfect strains and stresses 
(for practical purposes), so that their elasticities too are imperfect. 

As Bindu is at the base or “heart”: of all cosmic Centres, its elasticity 
is the basis of the differing elasticities of different centres on account of 
which they grow, tend to push back and outgrow their constraints, and 
gradually evolve towards perfection. The reason of cosmic stressing 
and evolution is, therefore, given in the elasticity of the Bindu which must 
“swell’’.2 

Thus we have a fundamental cycle or “circuit” involved in the very 
fact of creation: Brahman as the Kinetic Immense infinitely strains (7.c., 
condenses) into Brahman as Immense Potential (which is Bindu); this 
Immense Potential by reason of its perfect Elasticity swells into Immense 
Kinetic or Manifest again. Here we have cyclic movement which requires 
that (1) the cosmos as a system of centres must have cyclic life; and (2) 
individual centres and groups of centres (¢.g., species of animals, communi- 
ties, nations and so forth), must have cyclic life too. The factor of Bliss 
and Play} ensures, however, that this cyclic life is not a mere mechanical 
spinning round and round in an eternally fixed groove. 

Elasticity, as we have scen, involves both Strain‘ and Stress.s The 
correlate “pole” of the illumineds is illuminator.2 The latter (or Siva) 
“projects” out of Itself Its own creative Power (with which It is in indivi- 
sible unity): this Primary action is the illumined;¢ then, the latter reacts 
on the former? by “reflecting itself on it,” i.e. by making itself an Object 


1 Sakti or Power is called the “Heart of the Supreme Lord” (Ardayam Paramesituh). 
ce ans called Uchinavastha, It is interesting r note how a idea of “swelling” 
and dynamic, rhythmic expansion and contraction (Samkoca-vikāśa) of Bindu is 
N, fe Bind sed recently as essentially the idea of the Atom, which is a repre- 
matin atie the material plane: “According to Bohr, the emission of light fron 
m is not a single process but takes place in two distinct stages. ‘The first stage 1S 


the energising of the atom, in other words, its passi i 
nergis yt passing over from a normal or non-luminous 
gnani uoan state of higher energy content. The second stage is the return of the 
ma o x on ition of lower Peay ia bes by the emission of light......”, From 
y > Res 7 ntial dress, Indian Science ngiess, 1928. Whatever the explanauon 
ve pacer red ee itself (viz., the expansion and contraction of the 
pier babe now appcars to be established. 


5 Vikāśa-Śakti ; - 
ae EN $0, Sistra, Samkoca-Sakti+ Vikisa-Sakti = Vimaréa-Salkt 


hascs: ep. i A in the sense of Power acting and reacting in all its 
p! E ff in the conception pe ee as a Stress-system: 
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of Illumination or Consciousness. Thus arises the Supreme Cosmic 
Self-Consciousness or Supreme Self! which is the state of Supreme Bindu. 
_ From this last, by multiplication, correlation and co-ordination, the 
World (often compared to an Asvaitha Tree) sprouts into manifestation. 
In the planc of Mind, the Bindu is represented (perfectly in the case of 
the Lord, but approximately in our case) by the Ego or Self; in the plane 
of Life, it is represented by the “‘cell-nucleus” (which is also “Self”? veiled); 
and in the plane of Matter, it is represented by the “central electric charge” 
(as known to physicists so far)—which is “Self” still further veiled. Self, 
therefore, is—and according to the Cosmic plan above explained, must 
be—in every form of being. Modern physiologists generally restrict 
consciousness to the cortex of the brain: so that actions of the sub-cerebral 
centres are sub-conscious or unconscious. But from the premises which 
have been submitted, and also from other scientific and quasi-scientific 
considerations which we have previously partly stated, it should on a 
Vedantic view follow—(1) that Consciousness and Self cannot be restricted 


to the life of the cerebrum; (2) that all Centres of the organism (down 
have their own consclousness¢s 


co-operate for the purposes of the enjoyment and act 

The Body (gross and subtle) is thus a corporation © 

What ie tasin this case, is true in the case of all Things constituted, There 

is no unconsciousness, or unconsciousness 

to be contsolled only by Git, Cit is both the Material and Efficient Gavi 
As we have seen, the appearance of Bindu and its derivate centres, 


i i t of such 
implies Power operating as a cont The result o 


contraction is called Kancuka 
divergent working of such envelope; 
the ĉonstraint7 is comparatively more 
Selfis the Lord of such constraints.” Inp 


1 Para-ahanta. 2 Para-Bindu. ; A ; 
: Principles of Psychology. Vo; ue Bhoga and Karma 
Or the Pindabhimai sie 

s Acit st tke “Cidabhasa. ‘As in Samkhya and Mayavada p 
i . . n . s e 

8 Sce The Garland of Letters—“Kancukas?” in which Mays is the Primordia! cuka, 

referred. to before. 
9 Kancuka. 
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an ascending order of higher and higher Centres. Its operative arrange- 
ment in a given Centre constitutes its system of “sheaths”. All Centres 
have “sheaths”. In man, their operative arrangement is given by the 
system of the “five sheaths”.! According to another scheme, the arrange- 
ment is represented by the “seven planes”; according to another, it is 
the “seven Centres”.? Planes, sheaths and so forth are, however, not 
peculiar to human constitution; they are involved in all things, though, 
possibly, in varying degree “folded up”. 

The World shows Centres in different stages of growth: they appear 
to constitute an hierarchy from “dead” matter to the highest Spirit. It both 
means and requires that their positions in the cosmic dynamic system are 
different, and their ‘actions or karmas, that is, more or less spontaneous 
activities by which those positions are sought to be altered, are different. 
Adrsta is often substituted by its equivalent, Samskara (‘“‘tendency” or 
predisposition”), and Karma by its expression, Bhoga, (enjoyment of 
Plensure and Pain, etc.). Bhoga, is the expression of Karma, because 
Adrsta, though apparently a factor conditioning Karma, and therefore 
Bhoga, is itself the result of previous Karma. At the root, we can have 
nothing but Cit “elaborating” its Bliss by Play; no particular Centre 
can, therefore, have its action absolutely determined. Practically, how- 
ever, Adrsta and Karma constitute what is called “‘cyclic causation” in 
which the latter is conditioned by certain pre-existent tendencies. ‘Two 
Centres, A and B, are different; because, their Adysta and Karma are 
different; these latter are different because the elasticities of A and B have 
been different; that is, A’s power to modify its strains has been different 
from that of B. And, in our temporal thinking, there is no absolute 
beginning in time of these differences in the elasticities of Centres: in Laya 
or “Cosmic Sleep” these differences must be imagined as still persisting 
as “seeds”. 

Differences are infinitely various yet Centres may be grouped together 
as Matter, as Life and as Mind. We have seen that there is, in a 
certain sense, an antithesis between .Ad¢rsta as presently determined 
condition and Karma which essays to change and master it; and that 
Karma is essentially the expression of Joy and Play. Now Matter is 
that in which Adysfa predominates, and Karma, from man’s standpoint 

q“ ” z : ; Sete, 
a e ee aaa eae aU 
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at least, in the sense of autonomous action, is almost completely disguised. 
Mind (as Self-Consciousness and Self-determination) is that in which 


_ Karma predominates. Life, in the plants and animals, regarded from 


Man’s standpoint again lies midway between these two. In fact, the 
greater its co-efficient of Karma, involving control of Adrşła, and the 
greater, therefore, its manifestation of Joy and Play,! the higher is the 
place of a Centre or group of centres in the Scheme of Beings. l 

Matter moves, but its “career” is traced in almost (it cannot be abso- 
lute) fixed curves and expressed in nearly fixed rounds or routines, covered 
by the physicist’s formule and equations. The “life-curve” comes to 
be less and less fixed as we proceed from Matter to the lower forms of Life, 
and from these to the higher forms; because the factor of Karma more 
and more asserts itself. The lowest forms of life seem to be endowed 
with power of spontaneous action: Life is seen to seize upon the atoms 
of C, H, N, O, build by means of these materials the cell of protoplasm, 
which it then proceeds to differentiate and integrate with a view to re- 
produce a certain species or kind. This power of construction for an 
end is even more marked in the activities of the Self working through, 
and as, Mind.2 This power, which is natural in man, can be developed 
by self-discipline and development,’ so that the limited self may progressi- 
vely become controller and creator of wider and wider phases of creation, 
until at last it becomes identified with+ the Supreme Creator and con- 
troller’ Himself.s Sastra, therefore, holds—first, that any Centre, by 
appropriate Karma, can raise itself to the level of the Highest Centre, 
because it carries, as manifestation of Power? the potentiality of the 
Immense or Brahman; secondly, that Manu, Daksa and other Higher Powers 
who preside over what are called their respective jurisdictions,’ are Centres 
who have attained their high altitude by Karma : and thirdly, that aspects 
of the world-process, as a whole presided over by the Supreme Centre, 
are presided over by “deputies” in detail—an arrangement which, while 
ensuring the rational direction of the creative process, does not annul 
the possibility of Karma on the Part of subordinate cang: Karma, 
implying freedom, is the “birthright” of every Centre; itis not delegated”; 


ST ar) tahkar. 3 Sadhana. 
1 Ananda and Lila. 2 Ani ana: 
Se ratte 5 Prajapati or the Lord. 
4 Sayujya-siddhi. Prajapati or the ith having started and presided over 
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it cannot, therefore, be taken away. On the other hand, evolution does 
not proceed on a footing of “fortuitous modifications” and “‘chance conglo- 
merations”. It is a directed and “supervised” process. 

If the world-process were to proceed on purely mechanistic and deter- 
ministic lines, its curve of history would be absolutely and eternally fixed: 
things and processes would go on spinning in eternally fixed cycles. On 
the other hand, if Karma were to work absolutely independently of Adrsia, 
(i.e., the total assemblage of conditions), the curve would most likely he 
a “whimsical” one, not amenable to law and order. As a matter of fact, 
the curve has reference to collective Adysfa as well as to collective Karma; 
so that the world-process, though generally cyclic, moves to change also. 
And, in order that such movement may on the whole be towards better- 
ment or “progress,” collective Karma must include Karma by some Higher 
Centres who know the road to real betterment and are competent to 
direct the Karma of others, without compulsion, to and along that road. 
This shows the place of Manu and others in the economy of world evolu- 
tion.! The Karma of Centres makes the curve of history not a mere 
cycle, which Adysia left alone, would make it. The control of Higher 
Centres makes the curve, so to say, spiraline,2 that is, one in which the 
movement of rotation is combined with a movement of upward (and from 
man’s limited point of view, sometimes downward) translation. But 
for this control, the Karma of ordinary Centres—not generally characterized 
by any clear and sure intuition of the True, Good and Beautiful—would, 
in the resultant, be cither mutually destructive (truths and falsities, good 
and evil intentions neutralizing one another), or be precarious and unsteady 
(that is, not steadily making for an ideal). 

2 From man’s pragmatic point of view, the Cosmic Spiral? is generally 
hidden as a whole, and manifest only in parts, sections or aspects. He, 
therefore, sees now upward phases, and now downward phases—in his 
own life history, in the history of groups, and, as he thinks, in the history 
of the world as a whole. Hence there is both progress and “reversion” 
(or degeneracy) in the career of a Centre of a group of Centres. In the 
complete view, all such upward and downward phases are seen to be 
“elements” of the continuous World-Spiraline Movement. 

Pennant Dorine appears iabe represented i Bs Theosophy by its teaching regarding 


3 The Six Centres through which the “Serpent Power” (itself “‘spiraline”) ascends to 


the highest, are seen to be arranged spi i ; 
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The Spiral, as we have seen, combines translation with rotation, the 
` former being due to Karma, especially those by the Higher Centres. Any 
. Karma done affects, therefore, the aspect of translation; both as regards 
magnitude and duration. A good and wise Karma contributes to upward 
translation or progress! being greater and more rapid; a bad and foolish 
act tends to make it less and delayed. By ignorance and sin man falls. 
This fall may, in the long run, raise him, through repentance and expiation 
after several births if not in the same birth, higher than where he had 
been before he fell.2 This shows that there is progress even through 
falls and lapses. But the path would assuredly be both straightened and 
shortened if man could, at the critical moment, develop Power or Sakti, 
in knowledge and will, so as not to fall. Hence the spiraline (or cosmically 
progressive) nature of the world-curve does not warrant that any Centre 
should merely drift in order to reach the highest point. Since the current 
is towards the highest end, it could reach it by drifting along the current; 
but it could not reach it, even in that prodigious age which is called Kalpa 
(counted in thousands of billions of human years), but, so far as man can 
see in nothing short of infinite time; and, during that unending course, 
it would have to pass through countless ups and downs spelling untold 
miseries. In order to cut short this protracted career, in fact, in order 
to dissociate himself from the mazes of the Spiral, “the Wandering’? 
itself, man must be up and doing, and be a devotee’ and striver or Sadhaka, 
and “tap” the potentiality of infinite knowledge and power and bliss 
which is contained in his being. ; 
Any disciplines which is calculated to straighten and shorten its 
career in the Spiral is called the Dharma or Law of Form. (incompletely 
translated as Religion) of a given Centre; by following it, its “lifts” are 
assured and multiplied, and its “fall” prevented and minimized. ‘The 
result is called progress.s When, ultimately, the Centre, by realizing 
itself as the whole Consciousness Power, can dissociate itself from the 
Spiral itself, having no further need of specialized effort and movement, 
the consummation reached is called Liberation.7 f 
Where the co-efficient of Karma is, practically, very small, as in the 
case of the Matter-centres, Dharma is Power as Law summing up and 


A 2 s s : 
apne Y EEVA Tantra says that man should learn to raise himself by that which 


gua his fall through abuse of ane finim + Abhyudaya. 
6 Parna, Cit-Sakti. 1 Nihéreyasa or Moksa or Mukti. 
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describing the routine of their behaviour. In the case of higher centres, 
there is no “routine” strictly so called; so that Dharma is Power as Law 
(‘‘regulative” or “normative? without being binding) relative to the 
conservation! of those Centres essentially as such as well as to the progress 
and liberation? (in the senses above explained) of them. 

Tt has been seen that voluntary control of evolutionary movement 
especially by the higher Centres (from Man upwards) is not only possible, 
but it exists. We have to consolidate and intensify this control—which 
is Sadhana. In this process, intellect, feeling and will are at work to 
prepare the aspirant for Yoga? directed for the attainment of the Supreme 
End. This Yoga effects the transformation of the “Little Self”s into the 
“Supreme Selfs by removing the veil of ignorance’ which alone separates 
the one from the other; the Yogi leaves behind his “little” intellect, feeling 
and will, as tools of practical deliberation and selection (therefore, tools 
that limit, dissect and define), in entering into the realm of the super- 
consciousness,’ and Alogical. All forms of Yoga agree in placing the 
Supreme Experience beyond the reach of “Mind” and “Speech”. In 
the last stages, therefore, the Method is Intuition and Ecstasy. The 
enveloping" and thus limiting powers which confine a Centre to its “little 
sphere” of pragmatic life must be removed in order that it can realize 
itself as All, In the progress of this liberating process, the Centre sub- 
sumes and extends its control over the elements of matter.!! 

Essentially and dynamically the same, Matter-centres, Life-centres 
and Mind-centres are not only correlated in the Cosmos, but are inter- 
changeable; that is, a Matter-centre can, under proper conditions, “trans- 
mute” not only into another kind of matter, but into life and mind; and 
vice versa. Any Centre, in its beginningless career, may have, therefore, 
passed through all these forms, which means that “sheaths” and “instru- 
ments” of the imperishable Cit have only varied. 

_ Since Cit-Sakti, which is the essence of all centres both as regards 
being and as regards evolving impetus, is imperishable, it follows that 
2 Abhyudaya and oe the root Dhri “to maintain”. 
ae ae is commonly used to denote both result as unity and the process which 
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all centres, considered as modes of Being-Energy, are so. The particular 
Sorms (“sheaths” and “instruments”) of the centres are continuously 
changing, however, according to the varying ratios of their Karma and 
Adrsia. Even during what is called a single “lease of life” or birth, 
the sheaths and instruments of a centre are changing from moment to 
moment; and what is called the “personal identity” of a centre is only 
pragmatic identity which, strictly speaking, is not identity. This is true 
not only of “Selves” and living organisms, but also of material corpuscles 
which physics has now discovered to be “systems” (and even the Electron, 
being of finite mass and energy, ought to be so). But in the midst of all 
this continuous flux, a centre has its endurance or persistence assured in 
two important respects: (a) a centre is in reality the whole Being-Conscious- 
ness-Bliss Power, and as such is absolutely imperishable; and (b) that 
Power wills to evolve and “live” as a particular centre; so that this “‘will” 
is the “seed” and “root” of that particular centre manifestation; and 
this seed also is (conditionally) imperishable, that is, as long as the Basic 
Will lasts. From the latter position it follows that the seed and principle 
of a given centre must persist through cycles of creation and dissolution, 
being variously evolved during the former and involved or latent during 
the latter. The seed of a centre is not destroyed through all these changes 
of condition—of sheaths and instruments: the “will? of Brahman to be 
and become such centre remaining all through. A centre ceases to be 
such when it realizes itself as the Whole; therefore, when the Basic Will 
of Git to be and become this particular centre goes and therefore the 
root of this particular manifestation “dies”. 

Of the “‘sheaths” and “instruments” of a Centre, all are not susceptible 
to change and disintegration to the same degree. The principle which 
determines susceptibility to change and disintegration is this: A form of 
Power which evolves (integrates and organises) another form, and controls 
the latter when evolved, is more persistent than the latter e.g., Vital Power 
which evolves protoplasm out of ©, H, N, O, and elaborates this into a 
living organism, is more persistent than the “material vehicle So organised 
and controlled by it; so that, it will persist after the material body has 
disintegrated. The Self (represented by Ahangkéra or ‘I-making Principle) 

which, according to the views here explained, evolves and controls vehicles 
or sheaths subtler than the gross body, and, through these subtler vehicles 
i i subtle or gross. 


the gross body also, is more persistent than all its vehicles, 
Power as Bindu is the most fundament 
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evolution of centres; hence, Bindu must persist even after a centre has 
disintegrated in all other forms. Finally, Consciousness-Power as Whole 
or Perfect Experience is absolute persistence, since It evolves the Bindu 
itself and involves it again. 

So that we have an hierarchy of persistent forms, having at the bottom 
material vehicles or bodies, and at the top, Bindu if we exclude the Whole 
which is absolute persistence. The subtle forms of Power are thus more 
“vital? and enduring than those that are relatively gross. 

The death of the physical body does not according to this view, 
mean the death of Life and Soul and Spirit. Death separates the subtle 
vehicle of a Centre from its gross vehicle, and, though these may continu- 
ously change by Karma, yet they are relatively persistent (i.¢e., do not 
disintegrate) through countless births, till by realization, the Centre 
transcends its own limited self; and becomes merged in the Perfect Whole 
itself which is absolute deathlessness. 

Whether Power as a Centre does or does not evolve and provide itself 
with a sensuous material vehicle depends on its Karma (and Adrsia). 
Its existence as such Centre does not depend upon its having evolved a 
gross material vehicle; so that, it may exist with or without (as the case 
may be) of a gross vehicle having been evolved and associated with it. 
Thus Centres may be incarnate or embodied, disincarnate or disembodicd. 

In its beginningless career a Centre may describe its curve of life 
according to the “equation” of its varying Karma on a board which is 
infinite Space and Time. - And this curve may exhibit it in all possible 
positions—now embodied, now disembodied; now a “god”, now a material 
thing; now a man, now an amocba. In its passage it meets with no 

forbidden tracts” and “reserved compartments”. Fulfilling the Karmic 
conditions, it can become anything from a Creator of the worlds down 
Be ee of grass or a particle of dust. And we have seen that all these 
ntre-Forms are essentially transmutable into one another, all being in 
essence Consciousness-Power. Of these countless forms, the Human 


a possesses some advantages in respect of further evolution; since, 
s form has a mixed experience of pleasure and pain, good and evil 
acting as an incentive to betterment, and self-consciousness and self- 
Sone to a requisite degree to think out a path and take to it. 
ance the curve is described by Karma, we ma 
ts y say that a Centre 
in its ages-long career ever becomes what it chooses to hesoine! It is a 


Centre of Power the essence of which is Joy and Freedom. Its “‘littleness” 
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as well as its “greatness” are due to its action—its bondage and liberation; 
its degeneration and progress. An individual Centre may enter, when 
_ the ratio of its collective Karma and Adrsta so requires it, a given and 
relatively fixed line of character-attitude in the world which is called a 
Type, Kind, Species, Race or Caste; but by Karma agaia it can leave 
that line, and pass into another, higher or lower; and by suitable spiritual 
effort, in can assimilate itself to the Summum Genus which 1s Git as Whole 
and Perfect. This consummation is Yoga or “Union”. 

The Sakta Doctrine thus makes every Centre a Magazine of free and 
undying Power—essentially Perfect but pragmatically limited, that is, 
veiled and ignored. 


CIT AND ITS INVOLUTION 


Tue study of Perfect Experience has necessarily to start on the basis of 
man’s own experience, and it is no false“ anthropomorphic” metaphysics 
which models the Cosmos essentially on the lines discoverable in himself. 
In metaphysics no more ultimate and surer basis can be thought of. “What 
is here is there”! Apart from spiritual intuition giving direct apprehension 
of the Reality-Power, what is open to logical thinking is, first to attempt a 
faithful rendering and analysis of man’s own consciousness (so far as this 
may be possible), and thereupon form an idea of the Reality-Power as 
manifesting in and through ourselves; and then, secondly, to extend 
and apply this conception of Reality to the interpretation of Life, Matter 
and the World-system generally. Now, the conception of Reality thus 
extended either suits (i.c., explains) the World-Order, or does not suit it. 
If it does not suit, the inference is not that metaphysical enquiry has failed 
because it has started at the wrong end (i:¢., the Self and its experience), 
but that there has been superficiality or other defect in the rendering 
and analysis of Self-expericnce, so that, the premises being vicious have 
vitiated the conclusions. In fact, the enquiry, to be final, has, according 
to this doctrine, to be started at onc end only, and that end is the Self. 
We may indeed begin with Life or with Matter or with Force; but the 
enquiry will yield results neither intelligible nor final, till it be tested, 
revised, supplemented and understood by an enquiry into the experience 


of the Self, That experience is the ultimate and unquestioned “Fact”; 
' ing upon that Fact; 


everything else has to make good its title by its bearing 
DEn 
1 Yadihasti tad anyatra, ante. 
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apart from such reference, actual or possible, atoms, ethers, forces and the 
rest, howsoever perfectly they may be expressed. by mathematical formulae, 
are nothing else than abstract ideas “without local habitation and name”. 

It is in man’s self that he touches the foundations of the view that 
Reality is ultimately Consciousness as Cit which by its own Power makes 
an object of itself, and elaborates this object into a world of correlated 
Centres of Matter, Life and Mind; and that in such elaboration Cit 
does not suffer its essence, that is, Being-Consciousness-Bliss' to be either 
abrogated or changed. That is so in man’s own experience: Cit becoming 
varied experience and yet remaining Pure Cit always. 

It is, again, in his own experience that man must find the key to 
discover the meaning of the Cosmic. Principles called Tativas. Principle 
is one and it is Cit: but it has different phases and aspects of world-mani- 
festation, such as unveiled and veiled; alogical and logical; extra-temporal 
and temporal; and so on. With reference to such phases, and in des- 
cribing and explaining them, we have one Principle “evolving” as many. 
The Philosophy of Sakta Vedantism and Saiva non-dualism is the 
enunciation and statement of the mutual relationships of what are called 
the Thirty-six Tativas.2 

Now, the Principles, in their broad outlines, can be discovered in 
normal experience, and, in detail, can be known and verified by yoga, 
or supernormal experience, which is not an absolutely new ordtr of 
experience, but is experience more unveiled, more fully recognised and 
“accepted” than man’s normal, pragmatic experience. 

3 Experience is an alogical, undefined Universe. It is Pure Cons- 
ciousness, but is not only that : it has a varied content. It is subjective, 
but is E9 only when, and in so far as, it as been “‘dissected” by a logical 
operanon: It involves all categories or Forms of Thought, but, in its 
fullness, is not covercd by any of them. It is pragmatic, that is, having 
teference to practical ends, but is so, only as considered as a “section”, 
not as the complete “Fact”. Correct intuition will not even allow our 
eymg mn Cit is in us”; the fact is that we, as centres of specific action 

oe 
a roan arama life, dear hin Se 

: ppose he essays to be it. Then it is, and recognised 
1 Sat-Cit-Ananda. 
2Sec Sakti and Sākta and The Garland of Letters 


evolution of the “Principles.” f 7s (Chapter on Tattvas), in which the 
been dealt with, and authorities cited, 7 ECA as Well as mantra standpoint, has 
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as, Alogical, the Whole! beyond the six Limitations, and transcending 
all categories, though involving them. It is so, and is so recognised or 
_ intuited, if man is able to completely withdraw the Vcil,? and so, do away 
with all pragmatic limitations, even what is called “central reference.” 

Now, what is the import of the revelation of this Experience ? 

(1) Since it is unveiled and free from all limitations, it may be called 
both Pure and Perfect. It is the Whole‘ and absolutely pure.‘ 

(2) Since it is alogical and indefinable, it cannot be called a Tattoa 
which means Reality-Power defined in a particular way, that is, as regards 
a phase or aspect. It is therefore beyonds (though involving) all (4.¢., 36) 
Tattvas. 

(3) It is Being, Consciousness, Bliss,7 but_the aspects are not “sun- 
dered” or thought apart. It is the manifesting Principle! as well as object 
and manifestation,? Cit as well as Power, but these are in indistinguishable 
unity. Something reveals and something is revealed, but there is no logical 
separation of the one from the other. It is Para Samut or Cit which is 
Perfect Experience of which the Ether of Consciousness is an undistin- 
guished phase. 

Suppose, now, we procced to think about this alogical Whole of 
Experience. We ask ourselves; What is it? What is there in it? We 


iousness stressing as a universe of experience. This 


see that it is Consci 
is the fullest account we can render of the Fact. We see also that Cons- 


ciousness and Its Stress or Power is one and not two, though we think 
them apart. Consciousness, in our review, is the Manifesting Principle," 
and Its stressing is the content or object of manifestation.” But the former 
is also Power, and the latter is also manifestation (since it is abstraction 
to say that manifestation is one thing and its “content” or object is another ; 
and though it may be possible in yoga to have experience as Pure Mani- 
festation without any special content," in that casc, Manifestation becomes 


its own content; and in other cases where there is special content,!? this 


latter as manifested is the indivisible concrete fact which abstraction 
splits into manifestation and m 


anifested). Hence Siva-tattoa and Sakti- 
2 Kancukas. 


1 Pirna. iyati, Ka 
; Niyati, Kāla, ctc., are born. Sec 
of which the other five Kancuketp eae explained, and authorities 


3 ie., Må 4 r 
The Garland of Letters (“Kancukas”) in which 
are cited. . $ $ 
4 Pūrņa. s Śuddha. 6 Tattvatita. Sat-Cit-Ananda. 
s Penisia 5 yiman Antarlina-vi a. 10 Cidakaga. 
11 Prakāśa, called Siva-tattva. h 
12 Vimaréa, called Sakti-tattva. 13 Vishesha. 
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tativa are one. And yet now, from the standpoint of our thinking, mani- 
festation' and manifested? exist like two seeds contained in a grain of 
gram. Itis also pure‘ because though our thinking has now distinguished 
the indistinguishable and thought about the alogical and unthinkable, 
(1) it has not yet set apart one aspect from the other aspect and looked 
upon them as distinct Principles (é.c., there is as yet no duality), (2) nor 
has it yet hedged round and veiled the Complete Fact, accepting parts 
only and rejecting or ignoring others. . 

The manifesteds is the fact of Consciousness being a content or object 
and making a content or object ofitself. (This is depicted in the symbolism 
of the Kamakalavilasa‘ as the reflection of the Self in a mirror). 

Suppose next, we essay to give to ourselves a summary statement of 
the illumining-illumined, this Siva-Sakti experience. What is the 
most general category under which we may (approximately of course) 
subsume the experience? By what name may we call it, though absolutely 
unnamable it be ? 

The category which most nearly subsumes and expresses the whole 
of man’s experience is—“I” (Aham). This “I” should, however, be 
distinguished from what is pragmatically known and used as “I” which 
is but a comparatively limited section of experience, referred to a centre, 
i.e., Ego, and sharply contrasted with a vaster non-ego or not-self, known 
and used as “Jdam” or “This”. What it may be asked is all this mani- 
festation as experience? And the first and most comprchensive answer 
is—It is “I’’.7 In this, Consciousness or Manifestation makes a content 
or object of Itself—the Primary Object. And since we have called this 
fact the illumined,* the Primary Object may be called the I-experience.? 
Its logical correlate is, of course, ““This,”!° but in the primary stage, the 
This is as yet latent, implicit: we know and describe our entire Being- 
Experience as “I”, and nothing but that. In pragmatic thought, “I” 
is Subject in relation to “This” as Object; but in the primary representa- 
tion of Experience, “I” as concrete consciousness makes an object of itself, 
as; relatively speaking, in the pragmatic sphere also, we sometimes make 
an object of “I” or Ego. And since in the primary presentation, “I” is 

3 Canal. 4 Sudda T, 
i A a Tattva. syi 
tripurarSimdart, Be Saas n a Yantra of the Divine Mother Maha- 
ear A piric or ati iti l 
Sele Whose object isthe unless 5 itself ana natas in the gane or elite acl as nonr sclt 
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all-inclusive, leaving no margin for a correlate “This”, Power as Vimarsa, 
inso far as it functions to present this latter, may be supposed to be negative.! 
: Siva-tattva is then the presentation (primary in the logical line, but 
approximate and secondary in relation to Para-Samvit which is alogical) 
of Experience as an exclusive “I,” the associate Saktt-tattva so operating 
as not to present the other logical pole—“Idam” or “This”. Itis “pure” 
. in the sense that though experience is not here partitioned into “I” and 
“This,” the. Whole (with nothing veiled or subtracted) is thought of as 
“I”. The province of “This” not being rejected, is covered by the all- 
inclusive concept, “P”. i 
Next, in the seamless experience thus intuited as “I,” a seam or 
fissure is seen to appear—the Polarity of I2 and This,’ but the latter 
“Pole” is as yet, very faintly or hazily, folded up with the “I”. There 
is as yet (1) no clear differentiation or projection of the latter Pole;3 and 
(2) no distinct blossoming* of it. The ‘This’? is faintly perceived by the 
“Js ‘as part of the one Self, the emphasis being therefore on the ap side 
of experience. There is representation of, and warrant for this in man’s 
own ordinary experience. This second logical stage is called Saaasiva- 
Taitva. It is the stage of the subject relation.? The This is however 
here the self and not non-self, in which the stress is on the first. It is also 
pure: (approximately so, when compared with Parā-Samvit or the alogical 
Whole), in the sense that, though polarity is here introduced, experience 
is still intuited as a whole and not in. this aspect or that only. The limi- 
tations (Maya and “her progeny” contracting experience) have not CE 
commenced AON Cea ae es will show that when the above 
stage bas pern reached intiera oi aae a a Se oat (i-e. 
veiled in one “‘section” or aspect, 


because we were logically 
emphasis,’ as it is now in 


iene 3 Idam. (Nigedha-vyapara 

am. d i te a z 
; function of Power 1s to negate VN? ; 

Spia, Yom i sata meats 1 apaia 


all forms of Sakti. 6 The Garland of Letters. 
1 Aham. | dam-Vimaria. 8 Suddha,. 
s Vimarda. 10 Tdam-Vimarsa. 
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polar concepts, “I” and “This,” the former was emphatic in the first, 
and latter emphatic in the second. The emphasis or regard plays between 
these poles. The same complete “Universe” is differently regarded: (viz., _ 
as “I” and as “This”) in the two cases. The Universe has not been 
sectioned yet, and has not been laid upon any “basis” other than conscious- 
ness. There is as yet no double framework, one for the Self and the other 
for the Not-Self. This is Jsvara-tativa. It also is pure.3 

Then, as a preliminary to the “disruption” of the Universe of Experi- 
ence into Self and Not-Self, Purusa and Prakriti, thought of as independent 
of each other, we have a state of experience in which the “Universe, still 
remaining (approximately) entire and still regarded as laid upon the 
one? non-dual basis of Consciousness, is conceived both as ‘I? and ‘This’, 
the emphasis being laid on both. In normal experience, too, the like of 
this is seen when man’s “Fact” is equally and indifferently regarded 
as “I” and “This”. “I”? and “This” here are not the “I” and “This” of 
ordinary pragmatic thought which refers to different “sections” of experi- 
ence, and, in the case of external perception, lays them upon a dual and 
independent basis (e.g., Mind and Matter). 

This is Sadvidya or Suddhavidya Tattva. It is also pure? and the last 
of the pure Tattvas.s 

After this the operation of. Maya,s Kancukas and duality? begins, 
concealing and limiting the dimensions of the Universe, and sharply 
dividing it into Selfs and Not-Self;9 setting them up as independent 
Principles. Commencing from this stage, their reign extends over the 
evolution of the lower Tattvas;10 and we have, further, the emergence 
of the order of Time and that of Space, which prior to this were not evolved. 

Broadly speaking, then, we have two aspects and two stages in the 
second aspect: (1) the aspect as Alogical Whole; and (2) that of the 
transcendentally 1! logical Siva-Sakti-tattva and its unmanifested” stages 
down to Sadvidya-taitoa; and (3) the empirical pragmatic manifested 
stage of the Psycho-physical Potential» down to solid matter. ‘The 
Samkhyan Prakriti is one but in Advaita Saiva philosophy, many. Bet- 
ween (2) and (3) there is a transitional, dual-non-dual'4 or difference-and 


1 Adhikarana. 2 Suddha. 3 i 
‘Ahem and dam. 5 Suddha Tattvas, fee 
$ ate and Sakta rend, Garland of Letlers—Mā Š Tattva, 1 Dvaita. 
pi E Prakriti, 10 Called Suddhaguddh d ha. 
i eenrercental ane pecar the categorics here dealt withare the eeaiseeadetal 
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I Adrad Priv, o E al Saf and Not Self, Subjecr and Object 
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not-difference! stage during which Maya (the Principle of Difference),? 
the five “‘Sheaths”3 and Purusa or the individual self are evolved. 

The main outlines of the order or stages of Cosmic Evolution,‘ are, 
as indeed they must be, traceable in the evolution of man’s own experience, 
if he essays to uplift, as far as possible, the Veil hiding from his pragmatic 
eye, the real and total content and import of his life and existence. 
The more he removes the veil, the larger and deeper become the content 
and import of Cit operating in, and as, himself. The question, evidently, 
is: What is that content and that import of Cit in the “limit,” that is, 
when the veil has been completely uplifted? That “limit” is Consciousness 
as It is in Itself or Pard-Samvit. The main “lines” of the evolution of the 
microcosm are also, in the “limit,” the lines of the evolution of the macro- 
cosm. Those “lines,” are: (a) A neutral, undifferentiated, non-polarized 
condition (the Alogical); (b) a condition of potential differentiation, or 
polarization, in which the Substance still remaining undivided, there is 
emphasis on one “pole” or on the other (the condition of Fundamental 


Movement);5 and (c) the condition of actual dissociation of the poles, 


and resultant splitting up of the non-dual Substance into dual and mani- 


fold. The Supreme Points must be implicit in the second stage, since 


we cannot have “poles”, potential or differentiated, and stressing upon 
and between them, without Power focussing itself into a Point.7 Bindu 


is manifestly operative in the third or differentiating and multiplying 
stage. 
: Now, Matter (believed to be constituted by Positive and Negative 
charge of electricity) may be and by some has been, conceived as evolving 
from the Mother Stuff (¢.g.,Ether) substantially in the manner dacha 
in (a), (b) and (¢)—a neutral state; a potentially polar (but undissociate ) 
stressing state; and a dissociated (though configurated), arene a 
of electrons and protons constituting an atom of Matter. The non-nuc. ea 
protoplasm; the nucleated protoplasm in which the sex-difference » 
implicit; the organised plant or animal tissue in which the sexes gradu y 
dissociate themselves (in some plants, for example, though the sexes ae 
dissociated, they are still parts of the same organism); these Hone 
lines” or stages in vital evolution. Or, without reference to a : ae 
we might trace the “fines” more simply thus: first, non-nucleated p 5 
second, the nucleated proto 


plasm in which the nucleus may be implicit; 
i 3 cuka. 4 Tattva. 
1 Bhedabheda. 2 Bhedabuddhi. A Kan ua 1 Gide 


s Of Spanda, Para Sabda or Para-Nada. 
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plasm often involving another nucleus within itself, stressing, under the 
conditions of nutrition, etc., to “divide” itself; third, the divided cell of 
protoplasm, each with its own independent nucleus. In experience, too, 
knowledge begins with an undifferentiated state; evolves the poles (first 
associated and co-substantial) of “I”? and “This”; dissociates the poles 
and makes independent substances of them. The study of even a common 
act of perception, if not allowed to be swayed and cramped by pragmatic 
considerations, will show that this is so. Man’s experience has three 
broad forms. Cognition, Fecling-attitude and Volition; each is, or tends 
to become, polar; thus cognition is of this object or of that; feeling is 
either pleasure or pain; volition is either attractive or repulsive.t Now, 
intuition is relied on to show that a neutral, non-polar condition is the 
basis and background of each of these three pairs of poles. Cognition 
of this or that is based upon, and branches off from, a generic cognition;? 
pleasure and pain are based upon, and shoot out from, a “‘mother-stuff” 
of feeling which is veiled bliss;? and attraction and repulsion! presuppose, 
and may reveal, a placid background of quiescence.‘ 

So the “lines” of the Grand Cosmic Evolution, as traced before, are 
repeated in the details of creation. 

And, all that exists, all whether as Mind, Life and Matter, are forms 
and products of the one fundamental Substance Power which is Git-Sakti, 
or unlimited Being-Consciousness as Power which is also Bliss. 


RETROSPECT AND CONCLUSION 


THERE is no finality in human science, and its conclusions are, and are 
apt to remain, for the most part dubious. Yet, the results and hypotheses 
of science in the domains of Matter, Life and Mind (including what are 
called “parapsychic phenomena”) as they now stand, and also regard 
being had to what they now point to, appear to be not antagonistic to the 
principles of Sākta Vedantism; nay, they appear, so far as they go, tẹ fit 
in with those principles. The modern dynamic view of the constitution 
of Matter—a view that has tended to dematerialise Matter; a view that 
sees in the atoms of Matter a vast magazine of Power; a view that is 
faced with a residual clement of the inexplicable in all its mechanistic 


explanations; a view that sees in tadio-activity the drafting of new and 
1 Raga or Dvesa. 2 Samnya inā 
3 Ananda. 4 Sintabhava, 
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practically inexhaustible energy into the hitherto-supposed closed and 
constant realm of physical energies; —already shows that Physical Science 


__ has taken vast strides towards the Sakta position which (a) makes Power 


to be the essence of everything; (b) makes Power in reality immeasurable 
in everything and in the universe for the matter of that; and (c) makes 
the “Dynamic Point” the Perfect Magazine of Power (hence making the 
“atom” also a vast magazine). As regards the further and higher view 
of Vedanta that this Power manifesting as Matter is essentially Conscious- 
ness-Power which is measureless Joy expressed in unrestricted Play, Physical 
Science has, as such nothing to say at present; but if one were logically 
to work out what is now implicit in its position, and imagine the promise 
contained therein fulfilled, particularly in consonance with the results 
and promises of Biological and Psychical Sciences, one might feel that 
Science has, unconsciously, taken even a longer stride than one would 

imagine towards the final position of Sākta Vedantism. To see this, 

the results and indications of one Science should not be reviewed by them- 

selves alone; but they should be correlated to, co-ordinated with those 

of the Sister Sciences—because, Science is one. As it is, Physical Science 

within her own province has steadily, and now very closely, approached 

the ideal of unification and correlation. She has tended more and more 

to reduce all kinds of Matter to one kind, and all forms of Energy to one 

kind; and has, further, tended to reduce Matter and Energy to a Common 

Root. So that the physical universe has now become a universe of Stress- 

systems, not of gross stresses only but subtle stresses (as evidenced by X 

and other invisible rays, and the Hertzian waves of the wireless among 

other things), not limited and calculable but practically unlimited and 

incalculable (as evidenced by radio-activity), not forming a “ closed 

curve” but in subtle and constant action and reaction with other kinds 

of forces—vital and psychic. 

The Vital and et Sciences, in their turn, are helping this grand 
unification and the universal linking up of forces and phenomena. Though 
the “living molecule” is now even a greater mystery than it ever was, 
the gulf between the living and the non-living is steadily narrowing rather 
than widening, and already there are indicators of the characteristic 
responses of the living being, in a veiled way, discoverable in the so-called 
non-living matter; and, within the province of the living ier sup- 
posed absolute difference between plant life and animal life is in the course 


of being gradually effaced, not of being accentuated. Evolution is now 
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sought to be explained less and less on mechanistic lines or in terms of 
“fortuitous modifications,” and more and more in terms of an “original 
impetus,” free and not determined, given in the constitution of things 
and at the root of phenomena to change and evolve (a position from 
which one can have a vision of Vedantic Joy and Play—the basic factors 
of world evolution and involution). And Biologists, no less than Physicists, 
are now on the way to perceiving that the path of world-evolution is not 
traced by an “upward movement” only, but that it is a curve showing 
rhythms and cycles—making the world’s history one of evolution and 
involution and then evolution again. 

Within the living organism itself Biology, so long content to explain 
its phenomena on quasi-mechanistic lines in terms of nerve-stimulation, 
cell-disturbance, and so forth, has now unexpectedly stumbled upon a 
new and mysterious factor whose action on the organism is found to be 
more profoundly “vital” than that of any other known agency: the, 
mysterious glands (“pituitary,” “pincal’, “thyroid,” “adrenal,” “‘inter- 
stitial”) and their mysterious secretions (“hormones”). Descartes, it is 
true, had suggested the pineal gland as the “‘bridge” between the Mind 
and Matter in us; but he was never taken seriously until quite recently. 

Correspondence between Science and Sakia Doctrine should be 
understood in the full depth of its import. It shows that as in radio- 
activity, Science has discovered the physical atom to be a magazine of 
Power whereby its constitution as well as its “evolution” (or transmutation) 
is determined, so in the case of the cells of these glands and their subtle 
secretions (analogous to the radiations of the radio-active atom) she has 
now discovered a magazine of Power and its workings whereby the consti- 
tution of the body and its growth, etc., are regulated. In Physics she 
has discovered the vast potency and efficiency of the smallest thing—the 
atom, and of its unseen emanations; in Biology she has discovered the 
wonderful potency and efficiency of the smallest constituents of the gland 
and of their subtle secretions. Apparently the smallest is thus béing 
perceived to be really and dynamically the greatest—a perception which 
is preparing the way for a final recognition of the “Dynamic Point” of 
the Sakta Doctrine, which is “smaller than the smallest and greater than 
the greatest”. 

As regards the position that Consciousness merely accompanies 
and “lights up” some of the processes of the nervous system (viz., the 
cerebral processes), it has been shown before that the actual evidence 
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before us does not warrant the conclusion (1) that Consciousness is simply 
an onlooker and revcaler exercising no causal influence on the cortical 
_ phenomena which by themselves form a “closed curve”; and (2) that 
Consciousness as such, that is as distinguished from that part of it which 
is pragmatically accepted as the Consciousness is limited to the cerebral 
centres and line only, not having anything to do with other centres which 
are commonly taken as subconscious or unconscious. On the contrary, 
on two grounds at least Consciousness must be believed to possess causal 
efficiency (not merely as a directing force or “switcher” but as a supplier 
of new energy)! over the whole range of man’s nervous mechanism: 
(a) the fact that a very slight stimulus (¢.g., the reading of a line of a message 
that a beloved friend is seriously ill) provokes an enormous and compli- 
cated response (in emotion, idea and action) out of all proportion to the 
physical nature and intensity of the provoking cause; and (b) the fact 
that the activity of every nerve-centre whether in the cerebrum or in the 
spinal cord, is in the nature of an overflow of energy and selective oper- 
ation (suggesting, therefore, Joy, Play and Choice). Besides these, there 
is also the indisputable evidence of self-consciousness showing Conscious- 
ness—to be an ever-active operative Power—not merely in the so-called 
“motor” phenomena of conscious experience as attending, striving and 
willing, but also in what are called the “sensory,” cognitive and affective 
phenomena—knowing, imagining, thinking and feeling. Consciousness 
as operative Power is a matter of direct and constant experience. 
Mental Science, in dealing with ordinary psychic and the paa 

psychic” phenomena, is steadily veering round to a position wee: 
one can have not a very distant view of the ultimate truth as held in, 


a . . . s . 1) that 
Sakta Veda _ Mental Science is coming to recognise ( 

sacs only a part of a larger Consciousness 
(2) that this larger Consciousness 


is not only a Power but the Power 


the whole mystery and wonder of Life and existence; ; 
E E ane in which all individual p BRET 
“live, move and have their being”; that it 18 to the a SE. y 
what the Ether is believed by many to be in relation to Ie fatter and 
stress centres in it; (4) that to this larger Consciousness, 
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Force are not alien, but they seem to be its evolutes, products and depend- 
ents; and finally, (5) that Time and Space also are not alien to, and 
independent of, it; that these are its own ways of representing itself to 
the centres involved in it. The fourth point is being steadily established 
by the accumulation of phenomena collected under the general heading, 
“‘psychodynamism”; and the fifth by the phenomena of “psychometry,” 
“X-ray vision,” and so forth, in which spatial determinations such as 
“here and there,” “near and distant,” as well as temporal determinations 
such as “now and then,” “past and future” all appear to be, not only 
“sin the melting pot,” but meeting in a “point”. 

Referring to certain genuine cases of pre-vision of the future (Dr. 
Maxwell’s, Professor Flournoy’s, Mrs. Verrall’s ....) M. Meterlinck 
writes. ... “Under the erroneous idea we form of the past and the present, 
a new verity is living and moving, eager to come to light. The efforts 
of that verity.... strike to the very roots of history. We soon lose all 
inclination to doubt. We penetrate into another world and come to a 
stop, all out of countenance. We no longer know where we stand; before 
and after overlap and mingle, we no longer distinguish the insidious 
and factitious but indispensable line which separates the years that have 
gone by from the years that are to come. ....We discover with un- 
easiness that time, on which we based our whole existence, itself no longer 
exists... . it alters its position no more than space, of which it is doubtless 
but the incomprehensible reflex. It reigns in the centre of every event; 
and every event is fixed in its centre and all that comes and all that goes 
passes from end to end of our little life without moving by a hair’s breadth 
around its motionless pivot.... yesterday, recently, formerly, erstwhile, 
after, before, to-morrow, soon, never, later, fall like childish masks, whereas 
to-day and always cover with their united shadows the idea which we 
form in the end of a duration which has no sub-divisions, no breaks and 
no stages, which is pulseless, motionless and boundless.” 

The “to-day and always” without subdivisions and breaks and stages 
is rather the “now and always”—showing Duration! in the aspect of 
“Point” (now) and in that of boundless “Continuum” (always); that 
is to say Duration which has no beginning and no end and breaks is also 
wholly condensed into a “Point,” and this latter aspect is referred to 
above as the “centre of every event” or phenomenon, “its motionless 


Tae j SETE 
This paras, or supreme Time, as opposed to Kala which only comes in “with 
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pivot”. But though the centre or pivot is “motionless” in this sense 
that the whole of Duration or History is condensed into, and as, it (so 

. that to be at the centre is also to be and have the whole), it is also dynamic 
in the sense that the centre or “Point” does expand as a sphere, and an 
ever-widening sphere, which is the Experience of Duration—the beginning- 
less and endless History with past, present and future. If the “Point” 
were to remain statical, there would be no experience of Duration or 
History as it actually is (involving past and future); on the other hand, 
if Duration or History were not wholly condensed into, and given in and 
as, the Point, the pre-existence of the future in the present, and therefore, 
foreknowledge of the future (either Divine or human—that of the “seer’’) 
would not be possible; but since this is said to be not only possible but 
is, already to some extent, a fact, so it is claimed, perfect foreknowledge 
and perfect recollection must be believed to be possible also; and that 
is possible only if the Future and the Past in their entireness co-exist and 
meet at a Point. 

The same reasoning will apply to Space also. If the “X-ray vision” 
with respect to a spatially remote thing or event be a fact, then, we must 
believe that Space too, like Time, has the twofold aspect of “here and 
everywhere”! —the former aspect (here) containing as a “Point” the 
whole of Space regarded as a boundless “Continuum” (“everywhere”). 
And the “Point” is dynamic in the sense above explained. 

The Dynamic Point, as we have scen, occupies a very prominent 
place in the §akta-Vedanta : It is the Consciousness-Power regarded 
as Perfect Potency to evolve; and: It is also a Perfect Universe in the 
sense that whatever is to evolve as the world in Time, Space and Causal 
concatenation, is contained ın the Bindu which is the seed of everything. 
It is thus the centre of every being epee os : sears usted: 
into every being and every event, and every eing and every cy 
etorb; folded up into the centre. Time, Space and Causality are 
“forms” or modes of such “swelling” and “shrinking”? of the Dynamic 


Point. Hence to be consciously in touch with the Bindu is to know what- 
ever exists or goes on in the spatial, temporal and causal scheme of the 


universe. 


1 Gf. the verse (before quoted in Visvasara-tantra, 
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ws aake hero eal en: The modern dynamic view ofthe Atom as outlined by Bohr 
and others, and the Quantum Theory of Radiation (the 
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The possibility of foreknowledge (perfect or partial) does not, however, 
require that the world-order is unalterably fixed and determined leaving 
no margin for free play. The world is a free play;! every being is an 
incarnation of Joy; and every act and event is a play out of Joy. Joy 
and Play are the “birthright” even of the so-called material thing, and, 
there is no reason to suppose that it has entirely forfeited that right. 
Actions are, more of less, free or undetermined in every instance. No 
foreknowledge of them is, therefore, possible if, and so long as, we take 
actions and events in the ordinary temporal way—arranging them accord- 
ing to the scheme of past, present and future : what is not yet determined 
cannot now be known. . But in the Dynamic Point where all times and 
spaces meet (in an alogical and unthinkable way), what is not yet co-exists 
with what has been and what is. So that there the undetermined future 
co-exists with the determined past, and with the present determining 
itself. Here, therefore, foreknowledge of a still undetermined future be- 
comes possible, because here Time itself is annulled or transcended. A ` 
“seer” placing himself in rapport with this “Point” Universe may, there- 
fore, (it is said) “see” exactly how a person “will” act or an event “will” 
happen, though the acting and the happening are, wholly or partly, free 
and undetermined. 

This “mystic sense” is, of course, inexplicable. But we may suppose 
that the seer may, after seeing the free and undetermined act in the timeless 
and spaceless Point, decipher his mystic knowledge back into temporal 
and spatial terms, and predict that so-and-so will act thus or do this at 
that particular moment and that at that particular place. The case is 
in a way, analogous to the “deciphering” by the motion of the machine 
itself of a gramophone record where a song is given and inscribed in co- 
existent scratches back into the singing of the song in which the notes 
succeed one another. The analogy, however, is partial, because, though 
the record contains an order of succession transformed into an order 
of co-existence, it is not the “Point” transcending both Time and Space; 
and so what the machine does is apparently to retranslate a song already 

determined and spatially inscribed into a rehearsal of the song in the 
usual temporal way. . 

Whilst the Sarikhyan Doctrine makes the evolution of the world a 

process of actual change of the Root Principle, and Mayavada makes it 


1Gf. the saying of Dionysius—‘He, the cause of all things, becomes ecstatic 
moves out of Himself, by the abundance of His loving Goodness,” E: Saeba 
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one of seeming change of Brahman, the Sākta Doctrine combines the two 
views recognising in each a partial truth. The Root changes as the 
evolving world, and yet, It changelessly abides—an insoluble logical 
contradiction for which however, man has, in his own experience, sufficient 
warrant. The corollaries to this Principle of Evolution are important: 

(1) Pure and Perfect Consciousness, in evolving by Its own Power 
as finite and particular consciousnesses (i.¢., consciousness of varying 
modes, degrees and limits), does never cease to be Pure and Perfect Gons- 
ciousness; so that restricted consciousness, “sub-consciousness” and “un- 
consciousness” are imbedded in a never-failing background of Pure and 
Perfect Consciousness. 

(2) Consciousness as Pure and Perfect Bliss-Joy and Freedom-Play 
remains as such, never ceases to be other than Itself, though, as finite 
centres, It evolves as infinitely varied pleasures and pains, actions and 
their determining conditions. Just as in the first case, the Universe regarded 
as Experience is not merely the sum total of restricted, particularised 
consciousness, subconsciousness and unconsciousness, but is like an un- 
bounded sphere of Pure and Perfect Consciousness within which these 
are included as smaller spheres, so also in the second case, Pure and Perfect 
Bliss-Joy and Freedom-Play is not the sum total of the particular pleasures 
and pains, actions and conditions of the particular centres, but, (a) includes 
these and is-immanent (as an unfailing background) in these, and (b) 
exceeds these as Perfect Bliss. 

(3) Its condensation as the Dynamic 
sity of Its Being-Power; hence, the Point= 


Sakti. enta 
(4) The Point also, in actually “swelling” and “shrinking” (as cvo- 
lution and involution of the world), does not cease to be the Perfect Bindu. 
Each of these corollarics, it will be observed, involves the insoluble 


logical contradiction above referred to. 


Point does not efface the immen- 
the whole Brahman or Swa- 
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In the scheme of 36 Principles outlined in the previous chapter, it 
has been noted that Jfvara-tativa has a place especially assigned to it, 
and that, considered in that technical sense, it is not the highest category. 
The highest category in the logical line is Siva-Sakti, beyond which 
there is Para-Samvit which is alogical, beyond the scheme of Principles, 
and therefore, not Itself a category. It will thus be perceived that what 
western metaphysic and religion regard as the highest category of Being 
and Thought (viz., God) cannot be identified with the Jsvara in the above 
scheme: It corresponds rather to Siva-Sakti, The Sastra, however, 
does not require that the “higher” and “lower” in the above scheme 
should be taken in a rigid and absolute way, especially in that part of 
the scheme which shows the evolution of what are called “Pure” Principles. 
In the domain of the “impure” Principles—where Maya and the Enve- 
lopes hold their sway—‘higher and lower” as also “before and after,” 
“cause and consequence” have ordinary, pragmatic meanings; but in 
the realm of Pure Principles, cach is the Whole with the emphasis of 
logical representation laid on a special aspect (such as “I” or “This”). 
Hence, Siva-Sakti is also usually spoken of as Mahesvara-mahesvari or 
as Paramesvara-Paramesvari—usually with the epithets mahat (Great) or 
Parama (Supreme) prefixed to the term Zvara. 

Now, Siva-Sakti is Being-Consciousness-Bliss This Supreme Princi- 
ple veils and finitizes Itself in, and as, the world of finite Centres. As a 
Consequence we have not only different modes of finite being but even 
so-called “non-being”; different modes of particular consciousnesses 
but even so-called “unconsciousness”; and different modes of joy and 
pleasure but also “pains” and “sorrows”. Thus also, God who is Pure 
Act becomes in, and as, the finite Centres, actions-and-reactions, condi- 
tional actions; Who is Perfect “Energy,” becomes in and as, such Centres, 
muxtures of potential and kinetic power—in which Power is neither, 
wholly kinetic nor wholly potential, and therefore, imperfect energy. 
But in evolving as all this, the Supreme Principle remains Supreme Being- 
Consciousness-Bliss, Pure Act and Perfect Energy: we have thus an alogical 
eae of change and changelessness in the Life of the Perfect Being- 

wer. 

There is much actual pain and sorrow in the world. Since the 
Supreme Experience of God includes all this, how can it be said that the 
Supreme Experience is all Bliss? The Supreme Experience (1) sums up 
all particular pains and sorrows as also all particular pleasures and happi- 
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nesses, and (2) involves each particular pain or pleasure as such. Now, 
in the first case, it need not be supposed that the grand total of all pains 
. and pleasures must be a prodigious pain plus a prodigious pleasure. As 
two sets of opposing forces may produce in the resultant not motion this 
way oNthat but rest or quiescence; as again the sum of all particular 
sounds is, according to Mantra-Sastra, the Mahamantra Om: as, also, in 
the realm of colours, the synthesis of all the colourbands is white light; 
—so it may be reasonable to suppose that the grand total of all pleasures 
and pains is not a dual experience of great pleasure and great pain, but a 
non-dual alogical experience of something which is akin to man’s feeling 
of quiescence. And this feeling of quiescence is embedded in an un- 
diminished Bliss-Consciousness which as the Sastra maintains, perpetually 
abides even while finite Centres of Expression appear in It. 

In the latter case, particular pleasures and pains as such enter into 
the Supreme Experience. But even that does not make that Experience 
other than an Experience of Bliss-Joy. In the first place, each particular 
pleasure or pain is not there in Divine experience in a veiled, isolated 
and disconnected way, but in the fullness of its relation to other feelings 
and to the whole; and as a particular note, discordant in itself, may not 
be so when it forms an element of the harmony of a symphony, s0 a feeling, 
painful when its relations and background are veiled, may not be so when 
it is consciously set in its relations to the whole. Hence, Divine Cons- 


knows all particular feelings of particular 
wees rt » of an infinite whole 


particulars do not remain when seen as e : 
which is Divine Life. 


= In the second place, the Supreme Being having 


evolved as particular Centres d pains. 
and pain, knows in, and as, such Cenim Fi cee a i 
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for all particular feelings of whatever kind ; (2) Divine Life as the grand 
total of all particular feelings, which is a Life of Bliss and Quiescence, 
though the particular constituents may be variously pleasurable or painful; . 
(3) Divine Life as the grand Harmony in which particular feelings without 
coalescing and neutralizing one another are “seen” in their prover and 
true relations like the notes of a symphony; and (4) Divine “Life as the 
Life of the particular Centres with their particular pleasures and pains. 
In the last case, pleasures and pains are “seen” as such, but since the 
Supreme Being, in becoming a particular Centre, does not (a) cease to 
be Supreme and (b) pure Bliss-Consciousness, it follows that the “seeing” 
of particular pleasures and pains of particular Centres by God means their 
being reflected on a pure and perfect Bliss-Consciousness, imbedded in 
an unbounded mass of Pure Joy:! It is infinite Joy and Bliss looking 
finite pleasures and pains in the face. 

Such reflection of man’s pleasures and pains on Cosmic Bliss-Cons- 
ciousness renders divine compassion and grace possible. And it should 
be noted that Sakta Vedénta, in its practical aspect, is not the Path of Effort 
and Action? only, or the Path of Contemplation and Meditation: only, 
but is also is the Path of Devotion and Love It is not simply an Art 
that achieves, a Science that knows, but it is also an Aesthetic awakening 
in the aspirant of spiritual thirst and feeling, making him love and worship 
the Divine Mother whose play it is to bind and whose grace it is to liberate. 
As on the speculative side this doctrine is a synthesis and harmony of 
partial, and sometimes warring truths, so on the practical side it is a 
summing up and reconciliation of divergent methods of realization. 

As the Doctrine of Power it looks upon every Centre as a veiled 
Cosmic Power and makes its emancipation the realization by it that it 
is the Cosmic Power. Naturally the greatest emphasis is laid on active 
Effort in the practice of realization, It rightly recognises that complete 
self-surrender to God and absolute reliance on God’s grace is not at all 
a negative and passive attitude signifying lack of will and power, but 
it is, really, perfect self-exertion and heroism, and “conquest” of divinity: 
that if to strive after divinity connotes exertion of Power, surrender to 
and reliance on divine grace, to the exclusion and inhibition of all little, 
ordinary self-seekings and self-adjustments, also connotes it. This doctrine 
lends no countenance to such methods as are really calculated to diminish 

1 Ananda- b 
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the efficiency of human will and endeavour, such as really spell lack of 
vitality. As on the speculative side the essence of Reality is Power, so 
‘on the practical side the essence of spiritual endeavour is dynamism. 
ccordingly, itis not a cult of false asceticism and excessive mortification 
of thy “flesh”. Since all is manifestation of Bliss-Consciousness-Power 
and everyobject of creation, however apparently “lowly” and insignificant 
is an incarnation and magazine of such Power, the: highest end of reali- 
zation cannot be achieved by fleeing from or rejecting the world of objects, 
but by removing the veil of practical ignorance which has concealed from 
men their true nature of Bliss-Consciousness-Power. When the veil is 
removed, the Experience of realization will be of the form “All is Brahmani 
as well as of the form “Thou art It’”.2 It is man’s use, or rather abuse, 
that has made things—in reality, “True, good and beautiful”—lowly, 
bad, ugly, evil and so forth. There are other things, too, which, in man’s 
use, are high, good, beautiful and so forth; but thcy are finitely and 
relatively so. To realize “All is Brahman,” these latter must be perceived 
to be infinitely and absolutely so—that is, each object must be realized 
as Mother Saccidananda-mayi Herself. More essential and more difficult 
becomes the task when the former objects—lowly, ugly and cvil—have 
to be so realized. And they must be so realized—else, “All is not Brahman” 
—there will be duality of Good and Evil and so forth. Hence, greater 
emphasis should be laid on this latter task: the aspirant must know that 
it is ignorant abuse that has made these things evil and ugly and that he 
can reach his goal of non-dual Perfect Experience only by seeing, realizing 
the Brahman in and through them. This is the true principle of the 
psycho-physical ritual in the Séstra. It is the effort of the Hero, and 
not of the ordinary man in his bonds of convention.‘ The purification 
of the five “‘tattvas”s means or should mean the casting off of their prag- 
matic sheaths of abuse and ignorance in which they masquerade as lowly 
and ugly and evil; when these sheaths are cast away, they are as much 
trie, good and beautiful as the Self of the aspirant, and then, they can be 
assimilated, the result being the Self and the Not-Self assimilated to cach 
other in, and as, the Whole. 
As to the question whcther 
basis for man’s belief in a Persona 


Sakta Doctrine affords a sure and sufficient 
l and Moral God, it may be observed 
1 Sarvam Khalvidam Brahman. 2 Tattvamasi. 
4 Pasu. 


3 Vira. 
5 Sce “Sakti and Sākta”, “The Pancatattva”. 
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only this that though the Reality-Whole= Perfect Experience = Alogical 
=beyond all duality such as moral-non-moral, personal-impcrsonal, 
and so forth, yet the most fundamental expression of the Supreme Reality- 
Power is the Supreme “Joy”!=Supreme Person=God. God, therefore, 
is quite secure in this Doctrine, though it does not allow the defining and 
circumscribing of a Reality which is indefinable and immeasurable. The 
Supreme Being-Power is a Personal and Moral God, but personality and 
morality are attributes that do not exhaust the immensity of Supreme Being. 

Further, since this Doctrine in solving the world-problem suffers 
no residue, overt or covert, of duality to remain, since, therefore, according 
to it, the “lowliest” object is really the Mother who is Saccidananda-mayi 
Herself, it follows that physical, moral and aesthetic evil exists only in 
ignorance and non-acceptance of the Whole, and that in the eyes of him 
who sees the Whole, the Mother showing Herself in an infinite variety 
of expression (which finite Centres may know pragmatically as good 
or bad, true or false, beautiful or ugly and so forth) never goes out of Her 
Being-essence which is Being-Consciousness-Bliss. 

The Cosmos being the theatre of Divine Play provides the arena 
in which the Centres must interplay and ultimately realize the Divinity 
playing in, and as, them. The scheme of creation and the principles on 
which it is run are calculated to lead progressively to the end or purpose 
of the world-scheme. 

As the belief in Universal Power has been the basis of all ancient 
human faiths, so a body of “mysterious” rites (called ‘“‘magical’’) has 
been at the basis of all ancient human religious practices. The nature 
of “magic” has been commonly misunderstood; but modern thought is 
slowly coming to recognise that it is not “meaningless”; that it is a kind 
of “primitive science” whereby the primitive man, still in the lower grades 
of culture, has essayed to propitiate the powers by which he thinks he 
18 encompassed and turn thcir influence to his own best account. The 
definition is substantially correct, if we drop the terms by which the cult 
of magic is thus evaluated as “primitive”, “lower”, and so forth, and if 
we drop also the distinction commonly made between magic which is 
Supposed to involve no sense of man’s dependence on higher Powers 
and no clement of worship and religion which involves both. Tdntric 
ritual (whether we call it magic or not) is based upon the Science that 


1 See the explanation of Siva-tattva with its 


chapter. It is the highest in the “local wae associate Sakti-tattva in the preceding 
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the World is Power which is the same as the Consciousness-Power in man, 
that the Cosmic Power can be linked up with Man-Power by worship 
‘and.other means, giving effectiveness and success to man in the pursuit 
of his ends, in the world or as liberation therefrom. 
his linking up is held to be possible, for at root man’s power is the 
Cosmi wer. The KĶulārņava Tantra says that in Sakta doctrine 
world-enjoyment may be made Yoga.' Power may be realised in a two- 
fold way; man may wish to remain man, to perfect himself as man, 
and to have such worldly enjoyment as he may lawfully desire2 He 
then cultivates those powers which are the Mother in Form. Or he may 
desire to be one with the Formless Mother Herself. This end also may, 
(according to the system) be achieved on the path of world-enjoyment 
provided that it be realised that the individual life is a part of the divine 
action in nature and not a separate thing to be held and pursued apart 
for its own sake only. In the Vedas enjoyment is the fruit of sacrifice 
and the gift of the gods. The higher sacrifice is to the Mother-Power 
of whom all deities and all men are inferior forms. When this is known 
and man unifies himself with that Cosmic Power, enjoyment becomes 
Yoga and passage is made to that state in which there is neither sacrifice 
nor sacrificer. This is the Supreme Experience which is the Mother- 
Power in Her own formless nature. As the Creatrix of forms the Divine 
Mother is Maya, and as the produced individual form Avidya (ignorance). 
As Liberatrix from the ignorance of the forms which are of Her making 
She is Maha-Maya.3 In the Sakti Sutras of Agastya all is spoken of in 
terms of Power, which is the essence of Reality as World, and which is 
the Real, both as God and God-head.* 


1 Bhogo Yogayate. x : : 
nthe Purusartha, Dharma or law and morality, is a governing factor both in the 


ā th ld-path (Pravritti mārga). 
case of Kāma and Artha, on the world-path ( mi ec, therefore: NASE weal 


is, sometimes, regarded as this latter cosmically considered. In some places, too (¢.8- 


ive’ tion of Māhā-māyā, see, in particular, Śri 
Reuer 55 56 chow Her as the Su sala Veiler, and verse 57 as the Supreme Revealer 


ā f All (“Sarveś 
Samsara (World) Bond, and also, the Lord of the o x eae 
s Svāväda God is only pragmatically real. Though the Brahman 
has i AARTEEN anei ar i eich aspect, only, exceeds but does not exclude its 
aspect as Lord. 
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